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4 2 Memoir of 
íick, and fome died. A l l thefe caufes had fo weakened the 
General's forces that fcarcely enough fuitable men remained 

£ /g£ to man his veffels. 
In this emergency he decided to leave the Swallow at 

St. John's, to carry home the fick and difcontented; and 
Captain Winter of the Delight was to take the command 
of her. Captain Maurice Brown of the Swallow was put in 
command of the Delight and brought into that ihip his 
men of piratical habit who had robbed the Mining veffel a 
few weeks before. Sir Humfrey chofe to go himfelf in the 
little frigate Squirrell that he might be better able to explore 
bays and inlets where larger veffels could not enter fo fafely. 
This veffel is fuppofed to have been his private property; 
and as he was much attached to the men who had croffed 
the ocean in it and had been his companions in many perils 
on the coaft, he could not be content to leave them. 

On the twentieth of Auguft, 1583, three ihips, the De
light belonging to Sir Humfrey, the Golden Hinde, and the 
Squirrell, well fupplied with provifions, itored chiefly in 
the Delight^ the frigate Squirrell fomewhat overloaded on 
her deck with guns and furnifhings, as Captain Haies fays, 
" More to give a (how than with judgment to forefee unto 
the fafety of her and the men," departed from the harbor of 
St. John's. On the evening of the next day they reached 
Cape Race, twenty-five leagues diilant to the fouthweft. 

While they were becalmed there, in lefs than two hours 
they caught large codfifli enough to laff. them many days, 
although they made them almoft their fole fubfiftence. From 
here they directed their courfe to Cape Breton, intending 
alfo to vifit Sablon, or Sable Ifland, becaufe Sir./Humfrey 
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Sir Humfrey Gylberte. 4 3 
had been informed by a "Portugal " that thirty years before 
his countrymen had placed on this ifland fome cattle and 
fwine which had increafed to great numbers and could now 
be made of much fervice in planting a colony, either in 
Newfoundland or on the continent farther fouth. A knowl
edge of the climate would have fuggefled to him that it 
would require a very hardy race of kine or fwine to furvive 
without proteclion the winters of Sable Ifland. Sailing 
along fouth of Newfoundland with winds unfavorable for 
eight days without feeing land, they fell among dangerous 
fhoals probably not far from the ifland he intended to vifit 
On Tuefday, the twenty-feventh of Auguft, the founding of 
Gylberte's fhip mowed white fand at a depth of thirty-five 
fathoms, and all the veffels failed a northweilerly courfe 
during the next day. 

Wednefday night there was much caroufing on board 
the Delight, and fhe failed on " with little watching for 
danger." Breakers were fighted on board the Hinde and 
Squirrell, and the Delight was fignalled to change her 
courfe; but the watch was fo poorly kept that the danger 
was not known ti l l it was too late to efcape it . The Delight 
ran aground, and foon after her item was broken to pieces. 
Sixteen of her crew including the maiter got away in a 
cock-boat, and were without provifions for feven days, but 
finally reached the ihore of Newfoundland, lofing only two 
of their number. 

The Golden Hinde and Squirrell barely efcaped the 
danger. The lofs of their largeft fhip, the one which 
carried their chief fupplies, was very difheartening. The 
Refiner Henry and Stephanus Parmenius of Buda, the 
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fcholar and poet who was expected1 wrjfp 1 ' n - 1 o f : n 

a hiitory of the expedition, ™™ k n f h j n y n l u n r l i n - this 
cataltrophe. 

Under fuch difcouragements, the weather growing more 
fevere and winter approaching, the men loft hope and 
courage: and when the provifions began to be fcarce, it 
was impoffible to keep up their fpirits. In the Squirrell 
hunger and the want of comfortable clothing led the men 
to petition the General to return to England before they all 
periihed. Their wiih to go home was foon made known 
by iigns to the men on the Golden Hinde; and then they 
too became equally importunate to abandon the "voyage. 

There was fome fhow of perfiftence in the captain and 
maiter of the Hinde; but Sir Humfrey faw that with lofs 
of all courage among the crews, nothing could be accom-
pliihed, and promptly decided to make the beit of his 
difappointment. He affured the officers of the Hinde that 
he ihould return in the fpring with a better equipment. He 
is faid to have ufed thefe hopeful words: " Be content: we 
have feen enough: and take no care of expenfe pail. I will 
fet you forth royally the next fpring, if God fend us fafe 
home. Therefore, I pray you, let us no longer ftrive here, 
where we fight againft the elements." 

Accordingly on Saturday afternoon, the thirty-firft day of 
Auguft, they reverfed the courfe and began their return to 
England. While they were in the act of turning, a monfter 
refembling a huge lion, doubtlefs a large walrus, fwam by 
them and gave forth his peculiar howl. No wonder they 

were 
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of the man who planned this unique theme, and we might read a noble epic . 
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Sir Humfrey Gylberte. 4 5 
were amazed at his terrible voice and "ugly demonftra-
tion of long teeth." This appearance the General took as a 
bonum omen, " rejoicing that he was to war againft fuch an 
enemie if it were indeed the devil." Our perfiitent adven
turer always took a hopeful view of all phenomena that dif-
turbed his fuperititious followers. 

Their efforts to return to England were at firft feconded 
by itrong weft winds. But the gales increafed, and foon 
their violence raifed fuch lofty tumbling feas as almoft to 
bury the little craft now carrying the projector of the whole 
enterprife. No entreaty or threatening danger could induce 
him to fail in the Hinde as a fafer fhip than the Squirrell. 

They made fuch rapid progrefs that in two days they 
paffed Cape Race which they had left eight days before the 
lofs of the Delight. Captain Haies attributed a part of this 
fpeed to a itrong current fetting to the northeait, the earlieft 
recognition, perhaps, of what has fince been known as the 
Gulf Stream. 

Every near view of our General is now interefting. On 
Monday, September fecond, we find him vifiting the Golden 
Hinde, to have the furgeon drefs his foot which he had 
wounded by treading on a nail. But the painful errand did 
not prevent his comforting his followers with the affurance 
that their " hard fucceffe " was all paffed, and the good was 
now to come. On this occafion it was appointed that the 
two fhips fhould always carry lights by night, to infure their 
keeping together. 

Another ftorm was foon encountered and paffed through 
in fafety and thankfgiving, after which, on a fair day, Sir 
Humfrey Gylberte made his laft vifit to the Golden Hinde, 

continuing 

ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u


