
Bugner's No Hit at Centre Either 
Washington 

Joe Bugner sc 

hammad A l i in tt 
o f t h e yawner 
bounced off a sate 
Kuala Lumpur t 
Centre last night. 

Yet, three of A l i 
rooters were nc 
certed by the lai 
tained action aft 
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So, besides being stuck 
wi ih Burner's- reluctant per
formance, the 11,179 custo 
mers i n Largo were left 
w i th his even less salisfac-

was, and he would 
Bugner said, unmar 
derexercised and 

at least a few t i t ters when 
he tr ied to bolster his cop-
out about Al i ' s speed. 
'That ' s bleep, he's not fast." 

Manager Andy; Smith t r ied 
to extricate Bugner but only 
compounded the felony as 
he took over the micro
phone and said, I'When Joe 
t r i ed to br ing up an effort, 
he couldn't. He is green." 

Bugner has had more than 
50 bouts, including pr io r 
losses to A l l and Joe Frazier. 

Promoter Don K i n g , ap
parently stricken w i t h a 
m i l d case öf Laryngi t i s af
ter seeing so many empty 
seats i n the Malaysia Stad
ium, forgot his 
quoting 
und V< 

Shaw 
i out 

of material after insisting, 
" I t was one of the greatest 
fights I've even seen A l i — 
and i n this heat (90 degrees 
plus wi th matching humi
di ty) . " 

The fans who rushed from 
the exits at Capital Centre 
missed an emergency gab 
session by A l i , taped earlier. 
I t made a listener out of 
chatterbox K i n g , who must 
be wondering about his pro
motional genius after his 
f i f t h straight failure to 
crowd theater seats around 
the world . 

Boiled down to the es
sence that was music to 

Frazier wants another l i gn t 
—he's got i t ! " 

I t seemed l ike only a 
week ago that A l i said he 
was re t i r ing . Frazier was at 
ringside in Kuala Lumpur , 
disgusted w i t h Bugner's 
caution and expressing his 
eagerness to get at the 
champion he has spli t w i t h 
i n two bouts. 

A l i at least could not say 
that he did not get his hair 
mussed as he danced blithe' 
l y around imobile Bugner 
as though the Englishman's 
shoes were nailed to the 
floor. While impat ient ly 

the mere forf a i t i n g i 
mality ol 
•ombed 1 

Bugner 

rryover 
courtesy from when Malay
sia was more closely alhei 
to Br i t a in , but the Musl in 
adopted A l i as their senti
mental favorite as soon 
the bout started. His faith
fu l sent up a continual 
chant of " A l i - A l i - A l i " 
got giddy every t ime he 
threw a punch close 
Bugner. 

A travelogue was shown 
after A l i got into the r ing , 
as i f the Malaysian govern
ment was set on getting its 
money's worth , no mal ter 
the f ight i tself turned into 
a sleeping giant. 

Fra/.icr emerged as the 
most believable eommenta-
tor when the announce] 
asked h im in the 13th 
round i f he thought A l i and 
Bugner were getting tired. 
"What from? Frazier said 
They didn't do anything." 
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