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Monday 7 2 July 6th, 1 9 6 4 

tEfje $)roperb> of a JLabp 

T H E S T . C Y P R I A N O F M A T T H I A S C O R V I N U S 

(266^) C Y P R I A N (Saint) [ O P E R A ] Ceci l i i Cypr ian i episcopi et mart i r is inc l i t i L ibe r 
De Hab i tu V i r g inum incipit , I L L U M I N A T E D M A N U S C R I P T ON V E L L U M , 198 //. (includ
ing the last 15 blank) collating in Kb with catchwords, plus one flyleaf, 37 lines, 
written in a very distinguished humanistic hand, headings and explicits in red 
capitals, spaces left blank for Creek words, French 18th-century black morocco 
over wooden boards, spine in compartments gilt, red morocco title label, the 
extreme tip of the border on f. 1 cut into in the lower margin, but otherwise with 
wide margins and IN V] RV F I N E CONDIT ION 

folio 021mm. by 230mm.) [Florence, c. 1460-70] 

P R O V E N A N C E 

(1) Matthias Corvinus. K ing of Hungary and Bohemia (1441-90), whose 
crowned coat-of-arms is at the foot of f. 1 (quarterly Hungary and Bohemia, 
Hunyadi in pretence), flanked by the initials M A (Matthias Augustus) . Th is is one 
of the simplest forms of his anus, no. I la in I ' raknoi 's classification. 

(2) Chret ien-Gui l laume de Lamoignon de Malesherbes (b. 1721, gui l lo
tined in 1744 but his l ibrary had been dispersed three years earlier), w i th the usual 
Lamoignon l ibrary label inside the upper cover and label at the foot of the spine 
(C 68-70). Recorded on p. 13 of the privately printed Lamoignon catalogue, 1784. 

(3) Count MacCarthy-Reagh, according to the entry in the Phil l ipps 
Catalogue, but not in the MacC'arthy sale catalogue, Paris 1815. 

(4) Sir Thomas Phil l ipps. MS. 4361, bought of Debure, 1824. 

C O N T E N T S 

This manuscript contains the major part of St. Cypr ian 's works : four
teen treatises, namely De hahitu virgnum (Migne, Pat. I.at., I V . 439), De lapsis 
(ib., 463), De ecclesiae Catholicae imitate (ib. 443), De Dominica oratione ( ib. 519), 
De mortalitate (ib. 582). He opere et elemosinis ( ib. 601). De bono patientiae ( ib. 
621). De :elo et Iivote l i b 637). Ad Demetrianum ( ib. 543), De origine idolorum 
(ib. 563). De saeramento (not traced in Migne), De bono martirii ( ib. 651) and 
Adversus ludeos ( ib. 4 1 9 ) ; forty-eight letters, including three to St. Cypr ian ; his 
Oratio (Migne, I V . 4 0 5 ) and the wrongly attr ibuted ( ena. St. Cypr ian , a 3rd-century 
Bishop of Carthage, met his death by mar ty rdom and his letters are much con
cerned wi th the moral problems posed by a period of persecution. ek
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July bth, 1964 

DfcC OR \ I JON 

Fol io 1 has a fine historiated in i t ia l D containing a half-length figure of 
the author . A long prolongation of white vineleaf ornament extends along the inner 
and upper margins. Ano ther panel of white vineleaf decoration in the lower 
marg in surrounds the arms of Matthias Corvinus, which are in a wreath held K 
two p u t t i . 

The manuscript contains four initials in gold on white vineleaf panels 
and th i r ty -s ix init ials in gold on blue, red and green panels patterned in white. 
Other init ia ls are in blue. The f o rm of these blue capitals is simple and dis
t inguished, and pages on which several appear (as in the treatise /V Sacramento) 
are very s t r ik ing . 

A l l this decoration is characteristically Florentine. 

The edges also retain their or ig inal gilt and painted ornament; the three 
edges are painted w i th floral volutes, and the fore-edge has the title painted in 
black and red in a long panel, C Y P R I A N , D l . H A I U I U . V IRGIN I . This is Buda work ; 
s imi lar edge decoration i x c u r s on at least fourteen other Corvinus MSS., including 
his G e o r g i u s Trapezuntius wr i t ten and i l luminated at Buda. I t is not found in 
conjunct ion w i th gilt leather bindings f r om the Buda workshop and probably w a s 
used only w i t h velvet bindings. 

The wr i t ing and decoration of this manuscript are both of exceptional 
d ist inct ion, as one would expect of a codex for one of the greatest of humanist 
kings, whose patronage of I tal ian scriptoria was at least as lavish as the richest of 
the native rulers. One hundred and seventy manuscripts from his l ibrary arc now 
known , but all except two or three are in public l ibraries. On ly four are in the 
U.S.A. (Pierpont Morgan L ib ra ry (2), Yale and New York Public l i b r a r y , Spencer 
Collection). There is no more desirable provenance for a humanistic manuscript. 

L I T E R A T I R F 

Comte P. Durr i eu . Bibliothèque de l'Ecole des Chartes, 1889, 41(>. 

L . E. Mun t z . Ixi bibliothèque de Mat bias Corvin. Notes Nouvelles in 

Bulletin du Bibliophile, Paris 1899, pp. 257-264. 

A . de Hevesy. I M bibliothèque du roi Matthias Corvin, 1923, p. 63, 

no. 28. 

Gug l i e lmo Fraknôi and others. Bihliotheca C o r v i n a , Budapest 1927, 
p. 69, no. 31 . 

[See I L L U S T R A T I O N ] i ^ T ^ C 0 
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w y i . K i S i m c i . m 

ii ia HitutaTift. fcrmís acnu 
rum boT»jf u.ciolio.-iwa^ifh*:*tíimin&> 

•indjníbí wiaTicr*~ ¡̂rnprr ^ctu^ttvr'dfo 
—• adpt'oim&a c-»ríc(}-ia erad diurna p_ 

hUnc <̂  ierran íjlubr* erad -
'"' f &̂É5̂ i&Jhjtf3 - f , > ' i . ' i n ^ l i ^ ' n Utalc: l-jlpfalini&locjmc' 
ípcnairicH Cor .rrictT Uifcíplí: ^ r r r i K fi'ixc rraíraturdcrmrnus cr 
percaci$druia tuto Ct»m rvarlcnrciro un cui. í t^uof . Er irernj 

»t« iufhficartor»fi' mcaa eraf 
(urní6frílarnrnrimi mnim peroe r uuro "Tu ¿uir od ifn chíc-tplmam 
crahmíh íennoner» m w - pofr re' E r dcmio Ir^muif. T>ifoplmam cíi 

M a n d a r a Pip:mf\rTncis«i» 
¿irrcpttmis Ftii nr nepjcvm* dtínpU .i ' j : d o nec deferens 4Í> «> cor 
rrpcu? QAICTNTI.dtltqurdmf* roiTipr Siarír rlcu:- cpinn dth^ir cro-
npiruremoider.fiTH'rrf, C J I . O ^ J cr maxtrix un'crdofrt non cdcninr 
f?d dih^imr ec& <Juô  iwvpuntf utf mcudenr Ĉ ñ deus per Hiercima 
«nttprjrdorcrtr er tempera n ra fiqnificaúir dtcrnf E r dako uctu^pi 
Íh>rf5 f c cund tnn cor rr.rum rrpa¡"ernr ti»*» p ifrrnrf* cíim difctplma 
Quod fi ni íenpeunt. Prncn* fVfijucriffr <r ubtcp dtíetplf na prfopimr 
Erfur.darricnorrn rd'̂ ic»iTi&ase fidn de obfrrtiatumc ¿C mnorr pro 
ficifcicxrr Qit-d 'iyo <~uotdtn«v apr^rrit^rpiid mJMJtft udlf actttyrf* 
rx<X> C Í T if i ' r.idt.-ibuo ftn-nrif. fixicv rrdoiniccLm nríf ííipfr 
pcrrarn.rofritfr:* moíf PoJidaru*. tncaneu*$i (Kuü ad pr^cc'lan v*\ tmbí 
nee» ft*rrnu& n r jcl díi muñera prrdiurna pi rcepr» urnianm**' Ccmli 
deranfr pa rn r r ac fnnirta templa de» íír»r m( mbra noftta a b o m m 
frec rmitaoacnm ¿nrxaivrlaiiacrt uiraltí- fnnArtanant pim^ifa riKtvo 
l^rt^a n?c pcUm fafthr'<|uOT<ío<jiutitofar A ip&rutoiatur Eorum 
nyj rr»r:p!orum cuítxrrt&A .rnnfhrro fitmu». >frtinrmt»tUt:cpiti5 
fetATfwccpnriuí, 'Patiltid m cpiíVchs fiu& dmr. ( Ju iu * n¿ n u n c u b 
mutndi; per diurna ma^tfrrnafornn'irr N(m e/íto urírn Empn r, 
rfhé pTjítio maojio clanf rarr A porrai . irirm m rtn-porr mt> C'.sn'i 
fucmu&crparrriouí .ifum pirro mimdo rot|v»¡r cf otfr iiiartcrnc 
Toelunf Erípu On^urrir cijníh rrdímpn íim^íf pn-tnnma ícruirw 
.fiAobfi-^tiia redei ^ton&iTif"" i í ) | nr»mu: Prinuft'^ ep r t in . nrqj 
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