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BOROS, JULIUS (NICHOLAS) 

Mar. i ijjao- Golfer 
MdrrxM. e/o Professional Golfers Association of 
America. P.O. Box 12458, I'.ilm Beach Gardens, 
MM :m*<-

Among <h«* most rmhtring i>( Amrrican professional 
golfing champions is |nlnis HOIKS, whose laurels 
over .1 span of two decades include two United 
Stales ()|M-n i towns I 10,5- ami 1963). the Profcs-
KkHi.il Golfers Association championship (19(18), 
ami tli,- Westchester Golf Classic tropin (1968). 
Borns the ohlr>l player rvcr to wn. the Open ami 
P<.\ titles is now at íorty-cisht, superannuated by 
oidm.uv pin aniline stand.mis and IK* siillrrs from 
arthritis, bursitis and myocarditis. Rut Ins gam* 
shows m» sign of de» line and he is hitting longer 
than i \ i i Mi- is iKo making mote monex than ever. 
In if|HN lw . . .II . . t.d $144 \;-. ami liis career earn-
nigs add up t.. s.-, |.js«i tii.- t...utli IngheM in pi.»-
f.-sshmal goltf r-f/3, 3<Tf 

On. ,.l six .hiMr.ninl I an..-and Kh/ahrth Boros. 
|M1,.:s \ i .K. . | ,> I I . . . . - |,.„n >„ Kaitftrhl Con-

rarely earned more than $20 a week when Boros 
was growing up. Boros began p lay ing golf as a 
caddie at the Greenf ie ld ( C o n n e c t i c u t ) Country 
C l u b when he was still in elementar)- school. Smal l 
for his age, he was dubbed "Peanuts" by some of 
the adult golfers. At the time of his graduation from 
elementary school he stood only four feet nine inches 
high and weighed about 100 pounds. 

W h i l e attending Roger L u d l o w e H i g h School, 
Boros added more than a foot to his stature a n d 
began to develop his hefty physique. A t the high 
school he boxed, starred on the basketball team, 
and captained the golf team. F r o m high school he 
went to the Univers i ty of Bridgeport , where he m a 
jored in accounting. After college, he found a patron 
in the late Roger Sherman, w h o owned the R o c k -
ledge Country C l u b and a construction company in 
Hartford, Connect icut . E m p l o y e d by Sherman as an 
accountant for the construction company, Boros was 
permitted to spend a portion of his working time on 
the golf course. O n the Hart ford course he received 
a little informal tutelage from T o m m y Armour, but 
otherwise he was completely self-taught. 

A s a medic in the Uni t ed States A r m y A i r C o r p s 
dur ing Wor ld W a r I I , Boros w a s assigned to the 
air base in Riloxi , Mississippi, w h e r e the c o m m a n d 
ing general was a golfing buff. Boros remained in 
Biloxi throughout the war, spending m u c h of his 
off-duty time playing golf w i t h the general. After 
the w a r he returned to his s inecure at the S h e r m a n 
Construct ion C o m p a n y and established himself as 
a leading amateur in the N e w York-Connect i cut 
area. I n the national amateur competition in 1948 
he reached the fifth round, and in the following 
year he reached the quarter finals. 

I n D e c e m b e r 1949 Boros turned professional. T o 
assure himself an income during the nontoumament 
season, he became the resident pro and golf shop 
concessionaire at the Mid-Pines Country C l u b in 
Southern Pines. North C a r o l i n a . T h e c lub was 
managed by the father of A n n Cosgrove, an amateur 
golfer who had encouraged Boros in his decision to 
turn pro. Miss Cosgrove, w h o married Boros in M a y 
1950. died of a cerebral hemorrhage after giving 
birth to a son in September of the following year. 
Her death was a shattering blow to Boros, a de
vote. 1 husband, who had leaned heavily on his wife 
for moral support. Bu i swal lowing his grief, he 
golfed stolidlv on, because, as a friend later ex
pla ined , " H e k n e w that she would have wanted it 
that way." 

boros' earnings in lu.s first two years on the pro 
tour were a modest $2.000 and $4.697. H e finally 
hit his stride in Jttne 1952. when he surprised 
prognosticatOTS b v defeating E d Ol iver and Ben 
llogan in the United States O p e n at Dallas . Texas . 
" I was driving wel l , w h i c h is the strong part of my 
game, on those narrow fairwavs." he later said, in 
explaining his v k t o r v in golfs toughest a n d most 
prestigious event, "and. for once, my putting was 
not erratic." Th<- following August he edged out 
C u v Middlecoff for what"was then golfs" rich, st 
pti7»\ the $25.000 world championship tournament 
..t thr T i m O'Shantrr Country C l u b in Chicago . H e 
IÍMÍvh.d the vear with total earning* of $-?- 032 0-

I n 1953 Boros fai led to w i n a major tournament 
and his earnings dropped to $5,959. T h e following 
year he w o n the Ardmore and C a r l i n g opens a n a 
collected $16.987. H i s earnings in 1955, w h e n he 
again w o n the T a r n O'Shanter wor ld championship, 
were $63,121. and he picked up another $56,000 
from exhibition matches made possible by his 
championship status. H e s lumped i n 1956 a n d 1957, 
fading to w i n a major tournament and bringing 
home $5358 and $9,321 respectively. I n 1958 he 
w o n the C a r l i n g and Arlington Hote l opens and 
pocketed $29,817, a n d in 1959 he took the Dal las 
O p e n a n d earned $18,044. I n i960 he won the 
Colonia l Nat ional Invitat ion and the B u i c k O p e n 
and earned $24,557. Al though his combined earn
ings in 1961 and 1962 exceeded $37.000, he fai led 
to w i n a major tournament in either of those years. 

I n June 1963—when he was, at forty-three, a l 
ready theoretically beyond his prime—Boros scored 
an upset over A r n o l d Palmer and Jackie C u p i t to 
w i n his second U n i t e d States Open—a prize that 
has e luded many other great golfers even in their 
best years. I n that event, held in Brookline, Massa
chusetts, Boros, Palmer, and C u p i t finished the 
regulation seventy-two holes tied at 293. I n the 
eighteen-hole playoff that followed. Boros fired a 
70 for a three-stroke edge over C u p i t and a six-
stroke margin over Palmer. H e thus became the 
oldest golfer—by seventy-two hours over 1920 
champion T e d Ray—ever to w i n the Uni t ed States 
O p e n . Boros also won the B u i c k O p e n and the 
Colon ia l National in 1963. H e collected $77,356.67 
in winnings for the year and for the second time 
was named Golfer of the Year b y the P G A . 

Fo l lowing his victory in the Greensboro O p e n in 
1964, Boros went into a two-year s lump dur ing 
w h i c h he reaped $82,715 in fees and prizes but won 
no major tournaments. I n 1967 he suddenly hit his 
old stride again, w inn ing the Phoenix and Buick 
opens a n d the F lor ida Ci trus Tournament and 
averaging 70.79 shots per round in twenty-three 
other tournaments. H i s official earnings for the year 
were $126.785. 

I n Ju ly 1968 he won the P G A championship— 
with a prize of $25,000—by shooting 281 for four 
rounds over the sun-baked Pecan Val ley course in 
S a n Antonio, Texas . F o u r weeks later he overtook 
novice B o b M u r p h y on the final hole of die final 
round of the Westchester Gol f C l a s s i c at Harrison. 
N e w York to finish first with a total score of 271. 
The Westchester prize of $50.000 boosted Roros's 
total earnings for the year to $144,357. O n l y Bi l ly 
Casper , with $146.685, earned more. I n career 
earnings Boros ranks fourth, behind Arnold Palmer, 
Bi l ly Casper , and Jack Nicklaus. 

Roros' outstanding characteristic, in private as 
in publ ic , is his quiet equanimity. Unflappable under 
stress, he never loses his temper or raises his voice, 
according to those close to him. U n d e r the appear
ance of being "plodding" and "phlegmatic," as 
some observers have described h im, he is actually 
cooly efficient. H e makes decisions quickly , without 
wast ing words or indulging in ruminations, arid he 
follows through confidently and resolutely, at a 
relaxed, c tmdv pnro O n thr rourw ho pursues his 

lips. " I n an era of tortuousl) slow professional 
golfers . . . ," John Underwood wrote in Spurts 
Illustrated ( M a r c h 25. 1968). "he calculates how 
he w i l l hit the ball even as he comes on it, and 
once there he does not pr imp over it in the style of 
Jack Nicklaus or go through the contortions and the 
preening of Arnold Palmer. 11 is is a kind of golf-
polo: up to the ball , into position, w h a m . " Although 
he appears dour when playing, his attitude toward 
others, inc luding caddies whose mistakes may cost 
h im points and money, is friendly and considerate. 
"He does not make the star's social error of patroniz
ing the people w h o hover around his game," Jolin 
Underwood wrote in his Sf/orts Illustrated article. 
" H e is never unfriendly, is gracious and adaptable 
whether they play like Jack Nicklaus or have a 
twenty handicap." 

Julius Boms' nickname is Jay. but colleagues and 
fans also cal l h im Moose. B i g Julie, the Bear, and 
similar epithets characterizing his heft (six feet, 210 
pounds ) . B y his first marriage Roros has a son, Jay. 
I " J955- four years after the death of his first wife. 
Boros married Armen Boyle, a former airline 
stewardess and the daughter ol a golf pro. By his 
second marriage Roros has three daughters Joy, 
G a y , a n d Jodi. and three sons, Julius, G a r y and 
G u y . T h e family's home is a house near the ocean in 
Fort L a u d e r d a l e , Flor ida . A dedicated family man, 
Horos has said that he would like to spend less time 
oa tour and more at home, enjoying his family and 
fishing for snook, "but I've got seven kids to edu
cate, a n d the first one starts college in a couple of 
years. W h e r e else could I make this kind of 
money?" 

Ihfi'rrneis 

N Y Post |)/»3 A g i<) "68 
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