
"Why the big time 
now, while Lon­
don is dropping its 
contract with the 
Los Angeles Phil­
harmonic and talk­
ing about dropping 
the one with the 
Chicago Sym­

phony?*' 

R a r e 
S t a t u s 

S y m b o l 
By Judith Martin 

The National Symphony 
Orchestra, whose director is 
one of the classics recording 
stars, has landed an impor­
tant record contract — a 
rare status symbol for any 
American orchestra these 
days. 

London Records (Br i t i sh 
Decca) has reached an 
agreement w i t h Anta l Dor­
ati and the orchestra to rec­
ord Ol iv ie r Messiaen's ' T h e 
Transfigurat ion of Our L o r d 
Jesus Chris t" and Tchaikov­
sky's Four th Symphony in 
Washington sessions f rom 
A p r i l 28 to May 3. ' T h e 
Transf igurat ion" had its 
American premiere here on 
Tuesday. 

A t a t ime when record 
companies are dropping con­
tracts w i t h American or­
chestras because of the rec­
ording costs here, as com­
pared w i t h those i n Europe, 
the Nat ional Symphony has 
agreed to contr ibute $85,000 
to the expenses. This repre­
sents the art ist ic costs only, 

said orchestra manager W i l ­
l i a m Denton, and is about 40 
per cent of the to ta l cost of 
b r ing ing the records to the 
market. 

'That ' s our investment — 
we expect to get i t back." 
he said. "Our main problem 
now is a cash problem. 
We're going to t r y to locate 
a donor or benefactor — 
this is a unique oppor tuni ty 
for someone — or we may 
bor row i t on a short-term 

basis." 
The orchestra has never 

before had such an offer. I n 
1968, i t d id some "Adven­
tures i n Recording" for chi l ­
d ren on RCA, and before 
that there was a scattering 
of minor efforts for RCA 
and Westminster. 

Why the b i g t ime now, 
whi le London is dropping i ts 
contract w i t h the Los Ange­
les Phi lharmonic and talk­
i n g about dropping the one 
w i t h the Chicago Sym­

phony? 
Wel l , Dora t i is most of the 

way through recording a l l of 
Haydn's symphonies for the 
company w i t h the Philhar-
monia Hungarica i n Ger­
many, and the records 
which have been issued are 
sell ing beyond expectations 
and wel l—for the classics 
market. 

"He's a hot i t em." said 
Denton. "Dorati 's sel l in 
ahnut a miTnnn r»r , 

There is also, he pointed 
out. great interest i n the 
Messiaen work. Tchaikov­
sky's Four th was added be­
cause of the financial advan­
tage i t might present to the 
National Symphony. 

"Obviously, it 's a very 
popular work w i t h a great 
sales appeal," said Denton. 
"But i t 's also non-copy­
righted. We don't have to 
pay Mr . Tchaikovsky any­
thing. We get a higher roy­
alty, and i t pays faster. 
A substantial par t of the 
Messiaen profi ts go for the 
copyright . 

"The Tchaikovsky-Mes-
siaen marriage is a marriage 
of economics." 
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