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Social batt le . . . Glamo
rous Washington pa r ty -
g iver M r s . G w e n Ca-
f r i t z has t r i e d to become 
the No. 1 hostess. . 

1903: Orville Wright steers plane as brother Wilbur runs alongside. 

Birthday Gift to Airpower / 
O n powered f l ight 's 5 0 ^ anniversary , a i r his torians 
p inpo in t ed the nation's first^airplane hangar at K i t t y 
H a w k , N . C , whe re the We igh t brothers made the i r 
h is tor ic flight (above) On Bee. 17, 1903. The hangar 
- r u s t e d nails and spikes u n d e ^ a sand d u n e - w i l l be 
reconst ructed b y the Government . 

Hail, not Farewell 
Puer to Rico made clear i t l i k e d the present c o m 
m o n w e a l t h t i e - u p w i t h , the U . S/'fts home-elected 
Gov. Munoz M a r i n haileci the offer of complete inde
pendence, made at the UJsUby U . S. delegate H e n r y 
Cabot Lodge ( s t i l l guardeU. against assassination b y 
i s land na t iona l i s t s ) , a^'doing" "honor to the U . S." 
B u t the loss of t rade and protect ion, M a r i n added, 
w o u l d b r i n g "independence of the g raveyard ." 

Lost Chance for Last Chance 
For the first t i m e i n i ts h i s t o ry , brothels were shut
te red i n Helena, Mont . , as officials 'cracked d o w n to 
g ive the t o w n a "bet ter naVe . /^ 'Las t Chance G u l c h " 
( M a i n St. to s t rangers) , w i t h its V i c t o r i a n " m a n - . 
sions," took a he f ty business" beat ing. B u t a tough*K*^**>\, 
reconversion p rob lem, /aced Helena's shady ladies.' 
" I guess," sighed one/Veteran, "PU never change m y 
habits , good or b a d / ' eko
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SOCIAL BATTLE ON THE 
W A S H I N G T O N ( f r o m T E M P O ' S bu reau) - There's not 
a spr ig of Bake r f e r n i n the W h i t e House th i s year. The 
favored centerpiece for w h a t seemed l i k e every d inner 
i n the 20 years of Roosevelt and T r u m a n , tha t leafy 
greenery has gone in to the ashcan. B u t , w i t h ' t h e Eisen
hower A d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e m a k i n g the social atmosphere 
tha t su r rounded i ts Democra t ic predecessors, Bake r 
f e r n hasn't been the o n l y casualty. 

Mrs. Cafritz, Veep Barkley; Bess Trum l bids adieu to Mrs. Mesta 

A n o t h e r is the a m b i t i o n of M r s . G w e n Cafr i tz (above, 
L ; inside jront cover), the r aven-ha i red , j ewe led w i f e 
of a Washing ton rea l estate tycoon. A r i v a l w h o long 
ago crossed champagne glasses w i t h M r s . Per le Mesta 
(above, r . ) , G w e n Cafr i tz has poured out barre ls of 
cash on s i r loins and m i n t ju leps to w i n the "Hostess w i t h 
the Mostes' " t i t l e f r o m the lady w h o was undisputed 
social queen i n Truman ' s Washington , and his M i n i s t e r 

L u x e m b u r g . B u t M r s . Caf r i tz couldn ' t do i t under 
man ( " I never i n v i t e d h i m w h e n he was a senator 

POTOMAC 
—which was m y m i s 
t ake" ) even w h e n Per le 
Mesta had been shipped 
overseas, and she s t i l l hasn't made i t . 

H u n g a r i a n - b o r n , G w e n Cafr i tz speaks seven l a n 
guages and coins her o w n b iza r re b r a n d of Eng l i sh i d i 
oms (a f avor i t e phrase: "You ' r e so s t ra teg ic !" ) . She 
l ives i n a Wash ing ton showplace where , sur rounded b y 
her l av i sh E g y p t i a n mura l s and dazzl ing w i t h some of 
her m i l l i o n dol lars w o r t h of jewels , she has g iven t w o 
parties since this fa l l ' s social season began. 

I Hear Music, But There's No One There 
The most recent soiree was he ld on the n i g h t of Wash

ington's first snows to rm of the year. A l m o s t no one 
came. She was o n l y s l i gh t l y l u c k i e r on the first par ty , 
a t t r ac t ing a c lu t ch of T r u m a n - v i n t a g e officials w h o 
hadn ' t le f t t o w n , b u t few f r o m the " N e w C r o w d . " N o t 
one member of the official Cabinet made i t , a l though 
M r s . Caf r i tz had taken the precaut ion o f phon ing the 
household of Vice-Pres . N i x o n , fo r example , three or 
four t imes to make personal appeals. A l l this is some
w h a t d i f f icu l t for G w e n Cafr i tz to unders tand since she 
and her husband are Republicans. M o r r i s Cafr i tz , i n 
fact, fu rn i shed rooms i n one of his bu i ld ings free of 
charge to house Ike 's I n a u g u r a l Commit tee . N o w the 
cock ta i l c i r c u i t is buzz
i n g w i t h gossip about 
Mrs . Caf r i t z w i n d i n g up 
a w a l l f l o w e r . T h e r e ' s 
t a l k tha t Pres. Eisen
h o w e r , h i m s e l f , m a y 
have t u r n e d an official 
t h u m b s - d o w n on her. 
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The most l i k e l y explana t ion , 
h o w e v e r , is t h a t I k e has 
passed d o w n the w o r d to his 
aides not to b u i l d up a p a r t y 
i n g r epu ta t ion such as some 
b i g shots had under T r u m a n . 
The idea is tha t w o r k and 
p l ay don' t m i x . 

A worse hazard is n o w i n 
store for G w e n Cafr i tz . A f t e r 
sunn ing i n Spain f o l l o w i n g 
her tour of d u t y and a v i s i t 
to Russia, Per le Mesta is back 
i n t o w n — and some m a m 
m o t h part ies are expected 
i n the new house she ' l l tenant. 

C a l l Her Madam 
M r s . Mesta again has the 

j u m p on M r s . Cafr i tz i n tha t 
she has en te r ta ined the E i s 
enhowers i n Wash ing ton and 
i n L u x e m b u r g , w h e n I k e was 
N A T O c o m m a n d e r i n E u 
rope. " I ' ve k n o w n h i m ever 
s ince he w a s a m a j o r , o r 
something," she recalls. ( B u t 

because she s a Democrat , I k e replaced her abroad.) 
A m o n g new GOP contenders for the hostess c r o w n 

(aboue) , three stand out : M r s . H a r o l d Ta lbo t t , popular 
w i f e of the A i r Force Secretary, whose George town 
home is the scene of s m a l l b u t elegant part ies; Mrs . 
Rober t R. M c C o r m i c k , w i f e of the Chicago Tribune 
and Washing ton Times-Herald publ isher ; and her 
niece, M r s . R u t h ( "Bazy" ) M c C o r m i c k M i l l e r T a n k -
erslev. B u t the contenders are shy ing away f r o m the 

S*y^rbqh\ event. They ' r e happy to le t Mmes. Cafr i tz and 
' -^Me^ta fight i t out, d o w n to the last canape. 

. and "Bazy" Tankersley 
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