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TO WOMAN WHO 

QUIT STATE JOB 

Mrs. Brunauer Barred 
From Secret Data 

B Y W I L L A R D E D W A R D S 
The departure from the State 

department of a top woman offi­
cial, accused by Sen. McCarthy 
(R) of Wisconsin of Communist 

f r o n t connec­
tions in 1950, 
and her prompt 
r e h i r i n g by 
another govern­
ment branch, 
came to l ight 
yesterday. 

Mrs. Esther 
Caukin Brun­
auer, 50, has 
left her $9,800 
a year post as 
assistant direc­
tor of policy 
liaison to the 
United Nations 
e d u c a t ional, 

scientific and cultural organiza­
tion, after being barred from posi­
tions where she had access to 
secret and restricted information, 
i t was disclosed. 

The Library of Congress, headed 
by Luther H . Evans, has placed 
her on the payroll, at an undis­
closed salary, for a four-month 
period beginning Aug. 4. Evans 
said Mrs. Brunauer h a d " 

Mrg. E . Brunauer 

"completely * ^ n d _ u n e q u i ^ i ^ y 
cleared Q r ^ g r o u n d s ö f _ l o y a l t y ' 
altho she had oeen'ruled unavail-' 
able for employment i n "so-called 
sensitive positions." 

Not in "Sensitive Category" 
Evans said Mrs. Braunauer's 

position in the Library of Congress 
is not i n the "sensitive category." 
She wil l work in a division dealing 
wi th publications of international 
organizations. Her job w i l l expire, 
i t was noted, before Congress, 
which depends upon the library 
for legislative and speech-making 
material, w i l l reconvene in Janu­
ary. 

Mrs. Brunauer was one of- the 
first individuals named by Sen. 
McCarthy early i n 1950 when he 
began his expose of communism i n 
the State department. McCarthy 
testified before the Senate inves­
tigating committee headed by 
Sen. Tydings (D) of Maryland, 
that a 1947 security report named 
both Mrs. Brunauer and her hus­
band Stephen, a Navy explosives 
expert, as members of the Com­
munist party i n 1941. 

McCarthy listed several Commu­
nist front connections of the Bru-
nauers and revealed their close 
friendship w i t h Noel Field, a for­
mer State department official, 
who figured prominently in the 
t r i a l of Alger Hiss, convicted per­
jury-spy. Field's disappearance 
behind the I ron Curtain, shortly 
before the Hiss t r i a l is s t i l l a 
mystery. 

Admitted Link W i t h Field 
Both Brunauers indignantly 

swore they had never been Com­
munists but conceded that Bru­
nauer had been a member i n New 
York City of the Hungarian sec­
t ion of the Young Workers league, 
a Communist labor organization. 
They also admitted their connec­
tions wi th Field. Mrs. Brunauer 
under cross-examination, admitted 
a visit to their home in 1947 of a 
Communist member of Hungary's 
delegation to the U.N. but said j 
her husband rejected the agent's 
proposal of cooperation wi th the 
new Communist regime in Hun- \ 
gaiy. 

Mrs. Brunauer, formerly a high 
ranking member of the American 
Association of University Women, 
mustered powerful support i n her 
defense against the McCarthy 
charges. Among the character wit­
nesses who rushed to her defense 
was Mi l ton S. Eisenhower, presi­
dent of Kansas State college, who 
had served w i t h her i n the UN. 

Eisenhower, a brother of Gen. 
Eisenhower, G.O.P. candidate for 
President, wrote Sen. Tydings that 
i t was not only "erroneous" but 
"un-American" to call Mrs. Bru­
nauer a Communist sympathizer 

Another supporter of Mrs. Bru­
nauer was Sen. Benton (D) of 
Connecticut, who had served wi th 

• her when he was assistant state 
secretary. Benton became the ad­
ministration's hatchet-man i n the 
campaign to discredit McCarthy. 
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Held Thoroly Investigated 
The State department declared 

tha t Mrs. Brunauer had been 
thoroly investigated and cleared 
of al l suspicion of disloyalty. She 
remained on the payroll un t i l the 
eventual ruling, disclosed yester­
day, that she should be barred 
from access to secret files . 

The navy stated that Brunauer, 
employed i n the bureau of ord­
nances, was renowned as an ex­
plosives expert and had received 
the order of the Bri t ish Empire 
for his woffe during the war. An 
Investigation;'"the" navy reported 
cautiously, had resulted in "an 
administrative decision tha t there 
was not sufficient evidence to war­
rant Brunauer's being charged 
w i t h disloyalty." 

Brunauer also kept his job un t i l 
he resigned after reports of new 
loyalty investigations being in i t i ­
ated i n the department. 

Ousted State 
Aide Looks to 
New Regime 

By the Associated Pre*» 
Mrs. Esther Caukin Brunauer, 

ousted State Department em­
ploye, said yesterday she hopes 
the Eisenhower Administration 
will look "fearlessly and thor­
oughly" into what she called 
the deplorable unfairness of the 
Government's loyalty-security 
program. 

Mrs. Brunauer said she was 
notified June 16 that she had 
been "separated"—for no stated 
reason—from her job. She was 
assistant director of policy liai­
son to the United Nations Edu­
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
organization. She now has a 
temporary job at the Library of 
Congress. 

[A State Department official 
said in August that she had left 
her job and that she was con­
sidered a security risk in han­
dling secret information. He 
said there had been no findings 
of disloyalty! 

Mrs. Brunauer and her hus­
band, Dr. Stephen Brunauer, 
who was with the Navy Depart­
ment, were accused by Sen. Jo­
seph R, McCarthy (R. Wise, in 
1950 of pro-Communist sym­
pathies. Dr. Brunauer, a sci­
entific and explosives expert, j 
admitted haveing associated ; 

with Communists 25 years 
earlier, but declared he was in­
tensely loyal to the United 
States. He was suspended and 
resigned his job in 1951. 

Mrs. Brunauer, in a statement 
yesterday, said: 

'My employment in the De­
partment of State never en­
dangered the security of the 
United States, and would not 
do so if I worked there the rest 
of my life. I was not charged 
with having given classified in­
formation to unauthorized per­
sons; I did not do so, and would 
not" do so under any provoca­
tion. As to my loyalty, not even 
a 'technicality' could be found 
on which to base even a 'rea­
sonable doubt.' . . . M B 

"I was given the impression, 
very indirectly, that the State 
Department's action was based 
on the theory that because the 
Navy Department had sus­
pended my husband on 'security 
risk' charges, I must surely be 
a security risk. . . . 

"As a loyal American, with a 
high concept of professional! 
ethics, I deplore the growth of 
a system which makes sub-
citizens out of employes of the 
Federal Government. 

"It is time for a serious study 
of the consequences of a system 
which can deprive a group of 
American citizens of their liveli­
hood and reputation without 
due process of law. 

" I hope that the new Adminis­
tration will look into this fear­
lessly and thoroughly. I be­
lieve that loyalty can be main­
tained and security can be in­
sured without violating the' 
principles of the Constitution." 

l - S Z E G E D • .] 
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