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R for reasons the Army m’t dis-
t‘?‘) Fekeé;eewas passetd ox;: ‘t;iee for
TOm0 tion to permanent gr major.

he Army’s next move-lastﬂetpb@t--wu
@throw Fekete out on his ear.

The reason is that the has aome-
thing called Title 10. A Regular officer
gnhto twice misses promotion is released, Fired.

In barracks jargon, Fekete was “RIFed.”
A RIF means ‘‘reduction in force.” As the
Vietnam war winds down,theAmyhthiﬁ-

out its top-heavy officer corps. The RIF
makes sense. Butdon'tteuAlFeketembkw
a l4-year career on a bureaucratic rule.,

Feketeandhxspertwife,ldarglﬁ,man-

gry — andtheyreiusetosmoulderm

They’ve written to co 've ma .'I
tripztoWaslﬂngtnn.gg etéhash?gd

wtﬁmd maidAimHe’sukedtotalkh the
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“I've never been a rebel, but I can’t take
this quietly,” said Fekete. “It’s the unfair way
‘theydidxt-——nodueprocess,nochamto
defend yourself, no reason given.”
FeketeandhlsmfeIOOkedatﬂlehillnfm
thosesevenkidsandthehomemortgage
decided he had to keep going. I.astmbnth
Feketereenhstedasasergeut E-5. He's had
to start all over.
‘As ‘@ major, Fekete made a base pay of
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~NEW RANK: Sgt. Alexander Fekete.

1 $1,340 a month. As a sergeant he’ll make g
He’ll probably have to moonlight to pa )
bills. He's now at Ft. Dix, N.J., awaiting-an //
assignment to Germany. -

“It’s such a waste of a good n,’?/said
| Margie Fekete, who has a k letters
commending her husband’s Arm
| can’t simply discard a man’s li

Al Fekete smiled wryly. ity,” he
said. “That’s one thing the
offer.”

Congressman Edwin Forsythe (R.-N.J.),
has tried to unravel the red tape in Fekete’s
case. Sen. Edward Kenn (D.-Mass.), also
‘made inquiries.

The Pentagon 1 October 5 letter
to Margie Feke . Walter Hogrefe,
personnel. It is a
explains what the lady
ushand was out because

'g RIF is coming, but the
se some good people this
ekete. ‘I was no fireball, but
v either. Why don’t they
ons? At worst, let a man
grade. If there are more cases

y, Fekete got a flowery commenda- P
September 6 for the great job he was VAR SR
g ds a major. Three weeks later, he was [ = (oo
ked. It's not easy to see the Army’s logic. 2 o B
hat other business do you get fired if ALl /
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