CHAPTER :Z
IN EASTERN'E

Ix 1844 Borrow set out most distant holiday

that he was ever to undeptgke. Passing through

London in March 1844,/ke came under the eritical

by, afterwards Lady Eastlake,

that formidable cr four years later—in 1848—
wrote the cruel pevie Jane Eyre in The Quarierly
that gave so mu%to Charlotte Bronté. She was
not a nice woman hese sharp, ‘clever’ women-

impression such women came across his path—

crities raml&g and Borrow never made a pleasant
instance ieb-Martineau, Frances Cobbe, and Agnes
Strickla should sympathise with him, and not

fi limitation, as some of his biographers
The future Lady Eastlake ‘thus disposes

w in her one reference to him :

0.—Borrow came in the evening ; now a fine man, but
t disagreeable one ; a kind of character that would be most
us in rebellious times—one that would suffer or persecute

most. His face is expressive of strong-headed determina-

t
_l
if Quoting this description of Borrow, Dr. K;aapp
@ describes it as *shallow’'—for ‘he was one of the
! Journals and Correspondence of Lady Eastluke, edited by her nephew,

Charles Eastlake Smith, val, i. p. 124. John Murray, 1895,
260



IN EASTERN EUROPE 26 &
kindest of men, as my documents show.” The descéip:
tion is shallow enough, because the writer had no
of comprehension of Borrow, but then, perh h
champion had not. Borrow was neither o e
‘kindest of men’ nor the reverse. He wa d

hater and a whole-hearted lover, and thus is
to fill a certain uncomfortable but not{discreditable
mo

place in the scheme of things. Abo later
Borrow was on the way to the E lling by
Paris and Vienna. From Paris he wrofe Ir. John

Murray that Vidoeq ¢wished mpch/fo have a copy
of my Gypsies in Spain,’ but cts the Frenchman
of desiring to produce a compre ranslation. Will
Mr. Murray have the boo d into French ! -
he asks, and so circumvent friend." In June
he is in Buda Pesth, whence he wette to his wife:

G
To Mrs. George Bo . Oulton, Lowestoft

Pesti, HuNcany, 1424 June 1844.

yds so glad to get your letter which
8/ago; on receiving it, I instantly
ittiry Vienna, but owing to two or three
. I did not get away till the 20th; I hope
letter which I sent, as I doubt not that
s to hear from me. You cannot think how
anxious I aj back to you, but since T am already come so

My peanrest Capgpy.
reached me about p
made preparations
things which de

far, it wi return before my object is accomplished.
Heaven do not travel for travelling’s sake, having
a widel rent object in view. I came from Vienna here down

the Danube;but I daresay I shall not go farther by the river,
travel through the country to Bucharest in Wallachia,
# next place I intend to visit; but Hun is & widely

e th
erent country to Austria, not at all civilised, no coaches, ete.,
carts and wagons; However, it 1s all the same thing to

@

{{ e szeoen |

5

! Life of Borrow by Herbert Jenkins, p. 361.
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me as I am quite used to rough it: Bucharest i&about hree

hundred miles from here; the country, as I ha De
wild, but the people are quite harmless—it is only

any danger is to be feared from your f fred/ In
Bucharest I shall probably stay a fortnight. letter to a
French gentleman there from Baron Taylos. s very much
like Edinburgh—there is an old and a town, and it is only
the latter which is called Pesth, the f fhe old is Buda,
which stands on the side of an eno s mtain overlooking

ul
the new town, the Danube runni fi. The two towns
together contain about 120,000 i itapts; 1 delivered the
letter which dear Woodfall was ki ugh to send; it was

to a person, a Scotchman, who(\js intending in the building
of the chain bridge over be; he is a very nice person, and
has shown me every kind of 7 indeed, every person here is
very civil ; yesterday I dj house of a rich Greek:; the
dinner was magnificent, drawback was that they pressed
me too much to eat an ink/; there was a deal of champagne,
and they would mme drink it till I was almost sick, for it is

a wine that I do npt(ike, g far too sweet. Since I have been
: - in the Danube, and find myself much

thsleep and eat better than I did. I have
tr'chapter, and get on tolerably well ; were
should get on faster, but I wish that every-
this next be first-rate. Tell Mama that this

. He says he could scarcely believe his eyes
first received the letter, as he has just got 7%e Bible in
in from England, and was reading it. This is the 17th, and

n & few days I start for a place called Debreczen, from whence
( hall proceed gradually on my journey. The next letter which

@

Ou receive will probably be from Transylvania, the one after that
from Bucharest, and the third D.V. from Constantinople. If you
like you may write to Constantinople, directing it to the care of
the English Ambassador, but be sure to pay the postage.

S

s !:"



IN EASTERN EUROPE @:
Before T left Vienna Baron Hammer, the great O

called upon me; his wife was just dead, poor thing, :

vented him showing me all the civility which he woul Hed
have done. He took me to the Imperial Library ’-)
books were there, Gypsies and Bible. He likewise e 4

ticket to see the Imperial treasure, (Tell Henrik
there the diamond of Charles the Bold; it is a
1 likewise saw the finest opal, as I suppose,
the size of a middling pear ; there was likewise
as a swan’s egg; I likewise saw a pear
wrought the figure of a cock out of it, a
more than an inch high, but the thing &c

cinth as big
at they had

the sword of Tamerlane, generall
both the hilt and scabbard
and emeralds, but T thought m
for he was the greatest con world ever saw (I have
spoken of him in Lavengro if/t] pter about David Haggart).
Nevertheless, although I ha m/ll these fine things, I shall
be glad to get back to my Carretd aod my darling mother and to
dear Hen, From Debrfzen I(bope to write to kind dear Wood-
fall, and to Lord from tantinople. I must likewise write to
Hasfeld. The mul vy pounds upon Russian passports is
only intended for ts of Russia. I see by the journals
that the Empepor n in England: T wonder what he is °
come about ; > e less I say about that the better,as I
shall soon be s.country. Tell Hen that I have got her a
large piece Austrian gold money, worth about forty-two
shillings e new and very handsome; considerably wider
than the Spanish ounce, only not near so thick, as might be expected,
being{af censiderable less value; when I get to Constantinople

Iwi eavory to get a Turkish gold coin. I have also gota
Austeiyn silver dollar and a half one ; these are rather cumber-
501 d I don't care much about them—as for the large gold

it in my pocket-book, which has been of. great use to
therto. 1 have not yet lost anything, only a pocket hand-

ef or two as usual; but I was obliged to buy two other

shirts at Vienna; the weather is so hot, that it is quite necessary

change them every other day ; they were beautiful linen ones,
an

d I think you will like them when you see, I shall be soglad to
. i‘g L_“t.
]

’3,5,

cal Timour the Tartar;
thly’ adorned with diamonds
than I did of them,
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get home and continue, if possible, my old occupati pe |
my next book will sell; one comfort is that n ike it |
has ever been published before. I hope you all g fort-
ably, and that you catch some fish, I hope my dear-mother is
well, and that she will continue with you till (¥ July at

pasantest

least; ah ! that is my month, I was born in it, 3 g

month in the year: would to God tha fe hsd worn as

pleasant an aspect as the month in whic as born.  God bless
e

vou all. Write to me, to the care of/ itixh Embassy, Con-
stantinople. Kind remembrances to im,

In the intervening jour:

stantinople he must have long and wandered
far and wide among the gypsies/for Charles L. Brace
in his Hungary in 18 es us a glimpse of him at
Grosswardein hol nversation with the gypsies:
They described hi ce—his tall, lank, muscular form
—and mentioned thet/h n much in Spain, and T saw that

it must be that most uitgus of travellers, Mr. Borrow.

The four @1@; letters require no comment :

To @ﬁyrge Borrow, Qulton, Lowestoft
3/\\'*27 Desreczer, Hunaary, Bth July 1844.
kLINg Cannera,—I write to you from Debreczen, a town
et of Hungary, where I have been for the last fortnight
ception of three days during which I was making a
to Tokay, which is about forty miles distant. My reason
ing here so long was my liking the place where I have
every ki iality ; almost all the people in
are Protestants, and they are so fond of the very name
f Englishmen that when one arrives they scarcely know how to
ake enough of him; it is well the place is so remote that very
few are ever seen here, perhaps not oftener than once in ten years,
for if some of our scamps and swell mob were once to find their
way there the good people of Hungary would soon cease to have
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much respect for the English in general ; as it is they think ‘7
they are all men of honour and accomphshed gentlemen who! nU

becomes them to rcce‘ne we]l in order that the\ may recei

could mention. I find my knowledge of languages
use, and the people are astonished to hear me §
Italian, German, Russian, and occasionally Gypsy,
met with several Gypsies ; those who live abroa
are quite black; the more civilised wander
playing on the fiddle, at which they are
the same languages as those in England, wi
upon the whole they understand me very wel
places I have been to Tokay, where I drapk/some of the wine. I
am endeavouring to bring two or_thiee bottles to England, for I
thought of my mother and your ., and I have got a
little wooden case made: it is wer t and of a pale straw
colour; whether I shall be al age it T do not know;
however, I shall make the att t Tokay the wine is only
two shillings the bottle, and I have/a great desire that you should
taste some of it. I sincdgely hape that we shall soon all meet

together in health and . I shall be glad enough to get
home, but since I am sofar it is as well to see as much as
possible.  Would y , the Bishop of Debreczen came to
see me the othes rted me about the town, followed by

ollege ; this was done merely because I
was an Engluh o e Protestant, for here they are almost all

is probable that yow will hear from Woodfall in a day or two;
2 esterday I wrote to him and begged him to write

know, as I am fearful of a letter miscarrying and
A This is unfortunately post day and I must
(ter in a very little time, so that I cannot say all

t I could wish ; 1 shall stay here about a week longer,
om Here shall make the best of my way to Transylvania and
- st ; I shall stay at Bucharest about a fortnight, and shall

:, off for Constantinople—I shan't stay there long—but
hen once there it matters not as it is a civilised country from
hich start steamers to any part where you may want to go. I



hope to receive a letter from you there. You can
what pleasure I felt when I got your last. @

comfort to me! I shall have much to tell y6
Yesterday I went to see a poor wretch who is a
he committed a murder here two years aga, any
morrow he is to be executcd—tge_v exe p -
are to suffer three days previous to their e
in a small apartment guarded by sol
staring at him through the door and/th ows; I was admitted
into the room as I went with twp off he had an enormous
chain about his waist and his fi anacled ; he sat smoking
a pipe: he was, however, very peiniten d said that he deserved
to die, as well he might; he hy@ murdered four people, beating
out their brains with g clubl h¥'was without work, and requested
of an honest man he ivg him into his house one night
until the morning. uiddle of the night he got up, and
with his brother, w him, killed every person in the
house and then plu : two days after, he was taken; his
brother died in prison ; ve him a little money, and the gentle-
man who was ¥jth me~gave him some good advice; he looked
most like a w st,’a huge mantle of skin covered his body ;

for nine ad not seen the daylight; but now he is
brought nice clean apartment, and allowed to have
everyghj for, meat, wine, tobacco—nothing is refused him
during three days. 1 cannot help thinking that it isa
great keep people so long in so horrid a situation ; it is

nearly since he has been condemned. Do not be
you do not hear from me regularly for some time.
e is no escort post in the countries to which I am going.
odh\bless my mother, yourself, and Hen, G. B.

@ To Mrs. George Borrow, Oulton, Lowestoft

(©
@

Henuaxsrant, July 50, 1844.
My peanresr Canrera,—I writeto you aline or two from this
place; it is close upon the frontier of Wallachia. I hope to be in
Bucharest in a few days—I have stopped here for a day owing to
some difficulty in getting horses—I shall hasten onward ls;uirkll
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possible. In Bucharest there is an English Consul, so th
shall feel more at home than I do here. 1am only afew miles
from the termination of the Austrian dominions, their exfe
enormous, the whole length of Hungary and Transylvania
only stay a few days in Bucharest and shall then dash off's

for Constantinople ; T have no time to lose as there i yh ridge
of mountains to cross called the Balkans, where the win o neces
at the beginning of Septemher. T thought you Idbe—glad to

hear from me, on which account I write. 1 sen leter about
a week ago from Klausenburg, which I hope y | /péceive, 1
have written various times from Hungary, hether the

letters have reached you is more than I wy. I wrote to
Woodfall from Debreczen. 1 have often told youwhow glad T shall
be to get home and see you again. If,I ha#g tarried, it has only
been because T wished to see and s much as I could, for it
was no use coming to such a disl thing. By the time
I return I shall have made a most-eno s journey, such as very
few have made. The place frofy'w write is very romantic,
being situated at the foot of a of gnormous mountains which
extend to the clouds, they ]ooic highér than the Pyrenees. My
health, thank God, is v od. {bathed to-day and feel all the
better for it ; I hope you thng on well, and that all our dear
family is comfortable y dear mnther is well. Oh, it is
so pleasant to hope t till not alone in the world, and that
there are those &k care for me and pray for me. I

shall be very | get to Constantinople, as from there
there is no difl and a great part of the way to Russia
is by sea, I am in Russia I am almost at home. I
shall write ow/ again from Bucharest if it please God.

h more than eighty miles from here, but
ek the mountains, so that the journey will take
We travel here in tilted carts drawn by ponies ;
6ut springs, so that one is terribly shaken. It is,
ry healthy, especially when one has a strong constitution.
avts‘are chiefly made of sticks and wickerwork ; they are, of
yery slight, and indeed if they were not so the_v would soon
o pieces owing to the jolting. I read your little book every
ing ; it is true that I am sometimes wrong with respect to the
te, but I soon get right again ; oh, I shall be so glad to see you
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( and my mother and old Hen. and Lucy and the who
) 1 hope (,rups:u well, and the harse. Oh, T shall besa
back., God bless you, my heart’s darling, and :: ¢

for me, and my mother. SR BaRuOW.
twestoft

, August 5, 1844,

To Mrs. George Borrow, O

My pEarest Carrera,—I writé/Fol lines from the house

of the Consul, Mr. Colquhoun, to'ifforsh) you that I arrived at

Bucharest quite safe: the post legves’fo-day, and Mr. C. has

kindly permitted me to s ﬁmte along with the official

despatches, Tam quite ank God, but I thought you would

like to hear from me. Bu n the provinee of Wallachia

and close upon the Tur) jer. I shall remain here a week

or two asI find the pl interesting one ; then I shall pro-

r\ ceed to Constantinople. wigte to you from Hermanstadt last

week and the week~previous from Clausenburgh, and before Ileave

I shall writ.e againyand néE so briefly as now. I have experienced

from Mr. C., who is a very delighful

¥body is very kind and attentive. I hope

Hen. are quite well and happy, and also my
less you, dearest. Georce Bornow,

. George Borrow, Oulton, Lowestoft

Bucaanest, August 14, 1844,
nG Canrera,—To-morrow or the next day I leave
for Constantinople. I wrote to you on my arrival a few
ago, and promise to write again before my departure. I shall
be sorry to get to Constantinople, as from thence I can go where-
ver I think proper without any difficulty. Since I have been here,
Mr. Colquhoun, the British Consul-General, has shown me every
civility, and upon the whole I have not passed the time disagreeably.
I have been chiefly occupied of late in rubbing up my Turkish a
@ little, which I had almost forgotten ; there wasa time when I wrote
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it better than any other language. It is coming again rnpi@

and T make no doubt that in a little time I should speak it al
as well as Spanish, for I understand the groundwork. InJ¥ Ring?
and Germany I picked up some curious books, which will he
the time at home when I have nothing better to do. It isa
from here to Constantinople, and it is probable that I shg

or sixteen days on the journey, as I do not intend
fast. It is possible that I shall stay a day or tw
which is half way. If you should not hear fro;
don’t be alarmed, as it is possible that I shall
of writing till I get to Constantinople.
now, is close on the Turkish frontier, bei
journey. Since Ihave been here, I have bﬂﬁlt
a couple of Turkish shirts, T have énels6 in order not to be
stared at as I pass along. It is utifyl and by no means
dear. Yesterday I wrote to M. have been here I
have seen some English newsp see that chap H. has
got in with M. Perhaps his tion was that he had once
insulted us. However, God only 5. I think I had never
much confidence in M. I read countenances as you know, and
have always believed him %lﬁ and insincere. I, however,
care nothing about him, a not allow, D.V., any conduct of
his to disturb me. T glall boglid to get home, and if I can but
settle down a little, fee @ can accomplish something great.
I hope that my d other’is well, and that you areall well. God
bless you. Itis to think that since I have been away I
have to a certain nt accomplished what I went about. I am

here I am
half a day's

stronger and hardier, my cough has left me, there is
only occasion ittle huskiness in the throat. I have also
increased of languages, and my imagination is brightened.
B place with much grandeur and much filth.

I have dined almost every day with Mr. C., who

be at an inn, though filthy. I have also dined once
ssian Consul-General’s, whom I knew in Russia. Now

! % you my heart’s darling; kiss also Hen., write to my
mother, and remember me to all friends. G. Bozrow.
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