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C A P T A I J 
D R E Y F U 

N I C H O L A S Condensed from the book 

THE DREYFUS AFFAIR , in which an innocent man stood branded 
before the world as a traitor, is perhaps the most celebrated mis­

carriage of justice in modern times. F o r 12 tortured years the question 
of Captain Dreyfus' guilt or innocence kept all France i n a turmoil 
and caused the world to doubt the sanity of that obsessed nation. 

Dramatic, terrible, relentlessly absorbing, the case disclosed forgers 
and liars in the highest places; it set family against family and 
poisoned a whole people with hysteria and unreason. But before 
the end it also brought forth heroes and patriots who risked every­
thing to restore the ideal of rule by law and absolve the conscience 
of France. 

I n Captain Dreyfus, Nicholas H a l a s z has recaptured the gripping 
fascination of a time when a m a n , a nation and the very concept of 
justice itself were on trial. 

"Captain Dreyfus: The Story of a Mass Hysteria," copyright igss by Nicholas Halasz, is published 
at $3.50 by Simon and Schuster, Inc., 630 Fifth Ave., Netv York. 20, N.Y. jy^ ek
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D R E Y F U S : 

•^N JULY 20, 1894, 
a v i s i t o r w a s 
announced to 

C o l o n e l M a x v o n 
S c h w a r z k o p p e n , m i l i t a r y attache of 
the G e r m a n Embassy i n Paris. T h e 
caller was a s l ight ly b u i l t g e n t l e m a n 
w i t h d r a w n features, deep-seated 
black eyes a n d a large mustache. H e 
was i n his early 40's a n d wore the 
r e d r i b b o n o f the L e g i o n of H o n o r . 
H e was u n m i s t a k a b l y a F r e n c h o f f i ­
cer i n m u f t i . 

T h e vis i tor explained that he had 
come to volunteer his services as a 
spy. F i n a n c i a l d i f f icul t ies aggra­
vated by his wife 's illness forced h i m 
to this expedient . H e had excellent 
connections, he said, i n the French 
M i n i s t r y o f W a r . To prove i t he 
reached i n t o his pocket a n d offered 
to h a n d over a secret d o c u m e n t . 

A t this p o i n t the astonished Prus­
sian t e r m i n a t e d the i n t e r v i e w . H e 
refused to l o o k at the document , 
a n d the pale, deeply dis turbed 
F r e n c h m a n left the Embassy. 

Colone l S c h w a r z k o p p e n rejected 
the services o f the F r e n c h m a n for 
pract ical rather t h a n m o r a l reasons. 
W h o can t rust a m a n , however 
despera tey-who comes u n k n o w n 
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The Story of a 

Mass Hysteria 

f r o m the streets to 
peddle such goods ? 

XAPOM- W h o is to sav he 
is not an agent pro­

vocateur sent by the F r e n c h : 
H o w e v e r , the colonel was a soldier 

a n d d i d not have to m a k e decisions 
o n his o w n . H e reported the unusual 
vis i t to B e r l i n . T h e reply came back 
s w i f t l y : Negot ia te . 

T h e colonel h a d no w a y of locat­
i n g the F r e n c h officer, b u t he d i d 
n o t have l o n g to w a i t . T w o days 
later the desperate f i g u r e i n m u f t i 
cal led again . T h i s t i m e he gave his 
name a n d showed credentials : M a ­
jor C o u n t F e r d i n a n d Wals in-Ester -
hazy, c o m m a n d e r o f a bat ta l ion o f 
the F r e n c h A r m y stationed at 
R o u e n . H e asked to be p u t o n the 
p a y r o l l at a salary of 2000 francs 
($400) a m o n t h . 

S c h w a r z k o p p e n refused this re­
quest, b u t agreed to pay cash o n de­
l ivery for documents according to 
the i r w o r t h . 

T h r e e weeks later Esterházy de­
l ivered general orders for the F r e n c h 
ar t i l l e ry i n the event of m o b i l i z a ­
t i o n . Its value appeared unquest ion­
able. S c h w a r z k o p p e n handed over 
1000 francs. 

CAPTAIN DREYFUS: THE STORY OF A MASS HYSTERIA 

O n September 1 Esterházy de l iv­
ered several fresh documents . H e 
h a d also meant to del iver w i t h t h e m , 
w r i t t e n out i n his o w n h a n d , a 
bordereau, or i t e m i z e d list o f the 
k i n d careful clerks prepare to m a k e 
sure that a l l i tems of a sh ipment 
m a y be checked by the recipient . 
T h a t bordereau was to become 
w o r l d - f a m o u s , for w h e n Esterházy 
later sent i t on t h r o u g h the m a i l i t 
was intercepted a n d fe l l i n t o the 
hands o f F r e n c h counterespionage. 
Its discovery set o f f a scandal that 
rocked France to its foundat ions 
a n d f o r 12 l o n g years d i v i d e d the 
country i n t o factions of unparal le led 
bitterness. 

I t was the b e g i n n i n g of the his­
toric D r e y f u s Case. 

LONG BEFORE Esterházy began his 
traff ic w i t h Schwarzkoppen , France 
h a d been plagued by espionage 
leaks. A s far as three years back the 
Second Bureau, as the General 
Staff's depar tment of intel l igence 
was cal led, h a d been aware that the 
G e r m a n Embassy had access to 
secret i n f o r m a t i o n . N e w m i l i t a r y 
maps o f regions a l o n g the G e r m a n 
a n d I t a l i a n front iers had been mys­
teriously disappearing, and no one 
c o u l d discover h o w . Intel l igence of­
ficers w o r k e d m i g h t i l y to unear th 
any possible avenue i n t o the G e n ­
eral Staff. I t was a per iod o f grave 
tensions between France and Ger­
m a n y a n d m a i l to the G e r m a n E m ­
bassy was regular ly intercepted. T h e 
m i l i t a r y attache's m a i l i n part icular 
was carefully scrut in ized . 

T h i s surveillance h a d disclosed 
that S c h w a r z k o p p e n was w o r k i n g 
very closely w i t h his counterpart , 
the I t a l i a n m i l i t a r y attache, both 
s i g n i n g their c o m m u n i c a d o n s to 
each other w i t h the same alias. 
" A l e x a n d r i n e . " O n e note signed i n 
this w a y h a d especially alerted the 
B u r e a u : 

Enclosed are 12 detail maps of 
Nice that the scoundrel D 
left w i t h me for you. I told h i m 
you had no intention of taking up 
relations w i t h h i m again. H e said 
there was a misunderstanding, and 
that he w i l l do his best to satisfy 
you. 

A n e x a m i n a t i o n o f the h a n d w r i t ­
i n g p r o v e d that the " A l e x a n d r i n e " 
w h o w r o t e this note was Schwarz­
k o p p e n . B u t w h o was " the scoundrel 

D " w h o had suppl ied h i m the 
maps ? T h e Second Bureau sought i n 
v a i n to learn his i d e n t i t y . T h e prob­
l e m was s t i l l a g i t a t i n g t h e m w h e n 
C o u n t Esterhazy's bordereau was 
intercepted f r o m Schwarzkoppen's 
m a i l . 

T h e bordereau was w r i t t e n o n 
b o t h sides of a sheet of cream-col­
ored g r a p h paper. I t read : 

I am sending you some interest­
i n g informat ion. 

1. A note on the hydraulic brake 
of the 120 m m . g u n . 

2. A note on the new plan for 
the supporting troops. 

3 . A note on the modification of 
artillery formations. 

4. A note concerning Mada­
gascar. 

5. The provisional F i r i n g M a n ­
ual for Field A r t i l l e r y . eko
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his last document is extraor­
dinari ly di f f icul t to procure and I 
have it at my disposal only for 
a few days. I f , therefore, you w i l l 
take notes of whatever is of inter­
est to you and hold i t at my dis­
posal, I shall take i t back. I am 
off to the maneuvers. 

W h e n this d o c u m e n t was de l iv ­
ered to C o l o n e l Jean Sandherr , chief 
o f the Second Bureau's counter­
espionage, he was appal led. F o r i t 
was apparent that the author of the 
bordereau m u s t be o n , or closely 
connected w i t h someone o n , the 
Genera l Staff . H o w else could he 
get secret i n f o r m a t i o n about such 
d i f ferent activities of the A r m y ? 
H e r e , Sandherr decided, was the 
ghost that h a d been h a u n t i n g t h e m , 
" t h e scoundrel D " of Schwarz-
koppen's note . 

N o suspicion of M a j o r Esterhazv 
crossed his m i n d , a l t h o u g h Ester-
hazy's s q u a l i d financial practices 
were by no means u n k n o w n to his 
f e l l o w officers. A l t h o u g h he was 
b o r n i n Paris, C o u n t Esterhazv 
came f r o m the h i g h aristocracy o f 
H u n g a r y . H e had served w i t h dis­
t i n c t i o n i n b o t h the A u s t r i a n a n d 
Papal armies before j o i n i n g that o f 
France. A s a F r e n c h officer, he 
f o u g h t the Prussians i n 1 8 7 0 a n d 
was decorated for valor . B u t he was 
a nearly u n m i t i g a t e d scoundrel . H e 
m a r r i e d i n t o the F r e n c h aristocracy, 
soon squandered his wife ' s substan­
t ia l d o w r y , a n d for the rest o f his 
l i fe was never to be o u t of financial 
d i f f i cu l t i es . H e t u r n e d u p n o w as d i ­
rector o f a dubious finance corpora­

t i o n , n o w as shareholder i n a fash­
ionable house o f p r o s t i t u t i o n . 

B u t C o l o n e l Sandherr was to l o o k 
elsewhere for the c u l p r i t . Since the 
author o f the bordereau had w r i t t e n 
" I a m of f to the maneuvers , " he de­
cided to consult the chief o f m i l i t a r y 
t ranspor ta t ion , C o l o n e l Pierre-El ie 
Fabre . 

Fabre sc rut in ized the bordereau 
a n d conc luded that its author m u s t 
be an a r t i l l e r y m a n w i t h contacts i n 
other branches of the service. " A 
p r o b a t i o n e r ! " I t seemed a d a z z l i n g -
ly b r i l l i a n t s o l u t i o n . 

Breathlessly, they got o u t the file 
o f probat ioners—the y o u n g officers 
w h o were n o t yet attached to any 
one bureau of the General Staff b u t 
were sh i f ted o n t e m p o r a r y assign­
m e n t f r o m one office to another . 
T h e y w e n t d o w n the D's a n d came 
to a h a l t at the name D r e y f u s . 

I n their immense relief, they 
f o u n d no w o r d s . Each read the 
other's t h o u g h t : " I t was the J e w ! " 

M A N Y ACQUAINTANCES o f A l f r e d 
D r e y f u s , the o n l y Jew o n the G e n ­
eral Staff, regarded h i m as a very 
caricature o f the A r m y caste. H e was 
cold, u n b e n d i n g , b r i l l i a n t , u t te r ly 
devoted t o his profession to the ex­
clusion of a l l else. H i s reserve was 
impenetrable , his zeal f o r s tudy 
boundless, his appetite f o r w o r k i n ­
satiable. 

A l f r e d was b o r n i n Alsace i n 1859, 
the son of a prosperous texti le m a n u ­
facturer . H e early decided to become 
a n A r m y officer, a n d at the age o f 
19 entered the Ecole Polytechnique , 

that famous i n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h h a d 
launched so m a n y y o u n g m e n o n 
m i l i t a r y careers. H e earned a r e p u ­
ta t ion there as a d a r i n g horseman 
a n d a g o o d fencer, b u t he was n o t 
popular w i t h his classmates. T h e y 
were for the most part sons o f the 
o l d n o b i l i t y or c i v i l servants, h a d 
gone to the same Jesuit preparatory 
school, a n d f o r m e d a closely k n i t 
g r o u p — o b v i o u s candidates for pre­
f e r m e n t i n the A r m y a n d p r o m o t i o n 
to the Genera l Staff. T h e y t h o u g h t 
D r e y f u s a bore, a n d the fact that he 
h a d a n independent income of 
$5000 a year d i d n o t m a k e h i m 
better l i k e d . 

I n the A r m y , where he was as­
signed to the a r t i l l e r y , he devoted 
h i m s e l f to his w o r k w i t h single-
m i n d e d a m b i t i o n . A t the age o f 30 
he was a captain i n the C e n t r a l 
School o f Explosives at Bourges. H e 
t h e n a p p l i e d f o r admission to the 
Ecole de Guerre , open o n l y to of­
ficers w h o were considered suitable 
m a t e r i a l for the General Staff. 

M e a n w h i l e he h a d become en­
gaged to L u c i e H a d a m a r d , a serious-
m i n d e d g i r l f r o m a weal thy a n d dis­
t i n g u i s h e d f a m i l y o f French Jews. 
O n the day o f his marr iage he was 
n o t i f i e d he h a d been accepted at the 
Ecole de G u e r r e . A f t e r the honey­
m o o n A l f r e d a n d L u c i e settled 
d o w n to a l i fe of m i l i t a r y scholar­
ship, t a k i n g u p residence i n a fash­
ionable dis tr ic t o f Paris. D u r i n g the 
next three years t w o c h i l d r e n were 
b o r n to t h e m , a boy a n d a g i r l . T h e 
f a m i l y was a happy one. 

I n the Ecole de Guerre , D r e y f u s 

was n o t of the inner c l ique . H e h a d 
to compete o n u n e q u a l terms w i t h 
the p ick of the A r m y , the br ightest 
officers o f his generat ion, most of 
t h e m buttressed by the g o o d w i l l 
f r o m o n h i g h w h i c h goes w i t h f a m ­
i l y connections a n d the o l d school 
t ie . D r e y f u s h a d n o t h i n g to buttress 
h i m b u t his m i n d and his f o r m i ­
dable capacity for g r u e l i n g w o r k . 
H e finished the course n i n t h i n a 
class o f 81. 

I n 1893 he was appointed to the 
General Staff ?s a probat ioner . I t 
was a t i m e of r i s i n g ant i -Semit i sm 
i n France, and to some staff officers 
the presence o f a Jew i n this i n n e r 
sanctum came as a shock. A last-
m i n u t e effort was made to f e n d of f 
D r e y f u s . Colonel Sandherr entered 
a f o r m a l protest, descr ibing the ap­
p o i n t m e n t as a security r i s k . B u t 
such a description w o u l d have 
struck too m a n y people as outra­
geous, for the fitness reports on Cap­
t a i n D r e y f u s t h r o u g h o u t his m i l i t a r v 
career testified to his abil it ies a n d 
his h i g h standards of professional 
conduct . T h e r e was n o t h i n g the 
anti-Semites c o u l d d o to block his 
a p p o i n t m e n t . H e had been on the 
General Staff a year w h e n Ester-
hazy w r o t e the met iculous a n d 
treasonous bordereau. 

DREYFUS' FILE was n o w b r o u g h t 
out a n d samples o f his h a n d w r i t i n g 
placed side by side w i t h the bor­
dereau. Sandherr and Fabre pored 
over the exhib i t , c o m p a r i n g the t w o 
h a n d w r i t i n g s . N o t b e i n g m e n w h o 
n e e d e d m u c h c o n v i n c i n g , t h e y eko
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noted a s i m i l a r i t y . Sandherr i n ­
formed his i m m e d i a t e superior a n d , 
after a f u r t h u r a n d equal ly inconc lu­
sive check of the h a n d w r i t i n g , the 
news o f D r e y f u s ' suspected g u i l t was 
passed o n , t h r o u g h channels, to G e n ­
eral A u g u s t e Merc ier , the M i n i s t e r 
o f W a r . 

M e r c i e r at once closeted h imsel f 
f o r a l o n g t a l k w i t h the Premier , 
Charles D u p u y . B o t h these m e n 
w e r e aware they were h a n d l i n g 
d y n a m i t e . T h e fate of the gover n­
m e n t was i n v o l v e d . To announce 
tha t a spy h a d been caught i n e v i ­
tably w o u l d reveal that the General 
Staff h a d been lax i n a l l o w i n g spy­
i n g to be done. T h e y m u s t make 
sure o f the c r i m i n a l before l e t t i n g 
the po l i t i ca l oppos i t ion learn of the 
c r i m e . P r e m i e r D u p u y a n d General 
M e r c i e r agreed that a l l must be kept 
secret u n t i l the case was a i r t i g h t . 

T h e h a n d w r i t i n g expert of the 
Banque de France, w h o had been 
cal led i n , said the bordereau c o u l d 
have been w r i t t e n by a person other 
t h a n the w r i t e r of the samples sub­
m i t t e d to h i m for comparison. B u t 
A l p h o n s e B e r t i l l o n , famed c r i m i ­
nologis t o f the Paris police, consid­
ered i t " m a n i f e s t that the ident ica l 
person w r o t e b o t h the samples a n d 
the i n c r i m i n a t i n g bordereau." T h i s 
o p i n i o n was accepted as proof o f 
D r e y f u s ' g u i l t , a n d W a r M i n i s t e r 
Merc ie r m o v e d s w i f t l y i n t o act ion. 

T h e a w k w a r d fact that the w r i t e r 
o f the bordereau h a d said he was 
" o f f to the maneuvers , " whereas no 
probat ioners h a d at tended the m a ­
neuvers tha t year, was somehow ex­

p la ined a w a y . A n d the fact that the 
bordereau was f u l l of obvious Ger­
manisms , whereas D r e y f u s w r o t e a 
flawless F r e n c h , was i g n o r e d . A s ­
s u m i n g that invest igat ion w o u l d 
almost certainly disclose f u r t h e r 
evidence, Merc ier ordered D r e y ­
fus ' arrest. 

T h e arrest, w h i c h for p o l i t i c a l ex­
pedience was to be made i n secret, 
was ar ranged by the M a r q u i s d u 
Paty de C l a m , a m a j o r o n the G e n ­
eral Staff. D r e y f u s was directed to 
appear at an inspect ion o f General 
Staff probationers at the office of the 
C h i e f of Staff. T h e t i m e : October 
15, 9 p . m . C i v i l i a n a t t i re . 

D r e y f u s a r r i v e d p u n c t u a l l y . H e 
was astonished to discover o n l y M a ­
jor d u Paty present a n d three m e n 
i n c i v i l i a n at t i re w h o obviously were 
not staff officers. T h e three stood 
about f e i g n i n g indif ference, a n d the 
bemonocled m a r q u i s d i d not i n t r o ­
duce t h e m . T h e y were police of­
ficers. T h e m a r q u i s asked D r e y f u s i f 
he w o u l d w r i t e a letter for h i m 
w h i l e a w a i t i n g the a r r i v a l of the i n ­
specting off icer . H e h a d i n j u r e d his 
finger, he expla ined, a n d c o u l d n o t 
h o l d a pen . 

Dreyfus sat d o w n at a desk a n d 
D u Paty began to dictate. H e dic­
tated an o r d i n a r y letter, b u t loaded 
i t w i t h phrases f r o m the bordereau, 
m e a n w h i l e w a t c h i n g D r e y f u s ' reac­
t i o n i n t e n t l y . D r e y f u s remained u n ­
m o v e d a n d D u Paty became an­
noyed . " W a t c h o u t , " he w a r n e d , 
s c o w l i n g . " T h i s is very serious." 

I t seemed to D u Paty that the 
b l a c k g u a r d h a d no nerves. Phrase 

Shown is the Ridgewood-featured in the October issue of House Beautiful. 

L a r g e , L u x u r i o u s H o m e s 

O N E O U T O F E V E R Y 48 H O M E S B E I N G B U I L T 

A M E R I C A T O D A Y I S P R O D U C E D B Y . . . 

N a t i o n a l offers the ultimate in style, 
design and fine living in these three new 
large Custom houses—the Ridgeley and 
Ridgewood with three bedrooms, and 
the Idlewood with four bedrooms. 

These large, luxurious homes have 
two baths, large family rooms, spacious 
patios and terraces. Efficient and attrac­
tive kitchens feature pass-through serv­
ing counters from kitchen to dining 
room, natural finish birch wood cabi­
nets by Mengel, built-in oven, counter-
top range, dishwasher and combination 
washer-dryer by General Electric; sep­
arate built-in refrigerator and home 
freezer by Revco. 
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after phrase f r o m the bordereau pep­
pered h i m , yet his w r i t i n g remained 
ca lm a n d businesslike. D u Paty gave 
up i n m i d s t r e a m . 

" I arrest y o u i n the name of the 
l a w ! " he shouted. " Y o u are accused 
of h i g h treason." 

As the plain-clothes m e n moved 
to stand over Dreyfus , he j u m p e d 
to his feet a n d cried out i n terr ible 
anger, " S h o w me proof of the i n ­
famy y o u p r e t e n d I c o m m i t t e d . " 

" T h e proofs are o v e r w h e l m i n g , " 
D u Paty repl ied c u r t l y . 

H e took o u t a pis tol and p u t i t o n 
the table before D r e y f u s . T h e n he 
stared s i lent ly . B u t D r e y f u s had no 
i n t e n t i o n of k i l l i n g h imse l f ; w h e n 
this became apparent, he was re­
moved to an isolated cell in the 
( I h e r c h e - M i d i pr i son . 

D u Paty a n d an aide then has­
tened to D r e y f u s ' home to take 
L u c i e D r e y f u s by surprise. M m e . 
D r e y f u s sensed disaster instant ly . 
D u Paty was courteous but grave. 
" I a m a f r a i d I b r i n g bad news," 
he said. 

Lucie paled. " Is he d e a d . 2 " 
D u Paty shook his head. 
" H a s he fallen f r o m his horse?" 
A g a i n D u Paty shook his head. 

" I t is m u c h worse , " he said at last. 
" H e is i n j a i l . " 

T h e s m a l l , s l e n d e r w o m a n 
straightened. " W h e r e is h e ? " she 
d e m a n d e d . " I w a n t to be taken to 
h i m i m m e d i a t e l y . " 

B u t D u Paty w a r n e d her that i f 
she w a n t e d to help her husband she 
must not t r y to find h i m : she must 
keep e v e r y t h i n g secret and tell no 

one. H e appealed to her o n patriot ic 
grounds . A sl ip of the tongue, he 
said, a n d w a r m i g h t break out . 
L u c i e apparently believed h i m . She 
d i d not i n f o r m even D r e y f u s ' b r o t h ­
ers of the arrest. T h i s was a mistake, 
as i t t u r n e d out . For , at this junc­
ture , w h e n the A r m v had not yet 
staked its honor on convic t ion , 
energetic in te rvent ion m i g h t have 
ra l l i ed publ ic o p i n i o n a n d freed 
her husband. 

D u Paty produced a search war ­
rant and he a n d his aide ransacked 
every drawer , closet, bookshelf , and 
examined every slip of paper. T h e y 
took away the household ledger and 
the love letters A l f r e d a n d L u c i e had 
w r i t t e n d u r i n g their engagement. 
B u t they t u r n e d up no i n c r i m i n a t ­
i n g documents , nor d i d they find 
any cream-colored g r a p h paper such 
as the bordereau had been w r i t t e n 
o n — w h i c h w a s w h a t t h e y w e r e 
l o o k i n g for . 

W h i l e C a p t a i n D r e y f u s raged i n 
his cell . General Merc ier pushed the 
invest igat ion to develop fur ther evi­
dence. For a m o m e n t hope f lared. 
Paris ' n e t w o r k <>t stool pigeons pro­
duced a report that D r e y f u s fre­
quented suspicious cafes and was a 
gambler . But i t t u r n e d out to be an­
other Dreyfus , the owner of a police 
record. Police Chie f L o u i s Lepinc 
himsel f checked inch by inch over 
Dreyfus ' entire lite and f o u n d not a 
suspicion o f per f idy . 

T h e M a r q u i s d u Paty, w h o was 
considered the General Staff's hand­
w r i t i n g "expert , " spent hours i n 

Let's take a look at 
FORD'S NEW LIFEGUARD DESIGN 

I I n the '56 F o r d y o u find the f i rs t 
I m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n to a d d e d d r i v e r 
j a n d passenger safety i n a u t o m o b i l e 
J accidents. I t is L i f e g u a r d D e s i g n — 

the r e s u l t o f over t w o years of i n ­
tensive research. Le t ' s take a l o o k . 

Ford's new Lifeguard 
wheel is p a r t o f t h e 
s tory . D r i v e r s are m o r e 

a p t to be i n j u r e d b y the s teer ing 
post i n accidents t h a n by a n y t h i n g 
else. So, t h e s teer ing post has been 
recessed m o r e t h a n three inches. 
T h e 3 spoke w h e e l , w i t h its deep-
center c o n s t r u c t i o n , is designed to 
act as a cushion u n d e r i m p a c t . 

New Lifeguard 
) seat belts, an op­

t i o n a l L i f e g u a r d 
f e a t u r e , a r e d e ­
igned to keep d r i v e r 

a n d r iders securely i n t h e i r seats 
for a d d e d safety. Belts are s t a u n c h l y 
a n c h o r e d t o the steel floor . . . a n d 
are s t ronger t h a n C A A r e q u i r e ­
ments f o r a i r l i n e seat belts . 

New Lifeguard 
padding for 

control panel and 
sun visors, also o p ­

t i o n a l , g ive e x t r a p r o t e c t i o n against 
i n j u r y s h o u l d passengers be t h r o w n 
Forward i n a c o l l i s i o n . Ford 's spe­
c i a l p a d d i n g m a t e r i a l is five t imes 
as shock a b s o r b e n t as f o a m r u b b e r ! 

New Lifeguard door locks h e l p re 
duee the p o s s i b i l i t y o f r i d e r s b e i n g 
t h r o w n f r o m the car i n a n acc ident . 
C o n v e n t i o n a l d o o r latches, s t r o n g 
as they are, h o l d i n one d i r e c t i o n 
o n l y , l i k e f ingers at le f t , below. 
Doors m a y p o p o p e n u n d e r i m p a c t . 

I / I ' / n e w 

Ford 's new L i f e g u a r d d o o r latches 
have a " d o u b l e g r i p " l i k e fingers 
at r i g h t . . . g ive a d d e d p r o t e c t i o n 
against doors s p r i n g i n g o p e n . 

V i s i t y o u r F o r d Dea ler soon a n d 
see h o w y o u a n d yours are g i v e n 
e x t r a safeguards i n the '56 F o r d . eko
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Dreyfus ' cell , m a k i n g Dreyfus w r i t e 
the text o f the bordereau in various 
p o s t u r e s . D r e y f u s w r o t e s i t t i n g , 
s tanding, l e a n i n g against a w a l l , 
crouched over the floor — i n every 
possible posture. D u Paty was con­
vinced he m u s t i n the end discover 
the pos i t ion w h i c h w o u l d make 
D r e y f u s ' h a n d w r i t i n g identical w i t h 
that o n the bordereau. Hut this 
game p r o v e d f u t i l e . 

A week w e n t by, a n d D u Paty 
succeeded i n g e t t i n g n o t h i n g out of 
D r e y f u s except the t r u t h , w h i c h he 
refused to believe. T h e police investi­
g a t i o n was equally fruitless. There 
remained o n l y the h i g h l y assailable 
evidence of the s imi lar -d iss imi ! ir 
h a n d w r i t i n g on the bordereau. It 
seemed D r e y f u s must be released 
w i t h the verdict of " n o t p r o v e n . " 

T h e n the dreaded leak to the pub­
lic occurred, w h i c h made this course 
impossible. I t was M a j o r H e n r y w h o 
p u l l e d the p l u g . 

M a j o r H u b e r t H e n r y , w h o did 
the Second Bureau's d i r t y w o r k , was 
the o n l y off icer on the General Staff 
to have risen f r o m the ranks. ( ) t 
peasant Stock, uneducated, and u n ­
versed i n any fore ign language, he 
was snubbed socially even by the 
Bureau's j u n i o r officers. T h u s M a j o r 
H e n r y was ready-made to be taken 
i n w h e n the aristocratic C o u n t Es­
terházy, f o r his o w n purposes, had 
set out to cul t ivate h i m as a f r i e n d . 
T h e count spoke seven languages. 
H e k n e w G e r m a n affairs t h o r o u g h ­
l y , a n d h a d considerable back­
g r o u n d o n A u s t r i a n and I ta l ian af­
fairs as w e l l . For an internat ional 

i l l i terate l ike H e n r y , the count s help 
i n translations and in b a c k g r o u n d 
i n f o r m a t i o n was invaluable . T h e 
t w o had become close. 

l i M a j o r H e n r v recognized his 
f r i e n d Esterhazy's h a n d w r i t i n g on 
the bordereau, he gave no indica­
t i o n of i t . Instead, perhaps on his 
o w n , perhaps prodded by Esterhazy 
( w h o had e v e r y t h i n g to ga in i f the 
issue against Dreyfus were forced) , 
H e n r y n o w c o m m u n i c a t e d the fact 
of D r e y f u s ' arrest to the press. 

O n October 2 9 the f o l l o w i n g i t e m 
appeared i n the popular anti-Semitic 
newspaper La Libre Parole: 

is it a fact that on orders f rom 
the military a very important arrest 
has been made? The prisoner is 
accused of high treason. If this 
news is true, why the silence? A n 
answer is urgently requested. 
General Merc ier felt i m p e l l e d to 

issue a guarded c o m m u n i q u e , ad­
m i t t i n g that an A r m y officer had 
been arrested on suspicion of " g i v ­
i n g to foreigners some documents 
w h i c h , t h o u g h of sl ight importance , 
were nevertheless conf ident ia l . " 

But a l l the newspapers were n o w 
o n to a b i g story, a n d w i t h i n 4 8 
hours A l f r e d Drevf i is was head­
l ined as the t ra i tor . Soon most of the 
Paris press echoed La Libre Parole's 
accusation that M i n i s t e r of War's 
office was "'a cesspool, worse than 
the A u g e a n stables." T h e furor was 
so great that the Cabinet held an 
emergency meet ing . I t was decided 
that the g o v e r n m e n t could not sur­
vive a q u a s h i n g of the case. Dreyfus 
must be t r i e d . 

What's New 
in Colgate Dental Cream that's 

MISSING-MISSING-MISSING 
in every other leading toothpaste? 

Hi GARDOL—To Give Up To 
7 Times Longer Protection 

Against Toofh Decay 
. With Just One Brushing! 

G A R D O L MAKES THIS AMAZING DIFFERENCE! 
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BRUSHING WITH ANY 

TOOTHPASTE 

DECAY-CAUSING 
BACTERIA RETURN TO 
ATTACK YOUR TEETH! 

12 HOURS AFTER 
ONE COLGATE BRUSHING 

GARDOL IS 

STILL FIGHTING 
THE BACTERIA THAT 

CAUSE DECAY ! 

Any toothpaste can destroy decay-
and odor-causing bacteria. But 
new bacteria return in minutes, 
to form acids that cause decay. 
Colgate's, unlike any other lead­
ing toothpaste,* keeps on fighting 
decay 12 hours or more! 

So, morning brushings with 
Colgate's help protect all day; 
evening brushings all night. Gardol 
forms an invisible, protective shield 
around teeth that lasts 12 hours 
with just one brushing. Ask your 
dentist how often to brush your 
teeth. Urge your children to brush 
after meals. And at all times, get 
Gardol protection in Colgate's! 

No other leading toothpaste 
can give the 12-hour protection against decay 

you get with Colgate Dental Cream 
with just one brushing! 
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W I T H HER husband's name made 
publ ic , L u c i e D r e y f u s sent a tele­
g r a m to Alsace to her b r o t h e r - i n - l a w 
M a t h i e u , w h o had been closest to 
A l f r e d . H e hastened to Paris a n d 
i m p l o r e d M a j o r d u Patv to let h i m 
vis i t his brother 's cel l . H e gave his 
w o r d o f h o n o r that , should his 
brother confess that he had com­
m i t t e d treason, then he, M a t h i e u . 
w o u l d h a n d his o w n brother a re­
volver a n d d e m a n d that he k i l l h i m ­
self then a n d there. D u Paty rejected 
his plea. 

O n December 4 the Invest igator 
for the C o u r t , Bexon D ' O r m e s c h -
v i l l e , d r e w u p his case. I t rested 
m a i n l y o n the bordereau. N o h a n d ­
w r i t i n g expert today w o u l d have the 
least d i f f i c u l t y i n d e c i d i n g that 
D r e y f u s c o u l d n o t have w r i t t e n this . 
A n d even t h e n , w h e n their science 
was far m o r e r u d i m e n t a r y , the five 
h a n d w r i t i n g experts w h o were to 
testi ly h e l d contradic tory opin ions . 
So this aspect of the case was a 
bucket o f eels. 

H e n c e D ' O r m e s c h v i l l e w o u l d 
have to rely on a r g u m e n t , p a i n t i n g 
Dreyfus as a s u p e r c r i m i n a l w h o was 
so crafty that he had left no evi­
dence, a n d w h o had even taken the 
precaut ion to disguise his h a n d 
w h e n i n d u l g i n g i n c r i m i n a l pen­
m a n s h i p . T h e chances are he was 
not very happy about his case. 

H e was even unhappier about an­
other d o c u m e n t that had just come 
i n t o his hands. W h e n the I ta l ian 
m i l i t a r y attache, L i e u t e n a n t Colonel 
P a n i z z a r d i , learned of D r e y f u s ' ar­
rest he was understandably con­

cerned lest he somehow become i n ­
volved i n the case. O n N o v e m b e r 2 
he sent a cable i n code to R o m e : " I f 
Capta in D . had no relations w i t h 
y o u , a denial w o u l d be welcome to 
avoid press c o m m e n t . " T h e I t a l i a n 
code had been b r o k e n and the mes­
sage was decoded. M a j o r d u Paty 
made a "free t r a n s l a t i o n " of i t for 
the Second Bureau's f i les : " D . ar­
rested. Precautions taken . Emissary 
w a r n e d . " 

T h e prosecutor k n e w his F r e n c h 
penal code. A r t i c l e t o i reads: " A l l 
documents that m i g h t serve to con­
vict the defendant must be s h o w n 
to h i m . " H o w l o n g c o u l d D u Paty's 
"free t r a n s l a t i o n " stand up under 
the scrut iny of a defense lawyer w h o 
could l a w f u l l y d e m a n d to see the 
o r i g i n a l 2 T h e prosecutor felt that 
such evidence, i f presented i n court , 
w o u l d inevi tably b l o w up i n his face. 

But the pressure was o n . T h e press 
was alreadv i n f l a t i n g the case to 
monstrous propor t ions . " D r e y f u s is 
an agent of in terna t iona l J ewry , " 
w r o t e La Croix, " w h i c h has decided 
to r u i n the French people a n d ac­
q u i r e the t e r r i t o r y of France . " A l l 
unsolved treasons of the recent past 
were charged to the Jewish captain, 
a n d Le Temps and Le Matin j o i n e d 
i n u n e a r t h i n g a love interest. D r e y ­
fus had a sweetheart i n N i c e , they 
announced, an I ta l ian beautv of no­
ble b i r t h w h o had seduced h i m i n t o 
c o m m i t t i n g treason. La Libre Pa­
role, La Cocarde a n d La Patne a l l 
d e m a n d e d that he be p u t to death . 

I t was obvious w h a t w o u l d f o l l o w 
a fai lure to convict D r e v f u s : Merc ier 

created the new "cake with sauce" 
. . . P Y - O - M Y P U D D I N ' C A K E M I X 

How the 

accident . . . o f pouring a cup of 
w a t e r on a 
f ine cake bat ter 

Late one day—not long ago—a new 
I k i n d of cake batter had just been 
• n i x e d — a n d poured into a pan. 

T h e n — a cup of water was spilled 
lover i t — b y accident. A n d just out of 
•curiosity—they baked it anyway. 

The result after baking? The water 
Jiad been transformed into a smooth, 
[tasty sauce under a fine-textured cake. 
A l l i n one pan. A n d all in one baking! 

Everybody got excited — the way 
people always do — about something 
Igood and completely 

fferent! F.verybody 
started asking ques­
t i o n s . H o w d i d i t 
happen? C o u l d i t 
possibly be this easy 
to make? W h a t fla­
v o r s s h o u l d be of ­
fered? ( C h o c o l a t e , 

a ramel pecan, and 
vani l la proved most 
popular in later tests.) 

What should i t be 
jcalled? I t wasn't just 
a cake. N o t j u s t a 

3 D e l i c i o u s Flavors 

p u d d i n g . So the P y - O - M y people 
called it " P u d d i n ' Cake M i x " . 

Today, you're l ikely to be asked by 
the best cooks you k n o w : "Have you 
tried that new Py-O-My Puddin ' Cake 
M i x — you pour water over the batter!" 

More home-makers are discovering 
P y - O - M y P u d d i n ' Cake M i x each 
month . A n d their families are asking 
f o r t h a t " n e w dessert" a g a i n a n d 
again. Especially the youngsters. 

T h e C a r a m e l P e c a n , w i t h real , 
choice pecans is a 
great favorite. A n d 
so is the Chocolate. 
The V a n i l l a — e i t h e r 
alone, w i t h f r u i t juice 
or f r u i t added—offers 
unl imi ted variety. 

Your grocer has all 
3 flavors—or can n o w 
get t h e m f o r y o u 
easily. W e believe 
y o u ' l l e n j o y n e w 
P y - O - M y P u d d i n ' 
C a k e M i x — i n your 
home—this week! 
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w o u l d be out , probably the govern­
ment too. Possibly the entire Gen­
eral Staff w o u l d be replaced. 

I n th is crisis a propos i t ion was put 
l o r w a r t l by Colonel Sandherr . T h i s 
was simply to confront the court 
w i t h the Second Bureau's file on the 
case a n d classify i t "secret," thus pre­
v e n t i n g the defense f r o m e x a m i n i n g 
i t a n d tear ing i t to pieces. 

General Merc ier hesitated for a 
l o n g t i m e . T h a t D r e y f u s was actual­
ly g u i l t y he never doubted, nor d i d 
any other officer on the staff except 
possibly M a j o r H e n r y . But a War 
M i n i s t e r cannot ignore the l a w w i t h ­
out i n c u r r i n g grave risks. To set 
aside A r t i c l e 101 i n the present tem­
per of affairs w o u l d be regarded as 
an act of p a t r i o t i s m . H o w w o u l d it 
be regarded at some later date w h e n 
the present temper changed? I f 
some p o l i t i c a l o p p o n e n t t h e n 
b r o u g h t i t to l i g h t , i t w o u l d be i r rep­
arably d a m a g i n g . 

H e t o l d Sandherr that he must 
have t i m e to t h i n k about i t . T h r e e 
days passed w i t h o u t w o r d f r o m h i m . 

T h e n on December 15 La Libre 
Parole a n n o u n c e d t r i u m p h a n t ­
l y : " D r e y f u s is c o m m i t t e d for t r ia l 
by c o u r t - m a r t i a l . Merc ier w i t h the 
b r u t a l bluntness of his patr io t i sm 
has prevai led over his enemies w h o 
conspired i n the d a r k . " 

T h e die was cast. T h e ideal of gov­
e r n m e n t by l a w and not by men was 
c o m m i t t e d to its ordeal . 

IN SEARCHING for a lawyer to de­
fend A l f r e d , the D r e y f u s f a m i l y set­
t led on E d g a r D e m a n g e . D e m a n g e . 

of h i g h repute i n c r i m i n a l l a w , was a 
m a n of advanced age a n d a devout 
Cathol ic . H e w o u l d not be attracted 
either by the w i t h e r i n g publ i c i ty or 
by a fee, however large. N o r was 
there any nonsense i n D e m a n g e 
about g i v i n g the benefit of the doubt 
to the defendant . " S h o u l d I find the 
least reason to doubt his innocence." 
he t o l d the D r e y f u s f a m i l y , " I w i l l 
refuse to defend h i m . I n effect, I 
shall be his first j u d g e . " 

D e m a n g e studied the family 's evi­
dence on D r e y f u s ' career and then 
called for the government 's evidence 
under A r t i c l e 1 0 1 . H e was thunder­
struck. Was this a l l : the bordereau, 
a dispute a m o n g h a n d w r i t i n g ex­
perts, a prosecutor's pet i t -point of 
suppositions and theories? I t was a l l . 
T h e decision to use the Second B u 
reau's secret file had not yet been 
taken. 

T h e o l d m a n w e n t to see Dreyfus 
i n his cell . " I a m convinced of your 
innocence." he said. " I w i l l defend 
y o u . " 

T h e decision to go to t r i a l taken. 
Dreyfus was permi t ted to w r i t e his 
w i f e . " M y judges are loyal and hon­
es! soldiers l ike m se l l , " he w r o t e . 
" T h e y w i l l recognize the error that 
has been c o m m i t t e d . I have n o t h i n g 
to fear." 

T r i a l began December 19, 1S94, in 
an [Nth-century palace on the Rue 
C h e r c h e - M i d i . T h e c o u r t r o o m was 
large and g l o o m y , i l l u m i n a t e d by 
ye l low gasl ight . Its t iny w i n d o w s 
were cut i n t o th ick stone wal ls . T h e 
press had i n t i m a t e d that the court -
mar t ia l w o u l d be held beh ind closed 

H E C O N T I N E N T A L M A R K II 
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doors. A s a result, few of the publ i c 
at tended. 

C o l o n e l M a u r e l , the p r e s i d i n g 
judge, ordered the accused escorted 
i n . C a p t a i n Dreyfus entered r i g i d l y . 
T h e t h i n - h a i r e d , bespectacled m a n , 
a smal l mustache under his sharp 
nose, his s k i n d r a w n and s h i n i n g , 
had a t t i red h imsel f i n the full-dress 
u n i f o r m of an officer of the General 
Staff. H e glanced a r o u n d st i f f ly a n d 
felt reassured. Seven A r m y officers 
were to serve as judges; he was 
a m o n g his o w n . Rut he answered 
the first f o r m a l questions about his 
name, address a n d r a n k i n a voice 
that , w h i l e firm and carefully emo­
tionless, yet had an ar t i f i c ia l in tona­
t i o n . T h i s had always happened 
w h e n he was fighting for self-con­
t r o l . H e h a d l o n g k n o w n i t made a 
bad impress ion. B u t that only made 
i t m o r e d i f f i c u l t to e l iminate . 

Proceedings began w i t h an a r g u ­
m e n t over whether the t r i a l should 
be p u b l i c . T h e prosecution w a n t e d 
the t r i a l held in camera. D e m a n g e , 
for the defense, na tura l ly w a n t e d the 
publ ic present. A s tormy debate en­
sued, i n w h i c h the o l d man could 
hard ly get a w o r d finished. I n the 
end the t r i a l was declared secret. 

I t was a defeat, a n d Demange 
k n e w i t . Dreyfus , too, sensed the sig­
nificance of the r u l i n g . T h e publ ic 
prosecutor's o m i n o u s a r g u m e n t s t i l l 
r a n g i n the suddenly hushed r o o m : 
" T h e r e are other interests i n v o l v e d 
in this case than those of the defense 
or o f the prosecut ion." D r e y f u s ' t w o 
brothers, M a t h i e u a n d Jacques, left 
g r u d g i n g l y and a n x i o u s l y . O n l y w i t ­

nesses a n d experts, the chief of police 
a n d the of f i c ia l M i n i s t r y of W a r ob­
server. M a j o r Georges Piccjuart. 
were p e r m i t t e d to r e m a i n . 

T h e early nervousness lef t D r e y ­
fus w h e n he began his tes t imony. 
H e w e n t over the various items list­
ed i n the bordereau i n a matter-of-
fact, a lmost discursive tone. H e ex­
plained w h y it was impossible for 
h i m to have been i n possession of 
i n f o r m a t i o n about the 120 m m . g u n 
a n d its s u p p o r t i n g troops, or on the 
Madagascar expedi t ion , and w h y he 
could not have w r i t t e n , " I ' m of f to 
the maneuvers . " H i s m e m o r y never 
fai led h i m , a n d he d i d not hesitate 
over his answers. 

H i s t e s t i m o n y o c c u p i e d t h e 
court 's first session. W h e n i t was 
over i t was obvious that C a p t a i n 
D r e y f u s had made a very g o o d i m ­
pression. O f f i c i a l observer P icquart 
reported to W a r M i n i s t e r M e r c i e r 
that i t seemed q u i t e l i k e l y that the 
court w o u l d acqui t . 

T h i s report made for a busy n ight 
i n the W a r M i n i s t r y . T h e l ights in 
h i g h places b u r n e d late. 

Together General Merc ier and 
Colonel Sandherr sifted t h r o u g h the 
Second Bureau's records and put 
together a l o n g m e m o r a n d u m . [1 
consisted of the files of previously 
unsolved espionage cases, w i t h com­
mentary by General Merc ier deftly-
l i n k i n g D r e y f u s to each. I t inc luded 
D u Paty's "free t r a n s l a t i o n " o f the 
I ta l ian te legram, and ment ioned 
that D r e y f u s had served at Bourges 
where an explosives f o r m u l a had 
been stolen ( a l t h o u g h the thef t oc-

This is the 

" ^ j f e i g h t . . . 

. that we call self-winding 
It's the wonder of today's watch world and 
the most wanted watch on earth: the watch 
tliut won't forget to wind itself. 

Wanted for its distinction? Certainly. 
Wanted for its convenience? Of course. You 
never have to wind it. The movement of your 
wrist provides all the winding power it 
needs. Even when you take it olT. it will run 
hy itself for at least 36 hours. 

The great achievement of the self-winding 
watch, however, is accuracy. The automatic 

deiice keep- the mains 
tension, the jeweled-Iei 

{ under constan 
icking perfectly 

And not the least accomplishment of the 
self-winding watch of today is its oute: 
heauty. Swiss craftsmen have refined thi 
miracle mechanism to fit into the handsomes 
of cases, for women as well as for men. 

The self-winding watch, invented over two 
hundred years ago, is another example of 
Swiss leadership. For the gifts you'll give 
with pride, let your jeweler be your guide. 
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A CONDENSED BOOK November 
CAPTAIN DREYFUS: THE STORY OF A MASS HYSTERIA 

currecl before his tour of d u t y t h e r e ) . 
I t was i n effect a k i n d of c r i m i n a l 
b i o g r a p h y w h i c h interpreted D r e y ­
fus' s tudious a n d u n r e l e n t i n g zeal as 
a G e r m a n - i n s p i r e d desire to learn al l 
about the French A r m y . T h e y sealed 
it i n a large envelope, placed this i n 
a st i l l - larger envelope, then sealed 
tha t too, a n d gave i t to D u Paty to 
del iver to the court . I t was to be 
g i v e n to the judges as they re t i red to 
deliberate their verdic t . 

O n the second day of the t r i a l 
M a j o r H e n r y asked to appear as a 
witness. H a d he had any advance 
w a r n i n g that D r e y f u s was a spy? 
"Yes," he answered i n a thunderous 
voice. A n "unimpeachable source" 
h a d w a r n e d M a j o r H e n r y as early as 
the previous M a r c h that there was a 
t ra i tor i n the M i n i s t r y o f W a r . T h e n 
s u d d e n l y the w i t n e s s p o i n t e d 
straight at the accused. " A n d there 
is the t r a i t o r ! " he roared. 

D r e y f u s j u m p e d i n d i g n a n t l y to 
his feet. So d i d his counsel. T h e v de­
m a n d e d under A r t i c l e 101 that H e n ­
ry name the person w h o gave the 
w a r n i n g . H e n r y refused. A n d the 
p r e s i d i n g judge in tervened. " Y o u do 
not have to name the person," he 
to ld H e n r y . " I t w i l l suffice i f y o u 
a f f i r m on your honor that this per­
son t o l d you the t ra i tor was D r e y ­
f u s . " M a j o r H e n r y l i f t e d his h a n d to 
the cruc i f ix and i n a voice that shook 
the c o u r t r o o m c r i e d : " I swear." 

O n the f o u r t h day of the t r i a l , D e ­
cember 22, the presentation o f evi ­
dence conc luded. T h e verdict w o u l d 
n o w be deliberated. A s the judges 
rose and prepared to retire. M a j o r d u 

Paty sauntered over and u n o b t r u ­
sively s l ipped the pres id ing judge 
the envelope f r o m General M e r c i e r . 
Colone l M a u r e l opened i t and f o u n d 
a note f r o m the W a r M i n i s t e r re­
ques t ing h i m to read the contents of 
the enclosed envelope to the judges 
d u r i n g their de l iberat ion . 

I t was an impressively b u l k y es­
pionage file, and whatever the com­
m e n t a r y w h i c h a c c o m p a n i e d i t 
lacked i n logic i t made up for i n au­
t h o r i t y . I t was signed by General 
Merc ie r . I t w o u l d not have taken a 
very clever lawyer to make hash of 
i t , but no lawyer was present — o n l y 
General Mercier 's subordinates. 

A f t e r an h o u r they called court 
i n t o session again to hear the final 
pleas. D e m a n g e spoke for three 
hours . H e concentrated on the bor­
dereau. A f t e r a l l , i t was the only 
e v i d e n c e t h e R e p u b l i c h a d p r o ­
duced. T h e prosecutor's speech was 
brief . H e suggested that the judges 
take a m a g n i f y i n g glass and ex­
a m i n e the bordereau themselves. 
T h e n Dreyfus rose. " I a m i n n o ­
cent," he said s i m p l y . 

D r e y f u s was n o w led f r o m the 
c o u r t r o o m . A f t e r another br ief pe­
riod ot re t i rement the judges re­
t u r n e d and Colonel M a u r e l read the 
verdict . I t was u n a n i m o u s . C a p t a i n 
A l f r e d D r e y f u s was f o u n d g u i l t y o f 
treason a n d condemned to dishonor­
able discharge f r o m the A r m y , to 
deportat ion and exile for l i fe i n a 
f o r t i f i e d place. 

I n the c o u r t r o o m the only b r o k e n 
heart was Demange 's . T h e o l d m a n 
wept a l o u d . 

O N JANUARY 5, 1895, A l f r e d D r e y ­
fus was publ ic ly d r u m m e d out o f 
the French A r m y . T h e proceedings, 
f o r m a l as an execution, were held on 
the parade g r o u n d of the Ecole M i l i -
taire. T h e great crowds that came to 
watch had to be held at bay by a 
heavy m i l i t a r y cordon . T h e y were i n 
a l y n c h i n g m o o d , and " D e a t h to the 
J e w ! " was heard f r o m a l l sides. 

Each reg iment of the Paris g a r r i ­
son had sent a u n i t . A t r u m p e t 
sounded, commands were barked, 
and a giant sergeant of the R e p u b l i ­
can G u a r d led out lour soldiers w i t h 
d r a w n s w o r d s . I n t h e i r m i d s t 
w a l k e d C a p t a i n D r e y f u s . 

T h e vast c r o w d was silent as the 
l i t t l e g r o u p g r o u n d to a halt before 
General Darras , w h o sat a w a i t i n g 
t h e m on horseback. T h e general 
d r e w his s w o r d . I n a voice that 
sounded t i n y i n that huge, silent 
space he c r i e d : " A l f r e d Dreyfus , you 
are u n w o r t h y of c a r r y i n g arms. W e 
h e r e w i t h degrade you i n the name 
of the people of France." 

D r e y f u s s t i rred. H e had been 
s tanding at a t tent ion . N o w he l i f t e d 
up his head. "So ld iers ! " he shouted. 
" A n innocent is dishonored. L o n g 
l ive F r a n c e ! " H i s voice, too, sound­
ed t i n y , but it carried to the c r o w d 
outside. T h e c r o w d roared back an­
g r i l y , " D e a t h to the f e w ! " 

T h e g i a n t sergeant rushed at 
Dreyfus . H e tore the epaulets f r o m 
the captain's shoulders and then tore 
the red stripes, m a r k i n g h i m as a 
General S ta l l officer, f r o m his t r o u ­
sers. F i n a l l y he took the captain's 
s w o r d and broke it i n t w o . H e t h r e w 

the pieces on the g r o u n d . W i t h the 
epaulets a n d the red stripes i t made a 
l i t t l e pi le o f refuse, all that r e m a i n e d 
of D r e y f u s ' once h i g h place i n the 
w o r l d . 

D r e y f u s was then marched past 
the soldiers ranked c o l u m n after col­
u m n i n lines o f parade dress. H e 
w a l k e d w i t h the u n b e n d i n g preci 
sion of a staff officer o n inspect ion. 
T h e effect was ghast ly. H i s u n i f o r m 
seemed suddenly naked. A t regular 
intervals he t h r e w up his arms a n d 
w i t h a face that was nearly maniacal 
i n its ef fort to conceal its s u f f e r i n g 
c r i e d : " I a m innocent . L o n g l ive 
F r a n c e ! " 

Six weeks after this devastat ing 
ceremony, D r e y f u s was en route to 
D e v i l ' s I s land, the notor ious F r e n c h 
penal colony off the coast of South 
A m e r i c a . H e need not have gone 
there. For General Merc ier , w h o s t i l l 
yearned for proof that the court -mar­
t ia l verdict was just, sent D u Paty to 
his cell w i t h a p r o p o s i t i o n : T h e r e 
were m a n y ways i n w h i c h his l i fe 
i n exile could be made supportable . 
T h e place chosen need not be a bl is­
t e r i n g rock i n a desolate sea. It c o u l d 
be a garden spot. H i s fami ly m i g h t 
be p e r m i t t e d to j o i n h i m . T h e r e 
could be other privi leges. D r e v f u s 
had only to confess. H e need not ad­
m i t deliberate treason. I t w o u l d suf­
fice i f he pleaded a m o m e n t of m e n ­
tal aberrat ion, perhaps only c r i m i n a l 
carelessness. 

Dreyfus replied to this offer i n ­
stantly, i n a letter to General M e r ­
cier. T h e o n l y pr iv i lege he w a n t e d 
was that the search for the t ra i t or be eko
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c o n t i n u e d and pressed to a success­
fu l conclusion. 

A s he was be ing transported to the 
ship, the c r o w d at L a Rochelle sta­
t ion a n g r i l y rushed the convict t r a i n 
a n d t r i e d to m o b h i m . Dreyfus thor­
o u g h l y sympath ized w i t h their leel-
i n g . H e was a soldier to the core, and 
the people's trust i n their A r m y was 
a sacred charge to h i m . " I was trans­
ported as the vile scoundrel w h o m I 
represent deserves to be," he w r o t e 
L u c i e at the t i m e . " A s l o n g as I rep­
resent such a miserable creature, I 
cannot b u t approve . " 

D R E Y F U S MADE the l o n g voyage to 
Devi l ' s I s land i n chains, a n d his 
incarcerat ion there was arranged 
w i t h f a n t a s t i c c a u t i o n . H e w a s 
placed i n a stone h u t w h i c h was sur­
r o u n d e d by a h i g h stone w a l l . T h e 
w i n d o w s a n d door were barred a n d 
f r o m a smal l anteroom of the h u t a 
g u a r d , w h o was relieved every t w o 
hours, kept a constant w a t c h o n his 
movements . F ive m e n were detailed 
to this d u t y . 

H e was never a l l o w e d to sit fac ing 
the sea. I t was feared he m i g h t signal 
to someone i n that b l i n d i n g g l i t t e r . 
H i s request that w o r k be assigned 
h i m was t u r n e d d o w n ; a n d Lucie 's 
request to j o i n h i m i n exile—a favor 
the l a w accorded to wives of depor­
tees—was l ikewise rejected. N o let­
ter c o n t a i n i n g any allusion to his 
case was a l lowed to reach h i m . 
W h e n he was taken for a w a l k on 
the shadeless s t r ip o f rock ad jo in ­
i n g his h u t , no one was a l lowed to 
ta lk to h i m . H i s guards were not 

p e r m i t t e d to answer his questions. 
D r e y f u s m a i n t a i n e d his r i g i d bear­

i n g a n d his m i l i t a r y composure. B u t 
v io lent neuralgias began to rack his 
head. W h e n storms s t i rred u p the 
sea a n d the waves t h u n d e r e d against 
the rock, he took advantage of the 
sound to give vent to shrieks of de­
spair. H e wai ted for storms because 
he d i d not w a n t anyone to hear h i m . 

N o one heard. H e a n d his case 
were entombed i n silence. 

T h i s existence c o n t i n u e d for 18 
m o n t h s . T h e n the precautions con­
c e r n i n g Dreyfus were suddenly d o u ­
bled . A l l letters a n d packages f r o m 
the outside w o r l d were stopped. 
W h e r e there h a d been one m a n 
w a t c h i n g h i m day a n d n i g h t , there 
were n o w t w o , w i t h orders to report 
D r e y f u s ' every gesture a n d change 
of expression. A second stone w a l l 
was erected a r o u n d the first one, a n d 
for the t w o m o n t h s u n t i l i t was com­
pleted he was conf ined to his cot 
each n i g h t i n double irons. 

These measures were taken be­
cause M a t h i e u Dreyfus had made a 
move . T h e silence that had fal len 
over his brother's case was its worst 
enemy, he k n e w . H e had resorted to 
a hoax to break i t . 

T h r o u g h a f r i e n d he succeeded i n 
g e t t i n g published i n England a fab­
ricated report that D r e y f u s had es­
caped f r o m Devi l ' s I s land. A s M a ­
thieu had expected, the i t e m was 
w i d e l y repr in ted and the entire Paris 
press took i t u p . I t caused the M i n i s ­
ter of Colonies an immensely agitat­
ed h o u r w h i l e he awai ted the o f f i c ia l 
report f r o m Devi l ' s I s l a n d ; a n d his 

HANGS UP LIKE A SAUCEPAN . . . handy key­
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f renz ied fears were c o m m u n i c a t e d 
to A l f r e d ' s jailers. 

M a t h i e u ' s hoax a c c o m p l i s h e d 
n o t h i n g except p u b l i c i t y . B u t other 
developments, already under way in 
the W a r M i n i s t r y , were to keep the 
Dreyfus case very m u c h al ive. 

I N M\RCH of 1896, some 15 m o n t h s 
after the case had been closed, an i n ­
teresting petit bleu or special-deliv­
ery postcard came i n t o the posses­
sion of the Second Bureau. I t had 
been w r i t t e n by a w o m a n f r i e n d o f 
von S c h w a r z k o p p e n and g i v e n to 
h i m to m a i l . S c h w a r z k o p p e n had 
never succeeded i n m a i l i n g i t , for i t 
was somehow stolen f r o m h i m or 
possibly even removed f r o m the let­
ter box. T h e message on the petit 
bleu was innocuous, but it was int i ­
mate i n tone — a n d i t was addressed 
to M a j o r C o u n t F e r d i n a n d W a l s i n -
Fsterhazy! 

I t was b r o u g h t to the desk of 
Georges Picquart , n o w a L ieutenant 
Colonel a n d head of the Second Bu­
reau. W h e n Picquart first glanced at 
the petit bleu his reaction was imme­
diate. " W h a t , another spy?" he 
asked. " W h a t is Esterhazy d o i n g 
g e t t i n g petits bleus via the G e r m a n 
Embassy?" In view ol the Count ' s 
unsavory record, P icquart decided to 
keep an eye on h i m . 

T h r e e months later Count Ester 
hazy made a mistake. Perhaps M a ­
jor H e n r y had tailed to w a r n h i m 
that he was being watched, perhaps 
i t was s imple brazenness. A t a m 
rate he chose this m o m e n t to make 
a w r i t t e n applicat ion for General 

Staff d u t y . T h e appl icat ion came to 
Picquart 's desk and it s truck h i m 
that there was someth ing f a m i l i a r 
about the h a n d w r i t i n g . 

I n his new post. P icquart had re­
cently had occasion to examine the 
h i g h l y secret Dreyfus file. H e n o w 
w e n t direct ly to the safe, got out the 
bordereau f r o m the D r e y f u s enve­
lope a n d compared its w r i t i n g to 
Esterhazy's. I m m e d i a t e l y , he sum­
m o n e d the c r i m i n o l o g i s t B e r t i l l o n . 
T o B e r t i l l o n ' s c r e d i t he d i d n o t 
q u i b b l e . H e studied the bordereau 
again a n d then examined Ester­
hazy's appl ica t ion . " T h i s is the m a n 
w h o w r o t e the bordereau," he said. 

P icquar t had once taught D r e y f u s 
at the Ecole de Guerre . H e d i d not 
l ike h i m and, u n l i k e the other i n ­
structors, was not even impressed by 
his intel l igence. B u t he was n o w to 
jeopardize his career to see justice 
done. H i s lonely crusade was to w i n 
h i m bi t ter enmities on the General 
Staff, cause his eventual i m p r i s o n ­
ment a n d al l but r u i n his l i f e . 

H i s conversation w i t h General 
Charles Gonse was testified to sub­
sequently i n court . 

" Y o u should have kept the t w o 
cases s e p a r a t e d , " G e n e r a ] G o n s e 
said, w h e n Picquart approached 
h i m . " T h e Dreyfus case is closed." 

W h e n Picquart insisted that it 
should be reopened. General Gonse 
lost patience. " W h a t do you care for 
this Jew a n y h o w ? " he asked. 

" H e is innocent , " Picquart replied 
q u i e t l y . H e could not understand 
w h y t h a t s h o u l d not be reason 
enough . 

T forgot the baby's bottles!' 
(How even the very young 
benefit by telephone) 

A very proud mother and a very 
young baby boarded the train at Cleve­
land, Ohio, bound for Utica, N . Y. 

After the baby's grandmother waved 
goodbye, she suddenly discovered that 
she s t i l l held two nursing bottles filled 
with very special mi lk . She rushed to 
the nearest taxi . The driver said he 
couldn't possibly fight his way through 
city traffic in time to catch the train at 
East Cleveland. 

The grandmother wondered what to 
do. Certainly they wouldn't have the 
right k i n d of mi lk on the tra in . A n d 
even i f they d i d , where would they find 
a sterilized nursing bottle? 

Sudden i n s p i r a t i o n ! The baby's 
aunt lived in Erie. Pa., where the train 
was due to stop in about two hours. 
Grandmother called her from a tele­
phone booth, relayed the formula and 
f u l l instructions —and the aunt reached 
the station in time to meet the train — 

with the bottles containing the right 
milk for the baby. 

* # » 
There is hardly any l imit to the reas­

surance, pleasure and satisfaction a 
Long Distance call can bring —to you 
and to those you love. 

So i f you're thinking of someone out 
of town, or there's something you want 
to get settled . . . Don't wonder. Don't 
worry. Call today and be sure. 

Bell Telephone System 
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Atlanta to Indianapolis . . . 85< 
San Francisco to Denver . . $1.35 
Houston to Seattle $1.75 
These are the Station-to-Station rates for the 
first three minutes, after 6 o'clock every night 
and all day Sunday. They do not include the 
10% federal excise tax. 
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B u t the general unders tood. " F o r 
m e , " he said, " t r u t h is w h a t the M i n ­
ister o f W a r a n d the C h i e f of the 
General Staff te l l me is t r u e . " T h e n 
he added, " I f y o u keep silent, no one 
need f i n d out a n y t h i n g . " 

P i c q u a r t forgot the difference i n 
r a n k . H e forgot the power o f a gen­
eral o f the A r m y . " G e n e r a l , " he 
cr ied , " w h a t y o u say is abominable . 
I d o n o t k n o w yet w h a t I a m g o i n g 
to d o . B u t I w i l l n o t carry this secret 
to m y grave . " 

T h e general d i d not freeze. H e d i d 
n o t b a r k . B u t not l o n g a f t e r w a r d he 
ordered P i c q u a r t to investigate the 
Inte l l igence Service o n the eastern 
border . W h e n that task was done, he 
ordered h i m direc t ly to the I t a l i a n 
f ront ie r to inspect the Inte l l igence 
Service there. F r o m the I t a l i a n f r o n ­
tier P i c q u a r t was sent urgent ly to 
A l g i e r s , a n d f r o m A l g i e r s to T u n i s i a 
—each t i m e w i t h letters of praise for 
w o r k w e l l done. A t first P i cquar t 
suspected n o t h i n g . B u t after near ly 
three m o n t h s a f r i e n d w r o t e to c o m ­
p l a i n that , whenever he i n q u i r e d , 
the Second Bureau repl ied that Pic­
q u a r t was expected back m o m e n ­
t a r i l y . H o w l o n g was a m o m e n t ? 
the f r i e n d asked. A n d P icquar t real­
ized that he had been practically 
ex i led . 

I n his absence, M a j o r H e n r y took 
over his place and ran th ings w i t h 
his huge fist. Picquart 's m a i l , ad­
dressed to the bureau, came to H e n ­
ry's desk for f o r w a r d i n g . H e n r y be­
gan s teaming i t open. A file o n 
P i c q u a r t was started. I n t o i t w e n t 
whatever c o m p r o m i s i n g mater ia l 

c o u l d be f o u n d , a n d i f n o t h i n g c o u l d 
be f o u n d i t was i n v e n t e d . 

B u t there was a s impler w a y of dis­
pos ing of the troublesome P i c q u a r t . 
H e n r y suggested that Gonse dis­
patch h i m to the T r i p o l i border 
where skirmishes were t a k i n g place. 
A bul le t i n the r i g h t place w o u l d , he 
felt , successfully stop any reopening 
of the D r e y f u s case. General Gonse 
sent the order . 

B u t P icquar t had already insured 
that the t r u t h should survive . O n a 
br ief leave i n Paris he had lef t w i t h 
his lawyer , L o u i s Leblois , a letter to 
the President of the Republ ic . T h e 
letter, to be del ivered i n the event o f 
Picquart ' s death, described h o w Pic­
q u a r t had discovered the real author 
o f the bordereau. I t c o n c l u d e d : 

1. Walsin-Esterhazy is a German 
agent. 
2. Acts charged to Dreyfus were 
committed by Esterhazy. 
3 . The Dreyfus case was treated 
w i t h unheard-of lightness, w i t h a 
preconceived conviction of Drey­
fus' gui l t , and in disregard of the 
law. 

W h e n P i c q u a r t t o l d h i m the story 
i n confidence, Leblois was p r o f o u n d ­
ly d i s turbed . H e finally obta ined 
permiss ion to i m p a r t the secret to re­
liable fr iends it lie could do so w i t h 
out d i v u l g i n g Picquart 's name. 

T h e lawyer felt this cou ld be m a n ­
aged. H e contacted A u g u s t e Scheur-
er-Kestner, Vice-President o f the 
Senate, an o l d a n d trusted f r i e n d of 
the D r e y f u s f a m i l y . Senator Scheur-
er c o u l d do n o t h i n g u n t i l the myste­
r ious officer Leblo is represented was 
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A CONDENSED HOOK N övembe t CAPTAIN DREYFUS: THE STORY OF A MASS HYSTERIA 

w i l l i n g to come f o r w a r d w i t h proof . 
H e h i n t e d pr ivate ly , however , tha t 
there was evidence of D r e y f u s ' i n ­
nocence. W h e n his views became 
k n o w n he was savagely revi led by 
the press and ostracized i n the Sen­
ate. H i s interest i n the case was to 
b r i n g h i m only abuse. B u t i t was the 
b e g i n n i n g o f a D r e y f u s a r d or " r e v i ­
s ionist" m o v e m e n t i n h i g h places. 

C O U N T ESTERHAZY was b e c o m i n g 
increasingly uneasy. H e k n e w that 
several people n o w suspected h i m of 
h a v i n g w r i t t e n the bordereau. A n d 
w h e n France's largest newspaper, 
he Matin, publ ished a facsimile of 
that famous document , h a v i n g some­
h o w obtained a p h o t o g r a p h of i t , 
he was t h o r o u g h l y a la rmed. 

I n his panic, he rushed to the Ger­
m a n Embassy a n d t o l d Schwarz-
k o p p e n that their connect ion had 
been discovered a n d w o u l d soon be 
made publ i c by a leading senator. 
H e suggested that Schwarzkoppen 
go to M m e . D r e y f u s a n d assure her 
that her husband had actually com­
m i t t e d treason. S c h w a r z k o p p e n re­
fused, a n d Esterhazy then said he 
had reached the e n d . H e w o u l d k i l l 
h imse l f then a n d there i n Schwarz-
koppen's office. T h e prospect fa i led 
to a l a r m the m i l i t a r y attache, a n d 
E s t e r h a z y became e n r a g e d . H e 
threatened to make publ ic Schwarz-
koppen's relations w i t h a lady w h o m 
he n a m e d . S c h w a r z k o p p e n rang for 
an at tendant a n d ordered Esterhazy 
s h o w n o u t forc ib ly . 

W h e n he reported Esterhazy's 
melodramat ics a n d g r o w i n g reck­

lessness to B e r l i n , i t was decided 
S c h w a r z k o p p e n h a d better get o u t 
before the b r e w i n g scandal boi led 
over. H e was p r o m p t l y recalled to 
G e r m a n y . O n l e a v i n g Paris, he d i d 
the most that a spy can do for his 
o w n self-respect. H e c o u l d not name 
one of his o w n agents. B u t i n b i d ­
d i n g the President a f o r m a l farewel l , 
S c h w a r z k o p p e n assured h i m o n his 
h o n o r as an officer that he h a d h a d 
no dealings w i t h D r e y f u s . 

M e a n w h i l e H e n r y , aware o f the 
m o u n t i n g suspicion of Esterhazy. 
consulted D u Paty, w h o assured Es­
terhazy o n behalf o f the General 
Staff that there was n o t h i n g to fear, 
that matters were w e l l i n h a n d . H e 
was not exaggerat ing. I n order to 
protect the C o u n t ( w h o was qui te 
capable of b l a c k m a i l i n g h i m i f he 
d i d n o t ) , M a j o r H e n r y was busily 
f o r g i n g fresh evidence to reinforce 
the case against D r e y f u s . Capi ta l iz ­
i n g o n Colonel Sandherr's recent 
death, H e n r y let the news leak out 
that he h a d discovered yet another 
secret file i n Sandherr's office safe. I t 
contained documents , he declared 
— shoals of t h e m — c e r t i f y i n g D r e y ­
fus' g u i l t . T h e r e were no less than 
seven letters i n D r e y f u s ' o w n h a n d 
to the G e r m a n E m p e r o r . O n one of 
t h e m the Kaiser had scribbled a 
m a r g i n a l c o m m e n t to the G e r m a n 
Ambassador, saving in effect that 
" the scoundre l " was g e t t i n g more 
and more d e m a n d i n g but was to be 
kept satisfied. 

SOME THREE YEARS after his brother 
had been convicted, M a t h i e u D r e y ­

fus learned the ident i ty of the real 
t ra i tor . I t came about by chance. M a ­
th ieu had b r o u g h t out a pamphle t 
on the D r e y f u s case, to be sold i n the 
streets of Paris. O n its cover was a 
reproduct ion of the bordereau as it 
had appeared i n the newspaper, Le 
Matin. 

I n a m o m e n t of idle curiosi ty, a 
stockbroker named Castro bought 
one of the pamphlets . H e had had 
business dealings w i t h C o u n t Ester­
hazy, w h i c h had netted h i m only 
acr imonious correspondence. Castro 
n o w recognized the h a n d w r i t i n g , 
and w e n t to M a t h i e u w i t h the letters 
Esterhazy h a d w r i t t e n h i m . M a t h i e u 
embraced h i m i n g r a t i t u d e ; and on 
N o v e m b e r 15, 1897, he f o r m a l l y 
charged Esterhazy w i t h h a v i n g w r i t ­
ten the bordereau. 

Since, u n d e r French l a w , anyone 
w i t h k n o w l e d g e of a c r ime can b r i n g 
a charge, an invest igat ion could not 
be avoided. T h e General Staff w a n t ­
ed the charge dismissed at once o n 
the technical i ty that the only evi­
dence was the bordereau and this 
was inadmissible because the Drey­
fus case was closed. B u t they were at 
the mercy of an adventurer's w h i m s . 
Esterhazy insisted that he could not 
a l l o w his reputat ion to remain under 
a c l o u d . H e demanded a complete 
v i n d i c a t i o n . So the " i n v e s t i g a t i o n " 
dragged o n . 

N o w that he was under fire, the 
newspapers lauded C o u n t Esterhazy 
to the sky. O n l y the revisionist 
papers, a t i n y segment of the press, 
attacked h i m . Le Figaro, a smal l 
h i g h - b r o w publ ica t ion , b r o u g h t u p 

f r o m the bordereau that t e l l i n g b i t , 
" I a m of f to the maneuvers,*' and 
was n o w able to prove that D r e y f u s 
had not attended the maneuvers that 
year and that Esterhazy had. 

Le Figaro aiso publ ished, side by 
side, reproductions of the bordereau 
a n d of Esterhazy's h a n d w r i t i n g so 
t h a t i t s readers m i g h t j u d g e f o r 
themselves. T h e mass-circulation pa­
pers retorted w i t h t w o voices: one 
g r o u p said that the h a n d w r i t i n g s 
were not ident ica l ; the remainder 
said they had been " r e l i a b l y " i n ­
f o r m e d that Dreyfus had i m i t a t e d 
Esterhazy's handwriting. 

Esterhazy spent most of his t i m e 
in newspaper offices, h a n d i n g out 
juicy bits about " the internat ional 
Jewish syndicate" and its plots to 
destroy the A r m y and thus f i a n c e 
H e painted his o w n portrait in g l o w ­
i n g colors. H e was, i t seemed, a su­
perbly courageous m a n of i n d o m i t a 
ble w i l l , fanatically jealous o f his 
h o n o r . H i s every w o r d w a s e n ­
shrined in p r i n t for posterity and de­
bated a v i d l y . Paris was at his feet. 

W h e n he was f inal ly brought into 
court on Mathieu 's charges, the offi­
cial announcement emphasized that 
Esterhazy was not be ing t r i e d . H i s 
innocence had already been estab­
lished. T h e t r i a l , it was declared, was 
be ing held only i n justice to Ester­
hazy. T h e accusation rather than the 
accused w o u l d be t r i e d . 

O n the stand. Esterhazy made a 
ca lm and reserved witness. H i s one 
o u t b u r s t o c c u r r e d w h e n he once 
cried o u t fervent ly , " A l l I have said 
is as true as that I am innocent . " I t eko
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202 A CON DENS. 

is perhaps the one t r u t h f u l state­
m e n t he made. 

W h e n Math ieu ' s t u r n came, Ester-
hazy's at torney cr i t i c ized h i m sharp­
ly for c i r c u l a t i n g a r e p r o d u c t i o n of 
the bordereau. " Y o u may defend 
your brother before the court but no­
where else," the lawyer t o l d h i m . 

" I shall defend m y brother every­
w h e r e , " repl ied M a t h i e u . A n d the 
t h r o n g i n the c o u r t r o o m hissed its 
hate so l o u d l y that i t h a d to be called 
to order . 

T h e b u l k of the test imony was 
taken b e h i n d closed doors. A t the 
e n d the publ i c prosecutor f o r m a l l y 
d r o p p e d the charge against Ester-
hazy. Nevertheless, Esterhazy's at­
torney spoke for five hours . T h e 
court del iberated for three minutes , 
a n d t h e n i t voted u n a n i m o u s l y for 
a c q u i t t a l . 

A p a n d e m o n i u m of joy broke o u t . 
I t was as i f France h a d w o n a great 
victory on the bat t le f ie ld . Off icers , 
newspapermen, w o m e n a n d m e n , 
o l d a n d y o u n g , rushed up to Ester-
hazv to embrace h i m w i t h tears i n 
their eyes. L o n g i n t o the n i g h t t r i ­
u m p h a n t process ions m a r c h e d 
t h r o u g h the streets of Paris chant­
i n g , " L o n g l ive Esterhazy! L o n g l ive 
the A r m y ! " 

O n e v i c t i m of the t r i a l was Colo­
nel Picquart , w h o had been s u m ­
m o n e d t r o m A f r i c a to testify. A t the 
courl he stood alone, isolated by the 
e n m i t y o l his f e l l o w o f f i c e r s — a 
p r o u d figure, handsome and poised. 
O n l y S e n a t o r S c h e u r e r - K e s t n e r 
t a l k e d to h i m , and M a t h i e u and 
L u c i e Dreyfus , a n d D e m a n g e , w h o 
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had been retained to represent M a ­
t h i e u . Despite heavy pressure, he res­
olute ly gave his test imony about the 
petit bleu w h i c h l i n k e d Esterhazy 
w i t h the G e r m a n Embassy. B u t i t 
was heard secretly b e h i n d closed 
doors ; the oppos i t ion described the 
petit bleu as a forgery, and his sacri­
fice availed n o t h i n g . A f t e r the t r i a l 
P i c q u a r t was arrested, charged w i t h 
h a v i n g d i v u l g e d secret i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a n d held i n the fortress of M o n t 
V a l e r i e n for weeks. 

A n d o n Devi l ' s I s land, 5000 miles 
away, D r e y f u s ' g u a r d was increased 
to 13 m e n a n d a w a r d e n . A tower 
was b u i l t to w a t c h over the sea. A 
large g u n was m o u n t e d on its top . 
D r e y f u s had n o idea w h y . A l l m a i l 
privi leges had been denied h i m for 
m o n t h s , a n d the guards never spoke 
to h i m . 

T H E ACQUITTAL of Esterhazy a n d 
the arrest of P i c q u a r t made black 
headlines a r o u n d the w o r l d . France 
is no more , E u r o p e m o u r n e d f r o m 
L i s b o n to M o s c o w . T h e country that 
had led Western c i v i l i z a t i o n i n her 
ideas of justice a n d freedom had fled 
f r o m her senses. I n her madness she 
had created a m o r a l l y ups ide-down 
w o r l d i n w h i c h , as one w r i t e r put i t . 
" t h e f r a u d u l e n t g l o r i f i e d f r a u d , and 
the impostors erected a m o n u m e n t 
to i m p o s t u r e . " 

"Courageous m e n d e f y i n g tyrants 
are never w a n t i n g i n h i s tory , " wrote 
G e o r g e s C l e m e n c e a u , the T i g e r , 
" b u t it requires t rue heroism to defy 
the t y r a n n y of publ ic o p i n i o n . " T h e 
monster i n France was n o w publ ic 
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o p i n i o n , i n f l a m e d a n d fed o n lies by 
tbe u l t ranat ional i s t press. F e w w i t h ­
i n or outside the g o v e r n m e n t dared 
defy i t . 

T r u e , there had always been D r e y ­
fus adherents —about one percent of 
the p o p u l a t i o n by contemporary esti­
m a t e — a n d they were f o u n d i n a l l 
w a l k s of l i fe . E a r l y Dreyfusards i n ­
c luded the w r i t e r A n a t o l e France, 
the scholarly director o f the Pasteur 
Ins t i tu te , E m i l e D u c l a u x , the Sena­
tor a n d former M i n i s t e r of Justice, 
L u d o v i c Trat ieux. L e d by the aged 
Senator Scheurer-Kestner, this l i t t le 
b a n d of stalwarts gave voice to the 
dissent. A n d s lowly , one by one, 
other honest a n d courageous m e n 
began to l ine u p w i t h t h e m . B u t 
Picquart ' s arrest came as a terr ib le 

. b l o w , f o r the battle to see justice 
done n o w appeared lost. 

T h e n came January 13,1898 — a n d 
the leaden atmosphere o f despond­
ency was dispelled as i f by the ele­
m e n t a l force of a hurr i cane . O n that 
d a t e C l e m e n c e a u ' s n e w s p a p e r , 
L'Aurore, publ ished E m i l e Zola's 
]'Accuse!, a t i t le w h i c h was to be­
come a b y w o r d , forever associated 
w i t h Z o l a by the whole w o r l d . I t 
was a challenge to France a n d to 
every F r e n c h m a n to h o l d by cher­
ished ideals and stand u p a n d be 
counted . 

Z o l a was then at the peak of his 
w o r l d fame. H i s novels were best­
sellers i n almost al l c iv i l i zed lan­
guages. H e had been w r i t i n g about 
the D r e y f u s case i n the c o l u m n s of 
Le Figaro. B u t he came to realize 
that o n l v a stark witness to f a i t h — 

an i n v i t a t i o n to m a r t y r d o m — c o u l d 
break the spell that h a d descended 
o n the n a t i o n . H e d i d n o t consult 
anyone b u t w r o t e for a n i g h t , a day 
a n d another n i g h t u n t i l he h a d fin­
ished his appeal to sanity. I n p u b ­
l i s h i n g i t , he t h r e w i n t o the scales 
a l l he h a d attained i n a l i f e t i m e o f 
creative achievement. 

J'Accuse! was a d o c u m e n t of for­
m i d a b l e power . W i t h magic ins ight 
i t pierced the smoke screen of f r a u d , 
confusion and contradict ions , and 
showed w i t h precision a n d clari ty 
h o w the General Staff, h a v i n g com­
m i t t e d a fa te fu l b l u n d e r , had at­
t e m p t e d to cover i t u p a n d had sunk 
i n t o a morass of f r a u d a n d forgery . 

A t the close of his l o n g plea, Zo la 
made several specific accusations, the 
last b e i n g : 

I accuse the first court-martial 
(of Dreyfus) of having violated all 
human rights in condemning a 
prisoner on testimony kept secret 
f rom h i m , and I accuse the second 
court-martial (of Esterházy) of 
having covered up this illegality by 
order, commit t ing in t u r n the j u ­
dicial crime of acquitt ing a gui l ty 
man w i t h ful l knowledge ol his 
gui l t . 

Z o l a k n e w that he could be prose­
cuted for m a k i n g these accusations. 

The action I take here is de­
signed to hasten the explosion of 
t r u t h and justice. Let them dare to 
carry me to court, and let there be 
an inquest i n the f u l l l ight ol day 1 

i am wai t ing . 
T h e repercussions were i m m e d i ­

ate. L'Aurore, a paper of i n s i g n i f i -
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cant c i rcu la t ion , sold 300,000 copies 
o f the J'Accuse! n u m b e r . T h i r t y 
t h o u s a n d l e t t e r s a n d t e l e g r a m s 
p o u r e d i n f r o m a l l parts o f the 
w o r l d , t es t i fy ing to the relief felt 
everywhere at Zola's stand a n d to 
m o u n t i n g revuls ion over the F r e n c h 
d i m - o u t of reason. I n France itself, 
the i n t e r n a l tensions broke i n t o vio­
lence. I n Paris huge protest meetings 
were he ld , e n d i n g i n bloody clashes. 
I n other French cities angry crowds 
p l u n d e r e d Jewish stores, publ i c ly 
b u r n e d copies o f J'Accuse! a n d 
hanged Z o l a i n e f f igy . T h e uproar , 
w h i c h sometimes had to be quel led 
by the m i l i t a r y , was to cont inue for 
weeks. 

T h e Cabinet was at a loss. I t c o u l d 
not let Zola's accusations go u n ­
challenged, for b o t h publ ic a n d press 
were d e m a n d i n g harsh p u n i s h m e n t 
for h i m . Yet prosecuting h i m lor 
l ibel w o u l d mean reopening the 
Dreyfus case, for the defendant had 
the legal r i g h t to a t tempt to prove 
the t r u t h of his statements. A face-
saving f o r m u l a was finally devised. 
Zola w o u l d be charged w i t h c r i m i ­
nal libel only for that passage of 
J'Accuse! i n w h i c h he stated that a 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l " a c t i n g o n o r d e r s " 
dared acquit Esterhazy. T h i s w o u l d 
g ive h i m the r i g h t to produce evi­
dence against Esterhazy but not in 
favor of Dreyf us . 

O n February 7, 1898, the t r i a l of 
Z o l a opened. I t lasted for 15 days 
and was f o l l o w e d w i t h anxious i n ­
terest t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . I t i n ­
tensified feelings that were already 
h i g h , and A r m y troops were held in 

constant readiness to c o n t r o l the 
mobs that s u r r o u n d e d the b u i l d i n g . 

T h e judge made every ef fort to 
prevent the witnesses f r o m wander­
i n g out of the n a r r o w area embraced 
by the i n d i c t m e n t . " T h e question is 
o u t o f o r d e r " became the signature 
of the t r i a l . For , on Zola's instruc­
t ions, his at torney i g n o r e d Zola's 
defense and s i m p l y t r ied to reopen 
the Dreyfus case before the c i v i l i a n 
court . 

I n his o w n plea Z o l a assured the 
j u r y that not he, and not Dreyfus , 
were o n t r i a l , but France. T h e ques­
t i o n was whether France was st i l l 
t rue to her character as the g u a r d i a n 
of justice and h u m a n i t y , H e ended 
his speech w i t h these w o r d s : 

" D r e y f u s is innocent . I vouch for 
i t w i t h m y l i fe a n d honor . By a l l 
I have gained, by the name I have 
m a d e , a n d m y c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
French l i terature , I swear to i t . M a y 
al l of this perish i f he is not . Drey­
fus is innocent . " 

T h e r o o m was breathless. For an 
instant i t seemed as i f the Dreyfus 
case must be heard in publ ic at last. 
But Zola was no match for the 
prestige of the General Staff. I t was 
impossible to believe that these m e n , 
the cream of the A r m y , the back­
bone of nat ional defense, could be 
forgers, liars and crooks. A n d the 
General Staff d r e w the issue clearly. 
I t w o u l d resign en bloc it the jury 
acquitted Z o l a . 

It took the j u r y only 35 minutes 
to b r i n g in the verdict . By an eight-
to- four vote, Z o l a was pronounced 
guiltv. H e was given the m a x i m u m 

penalty, one year i n prison and a 
fine of 3000 francs. 

T h e n e w s caused r i o t o u s j o y 
t h r o u g h o u t F r a n c e , a n d p o l i t i c a l 
parties v ied w i t h one another c la im­
i n g the l ion's share i n the t r i u m p h . 
A b r o a d , the dismay was almost u n i ­
v e r s a l . E n g l i s h a n d C o n t i n e n t a l 
newspapers called the sentence sav­
age a n d b a r b a r i c , a n d f e l t t h a t 
France's m o r a l decay augured i l l for 
the Western w o r l d . T h e u n a n i m o u s 
host i l i ty abroad only strengthened 
the p r e v a i l i n g o p i n i o n in France, 
however , for the French publ ic re­
sented i t a n d were q u i c k to dismiss 
any appeal, advice or o p i n i o n com­
i n g f r o m outside. 

But the Dreyfus case w o u l d not 
d i e . T h e e x c i t e m e n t Z o l a h a d 
touched off i n France cont inued to 
rage at fever p i t c h . T h e battle over 
D r e y f u s ' i n n o c e n c e or g u i l t was 
carried on i n hundreds of pamphlets . 
I t seemed that almost everybody 
wished to make a publ ic declaration 
of his stand. T h e scientists l ined up 
almost to a man on the revisionist 
side, professors of the humanit ies 
and wri ters were d i v i d e d . T h e re­
visionist y o u t h set up headquarters 
in a bookshop in the L a t i n Quarter 
a n d took their w o r k w i t h great seri­
ousness. Jules Renard's diary tells of 
a y o u n g m a n whose fami ly desired 
h i m to m a r r y a certain g i r l . H e re­
quested her parents to let h i m have 
her p h o t o g r a p h and also to i n f o r m 
h i m of her views on the Dreyfus 
A f f a i r . A French expedit ion to the 
A r c t i c w i n t e r e d on an iceberg and 
was feared lost. W h e n they were 

f o u n d i n the s p r i n g their first ques­
t i o n to their rescuers was, " W h a t 
about Dreyfus . Is he free?" 

Godefroy Cavaignac, the new W a r 
M i n i s t e r who n o w came i n t o office, 
felt the government had m i s h a n d l e d 
the D r e y f u s case a n d was convinced 
he k n e w w h a t t o d o a b o u t i t . 
Cavaignac firmly believed i n D r e y ­
fus' g u i l t , i n the existence of the 
Jewish syndicate and , innocent that 
he was, i n the in tegr i ty of the G e n ­
eral Staff and its documents . H e 
w a n t e d to end the debate once and 
for a l l by s imply b r i n g i n g a l l the 
secret documents in to the open, and 
thus prove Dreyfus ' g u i l t beyond 
question. 

F r o m the n o w vastly swollen 
D r e y f u s f i l e ( H e n r y h a d a d d e d 
sheaves of irrelevant documents t< 
make examinat ion d i f f i c u l t ) Ca 
vaignac selected the best evidence he 
could find. I t inc luded a letter I k mi 
the I t a l i a n m i l i t a r y attache, Paniz-
zardi, w h i c h ment ioned Dreyfus by 
name. Short ly a f t e r w a r d , w h e n be­
spoke i n the C h a m b e r , he a n ­
nounced he w o u l d read f r o m " three 
documents chosen out of a thousand 
pieces of correspondence exchanged 
tor six years between people active 
i n espionage." H e felt this evidence-
answered the question about D r e y ­
fus' g u i l t "definitively, conclusively 
and forever." T h e deputies agreed, 
hailed Cavaignac as a soldier-states­
man and voted to display his speech 
publ ic ly t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y . 

T h a t honestly i n d i g n a n t speech 
became the t u r n i n g point i n the 
Dreyfus case. For w h e n Picquart eko
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read i t he at once recognized the 
documents c i ted. A s a result of his 
f o r t h r i g h t tes t imony i n the Z o l a 
t r i a l , P i c q u a r t had been re t i red f r o m 
the A r m y f o r "grave shortcomings 
in service." H e k n e w the step he was 
t a k i n g m i g h t lead h i m to pr ison 
again, or worse. Yet he n o w w r o t e 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r : 

U p to the present I d i d not feel 
free to give an account of the secret 
documents on the strength of 
which Dreyfus' gui l t was allegedly 
established. T h e Minister of W a r 
quoted three of these documents i n 
the Chamber. I consider i t my duty 
to let you k n o w that t w o of the 
documents quoted do not refer 
to Dreyfus, and the t h i r d has all 
the characteristics of a forgery. 

A careful e x a m i n a t i o n o f the docu­
ments, w h i c h P r i m e M i n i s t e r H e n r i 
Brisson n o w ordered, revealed that 
the P a n i z z a r d i letter was indeed a 
forgery . I t consisted o f t w o letters, 
g l u e d e x p e r t l y t o g e t h e r . W h e n 
M i n i s t e r o f W a r Cavaignac was i n ­
f o r m e d , he s u m m o n e d C o l o n e l 
H e n r y a n d confronted h i m w i t h the 
forged d o c u m e n t . H o w d i d he ex­
p l a i n i t? A f t e r an h o u r o f denials 
H e n r y conceded that he h a d rear­
ranged a f e w sentences b u t denied 
that he had fabricated the text . 

H e s tubbornly stuck to his denial , 
then conceded one step. " M y supe­
riors were d i s turbed . I w a n t e d to 
c a l m t h e m . I said to m y s e l f : 'Le t us 
add a sentence that can pass as proof 
i n the s i tuat ion i n w h i c h w e are.' 
I acted alone a n d i n the interest of 
m y c o u n t r y . " 

B u t after f u r t h e r savage p r o d d i n g , 
H e n r y f i n a l l y a d m i t t e d he h a d 
manufac tured the w h o l e letter ex­
cept for the s ignature. Cavaignac 
at once i n f o r m e d the press a n d or­
dered H e n r y ' s arrest. 

T h e next m o r n i n g — i t was A u g u s t 
30, 1898 — C o l o n e l H e n r y was f o u n d 
dead i n his cel l . H e h a d used a razor 
to cut his throat . 

T H E EFFECT o f these events o n the 
A r m y was shat ter ing. Genera l R a o u l 
de Boisdeffre, Chie f of the General 
Staff, resigned at once, as d i d G e n ­
eral Georges de Pel l ieux, w h o was 
i n d i g n a n t at h a v i n g been deceived 
i n t o m i s l e a d i n g the j u r y i n the Z o l a 
t r i a l . 

E s t e r h á z y , w h e n t h e n e w s o f 
H e n r y ' s suicide reached h i m , fled 
w i t h o u t luggage to L o n d o n . T h e 
t i m e h a d come to confess for a g o o d 
price, a n d take revenge o n his ac­
complices for desert ing h i m . H i s side 
of the story, v i v i d l y w r i t t e n , was 
soon appear ing serially i n b o t h L o n ­
d o n and Paris. 

T h e late Colonel Sandherr , he i n ­
sisted, h a d br ie fed h i m to become an 
agent of the Germans , to sell t h e m 
inconsequential data a n d garb led 
versions of secret documents . H i s 
mission h a d been to g a i n access to 
G e r m a n secrets, he said. 

A re t r ia l of D r e y f u s n o w became 
i n e v i t a b l e . O v e r n i g h t e v e r y b o d y 
seemed to have t u r n e d revisionist . 
T h e g o v e r n m e n t deliberated n i g h t 
a n d day. T h e ant i - revis ion bloc was 
s t i l l p o w e r f u l , but Premier Brisson 
was d e t e r m i n e d o n a n e w t r i a l . H e 
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dispatched a f r i e n d to M a t h i e u D r e y ­
fus advis ing h i m to p e t i t i o n for one. 
D e m a n g e , whose large practice had 
c r u m b l e d away because of his de­
fense of Dreyfus , at once c o m p l i e d . 

T h e A r m y t r i e d every possible 
maneuver to b lock the move , i n ­
c l u d i n g the re-arrest of P i c q u a r t ; 
b u t the revisionist f o l d was g r o w i n g 
constantly n o w , even w i t h i n the gov­
e r n m e n t . Some six m o n t h s after the 
pe t i t ion for re t r ia l was presented 
the Senate enacted a special l a w en­
a b l i n g the H i g h C o u r t of A p p e a l to 
review the case. T h e court s tudied 
i t for three m o n t h s , then vo ided 
D r e y f u s ' o r i g i n a l sentence and or­
dered h i m to stand a new t r i a l be­
fore a c o u r t - m a r t i a l at Rennes. 

RENNES was a sleepy t o w n i n de­
v o u t l y Cathol ic B r i t t a n y . T h e t r i a l 
was held i n the high-school h a l l , the 
only place large enough to h o l d the 
crowds . W h e n Capta in D r e y f u s was 
b r o u g h t i n , a v i d eyes were t u r n e d 
on h i m to see at last the m a n b e h i n d 
the legend. For years n o w every per­
son present had k n o w n D r e y f u s ' 
name as w e l l as his o w n , yet h a r d l y 
anybody had ever seen h i m . 

Dreyfus had been b r o u g h t back to 
France on the cruiser Sfax. T h e news 
that he was to be retr ied, that the 
outside w o r l d had remembered his 
existence, h a d come as such a shock 
that he had feared he w o u l d not sur­
vive i t . O n l y 39 years of age, he was 
n o w an o l d m a n , gray-haired, f r a i l . 
T h e eyes b e h i n d the glasses were so 
pale they seemed a ghostly b lue . H i s 
s k i n , l i k e f a u l t i l y t a n n e d h i d e , 

ye l lowed a n d b r o w n e d , appeared 
g lued to the p r o t r u d i n g bones of his 
face. Even i n his brand-new u n i f o r m 
he looked l ike a bag of bones. A 
w r i t e r reported that the audience 
gaped at h i m a n d felt a lmost spent 
by the force o f the experience. 

T h r o u g h an accident of t i m e a n d 
place this m a n h a d been for years a 
symbol in a clash of ideas so violent 
tbat its f u r y nearly drove France to 
f ra t r i c ide . B u t to have responded 
w i t h emot ion to the role foisted 
u p o n h i m w o u l d have struck h i m 
as indecorous and u n m i l i t a r y . Cle­
menceau compla ined that " D r e y f u s 
never understood the Dreyfus case." 
A n d a younger D r e y f u s a r d , L e o n 
B l u m , w r o t e : " I f he had not been 
D r e y f u s , he w o u l d not even have 
been a D r e y f u s a r d . " 

Dreyfus defined his p o i n t of v i e w 
later : " I was on ly an ar t i l l e ry officer 
prevented by a tragic error f r o m 
f o l l o w i n g m y career. Dreyfus , the 
f igurehead of justice, was not I . H e 
was created by y o u . " C e r t a i n l y a 
c o u r t r o o m appeal to the feelings of 
others w o u l d have violated his o w n 
deepest feel ing. H e w o u l d not even 
r e v e a l h is p h y s i c a l m i s e r y . H i s 
weakened c o n d i t i o n and loss of self-
contro l became apparent o n l y w h e n 
his eyes w o u l d suddenly stream 
tears . O t h e r w i s e h is b e a r i n g re­
m a i n e d m i l i t a r i l y s t i f f , r e s e r v e d , 
colorless. 

T h e defense was not w e l l con­
ducted, a n d a grave error was made 
i n p e r m i t t i n g the exclusion of the 
publ ic after D r e y f u s ' test imony was 
t a k e n . D e m a n g e was n o w very o l d eko
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and had lost m u c h of his force. H i s 
co-attorney, F e r n a n d L a b o r i , w h o 
had defended Z o l a , was shot i n the 
streets of Rennes by a r a b i d a n t i -
D r e y f u s a r d . T h e w o u n d was not 
serious, b u t u n t i l i t healed the i n ­
effectual D e m a n g e was left to con­
duct the case alone. 

General Merc ier d o m i n a t e d the 
t r i a l . H e was a poised a n d impres­
s i v e f i g u r e , a n d h i s t e s t i m o n y 
abounded w i t h h ints that w h a t he 
t o l d was b u t part of the t r u t h , that 
the w h o l e t r u t h was s t i l l too danger­
ous to France to t e l l . Merc ier de­
scribed the days w h e n D r e y f u s h a d 
been p u t under arrest. T h e G e r m a n 
E m p e r o r , t h r o u g h his ambassador, 
had threatened w a r , he said. Those 
h a d been days and n ights of anxiety. 
H e , Merc ier , had kept the Chief of 
the General Staff on the alert to issue 
the order for m o b i l i z a t i o n at a mo­
ment's notice. I n such a s i tuation 
legal scruples were not so compel­
l i n g as i n less cr i t ical t imes, and of 
course y o u c o u l d n ' t aggravate th ings 
by d i v u l g i n g proofs. 

I n s u m m i n g u p , Merc ier thrust 
home the f i n a l dagger. " M y convic­
tions have n o t changed since 1894. 
T h e y have only been strengthened 
by a m o r e t h o r o u g h study of the 
files a n d by the attempts I have seen 
to prove that g u i l t is innocence." 

T h e judges, a cross-section of o f f i ­
cers f r o m the p r o v i n c i a l garr ison, 
were perhaps fa ir . B u t i n a m i l i t a r y 
court , i f i t comes to the question 
whether i t is a captain or a general 
w h o is l y i n g , the general gets the 
better o f i t . A f t e r 33 sessions and a 

parade of 115 witnesses, the court , 
by a vote of five to t w o . again f o u n d 
Dreyfus g u i l t y o f h i g h treason a n d 
sentenced h i m to ten years in pr ison. 

I T COULD not stand. T h e w o r l d re­
sponded to the verdict w i t h a tempest 
o f i n d i g n a t i o n . F r o m Russ ia t o 
A m e r i c a people were shaken by the 
event. I t was incomprehensible to 
t h e m . French embassies and con­
sulates a r o u n d the globe were be­
sieged by protest demonstrat ions . 
Mass meetings were he ld to urge the 
boycott of everyth ing French , i n ­
c l u d i n g t h e W o r l d E x h i b i t i o n i n 
Paris, scheduled for the c o m i n g year. 
E v e r y w h e r e was echoed the com­
m e n t , " N o t D r e y f u s b u t F r a n c e 
stands c o n d e m n e d . " 

T h e Premier of France, antic ipat­
i n g just such a reaction at home as 
w e l l as abroad, had made no secret 
of the fact that he w o u l d not a l l o w 
a convict ion to remain i n effect. N o w 
he p r o m p t l y issued Dreyfus a f u l l 
p a r d o n . O n S e p t e m b e r 19, 1899, 
after he h a d spent almost five years 
i n pr ison, Dreyfus was released. I n 
order to recuperate safe f r o m m o b 
a n n o y a n c e s , he m o v e d w i t h h is 
f a m i l y to S w i t z e r l a n d . 

Clemenceau opposed the w h o l e 
idea of p a r d o n since i t was an ac­
k n o w l e d g m e n t of i n a b i l i t y to get 
justice f r o m a F r e n c h court . T h e 
Dreyfusards had been fighting n o t 
only for Dreyfus b u t for l a w i n 
French courts. P icquart , w h o had 
spent nearly a year i n prison because 
of his efforts to free Dreyfus , b i t ter ly 
resented the fact that a pardon was 
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accepted w i t h o u t c o n s u l t i n g h i m . 
H e felt that i n accepting i t D r e y f u s 
had a c k n o w l e d g e d g u i l t . T h u s Pic­
q u a r t was lef t alone to face the 
hatred a n d c o n t e m p t of that A r m y 
w h i c h he s t i l l l o v e d . T h e pardon 
freed D r e y f u s , b u t i t d i d not v i n d i ­
cate P icquar t for c h a m p i o n i n g h i m . 

M a t h i e u D r e y f u s had not objected 
w h e n his brother accepted a p a r d o n . 
B u t he w o u l d not rest content u n t i l 
the D r e y f u s name had been com­
pletely exonerated. H e kept d i g g i n g 
hway at every aspect o f the case 
u n t i l , finally, be f o u n d an approach 
w h i c h was r e w a r d i n g . O n e of the 
judges w h o voted for acqui t ta l i n 
the Rennes t r i a l h a d since re t i red . 
M a t h i e u cul t ivated his acquaintance 
and eventual ly learned the details of 
h o w the Rennes t r i a l was conducted . 
A b o v e a l l , he secured the v i t a l i n ­
telligence that Genera l M e r c i e r had 
used the same t r i c k o n the second 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l that he had used o n 
the f i r s t : secret forged documents 
w h i c h the defendant was g i v e n no 
o p p o r t u n i t y to inspect. 

A r m e d w i t h this n e w evidence, 
M a t h i e u presented a request for re­
vis ion, a n d i n M a r c h 1904 this was 
sent to the H i g h C o u r t of A p p e a l . 
T h a t court , d e t e r m i n e d to leave no 
d o u b t o r a m b i g u i t y u n r e s o l v e d , 
ordered a new h e a r i n g . 

T h e h e a r i n g w a s l o n g a n d ex­
haust ive—a parade of witnesses a n d 
documents f r o m the past: f r o m the 
Rennes c o u r t - m a r t i a l of five years 
before, f r o m the Z o l a t r i a l before 
that , f r o m the Esterhazy t r i a l and 
f r o m the first t r i a l of D r e v f u s i n 

1894. W h e n i t was over the H i g h 
C o u r t , o n July 12, 1906, set aside the 
sentence of the Rennes c o u r t - m a r t i a l 
a n d declared its verdict of " G u i l t y " 
erroneous. T h e court announced 
that there existed no i n c r i m i n a t i n g 
evidence of any k i n d against D r e y ­
fus a n d that a re t r ia l was unneces­
sary since there h a d never been any 
facts to t r y . A t last, after 12 l o n g 
years, the case was closed. 

T H E GOVERNMENT w i t h o u t d e l a y 
u n d e r t o o k t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n n o t 
o n l y o f D r e y f u s b u t of P i c q u a r t as 
w e l l . " T o liberate the conscience of 
France , " b o t h chambers voted to 
re-integrate the t w o officers i n t o the 
A r m y . D r e y f u s was p r o m o t e d to 
chef d'escadron a n d a w a r d e d the 
L e g i o n of H o n o r as " a n appropriate 
reparat ion for a soldier w h o had en­
d u r e d a m a r t y r d o m w i t h o u t par­
a l l e l . " P i cquar t was recommended 
for the r a n k he w o u l d n o r m a l l y have 
achieved by n o w — b r i g a d i e r general . 

General P icquart went on to be­
come M i n i s t e r of W a r i n 1908, i n 
Clemenceau's Cabinet . Dreyfus re­
t i r e d f r o m the A r m y after a year, but 
was s u m m o n e d back i n 1914, and 
f o u g h t i n t w o of the bloodiest battles 
o f W o r l d W a r I - C h e m i n des 
Dames a n d V e r d u n . T h e other p r i n ­
cipal of the case, M a j o r Esterhazy, 
survived to an obscure o l d age i n the 
slums of L o n d o n under the name 
of C o u n t Jean de V o i l e m o n t . 

Perhaps the h i g h p o i n t i n the 
d r a m a of res t i tu t ion — i n r i g h t i n g 
the terr ible w r o n g done Capta in 
Dreyfus—came i n 1906, i m m e d i a t e l y eko
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after his v i n d i c a t i o n . I t was a cere-
" o n y at the Ecole M i l i t a i r e grounds . 

e same spot where , 12 years earlier, 
reytus had endured such f r i g h t f u l 

degradat ion . I t was not p u b l i c ; on ly 
a few friends were i n v i t e d . 

D r e y f u s a r r i v e d at hal f past one 
and qu ie t ly chatted w i t h a g r o u p of 
officers. A t r u m p e t sounded a cal l . 
T w o escadrons de cuirassiers f o r m e d 
a rectangle. A captain w e n t to escort 
Dreyfus , w h o was i n f u l l dress. T h e y 
stepped br i sk ly a l o n g the l ine o f 
cuirassiers and d r e w up before B r i g ­
adier General G i l l a i n . 

T h e general d r e w his s w o r d . F o u r 
calls sounded f r o m the t r u m p e t . 

" I n the name of the President of 
the Republic and on the basis of the 
power conferred on me, C o m m a n d e r 
Dreyfus , I make you a K n i g h t of the 
L e g i o n of H o n o r , " the general an­

nounced, a n d touched his s w o r d I 
three t imes to D r e y f u s ' shoulders. ! 
H e p i n n e d the cross o n D r e y f u s ' j 
black d o l m a n a n d kissed h i m o n ! 
both cheeks. 

T h e last t r u m p e t calls r a n g o u t . | 
Dreyfus stood to a t tent ion as the]] 
troops marched off to the sound off 
fanfares. Suddenly a boy ran u p t c i 
embrace h i m . I t was his son P i e r r e ! ' 
O n l y then d i d Dreyfus burst into! 
tears. 

Seated i n an open carriage f l a n k e d ! 
by M a t h i e u and his son, DreyfUsl 
rode o u t of the y a r d . T h e r e w a s i i a j : 
surprise. A c r o w d estimated at 20(ol-i 
000 had gathered spontaneously i n j 
the streets. H a t s were raised to D r e y - j 
fus. " L o n g l ive D r e y f u s ! L o n g lively 
jus t i ce ! " 

H e w a v e d greetings and thanks,! 
a smile o n his pale face. 
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