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J . F . F a z e k a s D i e s , 
D . C . G e n e r a l C r i t i c 

Dr . Joseph Francis Fazekas, 
59, the center of a stormy con
troversy at D.C. General Hos
p i t a l i n 1958, died Fr iday of a 
coronary occlusion at Eastern 
Shore State Hospi ta l whi le 
mak ing his rounds. 

I n the decade between 1949 
and 1959, Dr . Fazekas was 
chief of staff at D.C. General. 
I n 1955, he and 13 other staff 
physicians submit ted a 38-page 
c r i t i c i sm of the hospital ad
min i s t ra t ion and the D i s t r i c t 
heal th department director. 

His " r ebe l l ion" k icked off 

DR. JOSEPH F A Z E K A S 

three congressional investiga
tions. 

I n hearings on Capi to l H i l l 
i n late November, 1958, D r . Fa
zekas was described by some 
witnesses as a " t roublemaker" 
and a "disrupt ive influence." 

D i s t r i c t Commissioner 
David B. Xa r r i ck , however, de
fended Dr. Fazekas, admi t t ing 
that he was a "tempestuous in
div idual , a s tormy type," but 
adding that, " I have never 
known h im to get excited 
about anything except medical 
care." 

By July, 1959, the 48-year-old 
chief of staff had suffered two 
heart attacks and he r e t i r ed 
f rom the post at D.C. General. 

I n February and March , 
1966, Dr . Fazekas served i n the 
Volunteer Physician Project 
i n V ie tnam under the aegis of 
the Agency for In te rna t iona l 
Development. 

Upon his r e tu rn to Washing
ton, he said, "Noth ing i n my 
l i fe has been so satisfacory as 
my work there." He urged 
graduat ing Amer ican medical 
students to advance thei r pro
fession - and improve their 
healing skil ls by serving i n 
Vietnamese c iv i l i an hospitals. 
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D r Fazekas became chief ot 
the U.S. A r m y Medical Com

p o n e n t in Bangkok, Tha i land , a 
I year later, and remained i n 
that post u n t i l 1967. 

Since then, he had served as 
director of education and 
t r a in ing at Eastern Shore Hos
p i ta l i n Cambridge, M d . 

Born i n New Haven, Dr . Fa-
ekas graduated f rom Albany 
Medical College, Albany, N.Y. . 
i n 1944. He held numerous aca
demic positions, inc lud ing asso 
ciate professor of neurology at 
Tufts Univers i ty , v i s i t i ng pro
fessor of neurology at the U n i 
vers i ty of New Mexico and as
sociate c l in ica l professor of 
neurology at George Washing
ton Univers i ty . 

He is survived by his wife , 
M a r y S., a daughter, Michele , 
and two sons Thomas S. and 
Joseph S., a l l of the home at 1 
Stockton Rd., Silver Spr ing; 
two sisters, Jul ia Gr iez ing and 
M a r y M i l l e r , both of New 
Haven, and two brothers. Les
l ie , of New Haven, and John, of 
Oakland, Calif . 
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