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.,jt was a curious occasion, a cele-
‘bration and a farewell; the crowd
ynsiderahly larger than the usual
‘Tuesday night sudience) was a bit
more subdued than normal until ova-

on time when it cut loose. Conver-
sations overheard during the fntermis- e :
slon seemed less Tandom, more g : senthnmt and stage spectacle:
ceHtrated. on the departing Dorati’s relation to the National
and his years in Washington. phony has been very much like
; = that of Haydn to the symphonic form.

It was there before he began working
with it, but he was the first one to
realize and demonstrate what it could
become. i
Otherwise, Mahler was an excellent
choice—a eonductor first and a com-
poser in his free time as Dorali is,
and a master of orchestral technique

and pathos; towering climaxes and a
prevailing texture close to that of
chamber musie—which means, for
the performers, cruelly transparent,
allowing ne-margins for error.
Technical lapses were few and
slight; . orchestra responded to
the. music and the conductor with
fine vity and a real mastery
p of the music’s nuances. It was slight-
€ Jy unfortunate, perhaps, that the
od op really’  concert had to open with the adagio
Mghler'¥ Ninth) leaves off and It goes  of the Tenth Symphony music which
(0)even deeper regions of the Pain  needs to breathe, o move with a bit
¥ " _* more freedom than this very correct
he remainder of the program was first performance could muster. .
r:‘H}I\!d‘wﬂ:li Mahler's brilliant Fifth 1t will certainly reach greater
ony, the comp as eond heights in the performances tomight,
exploring every resource of the or-  tomorrow night and Friday after.
O chestra. It is a splendid parting choice  noon—all of which should play io
for a conductor who wants to sav, in  packed houses if Washington knows
effect: “Look; this is orchestraand a rare musical event when it hap-
this is what i can do.” A program like . pens.
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