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mous “Transfiguration de
Notre Seigneur Jesus-
Christ™ is finally available
in your favorite record
shop, and whatever you
may happen to think of this
man’s strange exolic, p

musical vocalmlary

singular musical in ll
gence, the two-rec

phony is quite an of

The sound W
gua sound, olute]y
glorious, engi-
neers have
lar job i ing it.

ctacu-
you'. m D;:g;

, on Mar. 28, 1972,
ork would have been
rded there. Not so —

rec

N4 \kg:don went to much ma-

ed Constitution Hall to
do its job, and the result
vindicates their judgment
conclusively.

The orchestra was, of
course, considerably aug-
mented for the occasion —
Messiaen never was bashful
about his demands for mu-
sic-making machines. But it
is still recognizably the Na-
tional Symphony, and it is
recognizably a great ensem-

e.
A taste for Messiaen is, I

suppose, something like a |

taste for olives, caviar, or
sacramental wine. Not ev-
erybody has it, and I must
candidly confess that, while
I can admire the man's
music, 1 can't fall in love

n' le, golden ori-
melod;ous warbler
mm).Westem o
). hlue mock-

ored soi:tmre {Henoo).

grayish

tropical mochn bird
(Mexico), blackcap
(France), olive-tree war-
bler in, Greece), scar-
let tanager, indi ing,
rose-breasted gros
(North

, crimson-
winged finch, Moussier's
redstart of the High Atlas,
peregrine falcon and Bonel-
li’s eagle for assists. A treat
for the ornithologists.

As to the synesthesia, this
enables Messiaen to de-
scribe, for example, a por-
tion of the “Perfecte con-
scius illius™ as “a refrain,
the harmonies of which go
from blue striped with
green to black spotted with
red and gold, by way of
diamond, emerald, pur-
phsh-b!ue with a dominant
pool of orange studded with
milky white” in the sincere
belief that he is communi-

cating something -
ful to his listeners. The



*Chorale of the Holy Mount"
in the first septenary were
exquisitely lovely and elo-
quent music; the ‘Terribilis
est locus iste’ and the ‘Tota
Irinitis apparuit’ in the
second septenary were
strong, beautifully bal-

, and awe-inspiring in
their majesty. X

“But for the most part, ' ((( "\

the “Transfiguration’ )‘\

struck me as some sort \‘/ //
aural flea market fro

which Messiaen picked a
chose this or that sonic,od

cy.
‘*“The ‘Transfj
which took Messi
four years to co
strikes me as e

Olivier Messiaen

have meaning only for Mes-
siaen; synesthesia is an
aberration not shared by
mankind as a whole.

As to the work itself,
here's what I wrote about
the 1972 Kennedy Center
premiere at the time:

“MESSIAEN 1S,

course, an enormously m ﬁ
ed composer. He is a

very undisciplined 5

er (in a sense), a
mystic, and som
eccentric. His g

ning. The ‘Quam di ecta

“tua”and the
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