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A PACKED CROWD OF 70,000 WATCHES THE COMPETING TEAMS PARADE INTO THE STADIUM DURING OPENING CEREMONIES AT MONTREAL 

SPORT 

OLYMPICS/COVER STORY 

T h e G a m e s : U p In t h e A i r 
I t is an Olympiad of contradictions. 

There she stands, poised on the balance 
beam—a 4-in. strip o f spruce, 16% ft. 
long, 4 ft. above the padded flooring. The 
palms o f her hands are coated w i t h gym­
nasts' chalk that is as white as her uni­
form, as white as her face. She is an 
infinitely solemn wisp o f a g i r l , 4 ft. 11 
in . ta l l , a mere 86 lbs.; dark circles above 
her cheeks; a Kean-eyed elf. Then, w i th 
no more strain than i t would take to 
raise a hand to a fr iend, she is airborne: 
a backfl ip, landing on the sliver o f a bar 
w i th a thunk so solid i t reverberates; up, 
backward again, a second b l ind flip, and 
a landing. N o 747 ever set itself down 
on a two-mile runway w i t h more assur­
ance or aplomb. She leaps, twists, spins, 
and the 18,000 people i n Montreal 's Fo-

SOMBER COMANECI, A DOLL WITH A DOLL 

rum realize that they are witnessing an 
exhibi t ion o f ind iv idual achievement 
that is t ru ly O lympian. The judges agree. 
Their verdict on N a d p Comanec^ 14 ] 

of Gheorehe Gheorghiu-De), Rumania: 
she is perfect. 

Never before in the modern O l ym­
pic Games, wh i ch date back to 1896, 
has the performance o f a gymnast been 
judged perfect. But w i th in five days last 
week Comaneci earned the i 0.00 mark 
seven times. YSl never before have" the ' 
Olympics seemed less perfect. Plagued 
first by the bitter international dispute 
over the part ic ipat ion o f Taiwan, then 
beset by the w i thdrawa l o f A f r i can and 
Arab countries, the Montrea l Olympics 
have seen what could prove to be i r ­
reparable damage (see box) to the no­
t ion that nations that play together stay 
together. 

T he parade of athletes at Saturday's 
opening ceremonies moved in a 
hastily assembled new order as 
country after country—Alger ia , 

Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, Uganda 
—kept their flags furled and their rep­
resentatives i n the Olympic Village. This 
shortened the parade, wh ich may have 
somewhat comforted Queen Elizabeth, 
who stood for an hour and 15 minutes 
as the banners passed in review. But the 
athletes involved were furious, dr iven to 
tears and even threats that they would 
renounce their citizenship; years o f 
training had availed them l itt le more 
than an unpack-pack-up look at the 
Olympic Village. There, late Saturday 
afternoon, a group of New Zealanders, 
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clad i n their black-blazered parade un i ­
forms, stood w i t h their arms around sev­
eral disconsolate Kenyans, st i l l wearing 
the red warmup suits they had on when 
they learned o f their government's 
"w i thdraw immediate ly " decision that 
morning. By week's end m ^ n t r i * * 
represented_bv_69_7 athletes were out o f 
{EeTfijImes. Gone w i th them were such 
potential gold-medal winners as Track 
Stars M ike Boit o f Kenya, Mi ruts Yi f -
ter of Ethiopia and John Ak i i -Bua of 
Uganda. Gone too was any hope that 
such prestige races as the 800 and 1,500 
meters could have the stature of wor ld-
championship events. 

I n the only way they could, the ath­
letes avenged the indigni ty o f polit ical 
manipulat ion and the armed-camp at-

BESET KORBUT, THE GLAMOUR GAL NO MORE 

I 

The electronic scoreboard cannot account for what 
Rumania's Nad ia Comaneci achieves as she twists, spins 
and soars to the al l-round gold medal: her score is 
10.00, not 1.00. It fares better with the star of the U.S. 
swimming team, John Naber. He is really No. 1. 

eko
nyvt

ar.s
k-s

ze
ged.hu



eko
nyvt

ar.s
k-s

ze
ged.hu

Five U .S . go ld medalists: Diver Jenni Chandler 
(above), record-smashing Swimmers (from top) 

John Hencken, Mike Bruner, Brian Goodell , 
Bruce Furniss; Loser Shirley Babashoff (right)! 

SPORT 

mosphere o f the Montreal Olympics 
(Canada's 16,000-man security force 
was omnipresent); they mounted an un ­
paralleled assault on their own common 
enemy, the record book. 

F r om the opening days o f the X X I 
Olympiad, the athletes performed so 
stunningly that the scorekeeping com­
puters had to be reprogrammed to pro­
cess the data o f perfection. Shattering 
eight wor ld records i n their first nine 
finals, East Germany's women and 
America's men proved themselves the 
greatest swimmers the wor ld has seen 
since mankind 's forebears forsook the 
primeval ooze. I n one 27-minute peri­
od, East Germany's incomparable 
Kornélia Ender, 17, won two gold med­
als. Meanwhile the U.S. men obliterated 
a l l opposition; their totals i n the first five 
days' nine events: nine golds. 

But i t was not the swimmers who 
provided the opening week o f the Mon­
treal Olympics w i t h their reigning deity. 
That huge mantle fell upon the t iny 
shoulders o f Nad ia Comaneci, who elec­
trified the crowds and bol l ixed the com­
puters by compi l ing the first perfect 
gymnastic scores. Performing her bold 
and diff icult routines w i t h consummate 

Í control .Comaneci (nronounced Com-a-
Jffirh\ tall ied three 1 As in the, \es\rr\ rWn-
petition, two i n the indiv idual al l-around 
contest, and two i n the individual-ap­
paratus competit ion—showings good 

i enough to w i n her three gold medals, 
one silver and one bronze. Whether do­
ing backflips on the beam or rocketing 
herself around the uneven bars, the de­
ceptively fra i l - looking sprite (she watch­
es her diet s t r i c t l y—no j u n k food) was 
so much in her element that the audi­
ence had no more fear o f her fal l ing than 
of a fish drowning. ABC's J i m McKay , of­
fering television's best-turned phrase o f 
the week, described her as " sw imming 
i n an ocean o f a i r . " Reassured by Na-
dia's self-confidence, the sellout crowds 
(scalpers got $200 for $16 tickets) gasped 
not i n apprehension but w i t h delight and 
awe. Indeed, Nad ia seemed as at home 
on the balance beam as Br'er Rabbit 

f was i n the brier patch—hopping about 
as i f she were born there. 

Said Frank Bare, executive director 
of the U.S. Gymnastics Federation: 
"The t iny point spreads she won by don't 
begin to indicate how much better she 
is than her nearest rivals. There has nev­
er been anyone l ike her, never been any­
one who approaches her." 

Comaneci's achievements seemed so 
effortless that i t was easy to forget she 
was not merely doing what comes nat­
urally. A l though her debut i n senior i n ­
ternational competit ion came only last 
year, when she leaped out o f Rumanian 
obscurity to take the European Cham­
pionship away f rom the Soviet Union's 
five-time winner, Ludmi l l a Turishche-
va, 23, Nad ia had been preparing for 
last week's moment o f golden t r iumph 
for more than ha l f her life. 

Born in Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej. 
a city of 60.000 in the Carpathian Moun-

TIME, AUGUST 2, 1976 

ENDER S FLYING START (MIDDLE, ABOVE) 

Different strokes beat different folks. 

coming the focus o f wor ld adulation, she 
deadpanned: " I t ' s nothing special. I feel 
just the same as before." D i d she ever 
th ink she might not w i n a gold medal? 
"No , I knew that I would w i n . " Dead­
pan too was the way the press in Ru­
mania handled her conquests; the 
achievements o f the team as a whole 
were extolled, instead of Comaneci's. 

A t the end of each flawless perfor­
mance, Comaneci would flash an auto-

tains, Comaneci began her t r Q ' n ; " Q " i t h 
1XU K a l o r y i ând Tus wi le Mar t a f the 
gymnastic coaches at a special sports 
lycée i n her home town. They had spot­
ted her f ro l ick ing i n a kindergarten play­
ground and been impressed by her lack 
of fear. She was six years old. " A t first 
i t was l ike a game," said Nad ia last 
week, showing no trace o f nostalgia for 
those presumably more carefree days. 
"But by the age of eight," Coach Kàro-
l y i noted, " the students must be serious 
about gymnastics." Asked i f Comaneci 
was exceptional then, he answers: 
" M a n y were. The important thing is that 
she is exceptional now." 

Whether or not i t is the daily reg­
imen of five hours' classroom 
study and three to four hours' 
gymnastics t ra in ing that has 

made her so, Comaneci is an extraor­
dinar i ly somber chi ld . A l though she 
struts about and fidgets on the sidelines 
dur ing competitions as i f she were try­
ing to release an inexhaustible flow of 
energy, she is almost eerily st i l l outside 
the arena. Whi le wai t ing to take her dai­
ly medical checkup one morning, she 
watched Olympic swimming heats on 
TV, her dark, unb l ink ing eyes fixed on 
the action, her pale face expressionless, 
her hands folded decorously in her lap 
and her body perfectly st i l l . The same, 
somewhat unsettling demeanor marked 
her press conferences. A t times she 
would walk about c lutching tight to a 
large dol l . Asked how she felt about be-

mauc smiie anusa u « i « w «o ... 
an electronic scoreboard and prance 
briefly around the plat form. But the 
show o f enthusiasm almost seemed re­
hearsed, and she would subside imme­
diately into the deep reaches of her con­
centration and composure. The smile 
and quick l i t t le dance steps about the 
floor were the only concession she made 
to the audience's clear desire that she re­
fashion herself i n the image o f that 
ponytailed starlet o f the 1972 Olympics, 
Russia's C*]pfl Knrhnt She is not an 
Olga. 

Neither, any more, is Korbut . Now 
21, Olga provided the Montrea l Games 
w i th a haunt ing figure that may be re­
membered as v iv id ly as the l i t t le g i r l who 
won two indiv idual gold medals and one 
silver at the '72 Olympics in Munich . 
Her hair unkempt , the red bows on her 
two ponytails askew, her face at mo­
ments haggard beyond middle age, she 
displayed an overwhelming desire for 
victory whi le faced w i t h certain defeat. 
She ignored Comaneci, refused to watch 
her rival perform. A t one point Korbut 
burst into tears, at another ostentatious­
ly iced an ai l ing ankle ("Every athlete 
always has something that hurts. I f you 
don't, that's when you should start to 
worry" ) . When the stadium rocked w i th 
applause after Comaneci received her 
fourth 10 dur ing the all-around ind iv id­
ual competit ion, Olga slowly but point­
edly walked halfway around the Forum 
to the water fountain. Sometimes b r i l ­
l iant, sometimes bungl ing (one night she 

47 eko
nyvt

ar.s
k-s

ze
ged.hu

file:///es/rr/


eko
nyvt

ar.s
k-s

ze
ged.huSPORT 

even fell of f the balance beam), Korbut 
sti l l held the crowd. A n d when her last 
exercise o f the Olympics ended (a spar­
k l ing 9.90 on the beam that earned her 
a silver to add to her team gold), the fare­
wel l applause dinned for minutes. " I 
gave a l l I had , " she said later. 

Gone, too, for good was the Soviets' 
mistress o f gymnastic elegance, Tur ish-
cheva, impeccable as ever and rewarded 
for i t w i t h four medals: one team gold, 
two silver, one bronze. 

Before accepting her bronze i n the 
all-around, she bestowed a queenly kiss 
on the two youngsters who had upstaged 
but not outclassed her, Comaneci and a 
bright new Russian face. Ne l l i K i m , 18 
Daughter o f a Korean. K i m won two 

10s nerseir i r o m me juages, one in her 
specialty, the vault, and one in the floor 
exercise. She took two indiv idual gold 
medals and one silver, and f i rmly es­
tablished herself as the personable, ex­
pressive new star o f Russian gymnastics. 

Whi le Russians and Rumanians 
were wh i r l i n g their way into the hearts 
of the packed houses at the Forum (a 
total o f 86,000 watched the gymnastics), 
a much less d iminut ive set o f women 
turned the Olympic sw imming pool into 
their own private splash party. The East 
German women's team, which had nev­
er won an Olympic gold medal, took 
nearly a l l o f them last week—and a l i ­
oness's share o f the silvers and bronzes 
too. I n fact, for a t ime the simplest way 
to keep tab on the women's medal count 
was to tal ly the ones the East Germans 
did not get. I t was not unt i l the fourth 
day that their dominat ion was broken, 
and then not by the U.S. but by the Rus­
sians, who swept the 200-meter breast-
stroke. Through the first five days, Shir­
ley Babashoff, who was the Uni ted 
States' one gold-medal hopeful, was kept 
to a respectable but disappointing har­
vest o f two s i lvers—in the 200- and 400-
meter freestyle. Canadians, Soviets, 
Dutch and Americans took eight other 
medals. That left the East Germans w i th 
the remaining seven golds, four silvers 
and two bronzes. 

F our o f the golds were won by East 
Germany's imposing (5 ft. 10 in . , 
155 lbs.) Korne l ia Ender, who 
came in to the Olympics holding 

four wor ld records and by Saturday had 
set three new ones. When the East Ger­
mans suddenly emerged as a swimming 
superpower three years ago, disgruntled 
rivals speculated that gold-crazed East 
bloc coaches were g iv ing their women 
swimmers male hormones and then sub­
jecting them to a t ra in ing so regiment­
ed that i t turned them into aquatic 
automatons. 

But at a warmup session last week, 
the East Germans laughed, smiled and 
swam their laps to the sounds of pop 
music that their coaches had insisted be 
piped into the pool. They looked for al l 
the wor ld l ike candidates for a Califor­
nia swim c lub—but their t ra in ing is a 
lot tougher. W i t h typical Marx is t deter-
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minat ion, East Germany has established 
a policy o f scientific selection for find­
ing swimmers: i t is based partly on early 
assessment o f a child's cardiovascular 
capacity and body type. Great emphasis 
is put on weight l i f t ing to bui ld strength. 
The average East German woman 
swimmer was 5 ft. 8 i n . and 150 lbs.; 
not that much larger than her U.S. coun­
terparts but substantially more muscu­
lar. The i r sexual identity, l ike that o f 
al l women competitors, had been offi­
cially conf irmed by the Olympic " fem­
in in i ty contro l c l in i c " (a simple chro­
mosome test that involves tak ing cells 

from the inside o f the cheek is used, but 
many women athletes st i l l find the idea 
of such examinations offensive). 

Ender, who started swimming at five 
and won three silver medals as a 13-
year-old at Mun i ch , has since turned in 
a score o f world-record performances. 
Arguably the best woman swimmer o f 
al l t ime, she explodes f rom the starting 
block w i t h such force that she is often 3 
feet ahead o f the field when heads break 
water. She dives shallow and planes high 
like a speedboat, w i t h much of her body 
out o f the water. He r mot ion is so ef­
ficient—though not s ty l ish—that she is 

able to set wor ld records whi le taking 
substantially fewer strokes per minute 
than the women she leaves i n her wake. 
After the Olympics, Ender may retire 
and next year begin pediatric studies at 
medical school. Says she: "Sw imming is 
just my hobby." 

One aspect o f the swimming com­
petition was not i n the pool at a l l . but 
in the supremacy battle between the 
East German women and the U.S. men. 
By Saturday the U.S. men had swum 
nine events, won them al l , and set wor ld 
records i n eight. John Naber, 20, the 6-
ft. 6-in. paddlewheel o f the American 

contingent, had won three golds and a 
silver (and possibly one more gold 
ahead). W i t h his red, white and blue kni t 
cap cocked rakishly on his head, his 
gawky arms flailing greetings to the 
crowd and a slack-jawed gr in perma­
nently fixed on his rubbery face, he also 
won the amused affection o f a wor ld­
wide audience. " I don't want to play the 
role o f a c lown, " said the psychology ma­
jor from the Universi ty o f Southern Cal­
ifornia. "But I l ike to involve the au­
dience w i t h me. I enjoy i t . " 

What turned out to be the most en­
joyable day o f Naber's swimming career 

came w i th in a split second of being the 
worst. O n Monday he carelessly cruised 
through his morn ing heat in the 200-
meter freestyle and wound up qualifying 
eighth, a risky .23 sec. away from el im­
ination. That evening, i n his long-an­
ticipated 100-meter backstroke confron­
tation w i t h East German Champion 
Roland Matthes, Naber stayed frozen 
to the start ing block i n what happily 
turned out to be a false start. A t the 
real start he burst in front w i th his first 
three strokes, executed an explosive turn 
that nearly drowned the judges at pool-
side, and plunged home to smash 

Are the Olympics Dead? 
A new and lamentable Olympic rec­

ord was getting as much attention 
throughout the wor ld last week as the 
feats o f Nad ia Comaneci. "Nat ions boy­
cotting: 25. " That g r i m statistic raised 
severe doubts about the future o f the 
Games themselves. There was wide­
spread resentment against Canada for 
kowtowing to Peking and thereby forc­
ing 42 athletes f rom Ta iwan to w i t h ­
draw ( T I M E , July 26). There was both 
consternation and anger over an A f r i ­
can walkout directed against New Zea­
land because i t sent a rugby team to 
South Afr ica. 

" A global wrath against the Cana­
dian government is certa in, " wrote the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine. " I n a confron­
tation between sports and politics, sports 
proved to be powerless." "Politics should 
not be an issue any more than re l ig ion," 
said Edward W. ("Moose") Krause, a th­
letic director at Notre Dame. "Th is just 
makes me sick." Lo rd K i l l a n i n , head of 
the Internat ional Olympic Committee, 
was sick too. "Government interference 
is the most serious problem we face," 
he declared. "We're scarred, and I , as 
president, have had my eye blackened." 

Nowhere was the disappointment 
greater than in Afr ica, where popular 

sentiment was strongly opposed to the 
political decision to w i thdraw the teams. 
A number o f A f r i can athletes tele­
phoned home to say they were consid­
ering forfeit ing their citizenships and 
settling i n the U.S. " I ' m fed up wi th 
black pol it ics," said a member o f one 
team. " A t the next Olympics I hope to 
be competing as an Amer ican . " Added 
a coach: " I f my boys wanted to play pol­
itics, they would run for Parliament. To 
wreck their sporting careers for petty po­
l i t ical points is not only un fa i r— i t is 
c r im ina l . " Lamented Tanzania's great 
Filbert Bayi, wor ld record holder in the 
1,500 meters: "Four years o f hard work 
have been wasted." 

• 
The fact is that nationalism long has 

been an aspect o f the Games, and de­
liberately so. No r has this been as bad * 
a th ing as pundits often paint i t , at least 
to the degree that nationalism equates 
w i th patriot ism. Politics too has long 
been a part o f the Games, without deal­
ing them fatal harm. 

The modern Games had hardly be­
gun when the U.S. outraged the Bri t ish 
by refusing to d ip the flag to K i n g Ed­
ward V I I dur ing the 1908 opening cer­
emonies i n London. (Nor d id the U.S. 

dip the flag to Queen Elizabeth I I last 
week; she was not offended.) The Finns, 

I then under the dominat ion of Imper ia l 
[ Russia, sought the same year to empha­
size their strivings for national identity 
by refusing to march under the Russian 
flag. H i t l e r tr ied to use the 1936 Berlin 
Games as a display o f the supremacy of 
the Aryan race. 

I n the past there have also been 
walkouts and bannings; I ta ly and 
France pulled out o f the fencing i n the 
1912 Stockholm Games after a dispute 
over the rules. I n 1956 Egypt, I raq and 
Lebanon d id not compete because of the 
Suez crisis. I n the 1920 Antwerp Games 
and the 1948 London Games, the loser 
nations f rom the wor ld wars were 
barred. Fol lowing the Bolshevik Revo­
lution, the Soviet Un i on stayed out o f 
Olympic competit ion unt i l the 1952 Hel-

! s inki Games. But never before have 
I strictly pragmatic pol it ical consider­

ations, as i n the case o f Canada v. Ta i -

Iwan, been thrust upon the Games, and 
the consequences are explosive. 

"We are vict ims of our own success," 
says Douglas Roby, a U.S. member of 
the ioc. "We have created the greatest 
forum i n the wor ld for polit ical state-

Iments. What happens on our stage at-
• tracts more attent ion than what happens 
* a t the Uni ted Nat ions." Television, 
f which estimates the audience for the 

Montreal Olympics at more than a b i l ­
l ion, has been a major factor. Mun ich 
demonstrated fully the shock value of 
the Olympics as the stage for global dra­
ma. The Black September terrorists who 
attacked the Israeli team in the Olym­
pic Village knew their act would com­
mand the world's attention as none 
other possibly could. 

The precedent set by Canada in 
Montreal gives far too much power to 
politicians. U n t i l now the I O C has held 
the exclusive r ight to determine which 
nations should participate; i t has banned 
both South Afr ica and Rhodesia for 
practicing apartheid i n the selection o f 
their Olympic teams. Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau i n effect annulled the 
i o c s power when, to placate Peking, he 
ordered that Ta iwan could not compete 
under the name Republic o f China. For 

the first t ime, the host country was su­
perseding the supranational I O C . 

Similar ly, the magnitude o f the Af­
rican boycott has placed the Games at 
the mercy o f pol i t ical blackmailers. The 
threat o f some future wi thdrawal from 
the Olympics by a bloc o f nations puts 
great pressure on the I O C — a n d now also 
on the host government—to exclude the 
object o f the boycotters' wrath, especial­
ly i f i t is only one small country. The 
Montreal walkout in protest against 
New Zealand was, to say the least, high­
ly selective, total ly symbolic. For one 
thing, i t was aimed at the presence in 
South Afr ica o f a racially integrated 
New Zealand team playing a non-Olym­
pic sport. For another, at least 25 other 
nations part ic ipat ing in this year's 
Olympics, inc luding France and the 
United K ingdom, have also sent teams 
to compete i n South Afr ica. A n Amer­
ican gymnastics team is scheduled to go 
there this week. 

The developments o f the past fort­
night are a l l the more a larming because 
the 1980 Olympics are scheduled for 
Moscow. Judging from Soviet newspa-

ETHIOPIAN ATHLETE PACKED FOR PULLOUT 
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pers last week, the bitter polit ical leg­
acy from Montrea l could have profound 
— a n d potential ly disastrous—effects on 
the Games i n Moscow. Comment ing on 
the Montreal events, Moscow's author­
itative Literary Gazette wrote: "The 
Olympic Games are not just a major 
sports festival but are one of the fronts 
of fierce struggle between the supporters 
and opponents o f international cooper­
ation and mutual understanding." By 
supporters, the Soviets mean their allies 
and T h i r d Wor ld nations; opponents are 
everybody else. 

• 
This attitude raises a number of 

gloomy questions. What if, for example, 
the Soviets decided to exclude a num­
ber o f countries f rom participating? 
New Zealand might be barred from 
competit ion i f the Soviets bowed to pres­
sure from the Africans. Chile and South 
Korea are archvi l lains on the Soviet list. 

The West Germans almost certainly 
face problems since their team includes 
members from West Berl in. The Sovi­
ets contend that West Berl in is an i n ­
dependent pol it ical entity and must have 
no ties w i t h West Germany. A n d what 
about Israel? The Arabs c la im that Is­
rael is il legally occupying Palestinian 
soil. Wou ld the Soviets invite a team 
from the P.L.O. and bar the Israelis? 
Even i f only a small part o f this sce­
nario developed, what might be the U.S. 
response? 

"The Olympics have become too po­
l it icized," says Secretary o f State Henry 
Kissinger, who rejected an invitat ion to 
visit the Montreal Games because o f the 
disputes. "They are supposed to be a 
sporting event for athletes. I t is the re­
sponsibility o f the Internat ional O l ym­
pic Committee to decide which athletes 
compete. The host country only provides 
the facilities and should have no say over 
the athletes' part ic ipat ion." The State 
Department considered pul l ing the U.S. 
team out o f Montrea l i n protest over 
Canada's handl ing o f the Ta iwan issue. 
Said a h igh State Department official 
last week, the potential complexities o f 
a Moscow Olympics obviously i n mind : 
"One th ing is certain, i f politics is 
not removed—and quick ly—the O lym­
pic Games have no future." 
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SILVER MEDALIST KATHY MCMILLAN 

A great leap forward. 

Matthes' four-year-old record o f 56.19 
sec. by .7 sec. "That ' s about the end of 
my swimming career," said Matthes; but 
he has a lot o f poolside t ime in his fu­
ture. His dot ing fiancee, who carefully 
handed her engagement ring to a judge 
before each race, is Golden G i r l Ender. 

Naber, however, was far from 
through. Af ter beating Matthes, he re­
treated to a t ra in ing room, turned off 
al l the lights and mental ly raced the 200-
meter freestyle. Less than an hour later 
he was racing it in reality. This t ime he 
left the start ing block punctually, but at 
the finish was .2 sec. off U.S.C. Team­
mate Bruce Furniss's world-record per­
formance o f 1:50.3. A n d Naber, too, had 
broken the record, by .2 sec. 

Other Amer i can gold medalists i n ­
cluded M ike Bruner, a 20-year-old Stan­
ford Univers i ty sophomore who shaved 
his head r ight down to his eyebrows to 
help himsel f w i n the 200-meter butter­
fly; John Hencken, a 22-year-old Stan­
ford graduate who set two wor ld rec­
ords for the 100-meter breaststroke in 
two days; Ma t t Vogel, a 19-year-old from 
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Fort Wayne, Ind . . who led the U.S. to a 
three-medal sweep in the 100-meter but­
terfly, and Br ian Goodell, the 17-year-
old Cal i fornia high schooler who shat­
tered wor ld records i n both the 400-
meter and 1.500-meter freestyle. 

A l though the U S . women's swim­
ming team had to settle for silvers, the 
crowd at the Olympic Pool d id get to 
savor one golden performance by an 
Amer ican g i r l . Jenni Chandler, a 17-
year-old high schooler f rom Lincoln, 
Ala., won a gold medal for a nearly flaw­
less performance in the three-meter 
springboard d iv ing event. Because, in 
part, o f one East German judge's chau­
vinistic preference for his countrywom­
en's div ing, Chandler was the clear fa­
vorite o f the crowd, which hissed loudly 
whenever she was given a low score. 
Through no fault o f her own, she was 
the target o f ant i -Amer ican catcalling 
in the Pan-American Games held in 

Mexico C i ty last year; she burst into 
tears at the boos, and st i l l finished 

first. I n Montreal , Chandler re­
sponded to the cheers w i th a re­

markably consistent series of 
dives into the ink-dark pool 
(colored that way to help 

the divers judge the surface). 
Throughout the week the 

spotlight was focused most intensely on 
the tr iumphs o f East bloc women and 
U.S. men, but as always, there were oth­
er moments o f glory, gallantry and gall: 

• Gymnast Shun Fuj imoto w i l l re­
turn to Japan next week wearing an 
Olympic gold medal—and a hip-to-an­
kle cast to lock his broken right knee. 
He injured i t dur ing the floor exercises 
in last week's team competitions but de­
cided to "forget about the pa in " and per­
form on the rings, his strongest event. 
Finishing w i t h a tr iple somersault and 
twist, the 26-year-old physical education 
teacher managed to keep his footing as 
he came down. " H o w he landed w i th ­
out collapsing is beyond my comprehen­
sion," said the doctor, Jean Paul Bedard, 
who examined Fujimoto afterward. 

• For a few happy hours on 
Wednesday, Margaret Murdock, 33, o f 
Topeka, Kans., the first woman U.S. 
shooting-team member to be in conten­
t ion for the gold medal i n the small­
bore rifle event, thought that she had 
won the gold. Correction of a clerical 
error left her tied for first place w i th 
Teammate Lar ry Bassham. Then re-ex­
aminat ion o f the final targets gave Bas­
sham, a 29-year-old A r m y captain from 
Texas, the gold. Bassham called the 
technicalities "arb i t rary rubbish," and 
when the medals were awarded, he i n ­
sisted that Murdock j o i n h i m at the top. 

• Russian Pentathlete Boris Onis-
chenko was quietly whisked f rom his 
room at the Olympic Village one night 
last week and dr iven to the airport for 
a hasty departure f rom Montreal . On-
ischenko, a 1972 silver medalist who was 
the favorite for the gold, had been caught 
using an electronically rigged epee that 
scored touches even when no contact 

had been made. Onischenko protested 
that the equipment he used was not his 
own. but that he had borrowed i t . 

The final week o f the Montreal 
Olympics w i l l inevitably add its quota 
o f such human errata to the history of 
the Games. But the ma in text w i l l be 
provided by the track and field athletes 
performing i n the $700 mi l l i on concrete 
stadium that hovers over the Olympic 
Park l ike the fossil o f some monstrous 
crustacean. A n d immediately the ab­
sence of Black Africa's runners was felt. 
I n the first day o f track heats. New Zea­
land's John Walker, the world's fastest 
rniler, failed even to qualify for the 800-
meter semi-finals. This was only a tune-
up for the 1,500-meter race Walker runs 
this Saturday—an event that w i l l not i n ­
clude Tanzania's record-holding Filbert 
Bayi—but the poor showing sti l l was un­
expected. " I wish Bayi were here," said 
Walker. " I lost my pacemaker." 

Russia's Valery Borzov, 26, the de­
fending champion in the 100 meters, had 
the opposite problem—plenty o f pace­
makers. After f l i r t ing w i th withdrawal , 
Jamaica decided to keep its engagement 
in Montreal , leaving Don Quarrie. a cur­
rent wor ld record holder, i n the race. 
I n , too, was Trinidad's Hasely Crawford. 
25, who won the 100-yard dash for East­
ern Michigan University i n last year's 
N C A A Championships. A n d stalking 
Borzov most obviously was Harvey 
Glance, a 19-year-old freshman from 
Auburn University. Glance won F r i ­
day's heat w i th the day's fastest time 
(10:23), and beat Borzov in the semi­
finals Saturday morning, but the finals 
were a different matter. Of f the blocks 
first was Tr inidad's Crawford, and there 
he stayed, fighting off Borzov midway, 
then Quarrie at the wire i n 10:06. Bor­
zov and Glance were t h i r d and fourth, 
as one o f the Olympics ' smallest coun­
tries ran off w i t h a big gold. 

The second week o f women's events 
promised to bear a marked resemblance 
to the first. The East German women, 
holders o f seven of the 14 records in 
track and field, took an immediate g i­
ant step forward when Angela Voigt, 25, 
won the long j u m p w i t h a leap of 22 ft. 
V2 in . R ight behind Voigt, and indeed, 
perhaps past her i f she had not fouled 
on her last try , was high-f lying Ka thy 
McMi l l an , 18, o f Raeford, N.C. Not 
since 1968 at Mexico C i ty had the U.S. 
women won a silver or gold. Saturday af­
ternoon the East German l ightning was 
hurled by R u t h Fuchs, 29, who dramat­
ically speared the hopes o f U.S. Cham­
pion K a t h y Schmidt w i t h an Olympic-
record jave l in throw o f 216 ft. 4 in . 
Schmidt's best, 209 ft. 10 in . , came on 
her last chance, and won the bronze. 

Meanwhile, her work over and her 
medals packed, Nadia Comaneci, the 
solemn muse o f the Games, could leave 
for a Black Sea vacation w i t h l itt le con­
cern that the second week o f the O lym­
pics would produce a star to outshine 
her. One cannot expect perfection too 
often. 
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