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PER IN AMERICA

By ROGER LANGLEY
A pain in the back started B
a multimillionaire.
Back in 1931, Castro w

to use that a child could

Today Castro’s back
frustrating experience cal
Convertibles, the fold-out
thousands of famili

“At the time I w:

back. But lookin| as really the best thing
that happenedt Castro, 65, in an exclu-
sive intervi Toom, Tudor- xtyle mansion
in Lloyd nverlooklng

Long Island & s come a long

way from New York tene-

ment where he nce lived.

as 15, he and his fa-
ther arrived i e U.S. from Italy,

ated: ‘“My father never
» able to make a success
! ess life and we were a
amily. My father and I came
1J.S. in 1919 to try our luck here,
We arrived with only the clothes we
: and one stitcase between us and

'A year later my mother and young-
— et brother came over. We lived in a
. tiny apartment in New York’s poverty-
ridden lower East Side, We ate cheap
food and wore old clothes. There never
seemed to be any money for new ones.
Our apartment cost us $25 a month
and we had to share the bathroom
with other tenants.

dea for Castro’s
ure now used by

&
uyed when I strained my

stro on his way to bécoming

stn@gli.ng to open a complicated, fold-
his\back while doing it. Then and there he
convertible bed so simple and easy
nd he did.

ier and so is his bankbook. Out of that'

RAGS TO

RICHES







PRETTY: Castro holds flnw embroidered with TV-commer-
ne that rocketed him to financial success. {




) Costro in his luxur-
for upholsterer-inventor.

d Harbor, N.Y., is one of Castro’s four homes.
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