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Ali, Bugner 
Up the Beat 
At <Pla\ -In' 

Washington Post Foreign Service 

K U A L A L U M P U R , Ma-
laysa, June 28—To the beat 
of ceremonial drums and 
waving colored c o c o n u t 
fronds, heavyweight cham­
pion Muhammad A l i and 
Br i t i sh challenger Joe Bug­
ner met i n the r i n g today 
to weigh in for their Tues­
day t i t le fight. 

Both fighters marched to 
the r ing in the center of 
open-air Merdeka (Freedom) 
Stadium followed by small 
processions of orange-coated 
drummers provided by the 
.Malaysian promoters. Bug-
iHi" entered first and 
weighed 230 pounds. 

Then A l i . the favorite 
here, entered to the cheers 
ol some hundred onlookers 
and construction men who 
were put t ing up seats. A l i 
waved his arms and 
chanted, "He's got to fa l l , 
he's got to fa l l , " over the 
beating of the drums. 

As he climbed into the 
r ing , A l i shouted, "No man 
shall take my crown. I 'm the 
champion of the wor ld . You 
don't stand a chance," he 
yelled as he pretended to 
lunge at Bugner. who was 
standing quiet ly by. 

The champion's retainers 
followed r ight on cue, pre- j 
tending to hold back A l i 
whi le Bugner's men d id 
the same for their fighter. 
There was an air of good hu­
mor about the play-acting 
and when they f ina l ly got 
A l i on the scales he weighed 
225 pounds. 

" I ' m i n the best shape of 
my l i fe ," A l i said for the 
benefit of people "who th ink 
I ' m old ." Lunging at Bugner 
again, A l i said, "we can do i t 
r igh t now" and Bugner 
obligingly put up his fists as 
the retainers again held 
them back. 

A l i is the heaviest he has 
been for a t i t l e f ight and his 
trainers expect he w i l l 
weigh a few more pounds by 
the day of the fight. Bug­
ner's manager, Andy Smith, 
said Bugner probably w i l l 
he three or four pounds 
l ighter by Tuesday. 

A f t e r the weighing-in 
ceremony, w h i c h m e a n s 
nothing as heavyweights do 
no have a weight l i m i t , the 
two fighters made their way 
through the crowds of chi ld­
ren wai t ing for autographs. 
The Malaysian promoters 
have provided a black Rolls , 
Royce for Bugner and a 
black Cadillac for A l i . and 
as the Cadillac rol led away 
small boys ran after i t 
shouting, " A l i , A l i , A l i . " 
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