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nd quibble that, con-
¢ charge, the assassi-
s not undertaken with

Mrs, Surratt had the ill-luck
to be tried just as the capture
of Jefferson Davis was charg-
ing the emotional atmosphere
further. Moreover, collusion in
the plot of her son, who was
still at large, also prejudiced her
case. '

Eleven years ago Helen Jones
Campbell related the case for
Mrs. Surratt with completeness
but without documentation. Mr,
Moore has not made the same
mistake; his footnotes show
great familiarity with the
sources—so great, he is able to
call the trial record editor,
Benjamin Perley Poore, Ben.

Mr. Graff is Assistant Profes-
sor of History at Columbia.
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