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uM S z a b a d s a g " w e e k l y m a g a z i n e , 
1 9 4 0 ' l a r c h 7 . 

Plan to Honor Memory of First 
Hungarian Settler in Bethlehem 

Glancing a t the pages o f the h is tory 
of Bethlehem, pa r t i cu l a r l y o f the 
colonizat ion per iod when men and 
women o f various nat ional i t ies and 
f a i t h , w i t h dar ing spr i t crossed the 
ocean i n search f o r a new land, free­
dom and happiness, not t h i n k i n g o f 
the danger and hardships t h a t wou ld 
meet them on his cont inent — we 
f i n d among others who came f r o m the 
old wo r l d and sett led i n Bethlehem, 
a young man o f 2 1 , bo rn i n H u n g a r y 

and who sett led i n the newly- founded 
Morav ian colony, (now Bethlehem) i n 
the year o f 1746, the f i r s t Hunga r i an 
sett ler i n tber Lehigh Val ley. His name 
was A n t o n Schmidt. 

Accord ing to the N i sky -H i l l ceme­
t e r y records^ o f which a book was 
w r i t t e n by Dr . Augustus Schultze, 
" A n t o n ^Schmidt, was born near 
Presburg, Hungary , Feb. 23, 1725, 
capi ta l o f H u n g a r y and o f f i c i a l l y 
known as "Pozsony" . 

" H i s parents .. emigrated w i t h h i m 
for conscience's sake to America. He 

h i m three sons, and then to Beata . 
Ysselsteyn, w i t h whom he had six 
chi ldren, depar t ed March 15, 1793. " 

Thus, we f i n d A n t o n Schmid t , .who 
spent 47 years o f his l i f e w o r k i n g 
w i t h the- Morav ian pioneers, cu t t i n g 
down trees i n the forests, bu i l d ing 
homes and he lp ing t o establish the 
communi ty , wh i ch was founded by 
Count Nicholas L u d w i g Z inzendor f 
in 1741 and later named by h i m as 
the Ci ty o f Bethlehem. 

Count Zinzendorf , being a German 
re l ig ious leader, was the founder o f 
the society o f Un i t ed Bre thren , and 
he established the f i r s t missions among 
the Ind ian tr ibes. 

Z inzendor f was k n o w n among the 
Indians by his clan name, " T ga r iho t i -
t i e , " which means" "messenger:" Jo­
seph Mor t ime r Lever ing , Bishop o f 
the Morav ian church, in his book, 
" H i s t o r y o f Beth lehem, " i n the foot­
note on page 292, gave an explana­
t i on o f the fac t tha t those who were 
communica t ing w i t h the Indians 
"were g iven names, because the i r 
names being fore ign , the Indians could 
not remember t h e m . " 

Bishop Spangenberg was named, 
" T g i r h i t o n t i e , " ( r o w o f trees*) Zeis-
berger, "Ganosseracher i , " ( on the 
pumpk in . ) John J o s e p h * Bu l l was 
named "Shabosh-" ( r u n n i n g wa t e r , ; 
and -Amnion Schmidt : ( "Rachwistoni , ) 
the meaning o f wh ich was no t k n o w n 
t o the h i s to r i an . 

D u r i n g the I n d i a n upr i s ing i n the 
f a l l o f 1755, wh i ch was inst igated by 
the French, Henry F rey and A n t o n 
-: Schmidt were sent ou t f r o m Bethle 
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uhem to w a r n the b r e the rn i n L y n n 
township, Shamokin, Sunbury and 
Mahoning . They rescued the mission­
aries f r o m these Morav ian stations 
and saved the i r b re thren , both the 
w h i t e s ' a n d the Chr is t ian Indians. 

Accord ing t o the h i s to r ian , Marcus 
K i e f e r and A n t o n Schmidt became 
veterans i n f ac ing the dangers o f 
savage surroundings . They were dis­
patched to the Gnadenhuetten by 
Justice Hors f i ekt , to the m i l i t i a ga th ­
ered at tha t po in t (wh i ch was k n o w n 
as F o r t A l l en , located on the east side 
o f the Lehigh r iver , now the site o f 
WeisspoTt) to f i n d out how things 
stood there and s tant ing tha t provisions 
wou ld be sent them i f needed. 

Re turn ing to Mahoning on Nov. 27, 
A n t o n Schmidt , according t o the 
records, came upon a place where I n -
dianse ra ided the sett lement and 
burned the home of Fabr ic ius and 
k i l l ed h im w i t h others and burned 
the i r bodies. The on ly l i v i n g f r i end 
f ound b y Schmidt was a dog, watch­
i n g over the bodies, Schmidt hast i l y 
made a c o f f i n , i n wh i ch he placed 
the i r charred remains as he could 
collect them, and bur ied them i n the 
corner o f the garden, wh i ch is now 
known as " The L i t t l e Cemetery . " 

Years la ter when A n t o n Schmidt 
was up in age, we f i n d his name re­
corded in the account vouchers, show­
i n g the items o f expense i n connection 
w i t h the removal o f the Cont inenta l 
hospital f r o m Bethlehem, which under 
the d i rec t ion o f Gen. Lach l in M c i n ­
tosh, took place d u r i n g A p r i l , 1778. 

The account b i l l was presented f o r 
collection to the Cont inenta l Congress 
i n Phi ladelphia .on . Oct. 23, 1779. 
A m o n g other workers , A n t o n Schmidt 
was l isted as a locksmith. 

(This h is tor ica l account is compiled 
f r o m the pages o f the " H i s t o r y of 
Be th l ehem"—g i v ing a l l the authent ic 
par t i cu lars wh ich can be f ound by ex­
amin ing the f o l l ow ing pages; 2D2, 306, 
314, 315, 318 and 482.) 

The Hunga r i an churches and civic 
organizations located i n Bethlehem and 
its v i c in i t y , hope to part ic ipate in the 
commemorat ing celebratons o f the 
200th anniversary of the f ound ing 
o f the c i t y o f Bethlehem, thus honor­
ing the pioneers who th rough much 
d i f f i cu l t y , years o f bat t le and t o r t u r e 
wi thstood the greatest tests o f man­
hood, many dy ing the deaths o f mar­
t y rs i n do ing heroic deeds in behalf o f 
these communit ies , and f o r the coun­
t r y . 

W h a t they have suf fered and w h a t 
they have achieved is w r i t t e n on the 
pages of Amer i can H is to ry . 
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