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Ernest Byfield Dies; 
Founded Pump Room 

•y the Associated Preti ^ 5 1 

CHICAGO. Feb. 10.—Ernest L . 
Byfield, host to celebrities and 
purveyor of meals on flaming 
swords, died today of a heart a i l ­
ment. He was 60 years old. 

M r . Byfield was president of the 
Sherma nand Ambassador East 
and Ambassador West hotels. He 
also headed the College I n n Food 
Products Co. 

The Pump Room of the Ambas­
sador East, on Chicago's Gold 
Coast, became the gathering plac« 
of movie and stage folks, artists, 
opera performers and other celeb­
rities. I t was there tha t M r . By -
field introduced dinners served 
from a flaming sword. 

" I t doesn't seem to h u r t the 
food much and the customers seem 
to like i t , " he observed. 

Members of the Hollywood col ­
ony traveling between coasts rare­
ly passed through Chicago wi thout 
lunching w i t h M r . Byfield i n the 
Pump Room. Many of the l iv ing 
rooms of his Ambassador East bear 
silver door plates carrying the 
names of the famous who occu­
pied the suites at one t ime or an­
other—John Barrymore. L i l y Pons. 
Gertrude Lawrence and others. 

. . . Ernie Byfield j r . , giving up • 
his career as a video show di­
rector to take charge of his late 
father's hotel business . . . 

Ernest L. Byfield 
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