! The Watergate scandals were not
just the result of the wrongdoings of
‘one President, his top aides and a
handful of appointed executive branch
officiais. Abuses proliferated in part
because of the failure of Congress to
exercise the aggressive oversight func-
tion intended to keep in balance these
two naturally conflicting governmental
branches. Thus, the departure of Rich-
ard Nixonsand his top aides does not
guarantee that congressional commit-
tees will now reassert their watchdog
roles. Nor is there yet any real sign
that committees, which have been

led in the past, will enforce a
mand for truthful testimony.
' One test of whether Congre

case of the Senate Foreign
Committee and Dr. Ruth Farkas,

Watergate cover-ui:
Farkas, during her ce
ing before the

: . we felt tha!; be-
p]eased with this ac-

. Louis Wyman (R-N.H.) 'sent a
supporting Dr. Farkas' story and
ing that “in June (1972), the White
\ T use asked me if Dr. Frakas would
\Qbe interesied to serve as ambassador
to Luxémbourg.” Rep. Wyman went on

to say that Dr. Farkas told him in Sep-
tember 1972 that she and her husband
wanted to make a substantial contribu-
tion and asked that an appointment
with Nixon Finance Chairman Maurice

wanted to help keep President

will help clarify.. ..
{ no time any comit-

ors accepted the Farkas-
and approved her nomi-

Herbert Karmbach, Mr. Nix-
mer persondl lawyer and fund-
aiser, appeared under oath before
the House Judiciary Committee’s im-

achment inquiry this past July, he

0l1 a substantially expanded and thus
‘different story. Kalmbach testified
that he was called in July or August
1971 by White House aide Peter Flani-

" The writer is executive editor of
The New Republic from which
this article is adapted.

gan, who at the time handled Mr. Nix-
on's ambassadorial patronage, Accord-
ing to Kaimbach, “Peter said, ‘Herb,

we would like to have you contact a

Dr. Ruth Farkas in New York. She is
interested in giving $250,000 for Costa
Rica.”’ ” Kalmback said he was told to
cal. Rep. Wyman, who would arrange a
meeting. Kalmbach said he called Wy-
man, talked about the meeting, the '
contribution and the ambassadorship.
A luncheon thereafter was arranged,
Ka'mbach testified, and took place in
Augzust 1971 at the Regency Butel in
New York.

At that time, again aecording to
Kalmbach, Mrs. Farkas said words te
the efieet that “you know well, 1 am
interested in Europe, I think, and isn't
$250,000 an awful lot of money for
Costa Ricz?” That lunch was the last
Kalmbach saw of Mrs. Farkas, though
he listed her as a prospective donor of
$250.000 in the campaign fund records
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