
Bugner Was Harder to Beat 
Than Frazier. Observes Ali 

Bugner fought a largely 
defensive f ight . His strate­
gy was to conserve energy 
in the early rounds and beat 
A l i late i n the f ight . Bu t 
i n the end A l i was faster, 
stronger and i n better con­
d i t ion . By the n i n t h round, 
Bugner found he had no 
strength w i t h which to put 
on a burst of energy, he 
said after the f ight . 

The referee and one of the 
judges gave Bugner two 
rounds and one judge gave 
h i m t h r e e ; ' B u t there was 
never any doubt in anyone's 
mind that A l i was winn ing 
the f ight f rom the f i rs t bel l . 

The Malaysians had never 

seen anything quite l i ke A l i . 
He was the overwhelming 
favorite and toward the end 
was saying that the f igh t 
was a "holy war" and that 
the honor of Islam was at 
stake. That caused some of 
the non-Muslim Chinese and 
Indians i n this racial ly d i ­
vided country to root for 
Bugner. 

Security forces were wor­
r ied that i f A l i should lose, 
the Musl ims might r io t and 
a l l police and army leaves 
were canceled. Malaysia is 
about 45 per cent M u s l i m 
and 34 per cent Chinese. 
The rest are mostly Indians 
and Pakistanis. 

Yet the irrepressible A l i 
never seemed to be aware 
of the intrigpes and r iva l ­
ries Of this regiorf. Today at 
his press conference he 

spoke about how i t was for 
h i m f igh t ing i n a Mus l im 
country and a l l the support 
that he would get f rom the 

M u s l i m mult i tudes i n Mani la . 
When i t was pointed out 

to h i m that Mani la is over­
whelming ly Roman Catho­
l ic and not Mus l im , A l i 
seemed confused and no one 
had the heart to t e l l h i m 
that the Phil ippines is now 
engaged i n a b i t t e r c i v i l 
war to suppress M u s l i m se­
cessionists i n the South. 

"Af te r a l l , " as one 
Malaysian said, "when you 
are the heavyweight champ­
ion of the w o r l d you don't 
have to pay at tent ion to 
poli t ics." 
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