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Arratg, in which an innocent man stood branded
e world as 4 traitor, is perhaps the most celebrated mis-
justice in modern times. For 12 tortured years the question
Dreyfus’ guilt or innocence kept all France in a turmoil
aused the world to doubt the sanity of that obsessed nation.
atic, terrible, relentlessly absorbing, the case disclosed forgers
iars in the highest places; it set family against family and
isoried a whole people with hysteria and unreason. But before
the end it also brought forth heroes and patriots who risked every-
thing to restore the ideal of rule by law and absolve the conscience
of France.
In Captain Dreyfus, Nicholas Halasz has recaptured the gripping
fascination of a time when a man, a nation and the very concept of
justice itself were on trial.

“*Captain’ Dreyjus: The Story of @ Mass Hysteria” copyright t955 by Nickolas Ralars, is pablithed
a1 83,50 by Simon and Schaster, Inc., 630 Filth Ave,, New York 30, N.¥. 175




CAPTAIN DREYFUS:

4 Jury 20, 1804,
{ a visitor was
Y announced to

Calonel Max von 3
Schwarzkoppen. military attaché of
the German Embassy in Paris. The
caller was a slightly built gentleman
with drawn features, deep-seated
black eyes and a large mustache. He

. was in his early 40's and wore the
red ribbon of the Legion of Honor.
He was unmistakably a French offi-
cer in mufti.

The visitor explained that he had
come to volunteer his services as a
spy- Financial difficulties aggra-
vated by his wife’s illness forced him
to this expedient. He had excellent
connections, he said, in the French
Ministry of War. To prove it
reached intg his pocker and offer
to hand over a secret docu

At this point the astori

trist a man, however
ho comes unknown

The Story of a
Mass Hysteria

from the streets to
peddle such goods?
Who is to say he
is not an agent pro-
vocateur sent by the French?
However, the colonel was a soldier
and did not have to make decisi
on hisewn. He reported the unusu
visit to Berlin. The reply came b
swiftly: Negotiate,
The colonel had no way
ing the French officer, but

Army stationed at
" sked to be put on the

at a salary of 2000 francs
a month.

Schwarzkoppen refused this re-
quest, but agreed to pay cash on de-
livery for documents according to
their worth.

Three weeks later Esterhazy de-
livered general orders for the French
artillery in the event of mobiliza-
tion. Its value appeared unquestion-
able. Schwarzkoppen handed over
1000 francs,

On September 1 Esterhazy deliv-
ered several fresh documents. He
had also meant to deliver with them,
written out in his own hand, a
borderean, or itemized list of th

may be checked by
That borderean
world-famous,
later sent it
i epted a

an ng years divided the
country into factions of unparalleled

It was the beginning of the his-
toric Dreyfus Case.

Lonc serore Esterhazy began his
traffic with Schwarzkoppen, France
had been plagued by espionage
leaks. As far as three years back the
Second Bureau, as the General
Staff's department of intelligence
was called, had been aware that the
German Embassy had access to
secret information. New military
maps of regions along the German
and Italian frontiers had been mys-
teriously disappearing, and no one
could discover how. Intelligence of-
ficers worked mightily to unearth
any possible avenue into the Gen-
eral Staff. It was a period of grave
tensions between France and Ger-
many and mail to the German Em-
bassy was regularly intercepted, The
military attaché’s mail in particular
was carefully scrutinized.

with the same alias,
Alexandrine.”” One note signed in
way had especially alerted the
redu:

Enclosed are 12 detail maps of
Nice that the scoundrel D———
left with me for you. I told him
you had no intention of taking up
relations with him again. He said
there was a misunderstanding, and
that he will do his best to satisfy
you,

An examination of the handwrit-
ing proved that the “Alexandrine”
who wrote this note was Schwarz-
koppen. But who was “the scoundrel
D——" who had supplied him the
maps? The Second Bureau sought in
vain to learn his identity. The prob-
lem was still agitating them when
Count Esterhazy's bordereau was
intercepted from Schwarzkoppen's
mail.

The bordereau was written on
both sides of a sheet of cream-col-
ored graph paper. Tt read:

I am sending you some interest-
ing information.

1. A note on the hydraulic brake
of the 120 mm. gun.

2. A note on the new plan for
the supporting troops.

3. A note on the modification of
artillery formations.

4. A note concerning Mada-
gascar.

5. The provisional Firing Man-
ual for Field Artillery.




.
This last document is extraor-

dinarily difficult to procure and 1
have it at my disposal only for
a few days. If, therefore, you will
take notes of whatever is of inter-
est to you and hold it at my dis-
posal, 1 shall take it back. 1 am
off to the mancuvers,

When this document was deliv-
ered to Colonel Jean Sandherr, chief
of the Second Burcau’s counter-
espionage, he was appalled. For it
was apparent that the author of the
borderean must be on, or closely
connected with someone on, the
General Staff. How else could he
get secret information about such
different activities of the Army?
Here, Sandherr decided, was the

ghost that had been haunting them,
“the scoundrel D- " of Schwarz-
koppen’s note.

No suspicion of Major Esterhazv
crossed his mind, although Ester-
hazy’s squalid financial practices
were by no means unknown to his
fellow officers. Although he was
born in Paris, Count Esterhazy

ever to be out of financial
. He turned up now as di-
of a dubious finance corpora-
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tion, now as shareholder in a fash-
ionable house of prostitution.

But Colonel Sandherr was to look
elsewhere for the culprit. Since the
author of the borderean had written
“I am off to the maneuvers,” he de-
cided to consult the chief of military
transportation, Colonel Pierre-Elie
Fabre.

Fabre scrutinized the bordereau
and concluded that its author must
be an artilleryman with contacts in
other branches of the service. “A
probationer!” It seemed a dazzling-
ly brilliant solution.

Breathlessly, they got out the
of probationers—the young office

who were not yet attached t

one bureau of the General § ut
were shifted on temporary| assi
ment from one office to ano :r.2 )

's and
Drey@

They went down

In their elief,” they
fou ol ds read the
oth ou as the Jew!”

A inTances of Alfred
s, the only Jew on the Gen-
fl, regarded him as a very
caricature of the Army caste. He was
cold. unbending, brilliant, utterly
devoted to his profession to the ex-
clusion of all else. His reserve was
impenetrable, his zeal for study
boundless, his appetite for work in-
satiable.

Alfred was born in Alsace in 1859,
the son of a prosperous textile manu-
facturer. He early decided to become
an Army officer, and at the age of
19 entered the Ecole Polytechnique,

(|2

1955

that famous institution which had
launched so many young men on
military careers. He earned a repu-
tation there as a daring horseman
and a good fencer, but he was no
popular with his classmates. 3
were for the most part sons of
old nobility or civil sepvar

gone to the same Jesuij fl/;@r oy

school, and formed a y;}vmt
group—obviol ndiWrc‘
ferment in the Army and premiotion
to the al S

Dreyfisa
had an—inde

ent income of
id not make him
t liked.
_In the Army, where he was as-
“signed to the artillery, he devoted
himself to his work with single-
minded ambition. At the age of 30
he was a captain in the Central
School of Explosives at Bourges. He
then applied for admission to the
Ecole de Guerre, open only to of-
ficers who were considered suitable
material for the General Staff,
Meanwhile he had become en-
gaged to Lucie Hadamard, a serious-
minded girl from a wealthy and dis-
tinguished family of French Jews.
On the day of his marriage he was
notified he had been accepted at the
Ecole de Guerre. After the honey-
moon Alfred and Lucie settled
down to a life of military scholar-
ship, taking up residence in a fash-
ionable district of Paris. During the
next three years two children were
born to them, a boy and a girl. The
family was a happy one.
In the Ecole de Guerre, Dreyfus

—

capacity for grueling work.
¢ finished the course ninth in a
class of 81.

In 1893 he was appointed to the
General Staff as a probationer, It
was a time of rising anti-Semitism
in France, and to some staff officers
the presence of a Jew in this inner
sanctum came as a shock. A last-
minute effort was made to fend off
Dreyfus. Colonel Sandherr entered
a formal protest, describing the ap-
pointment as a security risk. But
such a description would have
struck too many people as outra-
geous, for the fitness reports on Cap-
tain Dreyfus throughout his military
carcer testified to his abilities and
his high standards of professional
conduct. There was nothing the
anti-Semites could do to block his
appointment. He had been on the
General Staff a year when Ester-
hazy wrote the meticulous and
treasonous bordereatt.

Dreyrus’ FiLE was now brought
out and samples of his handwriting
placed side by side with the or-
derean. Sandherr and Fabre pored
over the exhibit, comparing the two
handwritings. Not being men who
needed much convincing, they
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noted a similarity. Sandherr in-
formed his immediate superior and,
after a furthur and equally inconclu-
sive check of the handwriting, the
news of Dreyfus’ suspected guilt was
passed on, through channels, to Gen-
eral Avguste Mercier, the Minister
of War.

Mercier at once closeted himself
for a long talk with the Premier,
Charles Dupuy. Both these men
were aware they were handling
dynamite. The fate of the govern-
ment was involved. To announce
that a spy had been caught inevi-
tably would reveal that the General
Staff had been lax in allowing spy-
ing to be done. They must make
sure of the criminal before letting
the political opposition learn of the
crime. Premier Dupuy and General
Mercicr agreed that all must be kept
secret until the case was airtight.

The handwriting expert of the
Banque de France, who had been
called in, said the borderean could
have been written by a person other
than the writer of the samples sub-
mitted to him for comparison.\Bu
Alphonse Bertillon, famed cripli-
nolog:st of the Paris pelic sid-
ered it “manifest (3t the.identical
person wrote bot}\ }Qc sai plc.s and)
the mcrlr‘?n g r\s(ercaaf‘ This/
oplmm‘l :m.c ed as proof of
rcy( h{letd .md War Minister

rc;e: 115\ ftlv into action.
;m*Lwar{ftacL that the writer
¢ bordéreau had s.ud he was

t the maneuvers,” whereas no
batmncrs had attended the ma-
vers that year, was somehow ex-

plained away. And the fact that the
borderean was full of obvious Ger-
manisms, whereas Dreyfus wrote a
flawless French, was ignored. As-
suming that investigation would
almost certainly disclose further
evidence, Mercier ordered Drey-
fus” arrest,

The arrest, which for political ex-
pedience was to be made in secret,
was arranged by the Marquis du
Paty de Clam, a major on the Gen-
eral Stafl. Dreyfus was directed to
appear at an inspection of General
Staff probationers at the office of the
Chief of Staff. The time: Octiaber
15, g p.m. Civilian attire. 3

Dreyfus arrived punctually. /Ha
was astonished to discover| nﬁ]y Ma.
jor du Paty present and three men )
in civilian attire who obviously were/
not staff officers, % he three” stood
about feigning.inc \fgrcncqand the
lum(mw, t/I h.INU did not intro-
(lmv “them 'I’h\cv wyere police of-
tmzrs \The| n&\;urql{?s asked Drc)-im if
he \mﬁ{d \\nré a letter for him
\ \‘IJ/inL‘ the arrival of the in-
wcting officer. He had injured his
finger, he explained, and could not
hold a pen.

Dreyfus sat down at a desk and
Du Paty began to dictate. He dic-
tated an ordinary letter, but loaded
it with phrases from the bordereau,
meanwhile watching Dreyfus’ reac-
tion intently. Dreyfus remained un-
moved and Du Paty became an-
noyed. “Watch out,” he warned,
scowling. “This is very serious.”

It seemed to Du Paty that the
blackguard had no nerves. Phrase
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aﬁc:dthK from the borderean pep-
pered him, yet his writing remained
calm and businesslike. Du Paty gave
up in midstream.

“I arrest you in the name of the
Taw!” he shouted. “You are accused
of high treason.”

As the plain-clothes men moved
to stand oyver Dreyfus, he jumped
to his feet and cried out in terrible
anger, “Show me proof of the in-
famy you pretend 1 committed.”

“The proofs are overwhelming,”
Du Paty replied curtly.

He ook out a pistol and put it on
the table before Dreyfus. Then he
stared silently. But Dreyfus had no
intention of killing himself; when
this became apparent, he was re-
maved to an isolated cell in the
Cherche-Midi prison.

Du Paty and an aide then has-
tened to Dreyfus' home to take
Lucie Dreyfus by surprise. Mme.
Dreyfus sensed disaster instantly.
Du Paty was courteous but grave.
“T am afraid 1 bring bad news,”
he said.

Lucie paled. “Is he dead?"

Du Paty shook his head.

“Has he fallen from his_horse

Again Du Paty shook 1

arned her that if
d elp her husband she
X try to find him; she must
Ceep)everything secret and tell no
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one. He appealed to her on patriotic
grounds, A slip of the tongue, he
said, and war might break out.
Lucie apparently believed him. She
did not inform even Dreyfus’ broth-
ers of the arrest. This was a mistake,
as it turned out. For, at this junc-
ture, when the Army had not yet
staked its honor on conviction,
energetic intervention might have
rallied public opinion and freed
her husband.

Du Paty produced a search war-
rant and he and his aide ransacked
every drawer, closet, bookshelf, and
examined every slip of paper. They
took away the houschold ledger dnd
the love letters Alfred and Lucie ha
written during their engag
But they turned up no ing
ing documents, nor did €
any cream-colored graph paper such
as the border¢au<Bafl been writee

on—which t thefCwere

looking fg
Mercier pushed the
r o develop further evi-
For a moment hope flared.
aiy network of stool pigeons pro-
duced a report that Dreyfus fre
quented suspicious cafés and was a
gambler. But it turned out to be an-
ather Dreyfus, the owner of a police
record. Police Chief Louis Lepine
himself checked inch by inch over
Dreyfus’ entire life and found not a
suspicion of perfidy,
The Marquis du Paty, who was
considered the General Staff's hand-
writing “expert.” spent hours in

n [gbr(/\;';ﬁ ‘ord you find the first
majur contribution to added driver
and passenger safety in automobile
sidpnts. It is Lifeguard Des
he result of over two years of in-
ensive research. Let's take a look.

Ford’s new Lifeguard
P wheel is part of the

story. Drivers are more
apt to be injured by the steering
post in accidents than by anything
So, the steering post has been
ed more than three inches.
spoke wheel, with its deep-
center construction, is designed to
act as a cushion under impact.

New Lifeguard

s seat belts, an op-
¥ tional Lifeguard

feature, are de-
signed to keep driver
and riders securely in their seats
foradded safety. Belts arestaunchly
anchored to the steel floor . . . and
are stronger than CAA require-
ments for airline seat belts.

sun visors, also op-
tional, give extra protection against
injury should passengers be thrown
forward in a collision. Ford's spe-
ial padding material is five times
as shock absorbent as foam rubber!

New Lifeguard door locks help re-
duce the possibility of riders being
thrown from the car in an accident.
Conventional door latches, strong
as they are, hold in one direction
only, like Angers at left, below.
Doors l]'l-\y E)\)PUP('I\ umlel‘ i]['lpill'l.

owiﬁ‘?ﬁ/ ﬂ{’f_@
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Ford's new Lifeguard door latches
have a “double grip” like fingers
at right . . . give added protection
against doors springing open.
Visit your Ford Dealer soon and
sce how you and yours are given
extra safeguards in the 56 Ford.
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Dreyfus’ cell, making Dreyfus write
the text of the barderean in various
postures. Dreyfus wrote sitting,
standing, leaning against a wall,
crouched over the floor—in every
possible posture. Du Paty was con-
vinced he must in the end discover
the position which would make
Dreyfus’ handwriting identical with
that on the borderean. But this
game proved futile.

A week went by, and Du Paty
succeeded in getting nothing out of
Dreyfus except the truth, which he
refused to believe. The police investi
gation was equally fruitless. There
remained only the highly assailable
evidence of the similar-dissimilir
handwriting on the borderean. It
seemed Dreyfus must be released
with the verdict of “not proven.”

Then the dreaded leak to the pub-
lic eccurred, which made this course
impossible. It was Major Henry who
pulled the plug.

Major Hubert Henry, who did
the Second Bureau’s dirty work, w as
the only officer on the General §
to have risen [rom the rank
peasant stock, uneducated, 3

i¢ Count E
n PMirposes, had
him as a Iriend.
€ seven languag
; v.German affairs thorough-
had considerable back-
ground on Austrian and Italian af.
fafrs as well. For an international
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illiterate like Henry, the count’s help
in translations and in background
information was invaluable. The
two had become close.
“ 1f Maijor Henry recognized his
friend Esterhazy’s handwriting on
the borderean, hie gave no indici-
tion of it. Instead. perhaps on his
own, perhaps prodded by Esterhazy
(who had everything to gain if the
issue against Dreyius were forced),
Henry now communicated the fact
of Drevtus’ arrest to the press,

On October 2g the following item
appeared in the popular anti-Semitic
newspdper La Libre Parole:

Is it a fact that on erders fron

the Illil.l:li’!‘ @ N portank-arrest
The prisgher

has been made?
Tt ihis

accused of high treason.
news is true, why
ANSWET 18 urge

el iniplled to
uniqué, ad-
¢ officer had
pmnn of *
some documents

General

giv-

Allred  Drevius was head
lined as the traitor. Soon most of the
Paris press echoed La Libre Parole's
accusation that Minister of War's
office was “a cesspool, worse than
the Augean stables.” The furor was
so great that the Cabinet held an
emergency meeting. It was decided
that the government could not sur-
vive a quashing of the case. Dreyfus
must he tried.

he silcncuw
requested.
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Wira ner husband’s name made
public, Lucie Dreyvfus sent a tele-
gram to Alsace to her brother-in-law
Mathieu, who had been closest to
Alfred. He hastened to Paris and
implored Major du Paty to let him
visit his brother's cell. He gave his
word of honor that, should his
brother confess that he had com-
mitted treason, then he, Mathieu,
would hand his own brother a re-
volver and demand that he kill him-
sclf then and there. Du Paty rejected
his plea.

On December 4 the Investigator
for the Court, Bexon D'Ormesch-
ville, drew up his case. It rested
mainly on the borderean. No hand-
writing expert today would have the
least difficulty in deciding that
Dreyfus could not have written this,
And even then, when their science
was far more rudimentary. the five
handwriting experts who were to
testity held contradictory opinions.
So this aspect of the case was a
bucket of eels.

Hence D'Ormeschville

have to rely on argument, pai

jappier about an-
at had just come
ds. When the Italian
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cerned lest he somehow become in-
volved in the case. On November 2
he sent a ¢able in code to Rome: “If
Captain D, had ne relations with
you. a denial would be welcome to
avoid press comment.” The ltalian
code had been broken and the mes-
sage was decoded. Major du Paty
made a “free translation” of it for
the Second Bureau's files: “D. ar-
rested. Precautions taken. Emissary
warned."”

The prosecutor knew his French
penal code, Article 101 reads: “All
documents that might serve to ¢on-
vict the defendant must be
to him.” How long could Du Pa
“free translation” stand u

®

original? The pros
such evidence, if pfesented in‘court,
would ineyi w up iﬁ:his face.

¥’ the case to
jrtions, “Dreyfus is
ernational Jewry,”
roix, “which has decided

vige the territory of France.” All
unsolved treasons of the recent past
were charged to the Jewish captain,
and Le Temps and Le Matin joined
in unearthing a love interest. Drey-
fus had a swectheart in Nice, they
announced, an Italian beauty of no-
ble birth who had seduced him into
committing treason. La Libre Pa-
role, La Cocarde and La Patyre all
demanded that he be put to death.

It was obvious what would follow
a failure to convict Drevfus: Mercier

How the .
accide

o
te one day—not long ago—a new
i f cake batter had just been
ixed—and poured into a pan.
Then—a cup of water was spilled
pver it—by accident. And just out of
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The result after baking? The water
had been transformed into a smooth,
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ALl in one pan. And all in one baking!
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people zlways do—about something
yood and completely

Fret@%@mew “cake with sauce”

.of pouring a cup of
water on a
fine cake batter
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lifferent! Everybody
started asking ques-
tions. How did it
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to make? What fla-
vors should be of- ;
fered? (Chocolate,
icaramel pecan, and
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popularin later rests. )
What should it be
called? It wasn't just
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would be out, probably the govern-
ment too. Possibly the entire Gen
eral Staff would be replaced.

In this crisis a proposition was put
lorward by Colonel Sandherr. This
was simply to confront the court
| with the Second Bureau's file on the
| case and classify it “secret,” thus pre-
venting the defense from examining
it and tearing it to pieces.

General Mercier hesitated for a
long time. That Dreyfus was actual
ly guilty he never doubted, nor did
any other officer on the staff except
possibly Major Henry. But a War
Minister cannot ignore the law with
out incurring grave risks. To sct
aside Article o1 in the present tem
per of affairs would be regarded as
in act of patriotism. How would it
be regarded at some later date when

the present temper changed?® If

some political opponent then
brought it to light, it would be irrep
arably damaging.

He told Sandherr that he must
have time to think about it. {hru
days passed without word from

Then on December 15 La T}

Parole announced triumphant
ly: “Dreyfus is commi
b\’ court-martial

has prevailed ove
umsplru in the d:

Thé die' was cast Thé ideal of gov
uhtﬂi by faw and not by men was
I]'Htl.t.d to-its ordeal.

L uu:mx-.; for a lawyer to de-
fgnd Alfred, the Dreyfus family set-
tléd on Edgar Demange. Demange.
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of high repute in criminal law, was a
man of advanced age and a devout
Catholic. He would not be attracted
either by the withering publicity or

by a fee, however large. Nor was
there any nonsense in Demange

about giving the benefit of the doubt
to the defendant. “Should 1 find the
least reason to doubt his innocence.”
he told the Dreyfus family, “I will
refuse to defend him. In effect,
shall be his first judge.”

Demange studied the family's evi
dence on Dreyfus’ career and then
called for the government’s evidence
under Article 101, He was thund
struck. Was this all: the bordere

dispute among handwritng ¢

perts, a prosecutor’s petit{ l/\nim —6f )

suppositions and theories 2t )
The decision to ysg the '\(mm.lﬂ/w'
reau’s secret fife“had not_yet-been
taken.

im mu(mu'd of
baid. 1 will defend

Thc \decision to go to trial taken
Direyfus was permitted to write his
iafe. “My judges are loyal and hon-
est soldiers. like myself,”

he wrote.
“They will recognize the error that
has been committed. I have nothing
to fes

Trial began December 19, 1894, in
an 18th-century palace on the Rue
Cherche-Midi. The courtroom was
large and gloomy, illuminated by
yellow gaslight. Iis tiny windows
were cut into thick stone walls. The
press had intimated that the court
martial would be held behind closed

HE CONTINENTAL‘MARK..

— Continental Division » Ford
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doors. As a result, few of the public
attended.

Colonel Maurel, the presiding
judge, ordered the accused escorted
in, Captain Dreyfus entered rigidly,
The thin-haired, bespectacled man,
i a small mustache under his sharp
I nose, his skin drawn and shining,
had attired himself in the full-dress
uniform of an officer of the General
Staff. He glanced around stiffly and
felr reassured. Seven Army officers
were to serve as judges; he was
among his own. But he answered
the first formal questions about his
name, address and rank in a voice
that, while irm and carefully emo-
tionless, vet had an artificial intona-
tion. This had always happened
when he was fighting for self-con-
trol, He had long known it made a
bad impression. But that only made
it more difficult to eliminate.
| Proceedings began with an argu-
ment over whether the trial should
be public, The prosecution wanted
the trial held in camera. Demange,
for the defense, naturally wanted t
' public present. A stormy debate
f sued, in which the old man cou

It was a (kﬁ:’l
knew it. Drc‘

prosecution.” Dreyfus’ two
Mathieu and JICch\ left

g lgmqlv and anxiously. Only wit-
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nesses and experts, the chief of police
and the official Ministry of War ob-
server, Major Georges Picquart,
were permitted to remain.

The early nervousness left Drey-
fus when he began his testimony.
He went over the various items list-
ed in the bordereat in a matter-of-
fact, almost discursive tone. He ex-
plained why it was impossible for
him to have been in possession of
information abour the r20 mm. gun
and its supporting troaps, or on the
Madagascar expedition, and why he
could not have written, “I'm off 1
the maneuvers.” His memory neve
failed him, and he did not hesitate
over his answers.

His testimony octupic
court’s first session. When
over it was obvious

for a busy night
finistry. The lights in
laces burned late.

gother General Mercier and
Colonel Sandherr sifted through the
Second Bureau's records and put
together a long memorandum. It
consisted of the files of previously
unsolved cspmn.lgc cases, with com-
mentary by General Mercier deftly
linking l)rt‘yfus to each. It included
Du Paty’s “free translation” of the
Iralian telegram, and mentioned
that Dreyfus had served at Bourges
where an explosives formula had
been stolen (although the theft oc-

This is the
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curred before his tour of duty there).
It was in effect a kind of criminal
biography which interpreted Drey-
fus’ studious and unrelenting zeal as
a German-inspired desire to learn all
about the French Army. They sealed
it in a large envelope, placed this in
a still-larger envelope, then sealed
that too, and gave it to Du Paty to
deliver to the court. It was to be
given to the judges as they retired to
deliberate their verdict.

On the second day of the trial
Major Henry asked to appear as a
witness. Had he had any advance
warning that Dreyfus was a spy’?
“Yes,” he answered in a thunderous
voice. An “unimpeachable source™
had warned Major Henry as early as
the previaus March that there was a
traitor in the Ministry of War, Then
suddenly the witness pointed
straight at the accused. “And there
is the traitor!” he roared.

Dreyfus jumped indignanty to
his feet. So did his counsel. They de-
manded under Article 1o1 that Hen-
ry name the person who gave the
warning. Henry refused. And the
presiding judge intervened. “You
not_have to name the pé f
told Henry. “It wi
affirm on your he

ided. The verdict would
deliberated. As the judges
roge and prepared to retire, Maijor du

November

Paty sauntered over and unobtru-
sively slipped the presiding judge
the envelope from General Mercier.
Colonel Maurel opened it and found
a note from the War Minister re-
questing him to read the contents of
the enclosed envelope to the judges
during their deliberation.

It was an impressively bulky es-
pionage file, and whatever the com-
mentary which accompanied it
lacked in logic it made up for in au-
thority. It was signed by General
Mercier. It would not have taken a
very clever lawyer to make hash of
it, but no lawyer was present—ol
General Mercier's subordinates.

After an hour they called
into session again to hear t
pleas. Demange spoke fi
hours. He concentr
dereau. After al

AyTs “I am inno-
atd simply.
vfus was now led from the
room. After another brief pe-
riod of retirement the judges re-
turned and Colonel Maurel read the
verdict, It was unanimous. Captain
Alfred Dreyfus was found guilty of
treason and condemned to dishonor-
able discharge from the Army, to
deportation and exile for life in a
fortified place.

In the courtroom the only broken
heart was Demange’s. The old man
wept aloud.

1055 CAPTAIN DREYFUS: THE STORY OF A N

Ox jaxuary s, 18gs, Alfred Drey-
fus was publicly drummed out of
the French Army. The proceedings,
formal as an execution, were held on
the parade ground of the Ecole Mil§
taire, The great crowds that carfie
watch had to be held at bay
heavy military cordon,
a lynching mood. and
Jew!” was hear

Each regi
son had sefit s

i lht S{Lpuhli-
four soldiers with
In their midst
ed Captain Dreyfus.

The vast crowd was silent as the
intle group ground to a halt before
General Darras, who sat awaiting
them on horseback. The general
drew his sword. In a veice that
sounded tiny in that huge, silent
space he cried: “Alfred Dreyfus, you
are unworthy of carrying arms, We
herewith degrade you in the name
of the people of France.”

Dreyfus stirred, He had been
standing at attention. Now he lifted
up his head. “Soldiers!™ he shouted.
“An innocent is dishonored. Long
live France!” His voice, too, sound-
ed tiny, but it carried 1o the crowd
outside. The crowd roared back an-
grily, "Death to the Jew!”

The giant sergeant rushed at
Dreyfus. He tore the epaulets from
the captain’s shoulders and then tore
the red stripes. marking him as a
General Staff officer, from his trou-
sers, Finally he ok the captain’s
sword and broke it in two, He threw

¢ sofdiers ranked column after col-
in lines of parade dress. He
ced with the unbending preci-
of a staff officer on inspection.
he effect was ghastly. His uniform
seemed suddenly naked. At regular
intervals he threw up his arms and
with a face that was nearly maniacal
in its effort to conceal its suffering
eried: “I am innocent. Long live
France!”

Six weeks after this devastating
ceremony, Dreyfus was en route to
Devil's Island, the noterious French
penal colony off the coast of South
America, He need not have gone
there. For General Mercier, who still
yearned for proof that the court-mar-
tial verdict was just, sent Du Paty to
his cell with a proposition: There
were many ways in which his life
in exile could be made supportable,
The place chosen need not be a blis-
tering rock in a desolate sea. It could
be a garden spot. His family might
be permitted to join him. There
could be other privileges. Dreyfus
had only to confess. He need not ad-
mit deliberate treason. It would suf-
fice if he pleaded a moment of men-
tal aberration, perhaps only criminal
carelessness.

Drevfus replied to this offer in-
stantly, in a letter to General Mer-
cier. The only privilege he wanted
was that the search for the traitor be
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continued and pressed 10 a success-
ful conclusion.
As he was being transported to the
ship, the crowd at La Rochelle sta-
tion angrily rushed the convict train
and tried to mob him. Dreyfus thor-
I oughly sympathized with their feel-

ing. He wasa soldier to the core, and
| the people’s trust in their Army was
a sacred charge to him. “I was trans
ported as the vile scoundrel whom 1
represent deserves to be,” he wrote
Lucie at the ume. “As long as [ rep-
resent such a miserable creature, 1
cannot but approve.”

Dxevrus amave the long voyage to
Devil's Island in chains, and his
{ incarceration there was arranged
1 with fantastic caution. He was
placed in 4 stone hut which was sur-
rounded by a high stone wall. The
windows and door were barred and
from a small anteroom of the hut a
guard, who was relieved every two
hours, kept a constant watch on his
movements, Five men were detailed

to this duty.
He was never allowed to sit fac
the sea. It was feared he might \i}!\ll\l

to someone in that blinding )_lmw
His request that work &s\smn\q:l
him was turned doywnand Lu

| request to join hi
the law .lu.
tees—wa

ter m\?“ 1

|
por/ )
cu ise\rejee ul No le
1&.}nﬂ‘.ll sion to his
§ ed /to reach  him,
as-takien for a walk on
shadeless strip of rock adjoin-
15 hut, no one was allowed 1o
him. His guards were not
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permitted to answer his questions.

Dreyfus maintained his rigid bear-
ing and his military composure, But
violent neuralgias began to rack his
head. When storms. stirred up the
sea and the waves thundered against
the rock, he took advantage of the
sound to give vent to shrieks of de-
spair. He waited for storms because
he did not want anyone to hear him.

No one heard. He and his case
were entombed in silence.

This existence continued for 18
months. Then the precautions con-
cerning Dreyfus were suddenly dou-
bled. All letters and packages fro
the outside world were stoppes
Where there had been one man
watching him day and night
were now two, with orders td rejw a3
Dreyfus’ every gesture and change ) )
of expression. A s d stone \?alTl//
was erected aroundith first one, and
for the two mon it \v:hnm-
pleted he(as to his cot
i double-ixcns
wbures) Were taken be.

\tl)r/t}llls had made a
e silenc

that had fallen

¥, he knew. He had resorted to
a hoax to break it.

Through a friend he succeeded in
tting published in England a fab-
ricated report that Dreyfus had es-
caped from Devil’s Island. As Ma-
thieu had expected, the item was
widely reprinted and the entire Paris
press took it up. It caused the Minis-
ter of Colonies an immensely agitat-
ed hour while he awaited the official
report from Devil's Island; and his

ICEP,

SITS DOWN LIKE A HAND IRON .
special heel rest.
bowl, not onto work counter.

.. . handy key-
on hook, always

.. onits
Drippings fall back into

7 Li éFﬂ/Welght G-E Portable Mixer
~does all mixing jobs. .. only #1925

This #ruly lightweight . . . really port-
able . . . mixer weighs less than 3 pnunds.
yet is powerful enough to do all mixing
jobs!

You can take it ro the food . . . and a
rubber base guard lets you rest mixer on
edge of bowl so that the bowl, not your

hand, supports the mixer! Speed Selector
offers 3 mixing speeds—at your fingertips.
Beater ejector releases beaters at a touch
for easy cleaning,

Sec this mixer at your G-E dealer's
today ! General Electric Company, Small
Appliance Division, Bridgeport 2, Conn.

® Manufucturer’s recommemied retuil ar Fair Trude prige,

e

TURQUOISE

PETAL PINK

CANARY YELLOW

Progress fs Our Most Imporfant Froduct

GENERAL D ELECTRIC



s / o
rat
\ v/ 7

196 i CONDENSED BOOK

frenzied fears were communicated
to Alfred’s jailers.

Mathieu’s hoax accomplished
nothing except publicity. But other
developments, already under way in
the War Ministry, were to keep the
Dreyfus case very much alive,

Ix ataren of 1896, some 15 months
after the case had been closed, an in
teresting petit bleu or special-deliv
ery posteard came into the posses-
sion of the Second Bureau. It had
been written by a woman friend of
von Schwarzkoppen and given to
him to mail. Schw: ll'LLll'EJ]!LII had
never succeeded in mailing it, for it
was somehow stolen from him or
possibly even removed from the let
ter box. The message on the pesit
blew was innocuous, but it was inti
mate in tone—and it was addressed
to Major Count Ferdinand Walsin
Esterhazy!

It was brou to the desk of
Georges Picquart, now a Lieutenant
Colenel and head of the Second Bu-

reat. When Picquart first gl uuul/{

Staff dury. The application came to
Picquart’s desk and it struck him
that there was something familiar
about the handwriting.

In his new post. Picquart had re-
cently had occasion to examine the
highly secret Drevfus file. He now
went direc tly to the safe, got out the
borderean from the I)rulm enve-
lope and compared its writing to
Esterhazy's. Immediately, he sum
moned the criminologist Bertillon.
To Bertillon's credit he did not
quibble. He studied the borderean
again and examined
hazy’s application.
who wrote the borderean.” he saic

Picquart had once taught Dreyfus
at the Ecole de Guerre. He did nn!
like him and, unlike the otherin
Structors, was not evi u\lmplv_wuf |\
his intelligence. Bet(lie swas nowd
'\Uip.lldl!( his to see Justice
done. HLS Jopely b 6 win
1 u(u m\the General
f\:f eyentdal imprison-
: nl JIM\M/UAIII his ]lk
mmm\.nn-n with

then

the pcm blen his reaction was |mm‘ e~ Chiurles (\mm was testified to \lﬂ

diate, “What, another spy " \he
asked. “What is Esterhazydoit

gewing petits bleu
Embassy?” In view (i
unsavory record, l’mN.m de cig
I\up.m L\t/rn {\\{

‘m.uk | rnnw«l,t, Perhaps Ma
1¢nry hni ed to warn him
the w ing watched, perhaps

\\.;:am'n brazenness. At any

hose this moment to make
written application for General

\q)qmllh in court.

"You should have kept the two
es separated,”
said, when Picquart approached
him. “The Dreyfus case is closed.”
When Picquart insisted thar it
should be reopened, General Gonse
lost patience. “What do vou care for

General Gonse

this Jew anyhow?" he asked.
"He is innocent,” Picquart replied
quietly. He could not understand

why that should not
cnough.

be reason

“This is the .m‘m

$
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But the general understood. “For
e,” he said, “truth is what the Min-
istcr of War and the Chief of the
General Staff tell me is true.” Then
he added, “1f you keep silent, no one
need find out anything.”

Picquart forgot the difference in
rank. He forgot the power of a gen-
eral of the Army. “General,” he
cried, “what you say is abominable.
1 do not know yet what I am going
to do. But I v.ill not carry this secret
to my grave.”

The general did not freeze. He did
not bark. But not long afterward he
ordered Picquart to investigdte the
Intelligence Service on the castern
border. When that task was done, he
ordered him directly to the Italian
frontier to inspect the Intelligence
Service there. From the Italian fron-
tier Picquart was sent urgently to
Algiers, and from Algiers to Tunisia
— cach time with letters of praise for
work well done, At first Picquart
suspected nothing. But after nearly
three months a friend wrote to com-
plain that, whenever he inquired,
the Second Bureau replied that Rie
quart was expected b.uL mofnén>
tarily. How long way 4 |-nlé§\

the friend asked

3 \mrdln-' [’[tl'll‘\ bc
an sre\amrﬁg it open. A file on

could be found, and if nothing could
be found it was invented.

But there was a simpler way of dis-
posing of the troublesome Picquart.
Henry suggested that Gonse dis-
patch him to the Tripoli border
where skirmishes were taking place.
A bullet in the right place would, he
felt, successfully stop any reopening
of the Dreyfus case. General Gonse
sent the order.

But Picquart had already insured
that the truth should survive. On a
brief leave in Paris he had left with
his lawyer, Louis Leblois, a letter to
the President of the Republic. The
letter, to be delivered in the event
Picquart’s death, described hm\' Pic>
quart had discovered the real @r
of the bordereau. Tt conclu

1. Walsin-Esterhazy. is a (.\:‘nﬁm
.lgr:nl /Y>
Acts \.h.lrhcd u\Drc‘fu@vert

Mvhm Picquart told him the story
Confidence, Leblois was profound-
ly disturbed. He finally obtained
permission to impart the secret to re-
liable friends if he could do so with-
out divulging Picquart’s name.
The lawyer felt this could be man-
aged. He contacted Auguste Scheur-
er-Kestner, Vice-President of the
Senate, an old and trusted friend of
the Dreyfus family. Senator Scheur-
er could do nothing until the myste-
rious officer Leblois represented was
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willing to come forward with proof.
He hinted privately, however, that
there was evidence of Dreyfus’ in-
nocence, When his views became
known he was savagely reviled by
the press and ostracized in the Sen-
ate, His interest in the case was to
bring him only abuse. But it was the
beginning of a Dreyfusard or “revi-

sionist” movement in high places,

Count Estermazy was becoming
increasingly uncasy. He knew that
several people now suspected him of
having written the bordereans. And
when France's largest newspaper,
Le Matin, published a facsimile of
that famous document, having some-
how obtained a photograph of it,
he was thoroughly alarmed.

In his panic, he rushed to the Ger-
man Embassy and told Schwarz-
koppen that their connection had
been discovered and would soon be
made public by a leading senator.
He suggested that Schwarzkoppen
go to Mme. Dreyfus and assure her
that her husband had actually com-
mitted treason. Schwarzkoppen ¢
fused, and Esterhazy then said

h afady whom
oppen rang for

November

lessness to Berlin, it was decided
Schwarzkoppen had better get out
before the brewing scandal boiled
aver, He was promptly recalled to
Germany. On leaving Paris, he did
the most that a spy can do for his
own self-respect. He could not name
one of his own agents, But in bid-
ding the President a formal farewell,
Schwarzkoppen assured him on his
honor as an officer that he had had
no dealings with Dreyfus.
Meanwhile Henry, aware of the
mounting suspicion of Esterhazy,
consulted Du Paty, who assured Es-
terhazy on behalf of the Gener
Staff that there was nothing to fear,
that matters were well in hand. He
was not exaggerating. In or
protect the Count (who wa:
capable of blackmailing him

to reinfori
. Capualiz-
's recent

fusi gulilt. There were no less than
seven letters in Dreyfus’ own hand
to the German Emperor. On one of
them the Kaiser had scribbled a
marginal comment to the German
Ambassador, saying in effect that
“the scoundrel” was getting more
and more demanding but was to be
kept satisfied.

Some TeREE YEARs after his brother
had been convicted, Mathieu Drey-

1955 CAPTAIN DREYFUS: THE STORY OF A MA.

fus learned the identity of the real
traitor. It came about by chance. Ma-
thieu had brought out a pamphlet
on the Drevfis case, to be sold in the
streets of Paris. On its cover was 2
reproduction of the bordereau psi
had appeared in the newspapet,
Matin.

one of the ps
business

rhazy fiad written him. Mathieu

f': embraced him in gratitude: and on

ember 15, 1897, he formally
charged Esterhazy with having writ-
ten the bordercan.

Since, under French law, anyone
with knowledge of a crime can bring
a charge, an investigation could not
be avaided. The General Staff want-
ed the charge dismissed at once on
the technicality that the only evi-
dence was the borderean and this
was inadmissible because the Drey-
tus case was closed. But they were at
the mercy of an adventurer’s whims.
Esterhazy insisted that he could not
allow his reputation to remain under
a cloud. He demanded a complete
vindication. So the “investigation™
dragged on.

Now that he was under fire, the
newspapers lauded Count Esterhazy
to the sky. Only the revisionist
papers, a tiny segment of the press,
attacked him. Le Figaro, a small
high-brow publication, brought up

if Esterhazy's handwriting so
ay jts readers might judge for
efnselves. The mass-circulation pa-
pers retorted with two voices: one
group said that the handwritings
were not identical; the remainder
said they had been “reliably” in-
formed that Dreyfus had imitated
Esterhazy’s handwriting.

Esterhazy spent most of his time
in newspaper offices, handing out
juicy bits about “the international
Jewish syndicate” and its plots to
destroy the Army and thus France.
He painted his own portrait in glow-
ing colors. He was, it seemed, a su-
perbly courageous man of indomita-
ble will, fanatically jealous of his
honor. His évery word was en-
shrined in print for posterity and de-
bated avidly. Paris was at his feet.

When he was finally brought into
court on Mathien’s charges, the offi-
cial announcement emphasized that
Esterhazy was not being tried. His
innocence had already been estab-
lished. The trial, it was declared, was
being held only in justice 10 Ester-
hazy. The accusation rather than the
aceused would be tried.

On the stand, Esterhazy made a
calm and reserved witness. His one
(llllh\lrﬂ( UL‘L'\IFI".'L] \\'hen h! once
cried out fervently, “All I have said
is as true as that I am innocent.” It
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is perhaps the one truthful state-
ment he made.

When Mathieu's turn came, Ester-
hazy's attorney criticized him sharp-
ly for urLul.lum.: a reproduction of
the borderean. “You may defend
your brother before the court but no-
where clse,” the lawyer told him,

“I shall defend my brother every-
where,” replied Mathicu. And the
throng in the courtroom hissed its
hate so loudly that it had to be called
to order.

The bulk of the testimony was
taken behind closed doors. At the
end the public prosecutor formally
dropped the charge against Ester-
hazy. Nevertheless, Esterhazy’s at-
torney spoke for five hours. The
court deliberated for three minutes,
and then it voted unanimously for
acquittal.

A pandemonium of joy broke out.
It was as if France had won a great
victory on the battlefield. Officers,
newspapermen, women and men,
old and young, rushed up o Ester-
hazy to embrace him with tears in
their eyes. Long into the night
l”'”!lll:l”' }H'”LL.\&IU”.‘* Iﬂlﬂ.\l{t
through the streets of T
ing, “Long live E
the Army!"

One \ic[nn ul'
nel |'|u|u
l'nr:ﬂul fry

)/L g
4\(”“( and ;\ulml.

Scheurer-Kestner
to him, and Mathieu and

had been retained to represent M
thieu. Despite heavy pressure, he res
olutely gave his testimony about the
petit blew which linked Esterhazy
with the German Embassy. But it
was heard secretly behind closed
doors; the opposition described the
petit blew as a forgery, and his sacri-
fice availed nothing. After the trial
Picquart was arrested, charged with
having divulged secret information,
and held in the fortress of Mont
Valerien for wecks.

And on Devil's Island, 5000 miles
away, Dreyfus’ guard was incres md
to 13 men and a warden. A tow
was built to watch over the sea. ¥
large gun was mounted on its mp.

Dreyfus had no idea why, ?H
privileges had been denied ( 1 for—

months, and the guards ne \’l\r spfd\c\ )

¢ % /

to him.

an, of \}\'K\lc!h.@ and

thc arresy C) ade black
hum sy (m ¥
{ Eug

2

vorld. France
durgpe mourned from
lelm dbscow. The country that

h\d“l( «i\w/ﬁun civilization i her
\Ql f justice and freedom had fled

Traip her senses. In her madness she
th \.lLJ“.II a ”lllful”.\ llp\lllt (1!!\\‘]
world in which, as one writer put it,
“the fraudulent glorified fraud, and
the impostors erected a monument
to imposture.”

“Courageous men defving tyrants
are never wanting in history,” wrote
Georges Clemenceau, the Tiger.,
“but it requires true heroism to defy
the tyranny of public opinion.” The
monster in France was now public

Ever feel like
trading yourself in
for a new mndel?’

cars or TV sets th.m a
slightest knock sends Y (( i

ice station. A flu \m\ > 5C
has us phoni?g)i»fr v Kgﬁ[}/
Doesn't it seém to|by commaniense to

give th /rngnm ul:y wost precious

possession of #fﬂw

Au[m T ts can be traded in.
/ " @n rw.": wm‘r;ff in for a
ubtier model, You can't buy a new set

~u[puves, a head ora stum‘uh.

~Before you say “Joe should read
this,” STOP! This message is for YOU!
You may be guilty of the same symp-
toms you see in others . . .
Often, the "knock™ you develop
—sleeplessness, irritability—may be
corrected as simply as turning a screw.
Yoiir dictor would tell you that—for
somie peaple—one of the worst offenders
against the delicate nervons sysiem is the
caffein in coffec or tea.

The use of this strong stimulant
day after day may make you nervous,
irricable, hard to live with. However,
if you are addicred to this habit,
here's what you can do.

Switch from caffein-heavy drinks
to this wonderfully satisfying hot
Eieverugcf.’m'r.-mt Postum.

There isn't a taut nerve, a sleepless
hour or a headache in it because i
doesn’t bave a speck of caffein.

And now you can enjoy Postum two
ways . . . try the new Imitation Coffee
Flavor Instant Postum (red label) or
regular Instant Postum (blue label),
with a distinctive flavor all its own.

You owe it to yourself and your
family to try one of these delicious,
caffein-free drinks for 30 days. Then,
if you don't feel better . . . act betrer

. look better . .. we'll refund your
money! Just send the label from the
jar with your name and address to
Box 351, Battle Creek, Mich, Offer
expires March 1, 1956, so hurry-
make your 30-day trial now!

of General Fonds Carp,
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opinion, inflimed and fed on lies by
the ultranationalist press. Few with-
in or outside the government dared
defy it.

True, there had always been Drey-
fus adherents —about one percent of
the population by contemporary esti-
mate—and they were found in all
walks of life. Early Drevfusards in-
cluded the writer Anatole France,
the scholarly director of the Pasteur
Institute, Emile Duclaux, the Sena-
tor and former Minister of Justice,
Ludovic Traticux. Led by the aged
Senator Scheurer-Kestner, this little
band of stalwarts gave voice to the
dissent. And slowly, one by one,
other honest and courageous men
began to line up with them. But
Picquart’s arrest came as a terrible

. blow, for the battle to see justice

done now appeared lost.

Then came January 13, 1898 —and
the leaden atmosphere of despond-
ency was dispelled as if by the ele-
mental force of a hurricane, On that
date Clemenceau’s newspaper,
L’ Aurore, published Emile Zola®
['Accusel, a tide which was
come a byword, forever assc
with Zola by the wh orld, \t
was a challenge to E g
every Frenchman |

nost/ 4l civilized lan-
ad-been writing about
157case in the columns of

an invitation to martyrdom—could
break the spell that had descended
on the nation, He did not consult
anyone but wrote for a night, a day
and another night until he had fin-
ished his appeal to sanity. In pub-
lishing it, he threw into the scales
all he had attained in a lifetime of
creative achievement,

[’ Accnse! was a document of for-
midable power. With magic insight
it pierced the smoke screen of fraud,
confusion and contradictions, and
showed with precision and clarity
how the General Staff, having com-
mitted a fateful blunder, had at
tempted to cover it up and had sunk
into a morass of fraud and forgery

At the close of his long |)15;;.//z;a;
made several specific accusatfon
last being: 5

I accuse the
(of Dreyfus) of having \iol{?i
hum;m‘/?(;h N}\'( ndemning a
PRISONEr On Lestiony Kept secret
{)m i, Jfld/l\\il\k' & the second
1lﬂr\i‘}&l sterhazy) of

overed dp this illegality by

\n‘dcr, itting in turn the ju-
dial crime of acquitting a guilty

\1'9] with full knowledge of his
guilt.

Zola knew that he could be prose-
cuted for making these accusations.

The action | take here is de-
signed to hasten the explosion of
truth and justice. Let them dare to
carry me to court, and let there be
an inquest in the full light of day!

| am waiting.

The repercussions were immedi-
ate. L'Aurore, a paper of insignifi-

USED BY THE ENTIRE FAMILY
The REMINGTON
Qw@t-}wtm.,

home now...pay nothing more until Feb-
ruary and then as little as $1.00 aweek

...because this sturdy, modern port-
able typewriter has Exclusive Miracle
Tab and every feature needed to
make typing a pleasure...whether it’s
homework, social correspondence
or business work at home! See your
dealer now—the Quiet-riter is easier
than ever to buy, Carrying Case,
Touch Method Book included.
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cant circulation, sold 300,000 copies
of the ['Accuse] number. Thirty
thousand letters and telegrams
poured in from all parts of the
world, testifying to the relief felt
everywhere at Zola’s stand and to
mounting revulsion over the French
dim-out of reason. In France itself,
the internal tensions broke into vio-
lence. In Paris huge protest meetings
were held, ending in bloody clashes.
In other French cities angry crowds
Elundcmd Jewish stores, publicly

urned copies of ['decuse! and
hanged Zola in effigy. The uproar,
which sometimes had to be quelled
by the military, was to continue for
weeks.

The Cabinet was at a loss. It could
not let Zola’s accusations go un-
challenged, for both public and press

i were demanding harsh punishment
1 for him. Yet prosecuting him for
I

{

libel would mean reopening the

Dreyfus case, for the defendant had
| the legal right to attempt to prove
| the truth of his statements. A face-
! saving formula was finally dexd
I Zola would be charged with
! | nal libel only for tha
li| [ Aeccuse! in whicl

Tt ].lstt.(l for 15 1.]3\

llowed with anxious in-
t throughout the world. Tt in-
tensified feclings that were already
high. and Army troops were held in
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constant readiness to control the
mobs that surrounded the building.

The judge made every effort to
prevent the witnesses from wander-
ing out of the narrow area embraced
by the indictment. “The question is
out of order” became the signature
of the trial. For, on Zola's instruc-
tions, his attorney ignored Zola's
defense and simply tried to reopen
the Dreyfus case before the civilian
court.

In his own plea Zola assured the
jury that not he, and not Dreyfus,
were on trial, but France. The
tion was whether France was
true to her character as the guardia
of justice and humanity.
his speech with these wo

“Dreyfus is innocent.
it with my life_afigl honor.
1 have gained, fy* the name
made, 3 Iltrlh®nn m

b

¢ must be heard in public at last.
Zola was no match for the
prestige of the General Staff. Tt was
impossible to believe that these men,
the cream of the Army, the back-
bone of national defense, could be
forgers, liars and crooks. And the
General Staff drew the issue clearly.
It would resign en bloc il the jury
acquitted Zola.

It took the jury only 35 minutes
to bring in the verdict. By an cight-
to-four vote, Zola was pronounced
guilty. He was given the maximum

penalty, one vear in prison and a
fine of 3000 francs.

The news causeéd riotous joy
throughout France, and politics
parties vied with one anather clain
ing the lion’s share in the trj

versal. English ang
newspapers call

France's

the

hog strcng[hencd
th mlun in Francu

d were quick o dismim
appeal, advice or opinion com-
ing from outside.

But the Dreyfus case would not
die. The excitement Zola had
touched off in France continued to
rage at fever pitch. The battle over
Dreyfus' innocence or guilt was
carried on in hundreds of pamphlets.
It seemed that almost everybody
wished to make a public declaration
of his stand, The scientists lined up
almost to a man on the revisionist
side, professors of the humanities
and writers were divided, The re-
visionist youth set up headquarters
in a bookshop in the Latin Quarter
and took their work with great seri-
ousness. Jules Renard's diary tells of
a young man whose family desired
him to marry a certain girl. He re-
quested her parents to let him have
her phn{ngraph and also to inform
him of her views on the Dreylus
Affair. A French expedition to the
Aretic wintered on an iceberg and
was feared lost. When they were

ava lgnac, the new War
ho now came into office,

the Dreyfus case and was convinced
knew what to do about it
aignac firmly believed in Drey-
s' guilt, in the existence of the
Jewish syndicate and, innocent that
he was, in the integrity of the Gen-
eral Staff and its documents. He
waated to end the debate once and
for all by simply bringing all the
secret documents into the open, and
thus prove Dreyfus’ guilt beyond
question.

From the now vastly swollen
Dreyfus file (Henry had added
sheaves of irrelevant documents te:
make examination diffcult) Ca-
vaignac selected the hest evidence he
could find. It included a letter from
the Italian military attaché, Paniz-
zardi, which mentioned Dreyfus by
name. Shortly afterward, when he
spoke in the Chamber, he an-
nounced he would read from “three
documents chosen out of a thousand
picces of correspondence exchanged
for six years between people active
in espionage.” He felt this evidence
answered the question about Drey-
fus' guilt “definitively, conclusively
and forever.” The deputies agreed,
hailed Cavaignac as a soldier-states-
man and voted to display his speech
publicly throughout the country.

That honestly indignant speech
became the turning point in the
Drevfus case. For when Picquart



i

-read it he at once recognized the
documents cited. As a result of his
forthright testimony in the Zola
trial, Picquart had been retired from
the Army for “grave shortcomings
in service.” He knew the step he was
taking might lead him to prison
again, or worse. Yet he now wrote
the Prime Minister:

Up to the present I did not feel
free to give an account of the secret
documents on the strength of
which Dreyfus’ guilt was allegedly
established. The Minister of War
quoted three of these documents in
the Chamber. I consider it my duty
to let you know that two of the
documents quoted do not refer
to Dreyfus, and the third has all
the characteristics of a forgery.

A careful examination of the docu-
ments, which Prime Minister Henri
Brisson now ordered, revealed that
the Panizzardi letter was indeed a
forgery. It consisted of two letters,
glued expertly together. When
Minister of War Cavaignac was in-
formed, he summoned Colonel
Henry and confronted him wir
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But after further savage prodding,
Henry finally admitted he had
manufactured the whole letter ex-
cept for the signature. Cavaignac
at once informed the press and or-
dered Henry's arrest.

The next morning—it was August
30, 1898 — Colonel Henry was found
dead in his cell. He had used a razor
to cut his throat.

Tue erercr of these events on the
Army was shattering. General Raoul
de Boisdeffre, Chief of the General
Staff, resigned at once, as did Gen-
eral Georges de Pellieux, who %

indignant at having been deceived

into misleading the jury in th a

trial. |
Esterhazy, when the

Henry's suicide reached him, fle |

without luggage London.

time had come nfess fora good
price, and snge on his ac-
him. His side

Iy written, was

dar1s.

Colonel Sandherr, he in-
, had briefed him to become an
agent of the Germans, to sell them
inconsequential data and garbled
versions of sccret documents. His
mission had been to gain access to
German secrets, he said.

A retrial of Dreyfus now became
inevitable. Overnight everybody
seemed to have turned revisionist,
The government deliberated night
and day. The anti-revision bloc was
still powerful, but Premier Brisson
was determined on a new trial. He

1955

dispatched a friend to Mathieu Drey-
fus advising him to petition for one.
Demange, whose large practice had
crumbled away because of his de
fense of Dreyfus, at once compli€

review the &use. The court studied
<i1énr months, then voided
Dreyfus' original sentence and or-

red him to stand a new trial be-

ore a court-martial at Rennes.

RE\'.\'F,S was a slcepy town in dc‘
voutly Catholic Brittany. The trial
was held in the high-school hall, the
only place large enough to hold the
crowds. When Captain Dreyfus was
brought in, avid eyes were turned
on him to see at last the man behind
the legend. For years now every per-
son present had known Dreyfus’
name as well as his own, yet hardly
anybody had ever secen him.
Dreyfus had been brought back to
France on the cruiser Sfax. The news
that he was to be retried, that the
outside world had remembered his
existence, had come as such a shock
that he had feared he would not sur-
vive it. Only 39 years of age, he was
now an old man, gray-haired, frail.
The eyes behind the glasses were so
pale they seemed a ghostly blue. His
skin, like faultily tanned hide,

AN
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appeared
mes of his

v, the force of the experience.
Through an accident of time and
plate this man had been for years a
mbel in a clash of ideas so violent
that its fury nearly drove France to
fratricide. But to have responded
with emotion to the role foisted
upon him would have struck him
as indecorous and unmilitary, Cle-
menceau complained that “Dreyfus
never understood the Dreyfus case.”
And a younger Dreviusard, Leon
Blum, wrote: “If he had not been
Drevfus, he would not even have
been a Dreyfusard.”

Dreyfus defined his point of view
later: “1 was only an artillery officer
prevented by a tragic error from
following my career. Dreyfus, the
figurchead of justice, was not I. He
was created by you” Certainly a
courtroom appeal to the feclings of
others would have violated his own
deepest fecling. He would not even
reveal his phvsical misery. His
weakened condition and loss of self-
control became apparent only when
his eyes would suddenly stream
tears. Otherwise his bearing re-
mained militarily stiff, reserved,
colorless.

The defense was not well con-
ducted, and a grave error was made
in permiuing the exclusion of the
public after Dreyfus’ testimony was
taken. Demange was now very old
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and had lost much of his force. His
co-attorney, Fernand Labori, who
had defended Zola, was shot in the
streets of Rennes by a rabid anti-
Dreyfusard. The wound was not
serious, but until it healed the in-
effectual Demange was left to con-
duct the case alone.

General Mercier dominated the
trial. He was a poised and impres-
sive figure, and his testimony
abounded with hints that what he

told was but part of the truth, that’

the whole truth was still too danger-
ous to France to tell. Mercier de-
scribed the days when Dreyfus had
been put under arrest. The German
Emperor, thraugh his ambassador,
had threatened war, he said. Those
had been days and nights of anxicty.
He, Mercier, had kept the Chief of
the General Staff on the alert to issue
the order for mobilization at a mo-
ment’s notice. In such a situation
legal scruples were not so compel-
ling as in less critical times, and of
course you couldn't aggravate things
by divulging proofs.

In summing up, Mercier
home the final dagger. *
: o7

ps_tair. Bul na mlhtary
comes to ' the question
her it is a captain or a general
whe is lying, the general gets the
better of it. After 33 sessions and a

November

parade of 115 witnesses, the court,
by a vote of five to two. again found
Drevfus guilty of high treason and
sentenced him to ten years in prison.

It couwy not stand. The world re-
sponded to the verdict with a tempest
of indignation. From Russia to
America people were shaken by the
event. It was incomprehensible to
them. French embassies and con-
sulates around the globe were be-
sieged by protest demonstrations.
Mass meetings were held to urge the
boyeott of everything French, in-
cluding the World Exhibitio
Paris, scheduled for the coming ye
Everywhere was echoed th
ment, “Not Dreyfus bu
stands condemned.”

The Premier of
ing just such a
well as abroad

rance, anticipa
Ction at h

P Dreyfus a full

ad spent almost five years
iy Dreyfus was released. In
irder to recuperate safe from mob
amnoyances, he moved with his
family to Switzerland.
Clemenceau opposed the whole
idea of pardon since it was an ac-
knowledgment of inability to get
justice from a French court. The
Dreyfusards had been fighting not
only for Dreyfus but for law in
French courts. Picquart, who had
spent nearly a year in prison because
of his efforts to free Dreyfus, bitterly
resented the fact that a pardon was
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accepted  without consulting him.
He felt that in accepting it Dreyfus
had acknowledged guilt. Thus Pic-
quart was left alone to face the
hatred and contempt of that Apm
which he still lnved Th: pird

ewarding. One of the
jidges who voted for acquittal in
Rennes trial had since retired.
athieu cultivated his acquaintance
and eventually learned the details of
how the Rennes trial was conducted.
Above all, he secured the vital in-
telligence that General Mercier had
used the same trick on the second
court-martial that he had used on
the first: secret forged documents
which the defendant was given no
opportunity to inspect.

Armed with this new evidence,
Mathicu presented a request for re-
vision, and in March 1go4 this was
sent to the High Court of Appeal.
That court, determined to leave no
doubt or ambiguity unresolved,
ordered a new hearing.

The hearing was long and ex-
haustive—a parade of witnesses and
documents from the past: from the
Rennes court-martial of five years
before, from the Zola trial before
that, from the Esterhazy trial and
from the first trial of Dreyfus in

o S
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1894. Whe
Court, on

s to try. At last, after 12 lung
years, the case was closed.

Tue covernaent without delay
undertook the rehabilitation not
only of Dreyfus but of Picquart as
well, “To liberate the conscience of
France,” both chambers voted to
re-integrate the two officers into the
Army. Dreyfus was promoted to
chef descadron and awarded the
Legion of Honor as “an appropriate
reparation for a soldier who had en-
dured a martyrdom without par-
allel.” Picquart was recommended
for the rank he would normally have
achieved by now — brigadier general.
General Picquart went on to be-
come Minister of War in 1go8; in
Clemenceau’s Cabinet. Dreyfus re-
tired from the Army after a year, but
was summoned back in 1914, and
fought in two of the bloodiest battles
of World War 1 — Chemin des
Dames and Verdun. The other prin-
cipal of the case, Major Este
survived to an obscure old age in the
slums of London under the name
of Count Jean de Voilemont.
Perhaps the high point in the
drama of restitution—in righting
the terrible wrong done Captain
Dreyfus—came in 1906, immediately
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¢ nounced, and touched his sword
- mony at the Ecole Militaire grounds,  three times to Dreyfus” shoulders.
= same spot where, 12 years earlier,  He pinned the cross on Dreyfus’
..Mshad endured such ﬁ'lghtﬁl] blm.k dolman and kissed himyo
{ both cheeks.
Is were invited. The last trumpet calls
arrived at half past ene
tly chatted with a group of
A trumpet sounded 2 call.
“Two escadrons de cuirassiers formed
arectangle. A captain went toescort  Only then did
- Dreyfus, who was in full dress. They  tears.
stepped briskly along the line of  Seatedin
s and drew up before Brig- by Mathi
General Gillain. rode out
general drew his sword. Four  surprise. estimated at 200,-§
lls sounded from the trumpet. thered spontaneously in
“In the name of the President of ats were raised to Drey
 the Refmb!ic and on the basis of the ive
ver conferred on me, Commander
I make you a Knight of the

Legion of Honor,” the gener

amparable in interest 1o “My Japanese
or “To Teach Is to Luve’ (page 35) or
(page 61) in this issue?

3 pny $2500 each for outstanding and unusual

ipublished narratives of a personal experience in
i walk of life—dramatic, inspirational, humorous —and
of human nature.

3 narrative and interest rompamble 1o the articles cited
most likely to meet the exacting requirements successfully
professional quality, whether written by full-time or once-in-a-

authors,
Imn&mm must be typewritten, preferably double-spaced, and
must not exceed :xsoo words in length: they cannot be ncknowlodgcd
ipts will d only when return postage is sent. Please
do nor send angma] documents or photographs. Accepted articles will
become the property of The Reader's Digest. Address contributions to
First Person Editor, The Reader's Digest, Pleasantville, N. Y.




	D3_016_175_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_176-177_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_178-179_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_180-181_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_182-183_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_184-185_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_186-187_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_188-189_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_190-191_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_192-193_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_194-195_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_196-197_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_198-199_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_200-201_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_202-203_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_204-205_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_206-207_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_208-209_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_210-211_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_212-213_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet
	D3_016_214_dreyfusalfred_nicholashalasz_captaindreyfus_konyvreszlet

