
AliReadytoTake On Bugnerand Heat 
ipedtl to Th* New York Timet 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malay
sia, Sunday, June 29—Mu
hammad A l i w i l l defend the 
world heavyweight ti t le 
against Joe Bugner here 
Tuesday morning (Monday 

night in New York) in what 
the champion has announced 
w i l l be his last fight. But 
most boxing people believe 
that it w i l l be only the first 
curtain call on his celebrated 
career. 

"He's like a man taking en

cores," says Don King, the 
American promoter. " I think 
he'll keep taking one more 
bow." 

King hopes to persuade the 
33-year-old A l i to accept 
what the promoter calls a 
"concrete deal" for a muki -
million dollar title defense 
against Joe Frazier, possibly 
at Madison Square Garden. 
But the champion's future, 
naturally, depends on his 
abili ty to retain the ti t le. 

A l i is an l l - t o -4 favorite 

in London bookmaking shops 
to retain the championship. 

" I predict I shall win every 
round," A l i has said, "and I 
predict he w i l l not go the 
l imi t . " 

A l i has also predicted that 
the 25-year-old challenger 
w i l l fall in the seventh round. 
Bugner has no prediction 
other than boasting that the 
champion w i l l not be able 
to defeat him psychologic
ally. ' 

"He knows he can't psyche 

me," Bugner says, " I 'm not a 
violent man, neither am la 
gentleman." 

AH weighed 225 pounds 
and Bugner 230 today at a 
weighing ceremony that fea
tured costumed Malay warr i
ors and natives carrying im
itation multi-colored palms. 
The warriors drummed each 
gladiator into the ring at Mer-
deka Stadium, where the 
bout w i l l be held. 

Continued on Page 5, Column 6 J, 
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Ali Ready for Bugner and Heat 
Continued From Page 1 

Ali 's trainer, Angelo Dun
dee, expected that Al i ' s 
weight would increase to 
about 227 by Tuesday morn
ing. Bugner's manager, Andy 
Smith, predicted that Bug
ner's weight would drop to 
about 227 by then. A t 225, 
A l i was the heaviest of his 
carer for a tiale bout. Ali 's 
heaviest for any fight was 
227 against Buster Mathis in 
Houston four years ago. 

The high weights are a pre
caution against each boxer 
losing too many pounds in 
the thick, moist tropical heat. 
I f the sun is out, i t w i l l be 
that much hotter. In addition 
to the normal heat and hu
midi ty here, a battery of T V 
lights have been placed near 
the ring to illuminate the 
fighters for the closed-cir
cuit audience. 

If Bugner were to register 
an upset, he would be Eng
land's first modern heavy
weight champion since Bob 
Fitzsimmons held the t i t le 
from 1897 to 1899. 

The boat w i l l begin here 
at about 9:30 A.M. to ac
commodate closed-circuit T V 
locations in the United States 
on Monday evening. 

The heavyweight t i t le 
match is part of a tr iple-

header in which Carlos Mon-
zon w i l l defend the World 
Boxing Association middle
weight t i t le against Tony L i -
cata, and Victor Galindez w i l l 
defend the W.B.A. light-
heavyweight t i t le against 
J-rge Ahumada at the Gar
den. 

The Garden program w i l l 
start at 8 P.M. Monday and 
the heavyweight fight w i l l be 
shown in New York at 10:30 
P.M. 

Four satellites—two over 
the Atlantic, one each over 
the Pacific and Indian oceans 
w i l l beam the Ali-Bugner 
bout from this tropical met
ropolis of nearly one mil l ion 
population. 

A l i has received a flat fee 
of $1.2-million, wi th Bugner 
collecting $500,000 for a re
match of Ali 's 12-round bout 
in Las Vegas two years ago 
during George Foreman's 
reign as champion. A l i cut 
Bugner over the left eye in 
the first round but couldn't 
fulf i l l his prediction of a sev
enth-round knockout. He won 
by decision. 

"He's a l i t t le better than I 
thought," A l i said that night. 
" I didn't know his legs were 
so good. He's three times 
better than when I sparred 
wi th him through the years." 

A l i as sparred w i t h Bugner 

over a total of 40 rounds, 
beginning in 1970 during his 
exile. A l i was paid $1,000 by 
a London newspaper to spar 
wi th the Hungarian-born 
boxer. That was four months 
before A l i was permitted to 
begin the comeback that cul
minated wi th his eighth-
round knockout that de
throned Foreman as cham
pion in Zaire last year. Fore
man defended the t i t le i n 
Asia's only other wor ld 
heavyweight t i t le b o u t A 
first-round knockout of Joe 
Roman two years ago in 
Tokyo. 

This w i l l be Ali 's th i rd 
title defense in approximately 
100 days in his second reign 
as champion. He stopped 
Chuck Wepner in the 15th 
round outside Cleveland on 
March 24, and stopped Ron 
Lyle in the 11th round in Las 
Vegas on May 16. 

A l i w i l l be appearing in 
his 50th professional fight. 
He has 47 victories, including 
34 knockouts, against only 
two losses—a 15-round de
cision to Frazier at the Gar
den in 1971, a 12-round deci
sion to Ken Norton at San 
Diego in 1973, when A l i suf
fered a broken jaw. In re
matches, A l i defeated both 
Frazier and Norton in 12-
round decisions.  e
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