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B u f f a l o B i l l i s C o m i n g 
The museum in the 

town he made famous 

is only one aspect in a 

campaign to add new 

lustre to the greatest 

name in the Old West 

BY RICHARD JOSEPH 

T he F o u r t h o f J u l y may have been Independence 
D a y for the rest o f the c o u n t r y , b u t i n Cody , 
W y o m i n g , last T h u r s d a y ' s f i recrackers w e n t 

of f m a i n l y to honor Buf fa lo B i l l , the a lmost l egendary 
western hero w h o f ounded the t o w n a n d gave i t his 
name back a r o u n d the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y . 

J u l y 3 a n d 4 ma rked Cody 's a n n u a l Stampede, 
one o f the ou t s t and ing rodeos i n the west — a W i l d 
West pocket vers ion o f Co l one l B i l l Cody ' s o r i g i n a l 
w a r - w h o o p i n g extravaganza p lus b ronc -bus t ing , calf-
dogg ing a n d steer-rop ing , a l l set i n m o t i o n by a 
pa rade o f the contestants d o w n S h e r i d a n Avenue , 
w h i c h B i l l h imse l f named for P h i l She r i dan , the 
genera l w h o f irst made h i m C h i e f o f Scouts for the 
U .S . A r m y i n the west. 

T h i s year 's c e l eb ra t i on saw some th ing special, 
t h o u g h , w i t h the l a y i n g o f the cornerstone for the 
new $2,000,000 b u i l d i n g c omp l ex o f the Buf fa lo 
B i l l H i s t o r i c a l Cente r o n the western edge o f t o w n . 
I t w i l l i n c lude the a l ready-opened W h i t n e y Ga l l e r y 
o f Wes te rn A r t , n a m e d for the late G e r t r u d e V a n d e r -
b i l t W h i t n e y ( w h o was devoted to A m e r i c a n a r t and 
h a d a h i g h personal r egard for Co l one l C o d y ) , a new 
a n d en larged Buf fa lo B i l l M u s e u m ( to open next 
M a y ) , a M u s e u m o f Western T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , a 
M u s e u m o f Geo logy a n d N a t u r a l H i s t o r y , and a 
new A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g . 

$1 ,000,000 
— none of it 
front taxes 

A c c o r d i n g to D r . H a r o l d M c -
C racken , the d is t ingu ished a u t h o r 
a n d exp lorer w h o became D i r e c t o r 
of the H i s t o r i c a l Center i n 1959, 
the pro ject represents an inves tment 

o f $10,000,000; ha l f o f tha t for the W h i t n e y Ga l l e r y , 
close to $2,000,000 i n the new bu i ld ings , a n d the 
r e m a i n d e r for e x h i b i t acquis i t ions. " A n d no t one 
cent is taxpayer 's m o n e y , " M c C r a c k e n says p r o u d l y . 
" I t has a l l been f inanced by p r i va t e gifts a n d dona ­
tions, helped a l ong by admission fees." 

C c r t a i n l v Buf fa lo B i l l is a charac ter w e l l w o r t h 
c o m m e m o r a t i n g . H e was a g iant o f his t ime , an 
au then t i c A m e r i c a n folk hero — hero-worshippers 
a l l over the w o r l d knew every de ta i l o f his l i fe. Yet 
the last o f some 1,000 Buf fa lo B i l l books and paper­

backs, w h i c h h a d enjoyed w o r l d - w i d e p o p u l a r i t y , 
came of f the press i n 1918 a n d , today , most A m e r i c a n 
kids have never even heard of W i l l i a m F. Cody . 

Before he was 14, he had been a w a g o n - t r a i n 
helper, stagecoach d r i v e r , go ld prospector, I n d i a n 
f ighter , buf fa lo h u n t e r a n d fu r t r a p p e r . As an ear ly 
Pony Express r ider , at the age o f 14, he set a r ecord 
by g a l l o p i n g 322 mi les i n 21 hours , c h a n g i n g horses 
every hour . S t i l l i n his teens, he served i n the U n i o n 
A r m y d u r i n g the C i v i l W a r , and later w o n his n i ck ­
name by shoo t ing more t h a n 4,000 buf fa lo t o supp ly 
meat for the postwar r a i l r o a d cons t ruc t i on camps. 

H e is said to have k i l l e d his f irst I n d i a n w h e n he 
was 11. T h a t was never substant ia ted , nor is i t 
k n o w n j u s t h o w m a n y I n d i a n s he d i d k i l l . C e r t a i n l y 
he d i d dispose o f t w o chiefs — T a l l B u l l , i n a bat t le 
to free t w o w h i t e w o m e n hostages — a n d Ye l l ow 
H a n d , w h o m he shot i n single c o m b a t a n d scalped i n 
revenge for the Custer massacre. Less w e l l k n o w n is 
the fact t h a t C o d y was a great f r i end o f the I n d i a n s 
w h e n they w e r e n ' t o n the w a r p a t h . H e learned the 
S ioux language w h i l e s t i l l a boy , a n d his ha l f -
I n d i a n costume o f f r inged bucksk in a n d his l o n g 
h a i r were r ea l l y his vers ion o f a n I n d i a n chief . 

W h i l e he was a d i spa t ch bearer for the A r m y he 
was c a p t u r e d b y a b a n d o f K i o w a s , b u t managed to 
ta lk t h e m i n t o releasing h i m . H e served also as 
m i l i t a r y gu ide a n d adviser ; and after he h a d r i d d e n 
abou t 350 miles i n less t h a n 60 hours, he was made 
Ch i e f o f Scouts. H e was gu ide a n d scout for Gener­
als Custer , She r idan , C r o o k a n d M i l e s and , i n 1872, 

was a w a r d e d the Congressional M e d a l o f H o n o r . 
B u t i t was as a s h o w m a n t h a t C o d y achieved his 

greatest fame. A f t e r c r ea t ing his ce lebrated W i l d 
West Show i n 1883, he w e n t o n to t o u r the capi ta ls 
o f Europe d e m o n s t r a t i n g his r i d i n g a n d shoot ing and 
p a r a d i n g his cowboys, I n d i a n s a n d M e x i c a n vaqueros 
before Q u e e n V i c t o r i a a n d o the r c r o w n e d heads. 
M o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r m a n he created th e image o f 
the A m e r i c a n c o w b o y a n d f r on t i e r sman . S w i n g i n g 
his t rus t y W inches t e r a n d his w i d e - b r i m m e d Stetson, 
some say his exp lo i ts insp i red the R o u g h R iders 
a n d the Boy Scouts to use the i r vers ion o f his ha t 
and neckerchie f as p a r t o f t h e i r u n i f o r m . 

A man's man 
— and also 
a ladies' man 

A n d he also f ound t ime for a l l sorts 
o f re lated and unre la t ed act iv i t i es . 
H e was the fa ther o f the m o d e r n 
rodeo and gu ided the bu f f a l o -hun t ­
i n g e xped i t i on for the G r a n d D n k e 

A lex is o f Russia. H e f ounded the t o w n o f Cody , 
persuaded the r a i l r o a d to r u n a l ine between Cody 
a n d Ye l l owstone Park , b u i l t a ho t e l o n the m a i n 
street a n d n a m e d i t after his daugh te r . H e d u g 
for go ld a n d o i l , a n d — most i m p o r t a n t o f a l l — he 
p l a n n e d the 328 - foot -h igh Buf fa lo D a m o n the Sho­
shone R i v e r j u s t west o f C o d y . Des igned to create 
e l ec t r i c i t y a n d i r r i g a t e 300,000 acres o f f a r m a n d 
range l a n d , i t was the first m a j o r p ro j ec t o f the U .S . 
B u r e a u o f R e c l a m a t i o n a n d , w h e n comp le t ed i n 
1909, was the h ighest i n the w o r l d . 

H e was w h a t was k n o w n i n those days as a 

B U F F A L O B I L L and Annie Oakley lead the charge of the international brigade in one of the colorful posters announcing his rodeu ek
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' l a d i e s ' m a n " — c o m p l e t e l y at ease i n the sophist i ­
cated c o m p a n y o f New Yo rk ' s exclusive U n i o n C l u b , 
to w h i c h some o f his w e a l t h y fr iends had in t r oduced 
h i m — yet a t hear t he was always the f r on t i e r sman , 
p r o u d o f his a b i l i t y to out-shoot , ou t - r i d e and o u i -
d r i n k any o f his contemporar ies and ready to take 
o f f on the t r a i l , b r i g h t and clear-eyed, after a fu l l 
n i g h t o f s tud poker and b o u r b o n . 

A l t h o u g h his W i l d West Show made more t h a n 
a m i l l i o n do l la rs a year. 
C o d y spent a n d gave away 
m o n e y fas te r t h a n he 
c o u l d make i t , a n d he was 
broke w h e n he d i ed at his 
sister's house i n Denver i n 
1917. Y e t he c e r t a in l y 
wasn ' t f o rgo t t en . W i t h i n 
t w o mon ths of his dea th , 
the M e m o r i a l Associat ion 
was f o rmed i n Cody " t o 
b u i l d a n d m a i n t a i n a his­
t o r i c a l m o n u m e n t . . . to 
W i l l i a m F . C o d y , ' B u f f a l o 
B i l l ' . " 

T h e m o n u m e n t be­
came a rea l i t y seven years 
la te r w i t h the u n v e i l i n g o f 
a n heroic statue of Buf fa lo 
B i l l by sculptress Ge r t rude 
V a n d e r b i l t W h i t n e y , w h o also dona t ed the p l o t o f 
g r o u n d on w h i c h i t a n d the m e m o r i a l bu i ld ings now 
s tand . T h e ga l lery houses one o f the finest col lect ions 
o f western a r t o n d isp lay i n any m u s e u m , i n c l u d i n g 
m a n y o f the best works o f such no ted artists as 
Freder ic R e m i n g t o n , Char les M . Russel l , Charles 
Schreyvoge l a n d A l b e r t B ierstadt as w e l l as the 
f amed equestr ian p a i n t i n g o f Co lone l C o d y done by 
Rosa Bonheur i n Paris i n 1889. M a n y o f the artists 
were fr iends o f Buf fa lo B i l l , and h a d stayed w i t h 
h i m at his T E R a n c h near Cody . 

T h e r e are some w o n d e r f u l o l d photographs of 
Buf fa lo B i l l and his fr iends — S i t t i ng B u l l , A n n i e 
Oak l e y , K i t Carson , W i l d B i l l H i c k o k , J i m Br idger , 
Gene ra l Custer a n d Cra zy Horse , one o f the Sioux 
chiefs w h o led the massacre at the L i t t l e B i g H o r n . 

Bill and hisfriend. Sitting Bull 

He collected 
souvenirs 
of the frontier 

T h e museum, w h i c h is shar ing the 
ga l lery t i l l the new b u i l d i n g opens 
next year, reflects Cody 's wonder ­
fu l capac i ty for co l l ec t ing a l l sons 
o f th ings — bowie knives, f r inged 

bucksk in jackets, un i fo rms, Stetsons, saddles and 
br id les , medals a n d t rophies , thousands o f letters 
a n d his Winches te r ri f le 

T h e r e is also a f ine co l l e c t i on o f C o l t revolvers 
a n d a r e m a r k a b l e A r m y r epor t , w r i t t e n i n a precise 
Spencer ian h a n d , o f the Custer massacre. Scalps of 
b o t h whi tes and I n d i a n s are in the showcases, to­
gether w i t h an I n d i a n bone necklace supposedl\ 
m a d e f r o m the t r igger fingers o f Custer 's m e n . T h e r t 
are jeweled gifts f r o m his rova l < T O P A G E 15 ek
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B u f f a l o B i l l 

Cody in his romantic"Buffalo BilC show costume 

( f r om page 9 ) fr iends, a $20 go ld piece 
f r o m Genera l Ph i l Sher idan , the scalp a n d 
w a r bonne t he took f r o m Ye l l ow H a n d 
after Buf fa lo B i l l k i l l e d h i m w i t h a single 
r i f l e shot a n d the Deadwood-Cheyenne 
Stagecoach f r o m his W i l d West Show — 
i n G r ea t B r i t a i n i n 1887, the K i n g s o f 
Greece, B e l g i u m , Saxony a n d D e n m a r k 
rode i n the coach, w h i l e the Pr ince o f 

Wales sat h i g h o n the f r o n t seat w i t h 
Buf fa lo B i l l , w h o was d r i v i n g . 

M o r e t h a n 200,000 v is i tors t rooped 
t h r o u g h the H i s t o r i c a l Center last year ; a 
l i ke n u m b e r is expected this year, a n d the 
v is i tor c o u n t is expected to j u m p w e l l over 
the q u a r t e r - m i l l i o n m a r k w h e n the new 
b u i l d i n g is opened next year. 

T h e y ' l l be spur red b y a renaissance o f 
interest be ing fanned i n — o f a l l u n l i k e l y 
places! — N e w Y o r k C i t y ' s f amed " 2 1 " 
C l u b , where film producers a n d televis ion 
packagers are k i c k i n g a r o u n d ideas for a 
Buf fa lo B i l l f eature film a n d televis ion 
series, a n d y o u can a lmost see the " s p i n 
o f fs " s t a r t ing t o sp in o f f — B u f f a l o B i l l 
p is to l and holster sets, bucksk in shirts , hats, 
Buf fa lo B i l l c om ic strips a n d magazines, 
toys and games — flip the whee l to the r i g h t 
n u m b e r a n d get t o scalp Y e l l o w H a n d ! 

W h y " 2 1 " ? Because Pete K r i e n d l e r , 
one of its p ropr i e to rs a n d a notor ious W i l d 
West buff, is a trustee o f the Buf fa lo B i l l 
H i s t o r i c a l Center . 

A l r eady the Winchester g u n people 
have sold abou t 100,000 Buf fa lo B i l l c o m ­
memora t i v e rifles a n d carbines a n d have 
v i r t u a l l y sold o u t a " l i m i t e d issue" (300), 
packaged i n mahogany , ve lvet - l ined cases, 
a t $1,000 each. Since the proceeds o f the 
l i m i t e d sales go to the b u i l d i n g f u n d for 
the non-pro f i t Buf fa lo B i l l M e m o r i a l Asso­
c i a t i o n , the purchase pr ice is t a x -deduc t i ­
ble . W h i c h makes for a cheap way for a 
m a n i n the r i g h t tax brackets to b u y a 
magn i f i c en t r i f l e a n d h o n o r a legend a t 
the same t i m e . ( T H E EMD ) 
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