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Capital Reading

Tt’s Hard to Decide Whethé@
Patton Was Drunk Fro 1 War

Reviewed by Forrest C. Pogue

. Mr. Pogue is author of “The Supreme Command” and ““George Marshall:
The Education of a General.”

PATTON: ORDEAL AND TRIUMPH. By Ladislas
' Farago. Ivan Obolensky. 885 pp. $9.95.
DURING THE FIGHTING IN NORMANDY in
World War II, Gen. George S. Patton gazed enraptur \
over a desolate landscape littered with rubbish an

“Compared to war, all other forms of human end
shrink to insignificance. God, how I love it!” Bzo
er Farago omits few such extravagant stateme;
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avarin in 1945. Then,
ﬁhen it seems that he has

stablished the basis for
explaining why Eisenhower
removed Patton from the
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his make-up,
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t of the books writ-
bout Patton have been
strongly partisan. Their
stock villains have been
Field Marshal Montgomery
and Gen. Eisenhower. Fa-
rago goes them one better
by adding Gen. Bradley to
the list of those alleged to
have prevented the Third
Army commander from
winning a quick victory in
the summer of 1944 and
possibly ending the war
before the end of the year.
Although conceding that
after September, Bradley
stanchly backed Patton, the
author is critical of the
12th Army Group c¢om-
mander's earlier decisions.
Where the fighting went
well in Normandy and
Brittany, he suggests that
Bradley had merely
adopted Patton’s plans,
After carefully reminding
the reader that members of

ad a streak of |

Ladislas Farago

the Third Army staff, and
not he, have accused
Bradley of swiping Patton's
ideas, he leaves the reader
with the impression that he
accepts the truth of the
charges. These views are
not borne out in the De-
partment of Army's official
account (Martin Blumen-
son’s “Breakout and Pur-
suit”), frequently cited by
the author, nor in the
writings of Hugh M. Cole,
Army historian with the
Third Army through most
of the war.

Despite its bulk and time
spent at it, the biography
does not live up to the dust
jacket's claims that it is
“definitive” and that it
supplies the missing link in
the history of World War
II. For a definitive volume,
it has strange omissions.
There is no indication that
any use has been made of
the Patton correspondence
with Pershing in the Li-
brary of Congress (perhaps
it was closed to him); there
is no mention of Patton's
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to t_-h_ia master of the
| slashing attack and the
exploiter of enemy weak- |,
nesses. He interprets the |
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he-man, certain of his per-
sonal courage, but as the

R o one who  con aqueneau in the glamorous gold pack-
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I
when it is worn by a W
heavy, nor overpowering. It is somehow
just right, delightfully feminine—never
boring. All in all, Chaqueneau perfume is
the ideal solution to the often delicate
problem of gift giving—to the Woman of
the House, to 2 loyal Girl Friday, or to 2
Receptionist who guards an inner sanctum.
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