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Csonked-Out

Jamming a chaw of Beech-Nut to-
bacco into his cheek, Larry Csonka
jumped into a blue Chevrolet pickup
truck and, with his older brother Joe at
the wheel, bounced down a deeply rut-
ted, brown dirt road to get a close look
at 80 acres of Ohio potato and corn fields
up for rent. “It's real good land,” Joe
said as they surveyed the rolling coun-
tryside in the fresh fall air, “It's got good
drainage and you can see the good crop
growing here.” Larry nodded. “We can
use the land,” he said. “Let’s take it.” Be-
fore climbing back into the truck, he
kneeled down and poked at the loamy
soil, picking up a 3-to-4-Ib. potato that
had been missed by the pickers.

Digging into eastern Ohio dirt was
not exactly what professional football’s
best fullback expected to be doing this
fall. He was set for his first season with
the Memphis Grizzlies of the World
Football League, a team he joined along

£ with two of his ex-Miami Dolphin team-
CHAWING TOBACCO AT HiIS OHIO FARM mates, Running Back Jim Kiick and
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tim of the '70s retrenchment in sport.
After a roaring decade of unprecedented
growth, i sport in some ways
looks like a Cinderella industry head-
ing toward midnight. Of the 23 teams
in the American Basketball Association
Baltimore Colts, and to appear on
ision shows at ABC and CBS. “Lar-

Hon abouk it says Atiomey Bob Woolf, : hot right now,” Keating crowed,
who has negotiated hundreds of con y the time they reached Cleveland-
tracts, “the pendulum is swinging back. kins International Airport on their

We‘r'emaperindorennuuum." y east, Csonka was a good deal cool-
"1 4oer. He and Keating learned that N.F.L.

Commissioner Pete Rozelle had ruled
against any W F.L. player's joining the
N.F.L. this season. His reason: Bassett
had threatened an antitrust suit against
the N.F.L. if the league tried 10 sign his
men. Csonka the realist shrugged his
massive ahh:;Idm. “Let’s face it,” he
said. “We a power play going. Now
I'have tostart thinking about next year,”
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