
All rHoly War' 
Has Officials in Retreat 

By H. D. S. Greenway 
Washington Post Foreign Servtc* 

K U A L A L U M P U R , Malay­
sia, June 28—In multico­
lored mosques, in Muslim 
schools, in the homes of the 
faithful when the recorded 
voice of the muzim calls 
from the minaret, thousands 
of Muslims throughout Ma­
laysia face Mecca and pray 
for the success of Muham­
mad Ali , the heavyweight 
boxing champion of the 
world. 

Al i is also the favorite of 
non-Muslims in this racially 
divided country. Hindi 
school girls with Ali badges 
follow the champion asking 
him for autographs, and 
Chinese shop clerks sneak 
away from work to catch a 
glimpse of him before the 
big fight. But it is the Mus­
lim Malays who have taken 
Ali , the Muslim convert 
from Christianity, to heart. 
Some even come up and kiss 
his hand. 

"Every Muslim will pray 
to Allah for his success," 
says Tun Datu Haji Musta-
pha, the chief minister of 
the state of Sabah and one 
of Malaysia's leading politi­
cal personalities. "May he 
come out of the ring trium­
phant as the champion and 
the standard bearer of Is­
lam. . . ." 

A leading "bomoh" or sor­
cerer has been instructed to 
keep the rain away from 
Merdeka Stadium on the 
morning of the fight. Bo-

mohs are not taken l i g h t l y 
i n Malaysia and their track 
record for keeping dry im­
portant events is impressive. 
There was an unfortunate 
slip-up last March when an 
internat ional golf tourna­
ment and a f ield hockey 
tournament were played 
here the same day. Rival bo-
mohs were hired and the 
rain kept shif t ing back and 
for th over both events. 

But Kuala L u m p u r has 
never had a sport ing event 
of such magnitude as the 
Ali-Bugner f ight and a l l bo-
mohs can be expected to co­
operate. Image-conscious 
city officials have asked the 
g i r l i e bars and strip jo in t s to 
cooperate as wel l and to 
clean up their shows dur ing 
the week of the f ight so as 
not to give Malaysia a bad 
image abroad. 

The city's school chi ldren 
have been given a holiday 
on the day of the f ight and 
government workers have 
been given a half day off. 
The less expensive tickets 
have not sold wel l , however, 
as many Malaysians are hop­
ing the fight w i l l be broad­
e s t on local television. 

Both A l i and Br i t i sh chal­
lenger Joe Bugner have 
dined w i t h the pr ime minis­
ter and today both had a 
private audience w i t h the 
king. His Majesty. A b d u l 
Hal im Muadzam Shah, has a 
block of seats roped off at 
ringside. "The k ing is a nice 
man, a humble man," A l i 
said. "He said he heard tha t 
Bugner was a good f ighter . I 
to ld h i m I could beat h i m . " 
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Ambit ious polit icians who 
would l ike to have the i r 
names l inked w i t h A l i have 
accompanied the champion 
to mosques in the city and 
have invited h im to confer 
wi th Islamic leaders and at­
tend conversion ceremonies. 
Only the more conservative 
"kathis" or holy men '.Tum­
ble over the f ad that the 
AiniMican Black Mus l im sect 
is not recognized here as a 
legit imate Mus l im sect i n 
the strictest sense. 

Al i ' s showmanship and 
good-natured clowning have 
endeared h im to Malaysian 
crowds, but some of his 
statements in the name of 
Islam have caused police 
and security men to bite 
the i r nails. 

When A l i speaks of the 
bout as being a ' h o l y war" 
and says that " A l l a h pro­
tects me wi th his divine 
shield." he makes i t sound 
as i f the Honor of Is lam is 
at stake. American reporters 
in town for the f igh t put i t 
down to the 'Old A l i Razza­
matazz and laugh. But the 
large-circulation local pa­
pers dare not p r in t a word 

papers that the government 
would not be displeased i f 
the coverage of A l i was cut 
down a bit . 

A l i ' s t r a in ing rout ine has 
been to r u n on a horse rac­
ing track before dawn and 
to work out in a gym short ly 
after noon. Bugner runs in 
the evening and works out 
at 9:30 in the morning. Bug­
ner has eased his t ra in ing 
considerably but A l i is s t i l l 
going f u l l blast. He boxed 
15 rounds wi thout a break 
w i t h his sparring partners 
yesterday and said he would 
box 10 rounds tomorrow and 
Monday. 

of it and the police fear that 
unsophisticated Musl ims 
might get too carried away 
emotionally. 

The terr ible race riots of 
1969 between Mus l im Ma­
lays and the Chinese, i n 
which nearly 300 people 
were k i l l ed , are remem­
bered a l l too we l l . 

No one in Al i ' s camp ap­
peared to have been aware 
that the Louisvi l le L i p might 
unwi t t ing ly incite a r io t . 
When tipped off about the 
racial tensions and the 
events of 1969, Al i ' s t ra iner 
and confidant. Angelo Dun­
dee, made a note to t e l l A l i : 
"Cut the holy war bleep, 
they already had one here." 

Police leaves have been 
canceled and one senior se­
cur i ty officer said that " i f 
A l i should lose there is a 
strong possibili ty of r io t ing 
i n the streets. Some of our 
people here ,are very simple 
and they take their re l ig ion 
seriously. To them nobody 
talks about a holy war un­
less they mean it and Mus­
l ims might become too upset 
i f he should lose." 

There are about 4.8 mi l ­
l ion Muslims and 3.6 m i l l i o n 
Chinese out of a total popu­
la t ion of about 10 m i l l i o n i n 
Malaysia. Government pol­
icy is now to promote the 
t radi t ional ly backward Ma­
lays at the expense of the 
Chinese. A n d even w i t h i n 
the Malay establishment it­
self A l i walks l ike the classi­
cal American innocent 
abroad among the intr igues 
and rivalries of an Or ien ta l 
court. 

Poli t ical rivals of Pr ime 
Minis ter Tunku Abdul Rah­
man—politicians of the ex­
treme pro-M u s 1 i m Malay 
stripe—have sought to use 
A l i wi thou t his knowledge, 
and recently the prime min­
ister's office to ld local news-
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