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uAntal Dorati /?*-
on Joseph Haydn: 
'Great Talent 
to Great Genius' 

By Paul Hume 

Ask An ta l Dora t i why Joseph Hay­
dn is being honored w i t h a three-
week festival at the Kennedy Center 
and he has a f i r m and convincing 
answer. 

' H i s t ime has come. A n d i t is not 
so late as i t may seem. Mozart came 
on l ike a boy genius—a comet. Bee­
thoven was a revolutionary, a f ighter." 
There was a reflective pause for a 
moment, and then the music director 
of the Nat ional Symphony, who is 
also serving as music director of one 
of the biggest one-man music fes-' 
tivals i n history, went on. 

"Haydn was a man who l ived a l i fe 
that went f rom great talent to great 
genius. He planted, the f ru i t ripened, 
then he harvested. He began as a 
servant—'' again Dorati stopped brief­
ly—"Is i t coincidence that he wrote 
his greatest works after he finished 
serving — when he became a free 
man? I do not know. 1 do not t h ink 
so." 

Anta l Dorat i has a special place in 
the present w o r l d - w i d e sweep of 
Haydn's music that is now going on, 
of which the Kennedy Center is one 
example. He has already, through a 
cont inuing series of recordings, con­
ducted more Haydn music than any 
other conductor. Asked for verifica­
t ion of this, he gr inned happily. "Yes. 
Two men have conducted this much 
Haydn. I am the other one." 

Haydn of course conducted a l l of 
his own music. I n the decades dur ing 
which he served the princes of the 
Esterhazy family at Eisenstadt in 
Austr ia , he conducted his symphonies, 
operas, and concertos as he composed 
them. When he left Esterhaza, for the 
f i rs t of two t r iumphant tours to Lon­
don, his contract i n that city, w i t h the 
impresario Salomon, specified that he 
should conduct the six new sym­
phonies he had wr i t t en for the tour. 

Dora t i has now completed record­
ing a l l of the symphonies i n an unpre­
cedented seines whose sales have al­
ready entered their second mi l l i on . 
They have also, despite Dorati 's mod­
est observation that he is "not an 
award collector," won seven of the 
world's outstanding awards for record­
ings. The latest of these, given earlier 
this month, was the prestigious Mon-
treux Pr ix Mondial . 

W i t h the symphonies behind h im, 
Dora t i has now also recorded the 
piano concertos w i t h his wife. Use 
von Alpenheim, as soloist. She has 
also recorded the earlier concertos 
for fortepiano w i t h a chamber or­
chestra wi thout conductor. Dorat i has 
also finished the other ins t rumental 
concertos, those for v io l i n , cello, 
t rumpet , and organ. 

The latest chapter in the record­
ings is the project that w i l l eventually 
b r ing to discs a l l the Haydn operas. 
The first of this series, "LTnfedelta 
Premiata" is already completed. The ek
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o t h e r s ' w i l l be done over the next six 
or seven years. 

Wi th an almost impish gr in . Dora t i 
admitted to w r i t i n g a Haydn hoax, 
' j u s t for fun." The Decca people are 
so delighted w i t h the way their 
Haydn records are doing that 1 de­
cided to surprise them." 

" I wrote a finale for a Haydn sym­
phony. One theme is based on the 
notes D-E-C-C-A, and a second theme 
on my own ini t ia ls . A-D. I worked i t 
a l l out wel l . I th ink , and we (the 
orchestra w i t h which he was then 
recording) played i t through jus t for 
fun. I signed it » i t h f 1 n a n a . " r a r f | of 
my name. 'Arnaldo T a i l ' Then I wrote 
a "IlTtle article about having 'dis­
covered' i t . The Decca people wanted 
to go ahead and record i t , but I said 
no." 

His thoughts once more back on 
Haydn the composer, Dorat i said. 
"Brahms was very much influenced 
bv Haydn. Beethoven, too. Actual ly 
Beethoven was influenced by h i m 
far more than by Mozart ." He added. 
"Haydn was wonderful ly generous of 
course i n speaking of both Mozart 
and Beethoven. He wrote that le t ter 
to the Elector of Bonn praising 
Beethoven, and s t i l l the Elector re­
fused to give Beethoven a penny 
more." 

I t seemed natural to ask Dora t i i f 
there were s t i l l Haydn works for h im 
to record. "Yes, there are the 24 
menuets which he wrote in 1792 after 
his f i rs t t r i p to England. He wrote 
them for a Redoutenball. I have jus t 
recorded them. Then there are five or 
six overtures — not the opera over­
tures which w i l l of course come w i t h 
the operas. Then I think I w i l l have 
finished a l l of the orchestral works. 
There are chamber things, of course, 
and I have offered to consult about 
them, but they would be done wi th ­
out a conductor." 

Suddenly, a special enthusiasm 
l igh ted up his face again. " I must t e l l 
you about the narra t ion that Mar ian 
Anderson w i l l read dur ing our per­
formance of 'The Seven Last Words. ' 
You know I was wondering what text 
to use. (Haydn wrote the music to be 
played dur ing the Three Hours Devo­
t ion on Good Friday i n the Cathedral 
of Cadiz, and whatever text was read 
between the seven movements has not 
survived.) 

"Well, it seems l ike a small miracle. 
Just on the day that 1 was i n Paris 
to rehearse the Messiaen 'Transfigura­
t ion ' for a periormance wi th a French 
chorus i n Stockholm. I saw an an­
nouncement of 'The Seven Last 
Words' that evening to be given i n 
St. Sulpice. So—I had rehearsed five 
or six hours, but I was not t i red, and 
1 went to hear i t . v 

" A n d the t$xt was wonderful . I t was 
w r i t t e n by a French priest named 
Georges Durand i n Marseilles. So I 
called to Bernard Lefort , the director 
of the music festivals in Aix-en-
Provence. who wants me to do a 
Haydn Festival there next year, and 
I asked h im. since A ix is so near to 

-Marseil les, to f ind this priest and to 
get permission f rom h im to use this 
text here in our festival on Oct. 7 
when Mar ian Anderson w i l l narrate. 
And we got the permission to use i t . " 
I t is out of a l i fe t ime of that k ind of 
experience that Dora t i is prepared 
tonight to open history's greatest 
Haydn festival. 
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