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Buffalo Bill i

The museum in the
town he made famous
is only one aspect in a
campaign to add new
lustre to the greatest
name in the Old West

'BY RICHARD JOSEPH

The monument ot Cody

Day for the rest of the country, but in Cody,
Wyoming, last Thursday’s firecrackers went
off mainly to honor Buffalo Bill, the almost legendary
western hero who founded the town and gave it his
name back around the turn of the century.
July 3 and 4 marked Cody's annual Slampcd:
one of the outstanding rodeos in the west —
West pocket version nf Colonel Bill Cody’

T he Fourth of July may have been Independence

paradc of the contestants down S idan

which Bill himsclf named for Phsl/ghchda

general who first made him Chm
ial,
‘L r the

U.S. Army in the west.
e Buﬂ'alo

This year’s celebratio
though, with the laying
new $2,000,000 buildi
Bill Historical Center on
It will include the already

onel Cody), a new
Bill Museum (1o open next
Wes:em Transportarion, a

May), a/}‘fus%y
Museum ()T\G(Ql\\

to Dr. Harold Mc-
; the distinguished author
and explorer who became Director
of the Historical Center in 1959,
the project represents an investment
,000; half of that for the Whitney Gallery,
$2,000.000 in the new buildings, and the
. “And not one
t is taxpayer's money,” McCracken says proudly.

___“It has all been financed by private gifts and dona-

tions, helped along by admission fees.”

Certainly Buffalo Bill is a character well worth
commemorating. He was a giant of his time, an
authentic American folk hero— hero-worshippers
all over the world knew every detail of his life. Yet
the last of some 1,000 Buffalo Bill books and paper-

backs, which had enjoyed world-wide
came off the pressin 1918 and, today, ¢
kids have never even heard of Willi
Before he was 14, he had
helper, stagecoach driver, gold
fighter, buffalo hunter and fup/Ar pppc!\ As an early
Pony Express rider, at the a
by galloping 322 miles in 21 hours, C‘\d‘f\l i
every hour. Stillin his e served i'the Union
Army during the Csn}/z-k er is ni
name by shooting moi&ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁalo to supply
meat for the postwar () ction camps.
He is said to have killed Indian when he
was 11. That was ntiated, nor is it
knuwn_]ust ¢vw m ndians he did kill. Certainly
of two chiefs — Tall Bull, in a battle
ol white women hostages — and Yellow
hisl'ﬁnt Lin single combat and scalped in
Custer massacre. Less well known is
was a great friend of the Indians
on the warpath. He learned the
ge while still a boy, and his half-
ian costume of fringed buckskin and his long
'r‘z;kyz;:y his version of an Indian chief.
he was a dispatch bearer for the Army he
was captured by a band of Kiowas, but managed to
hem into releasing him. He served also as
military guide and adviser; and after he had ridden
about 350 miles in less than 60 hours, he was made
Chief of Scouts. He was guide and scout for Gener-
als Custer, Sheridan, Crook and Miles and, in 1872,
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W aw}ré the Congressional Medal of Honor.
But it'was as a showman that Cody achieved his
grcale:t fame. After creating his celebrated Wild
/ West Show in 1883, he went on to tour the capitals
of Europe demonstrating his riding and shooting snd
parading his cowboys, Indians and Mexican saqueros
before Queen Victoria and other crowned heads.
More than any other man he created the image of
the American cowboy and frontiersman. Swinging
his trusty Winchester and his wide-brimmed Stetson,
some say his exploits inspired the Rough Riders
and the Boy Scouts to use their version of his hat
and neckerchief as part of their uniform.

And he also found time for all sorts
of related and unrelated activities,
He was the father of the modern
rodeo and guided the buffalo-hunt-
ing expedition for the Grand Duke
Alexis of Russia. He founded the town of Cody,
persuaded the railroad to run a line between Cody
and Yellowstone Park, built a hotel on the main
street and named it afier his daughter. He dug
for gold and oil, and — most important of all — he
planned the 328-foot-high Buffalo Dam on the Sho-
shone River just west of Cody. Designed to create
electricity and irrigate 300,000 acres of farm and
range land, it was the first major project of the U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation and, when completed in
1909, was the highest in the world.

He was what was known in those days as a

A man's man
— and also
a ladies” man
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| BUFFALO BILL and Annie Qakley lead the charge lg/ the internatienal brigade in one of the colorful posters announcing hus rodeo



~tadies’ man" — completely at case in the sophisti-
cated company of New York's exclusive Union Club,
to which some of his wealthy friends had introduced
him — yet at heart he was always the frontiersman,
proud of his ability to out-shoot, out-ride and out-
drink any of his contemporaries and ready to take
off on the trail, bright and clear-eyed. after a full
night of stud poker and bourbon.
Although his Wild West Show made more than
a million dollars a year,
Cody spentand gave away
money faster than he
could make it, and he was
broke when he died at his
sister’s house in Denver in
1g17. Yet he certainly
wasn’t forgotten. Within
two months of his death,
the Memorial Association
was formed in Cody “to
build and maintain a his-
torical monument . . . to
William F. Cody, ‘Buffalo
Bill.”
The monument be-

came a reality seven yeay : /

later with the unveiling \ b 1

an heroicstatue of Bufialo_ Bitland his friend, Sitting Bull
Bill by sculptress Gert

Vanderbilt Whitney, nated the plot of

ground on which it and the memorial buildings now
stand. The gallery houses o the finest collections

of western art on digplay i y museum, including
many of the such noted artists as
Frederic Remington; rles M. Russell, Charles

Schreyvogel and Albert Bierstadt as well as the
famed equestrian/paintirig of Colonel Cody done by
Rosa Paris in 188g. Many of the artists
were fri o Bill, and had stayed with
him at h h near Cody.

some wonderful old photographs of
and his friends — Sitting Bull, Annic
& atson, Wild Bill Hickok, Jim Bridger,
-ak Custer and Crazy Horse, one of the Sioux
efs who led the massacre at the Liule Big Horn.

The museum, which is sharing the
gallery till the new building opens
next year, reflects Cody’s wonder-
ful capacity for collecting all soris
of things — bowie knives, fringed
in jackets, uniforms, Stetsons, saddles and
medals and trophies, thousands of letters

and his Winchester rific.

There is also a fine collection of Colt revolvers
and a remarkable Ariny report, written in a precisc
Spencerian hand, of the Custer massacre. Scalps of
both whites and Indians are in the showcases, to-
gether with an Indian bone necklace supposedly
made from the trigger fingers of Custer’s men. There
are jeweled gifts from his roval (TO PAGE 15




Wales sat high o j
Buffalo Bill, @
More s

nter last year; a
ted this year, and the
visitof, coul pected to jump well over

ter-million mark when the new

ildi e;gﬁ:cncd next year.

;ﬁ be spurred by a renaissance of
| being fanned in — of all unlikely
Y— New York City’s famed “21”
ub, where film producers and television
packagers are kicking around ideas for a
|—Buffalo Bill feature film and television
series, and you can almost see the “spin
offs” starting to spin off — Buffalo Bill
pistol and holster sets, buckskin shirts, hats,
Buffalo Bill comic strips and magazines,
toys and games — flip the wheel to the right
number and get to scalp Yellow Hand!

Why “21”? Because Pete Krierdler,
one of its proprietors and a notorious Wild
West buff, is a trustee of the Buffalo Bill
Historical Center.

Already the Winchester gun people
have sold about 100,000 Buffalo Bill com-
memorative rifles and carbines and have
virtually sold out a “limited issue” (300),
friends, a $20 gold piece | packaged in mahogany, velvet-lined cases,
il Sheridan, the scalp and | at $1,000 each. Since the proceeds of the
from Yellow Hand | limited sales go to the building fund for

Bill killed him with a single | the non-profit Buffalo Bill Memorial Asso-
ot dnd the Deadwood-Cheyenne | ciation, the purchase price is tax-deducti-

from his Wild West Show — | ble. Which makes for a cheap way for a
t Britain in 1887, the Kings of | man in the right tax brackets to buy a
, Belgium, Saxony and Denmark | magnificent rifle and honor a legend at
in the coach, while the Prince of | the same time. (THE END)
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