( ORVINA

| Monday

| @
The Property of a ln

Tue Sr. CypriaN oF Ma1ZiAs, CorviNus

(366) Cvrnian (Suine) [Orera] Cecilii Cygiian kpiscopi et martiris incliti Liber
| De Habitu Virginum incipit, ILLUMINATED MANGSURIPT ON VELLUM, 198 I (includ-
ing the last 15 blank) collating in 10 wﬂ&
written in a very distinguished Jhunidnistic

French 18th-century black marocco

capitals, spaces left blank for
Tments pilt, red morocco title lahel, the

aver wooden boards, spine in co

catchwords, plus one flyleaf, 37 lines, ||
hand, headings and explicits in red |

cextreme tip of the border on f, A€ @ in the lower margin, but otherwise with ’
wide margins and N ViRY FINE(C3 ON |
| ( [ G (A2Tmm. by 230mm.) [Florence, c. 1460-70]

PROVENANCE

(1) Matthias

crowned coat-of-arms s
Hunyadi in pretence
of the simplest form

<I?iny of Hungary and Bohemia (1441-90), whose
e foot of . | (quarterly Hungary and Bohemia,
¢ the initials M A (Matthias Augustus). This is one
rms, no. Ia in Fraknoi's classification.
(2) © Sen- aume de Lamoignon de Malesherbes (b. 1721, guillo-
v had been dispersed three years earlier), with the usual
abet inside the upper cover and label at the foot of the spine
m p. 13 of the privately printed Lamoignon catalogue, 1784,

“ount” MuacCarthy-Reach, according to the entry in the Phillipps
ot in the MacCurnthy sale catalogue, Paris 1815,

Lamoignon libra
(C 68-70). |

563). De sucramento (not traced in Migne), De bono martirii (ih. 651) and
ddversus Tudeos (b 919); forty-cicht letters, including three to St. Cyprian; his
ratio (Migne, 1V, 905) and the wrongly attribuled € ena. St Cyprian. a 3rd-century
Bishop of Carthage, met his death by martyrdom and his letters are much con-
cerned with the moral problems posed by a period of persecution,

De zelo er livore (ib. 637), Ad Demetrianum (ib. 533), De origine idolorum |
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Decoration

Folio | has a fine historiated imuial D containing
the author. A long prolongation of white vincleaf ornument ¢
and upper margins. Another panel of white vineleaf
margin surrounds the arms of Matthias Corvinus, whic
| two putti.

[ The manuscript contains four initials in
and thirty-six initials in gold on blue, red and wrickn p
Other initials are in blue. The form of these blur—ty
tinguished, and pages on which several appear (as A |
are very striking.

ite vineleaf panels
s patterned in white
Als is simple and  dis-

All this decoration is charact tprentine.

ynd painted ormament: the three

The edges also retain their origy
fote-cdee has the title panted in

edges are painted with floral volutes,
black and red in a long panel, c YPRIAN v, viraise. This as Buda work:
similar edge decoration ovcurs on at least ten other Corvinus MSS.. including
! his Georgius Trapezuntius written/and illyminated at Buda. 1t is not found in
conjunction with gilt leather bindings [rmﬁahc Buda workshop and probably was
used only with velvet bindings.

this manuscript are both of exceptional
2 codex for one of the preatest of humanist
piptoria was at least s lavish as the richest of
seventy manuscripts from his library are now
are in public libraries.  Only four are in the

hrary (2), Yale and New York Public | ibrary, Spencer
more desirable provenance for a humanistic manuscripl.

The writing and d|
distinction, as one would ex)
kings, whose patronage QI
the native rulers. One hy
known, but all except 1
US.A. (Pierpont Mo
Collection). There i

‘ LITERATURE,

=
hile, Paris 1899, pp. 257-204.
evesy. La bibliothéque du roi Matthius Corvin, 1923, p. 63,

. Bulletin du

| no. 28,
‘ {elmo Frakn6i and others. Bibliotheca Corvina, Budapest 1927,

[See ILLUSTRATION]
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