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Ali, Bugner 

Fight Tonight 
In Malaysia 

B y H . D . S. Greenway 
Washington Post Foreign Service 

K U A L A L U M P U R , Malaysia, June 29—Muhammad 
A l i makes the t h i r d defense of the heavyweight cham
pionship he won f rom George Foreman last Oct. 30 
when he meets Joe Bugner Tuesday morning i n a 
scheduled 15-round fight . 

The 33-year-old A l i , whose record is 47-2-0, is a solid 
3-1 favorite to retain his t i t l e against the 25-year-
old Bugner, whose record is 51-6-2. 

The match, which w i l l start at 9:30 a.m. i n Ma
laysia, can be seen in the U.S. on closed-circuit tele
vision (at Capital Centre) s tart ing at 10 p.m. Monday 
night. There w i l l be no radio or home television broad
casts i n the U.S. of the f ight . 

I t w i l l be preceded by two fights or ig ina t ing f rom 
New York 's Madison Square Garden: A t 8:15 Wor ld 
Boxing Association light-heavyweight champion Vic
tor Galindez meets Jorge Ahumada; and then middle
weight champion Carlos Monzon faces Tony Licata. 
Bo th fights are also scheduled for 15 rounds. 

A l i has said tha t his tactic against the Br i t i sh chal
lenger w i l l be to "discourage h i m i n the f i r s t round 
and stay r i g h t on h im. As soon as the be l l r ings 
I ' m going to go r i g h t on h i m . " 

Today A l i to ld his fans that he had a "surprise 
planned for the f i r s t round. I have an attack—some
t h i n g I am going to do that I have never done be
fore ." A l i said he was not predict ing a f i rs t-round 
knockout, but he d id not ru le i t out either. He ad
vised fans to get to the f igh t early. 
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Bugner took a l i t t l e walk today and did some l igh t 
gym work to "shake the moths out." This is in mar
ked contrast to A l i , who s t i l l runs and trains furiously. 
A l i suggested today that Bugner had never pushed his 
body hard enough—had not felt enough pain. 

Fans who paid $2 to see Al i ' s next-to-last workout got 
their money's wor th . The champ had jus t been t e l l i ng 
the fans how he would l ike to re t i re after his up
coming f ight w i t h Bugner. rather than fight former 
champion Joe Frazier i n the fa l l , when in walked 
Frazier—fresh f rom the Uni ted States. 

Frazier, dressed i n a whi te shirt, red, white and blue 
suspenders and a shir t across which blue balloons h id 
among red clouds, begged A l i not to ret ire before he 
had a crack at him. " I want you l ike a hog needs slop." 
Frazier to ld A l l . 

Frazier said he was going to take his equipment to 
ringside to " jump in and give you a hand" should A l i 
run into trouble. " I don't want nothing to happen to 
you before I get a hold of you," Frazier said. 

A l i jumped out of the r ing and f lung himself onto 
Frazier's entourage in mock fury whi le the gymnasium 
rocked w i t h laughter. I t was a vintage A l i . 

Earlier, however. A l i put on an even more impres
sive performance in the ring—sparring three rounds 
w i t h J immy Ellis. The sparring was fast and hard 
w i t h A l i snort ing as he threw fast jabs and r ights 
which almost knocked El l i s down twice. A l i looked 
f i t and quick and i f his waist seems a b i t thicker than 
in years past, we l l , perhaps as his t ra iner Angelo 
Dundee said, "it 's middle-age spread." 

Al though A l i means no harm, his remarks about 
f ight ing for Is lam have embarrassed the government 
here and frightened the police. Malaysia has i ts own 
racial problems between M u s l i m Malays and Chinese 
which, in 1969, resulted i n bloody r i o t i n g i n downtown 
Kuala Lumpur . Officials fear that the more unsophis
ticated Mus l im Malays might riot i f A l i should lose 
and extra security precautions are being taken the 
day of the fight . Some nervous Malaysians have even 
stock-piled food. 

A l i said he would make his formal announcement 
on whether or not he would re t i re after the Bugner 
fight ' h a l f an hour before I go in to the ring." Bu t 
today he spoke of ret i rement longingly He asked why 
he should go on f igh t ing when he had mi l l ions i n the 
bank, a pret ty wife, pre t ty chi ldren and a "16-room 
English mansion" w i t h two or three Rolls Royces i n 
the garage. 

A l i said he l iked to t h i n k of himself as the " re t i red 
•hampion. briefcase i n hand, going to l e c t u r « at Ya le 
universi ty." 

' A i n ' t that nice?" he asked. 
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Challenger Joe Bugner takes a break in the ring 
while preparing for title fight with Muhammad Al i . 
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