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THE PURPOSE OF THIS MAGAZINE

THE PALIMPSEST, issued monthly by the State
Historical Society of Iowa, is devoted to the dis-
semination of Iowa History. Supplementing the
other publications of this Society, it aims to pre-
sent the materials of Iowa History in a form that
is attractive and a style that is popular in the best
sense—to the end that the story of our Common-
wealth may be more widely read and cherished.
BeN]. F. SHAMBAUGH
Sapermmzdmr

THE MEANING OF PAJ..IMPSESTS

In early times palimpsests were parchments ot

other materials from which one or more writings
had been erased to give room for later records.
But the erasures were not always f:omp[ere and
so it became the fascinating task of scholars not
only to translate the later records. but also to
reconstruct the original writings by deciphering
the dim fragments of lettets  partly erased and
partly covered by subsequent\rexts
The history of Iowa may be likened to a pal-
impsest which holds 'the records of successive
generations. \To decipher these records of the
past, reconstruct them, and tell the stories which

they/contmn is the task of those who write history.
<\ ( PN \

'PRICEAIOC pet copy’ $1 per year: free to members of Society

/ ,/'

ADDRESS\—Thc State Historical Society Iowa City Iowa




)

> FRUNEST IS BTSRRI S S

S I

ISSUED IN JUNE 1928 No. 6

/ ?VWB BY THE STATE Hl.'fﬂl:k SOCIETY OF IOWA
-
) / Nicholas Fejervary

In the northwest part of Davenport, high on the

~bluffs overlooking the city and the river beyond, is

sitnated the large and beautiful Fejérvary Park.
Magnificent vistas of flowers and distant landseape
appear at every turn of the winding drives, while
the zoo with its herd of bison is a perennial attrac-
tion. Near the center of the park a stately brick
mansion with imposing verandas, surrounded by
spacious lawns, graces a slight eminence. About the
place there is an air of the elegance and distinetion
of other days. Obviously it was once a home of
wealth and refinement. If a stranger should ask
who had onee lived there, he would be told that it
was the residence of Nicholas Fejérvary, a Hun-
garian nobleman, who had come to Davenport in
1852. The park which bears his name and ineludes
his former home, which was given to the city by his
daughter in 1902, is a lasting memorial to one of the
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most pieturesque and benevolent citizens of Daven-
port.

The period of political unrest in Europe between
the years of 1840 and 1850 may have been fortunate
for the United States, for it was during that decade
that many men of distinetion and ability left their
native land. These patriots in the cause of popular
government, who rose in their distress against their
oppressors, turned to America as a country of their
own ideals. Very soon after Iowa became a State *
these immigrants pushed westward and joined the
American settlers in the pioneer movement. Liber-
ty-loving themselves, they preferred homes on
soil, and the rich agrienltural possibilities of W
offered many opportunities in farming and
Among them came Nicholas Fejérvz’lr}

Courtly, dignified, a gentleman of

by a flowing mustach
moved quietly and unas
growing city where he
mired. Of those
history of Dav en
cavalier is

1 prominent in the
gure of this Hungarian

, a descendant of an old and
Hungarian landowners and
n May 27, 1811, in Pest, now
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NICHOLAS FEJERV S

Latin, then the legal languag
French by a veteran of the

v, and in
onic wars, the boy

e_an accomplished lin-
srman, the langnage of

rge European estate seventy-five
is contact with the peasants, he came
ersfand their problems and their viewpoint,
normal life in the open developed an in-

:; rest in the soil which remained with him always.

Upon his graduation from the legal department
of the University of Pest, like most cultured Hun-
garians he took an active part in polities. At this
time unrest against the high-handed and arbitrary
rule of Austria was prevalent throughout Hungary.
The suppression of newspapers, the elaborate spy
system, the curtailment of privileges, and the dis-
banding of public meetings only served to kindle the
already smoldering fires of patriotism among the
Hungarians. Naturally the young statesman studied
and discussed the sad plight of his country. Un-
usually well-read, interested in political reform and
its progress in foreign countries, keenly discerning
in publie affairs, endowed with sound judgment, and
displaying an unfaltering devotion to his country,
Mr. Fejérvary was regarded by revolutionary lead-
ers as one of the foremost patriots of the day.

Rz
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During this period of political activity he married
Karolina Karasz de Horgos, a lady of refinement
and culture, and retired from publie life to his coun-
try estate in 1845. The years that followed were
probably the richest and happiest of his European
experience. Although the dread disease of cholera
claimed some of his intimate household and the cloud
of revolution hung on the horizon, it was a period
of peace and fulfillment for him. Two children were
born, Nicholas and Celestine.

In 1847 the long-expected and hoped-for revolu-
tion occurred. Although Nicholas Fejérvary had no
active part in the conflict, he was in many ways ¢
ly allied with the cause. When the stroke f
dom failed and martial law was establishe
out the land, after many of his friends had
cuted or exiled and their lands
Fejérvary at last decided to leave

home in the new world
Fejérviry studied it with
foresight. Deciding against the
d the slave South he determined
0 the West and see for himself
unities which awaited the settler. Thus
b0 realize the vastness of the country and
ited resources, he witnessed a ‘‘mighty em-

e

pire moving west’’, yet he se
cerude life barren of th

interests, and the pri
lot in a new coun

eath her husband’s doubt and concern
alth was an eagerness to be a part of this

r
é?ch country in the making. Afterward she mirth-

fully records ‘‘that the thing which gave her real
inconvenience was not having a maid to do her
hair.”’

Coming to Davenport by way of Erie, Cleveland,

‘and Chicago, (and rumor has it that he carried a

gripsack full of gold), Mr. Fejérviry purchased a
tract of land on the bluffs of the eity, now part of
Fejérviry Park. There he proceeded to plan and
erect an imposing house of red brick, combining in
architecture and setting much of the old-world at-
mosphere and charm. As was his usual custom,
every decision, every detail, had his ecareful consid-
eration. He personally superintended the construe-
tion of the house and the development of the
grounds. Most of the brick for the house were made
on the spot with machinery brought from New York
for the purpose. Once, on a hot summer day when
the foreman was overcome by sunstroke, Mr.
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Fejérviry put on a smock and served the machine
expertly himself.

Upon completion the house and grounds formed
a pleasing example of a fine estate. The beauty of
the site and the commanding view it afforded made
the Fejérviry residence at once one of the show
places of Davenport. With the vineyards and or-
chards, delightful arbors and running brooks it sug-
gested the age-old security and contentment that is
the heritage of wealth and culture. Quite naturally
the spacious home of such a hospitable owner and
his gracious wife became a place of meeting an
refuge for many an exiled Hungarian, and no

more fortunate countryman.
Mr. Fejérvary possessed shrewd
By far-sighted investments in re

his bond. One Davenport
1 the pioneer west interest

ever, never took more than the
He believed in the honesty of

caught any one in dishonesty, that person need never
approach him again.”

P SEp—

NICHOLAS FEJERV.
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to his
nding upon no one
ee vepairs and im-
rt cifizens recall very

, 80 Mrs. Fejérviry, who had been educated
by a pupil of Johann Pestalozzi, assumed the respon-

ibility for their education, with the able assistance
of her husband. The library in the Fejérvary home
was uncommonly extensive and it must have been a

“delightful place for the children. When Nicholas

was fifteen he entered Griswold College in Daven-
port. The war cut short his academic career, how-
ever, for he enlisted at the age of seventeen and was
killed soon afterward. His tragic fate was a terrible
blow to his father, and although Mr. Fejérviry
made a brave attempt to earry on for his wife and
daughter muech of the joy in life passed with the
death of the boy who held all the promise of splendid
manhood.

In May, 1859, the Davenport Democrat carried
this news item: ‘‘Louis Kossuth, the Hungarian
patriot, writes to Nikolas Fejervary to return to
Hungary and aid in the struggle for liberty’”. But
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Mr. Fejérvary did not respond to the plea of his
famous countryman. Possibly he realized that the
time was not at hand for the winning of independ-
ence.

of the Union, for he realized clearly that the tre-
mendous struggle within the United States involved
universal principles. Afterward he was a moving
spirit in raising funds for the Civil War monument
erected on Main Street as a tribute to those who died
in the cause of freedom.

In politics Mr. Fejérvary did not definite
himself with any party —although he pro
voted most frequently with the Republie
supported Horace Greeley in 1872 and latér b
an enthusiastic admirer of Grover Cleve
large portrait of President Cleveland hung 1e
library and Mr. Fejérvary often referred to him in
conversations.

Although reared

faith, Mr.
the church for
ews were strongly in-
eethinking: certainly

ate\of toleration. While his
s weleome in his house, Sunday
ticularly enjoyed company. Once

many years.
elined toward
he was a ﬁrm 1

hy causes found him always ready to give of

During the Civil War he was an ardent supporter

|

his time and money, and the
- ties of his wife and daught i
i support Little kindnesse
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e activi-
d his earnest
sending Hun-

NICHOLAS FEJERVA

ears, Mr. Fejérvary was not ac-
rs — he never held a public office.

imeties he determined to endow a sumlar home for
4 aged men. Acquiring five acres of land (now well
- within the city), he proceeded to erect a suitable
{  building and provide sufficient financial support for
 its proper maintenance. The Fejérviry Home was
- opened in 1893, but a peculiar clause in the qualifica-
 tions for admission prevented many worthy aged
- men from sharing its benefits. According to the
orig'mal plan only those men who had farmed twenty
~ years in Scott County and were American born could
" be housed there. How few men who have farmed
;ztwentv vears in Scott County are in need of such a
‘home' In 1907, with the consent of his daughter,
this provision was set aside.
The death of Mr., Fejérvary on September 19,
11895, marked the passing of one of the most pictur-
esque and public spirited ecitizens Davenport has

e
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ever known. Coming to Towa, not as an exile or a
fugitive but as an immigrant, he gave without stint
the best that he had to his adopted country. ‘AR
gentleman in the true semnse of the word, and a]
scholar, the name of Nicholas Fejérviry remains|
the symbol of a man who gave more to life than h
accepted from it.

Mare E. MevYER
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