
••A thousand years from now historians... 
may mark this century not as...the one in which 

we unleashed the energy of the atom, 
but as the century in which 

we deciphered the code of l ife." 

T h e dramatic story of the search for the chemical basis of life — a century of 
scientific probing, struggle and triumph that began in 1861, when Gregor 
Mendel completed his experiments on heredity. T h i s fast-paced narrative takes 
the reader to the laboratories of Thomas Hunt Morgan, Mendel's foremost 
follower; Fr iedr ich Miescher, the patient Swiss chemist who discovered nucleic 
acids; Oswald T . Avery , who determined the function of nucleic acids; Watson 
and C r i c k , who discovered the structure of nucleic acids; and Marshal l N iren-
berg, who in 1961 forged the link between structure and function and decoded 
the first letter of the genetic alphabet. 

T h e wonders of science would seem much less mysterious to the general public 
if more scientists wrote as well as Ernest Borek. I n T H E C O D E O F L I F E he makes 
a complex subject intelligible to any interested reader. $5.95 at all bookstores. 

Dr. Ernest Borek is Professor of Chemistry at the City University 
of New York and Visiting Professor in the Department of Biochem
istry at the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia Uni
versity. His previous hook. The Atoms Within Us, won the Thomas 
Alva Edison Foundation Award for "The Best Science Book for 
Youth." 
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