@ and frequented” and an abundance of provisions of all kinds that
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SIR HUMPHREY GILBERT'S a\NNEX.\'I%@\\ug

Western men suppose that 1 find some secret cominQelity by Yeason
that I do search the harbours, crecks and havens, afd g the land
much more than ever any Englishman hath dond Y gave an
excellent account of the fertility and goodness gfiwZEduntry and
tested it for himsell by sowing wheat, barley tc., the first
seeds that were set in Newloundland. Parkhu e first to wge
upon Queen Elizabeth the advisability of angesigeand fortifying the
island, so that Englishmen might become
fishing 3 and his letter foreshadows tl )
colony to monopolise for Lngland the w [ the fisheries. It was
still tacitly accepted that the King of T)
claims to the Tierra dos Baccaluos v copferred by right of prior
discovery, but the fertile ingenuity of /
memory of Englishmen that I% t under the standard of
Henry VII had anticipated the\Bgrigguese by three years, and he
did his best to persuade the (%?c and Burghley that this e
England a valid right to Negfodadland against other nations, They
listened to him seepticalk cd any official help, for they knew
how little such arguments wed in practical politics. However,
he had set the ball rol his friends among the advocates of
colonisation took up hikd ith enthusiasm, and by their writings
soon firmly established tl atement of England’s prior claim in
the public mind. TG suplicd good material for propaganda against
the Iberian claims monopoly of oceanic power, but the struggle
for the fisherics be decided by appeals to antiquarian learn-
ing. It demand tical and effective ocenpation of the disputed
territory, and &Qir iam Monson fairly expressed the legal position
when he wie e thirty years after Dee—"*We can challenge no
right of inhextance [to Newfoundland], wanting prool of possession
acknowledged by the right of discovery™.?
[T 3 TeTs Triend, o1
ilbert, in 1583, which wasconsidered in our first volume.?
s were not especially dirceted by a desire to dominate
Parkhurst had proposed. His aim was to found a great
arg in America, and what he did in Newfoundland was to have
only an incident on his way southward to Terra Florida.? He

d by the “trade way™ because the fishing merchants informed

that he could obtain supplies cheaply in the Newfoundland
Hrbours. St _John's was an entrepit for the fishermen of all nations,
gllfd when Gilbert arrived (3 Angust 1583)..he found it “populous

d

was “unexpected in that desolate cornex of the world”.® He had
to force his way in against the objections of the fishermen, who knew
what to expect from a “gentleman adventurer”. Their fcars were

1 Hakluyt, v, 348. * Churchill, Vayages, 1, 203,
» See CHEBE v, 1, pp. 67, 105-6. [yt ?

dakluyt, v, 8. & Ibid. v1, 17-19.
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from the masters of the barks at St John's and in all the neighbourin
harbours, whether English or strangers. Under his guns theyQs
not refuse, and when he went on to proclaim with imposing fo
ties the annexation of all the territories for 200 leagues arount
fishermen had to submit. But only seventeen days after hjsag
Gilbert's pageant came to an end. Xfter much spoil and
by his unruly crews he sailed away to continue his voyag
1583), and Newloundland settled down again to itz
business with entire disregard of his annexation, his
leases, The episode had no direct effect on subse
England’s claims to the island were neither more
before.

TTc next expedition, undcriaken by the ogdids of the Govern-
ment, liad permanent effects upon the fishery’. RBygreen 1555 and
1585 the Spaniards furnished the largest 5 to the annual
fishing Heets, and their trade attained a epity that was never
afterwards approached. The growing (lcxw [ the Indies flotas
for sailors and Philip [1’s drafts upon th fiding ports for his Armada
for the invasion of England cripp nish industry, and in
1585 it received its death-blow at Qs of an cxpedition sent
out under Sir Bernard Drake as Y first strokes in the naval
war. More than Goo Spaniards phpucse were taken prisoners
and 60,000 quintals of fisk were sciged. The Spanish fishing fleet
never recovered, and wherea& befote 1585 some 150 barks sailed
iscayan ports, even in the best of
iced to ten or under, manned by
Basques who pretended 46 jjects of the King of France. Only
the English and the j"r left as serious competitors, and Spain
and the MediterranedQ\© ries had to purchase their supplies of
stock-fish from thet in time of war and pay for them mostly
the reasons that made the Newfoundland
trade so valuable inNie eyes both of English and French statesmen.
N but the export of labour and some food
supplies the way)enriched by the influx of treasure and the
cnu.ur.ngt‘m artners. In time of war the fisherics supplicd a
reserve 4 and experienced men for the fighting fleets and
their ba wlispensable addition of auxiliary eraft.  Arguments
such ay rried great weight, and they account for the favour
ven the most exacting demands of the fishermen were
ot a couple of centurics.
he Wars of Religion the French fleets declined, but by the
e fhe sixteenth century more fishermen sailed annually from
F than from English ports, though the English would not admit

later years their numbers ey

¥ Hlakluyt, v, 25.

justified, for he proceeded at once to levy contributions of pmﬁi%&
i




