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Secrets of the Spies

THE GAME OF THE FoXxes, By Ladislas
Farago. 696 pages. McKay. $11.95.

In 1967, poking in a dark loft of Wash-
ington’s National Archives for some re-
search material for a book, spy aficionado
Ladislas Farago stumbled onto a cloak-
and-dagger treasure trove: an unknown
cache of microfilms in a dusty metal foot-
locker that turned out to be captured
Abwehr documents from the German
spy organization’s headquarters in Bre-

men and Hamburg. The films yielded a -
staggering 18 million pages of secret (
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uidated Jew’s collection) in an Ab-
wehr envelope. With an often droll
narration that also touches on U.S. and

in=—/ British counterespionage efforts, Farago

describes not only the Abwehr coups but
its many windfalls—such as the incident
in which an Army captain, three days
before Pearl Harbor, stole the entire
“Victory Program” for a U.S. invasion of
Europe and funneled it to FDR’s political
opposition, which leaked it to the press—
proving the Nazi suspicions about the
dubious nature of America’s professed
neutrality. ;

Some of the episodes are amazing.
From only bits of spy reports, German
technicians figured out the workings of
the supercritical Norden bombsight—
even before the device was fully assem-
bled by its creators here. But the story
of the greatest technical coup takes a bit
of backtracking: through the “indiscre-
tions” of Tyler Gatewood Kent, a young
Foreign Service officer in the U.S.’s Lon-
don embassy (who later was sentenced
to seven years in jail), the Germans by
1939 had cracked the top-secret “Gray
Code” by which FDR and Churchill
were conducting private talks. The leak
remained unknown until the eve of
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France’s fall, and its discovery caused a <
top-level communications blackout at that Q
worst possible time—but not before the |

Germans had heard Churchill’s urgent
glea for ships, which resulted in the
istoric destroyer deal.

By March 1942, however, the Ger- <
mans had solved the ultimate Allied \
“code”: electronic wizards had succeed- '
ed in tapping the transatlantic cable and
had invented (almost by pure induc- |
tion) a descrambler that could ungarble
the topnotch telephone traffic between \

a roster of callers that reads, says Farago, /\\

“like a Who's Who of the Anglo-Ameri-

can war effort.” This security break \\/
proved disastrous. Listening to Churchill //j S

and Roosevelt chuckling over Mussolini’s %
ouster and the imminent surrender of C/
Italy, Hitler sent twenty German divi- y

sions over the Alps into Italy.
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