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Canadian-American Review of Hungarian Studies, V o l . I I , N o . 1 ( S p r i n g 1 9 7 5 ) . 

Travel Reports 
on Hungarian Settlements 

In Canada, 1905-1928* 
Pau l B d d y 

H i s t o r i c a l inves t i ga t ions o f ea r l y H u n g a r i a n sett lements i n 
Canada have made r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e use o f a va luab le c o n t e m p o r a r y 
source : repor ts b y t rave l lers w h o have observed ear ly i m m i g r a n t l i fe 
and recorded the i r impress ions. Th i s paper seeks to i l lus t ra t e the 
richness and va lue of these sources b y c o m m e n t i n g o n the most no t e 
w o r t h y t r a v e l repor ts o n H u n g a r i a n sett lements. 

The f i rs t pub l i shed c o m m e n t a r y a n d also the mos t s ign i f i cant 
r epor t o n the ear ly H u n g a r i a n sett lements is con ta ined i n the t r a v e l 
notes o f Reverend Peter A . V a y . l T h e a u t h o r was a h i g h - r a n k i n g 
c h u r c h d i g n i t a r y (aposto l ic p r o t o n a r y a n d t i t u l a r b i shop ) , a 
m iss i onary , and a no t ed in te rpre te r o f O r i e n t a l ar t w h o h a d v i s i t ed 
C h i n a , Korea , Japan, Siber ia a n d N o r t h A m e r i c a . Vay ' s general 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d , especial ly, his b r o a d know l edge o f As i a t i c a n d 
A m e r i c a n cu l tures , make h i m a qua l i f i ed c o m m e n t a t o r n o t o n l y o n 
i m m i g r a n t sett lements b u t also o n C a n a d i a n society i n 1905, the t ime 
of his v i s i t to the y o u n g d o m i n i o n . W h a t makes Vay 's t r a v e l notes 
even m o r e useful a n d in teres t ing is the i r spontaneous a n d un f in i shed 
f o r m : his r epo r t consists o f persona l c omments a n d ref lect ions r e co rd 
ed d u r i n g his j ou rney . These notes and observat ions p r o v i d e m a n y 
ins ights i n t o the l ives o f i m m i g r a n t s t o Canada a n d serve as a sugges
t i ve c o m m e n t a r y o n Canad i an socia l a n d po l i t i c a l l i fe at the t u r n o f 
the c en tu r y . 

O n a r r i v a l i n Canada , V a y p a i d b r i e f v is i ts to Quebec C i t y a n d 
M o n t r e a l . F r o m here he proceeded to O t t a w a where he was rece ived 
b y notab les o f C a n a d i a n p u b l i c l i fe i n c l u d i n g G o v e r n o r Genera l L o r d 
G r e y , P r i m e M i n i s t e r Sir W i l f r i d Laur i e r a n d Sir T h o m a s Shaugh-
nessy, the President o f the C a n a d i a n Paci f ic Ra i lway C o m p a n y . 

I n the C a n a d i a n cap i ta l V a y h a d h o p e d to o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n 
conce rn ing the H u n g a r i a n sett lements o f Wes te rn Canada , b u t h is 
inqu i r i e s appa r en t l y y i e l ded n o de f in i te results. H e was adv i sed t o go 

* T h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h i s a r t i c l e w a s m a d e poss ib l e t h r o u g h a r esearch g r a n t f r o m 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Research a n d Exchanges B o a r d , N e w Y o r k C i t y . 
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o n to W i n n i p e g where he w o u l d f i n d the necessary d i r ec t i ons . Vay ' s 
o w n e x p l a n a t i o n o f th i s r emarkab l e s i t u a t i o n best conveys the state o f 
k n o w l e d g e i n O t t a w a conce rn ing H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s : 

F r o m O t t a w a I s t r u c k o u t t o t h e p r a i r i e s i n o r d e r t o v i s i t t h e H u n g a r i a n s . N o 
one c o u l d g i v e m e d e f i n i t e i n f o r m a t i o n . I w a s t o l d m e r e l y t h a t i n W i n n i p e g I 
w o u l d r e ce i v e f u r t h e r ass is tance. T h e r e f o r e I w e n t o n t o W i n n i p e g . T h e 
j o u r n e y l a s t ed t w o d a y s a n d t w o n i g h t s w i t h t h e C a n a d i a n P a c i f i c . ^ 

O n his a r r i v a l i n W i n n i p e g , V a y was greeted b y a c r o w d o f 
several h u n d r e d f l a g -wav ing and cheer ing Hunga r i ans . He made g o o d 
use o f his stay i n this g r o w i n g centre o f i m m i g r a n t l i fe i n Canada . A s 
the A r c h b i s h o p ' s guest, he v i s i t ed re l i g ious , c u l t u r a l a n d socia l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s a n d managed to o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n o n the H u n g a r i a n 
c o m m u n i t y o f W i n n i p e g . H e also a t t ended recept ions g i v en b y Sir 
D a n i e l H . M a c m i l l a n , the L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r o f M a n i t o b a , a n d b y 
the M a n i t o b a C l u b . Vay ' s contacts p r o v i d e d h i m w i t h excel lent 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r ga in ing va luab l e g l impses i n t o C a n a d i a n socia l a n d 
p o l i t i c a l l i fe as the f o l l o w i n g r emarks o n his v i s i t to the M a n i t o b a 
C l u b suggest: 

. . . t h e M a n i t o b a C l u b s p o n s o r e d a r e c e p t i o n . I w a s f r a n k l y s u r p r i s e d t o see 
t h i s t a s t e f u l l y c o n s t r u c t e d a n d w e l l - a p p o i n t e d b u i l d i n g . I t i m p r e s s e d m e i n 
e v e r y respect as a f i rs t -c lass c l u b . T h e m e m b e r s w e r e o f s e r i ous b e a r i n g a n d 
w e l l - m a n n e r e d . A s I n o t e d , th i s is c o n s i d e r e d i m p o r t a n t a n d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
e f f o r t s a r e m a d e t o create a c u l t u r e d E n g l i s h i m p r e s s i o n . 

N o d o u b t , E n g l i s h i n f l u ence is o n the d e c l i n e i n C a n a d a . E n g l i s h 
d o m i n a t i o n has e n d e d a l o n g t i m e a g o . T h e c i t i z ens o f C a n a d a c o n s i d e r 
t h e i r c o u n t r y a s o v e r e i g n n a t i o n . E v e n m o r e d a n g e r o u s is the fac t t h a t t h e 
i n f l u e n c e o f t h e U n i t e d States is g a i n i n g g r o u n d e v e r y w h e r e . Espec ia l l y i n 
th e W e s t e r n p r o v i n c e s , p eop l e , i n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d ideas are c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y 
Y a n k e e t r a i t s . 3 

D u r i n g his W i n n i p e g v i s i t , Reverend V a y rece ived de ta i l ed 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n the l o c a t i o n o f the oldest H u n g a r i a n sett lements i n 
Saska tchewan . H i s m a i n purpose h a d been to v i s i t these c o m m u n i t i e s . 
F r o m W i n n i p e g V a y t rave l l ed t o K a p o s v a r a n d Esterhazy, the t w o 
m a i n centres o f H u n g a r i a n sett lement i n the C a n a d i a n Wes t . There he 
was rece ived w i t h j o y b y the l oca l settlers as the f i rst H u n g a r i a n 
c l e r g y m a n t o v i s i t t h e m . The event was ce lebrated w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l 
re l i g ious ceremonies a n d c o m m u n i t y fest iv i t ies . I t was a t tended b y 
l o ca l residents as w e l l as settlers f r o m the m o r e d i s tant , newer 
H u n g a r i a n sett lements. Reverend V a y h a d amp l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 
o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n o n the s i t u a t i o n o f the H u n g a r i a n co lon is ts o f 
Saska tchewan . F o l l o w i n g his v i s i t t o Esterhazy a n d Kaposva r , he 
spent some t i m e i n the m o r e recent ly establ ished H u n g a r i a n 
c o m m u n i t i e s n o r t h o f Reg ina. 

Vay ' s impress ion o f the H u n g a r i a n co lonies are h i g h l y 
in te res t ing . I n his v i ew , the sett lements were prosperous a n d 
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successful p ioneer c o m m u n i t i e s . He recognized that the i r general 
we l l -be ing was the accomp l i shment o f those settlers w h o h a d come to 
Canada since the mid-1880 's a n d h a d t r a n s f o r m e d the w i l d pra i r i es 
i n t o p rosperous f a r m i n g c o m m u n i t i e s t h r o u g h years o f persistence a n d 
s t renuous e f f o r t . The hardsh ips t h a t the ear ly co lonis ts h a d faced 
t h r o u g h o u t the years h a d been r e w a r d e d t h r o u g h the es tab l i shment o f 
prosperous c o m m u n i t i e s . A c c o r d i n g to V a y , a sense o f sa t i s fac t ion 
and achievement character ized the general a t t i tude of the H u n g a r i a n 
settlers. 

Reverend V a y also c o m m e n t e d o n the process o f a s s im i l a t i on 
w h i c h he saw t a k i n g place a m o n g the i m m i g r a n t s of the C a n a d i a n 
West . He be l ieved tha t the es tab l ishment o f successful f a r m i n g 
c o m m u n i t i e s was an essential pa r t o f the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f newcomers 
f r o m C e n t r a l a n d Eastern Europe i n t o Canad ian cit izens. A c c o r d i n g to 
h i m this t r a n s f o r m a t i o n was especial ly ev ident i n the change o f 
personal values and psycho log i ca l a t t i tudes of the i m m i g r a n t s . V a y 
saw a di f ference i n the speed w i t h w h i c h the process o f Canad ian i za -
t i o n w o r k e d a m o n g the va r i ous e thn ic g roups . H e t h o u g h t tha t Slav ic 
a n d G e r m a n i m m i g r a n t s adapted to C a n a d i a n ways m o r e r a p i d l y t h a n 
H u n g a r i a n s w h o tended to c l ing to the i r language and customs longer . 
A t the same t ime V a y observed tha t second-generat ion H u n g a r i a n s 
h a d genera l ly adop t ed C a n a d i a n hab i t s a n d a t t i tudes . 

Reverend Vay 's t r ave l notes also p r o v i d e interest ing i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n H u n g a r i a n miners a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k e r s i n Canada at the t i m e 
of his v i s i t . He had v i s i t ed Le thbr idge a n d the Crow's-nest Pass area o f 
A l b e r t a where m a n y H u n g a r i a n s w o r k e d i n l oca l coa l -mines . I n L e th 
br idge , the H u n g a r i a n miners were genera l ly satisf ied, b u t i n the 
Crow 's-nest Pass reg ion the s i t u a t i o n was d i f f e rent . There , w o r k i n g 
c ond i t i ons were unsafe, m i n e accidents f requent , and the i m m i g r a n t 
w o r k e r s dissat isf ied a n d d i s i l lus i oned . Vay ' s comments o n th is r eg i on 
are remin iscent of repor ts o n i n d u s t r i a l c ond i t i ons i n n ine teenth 
c en tu ry E n g l a n d : 

E v e n i f n o e x p l o s i o n s t a k e p lace , the r e g i o n is d a r k a n d m o u r n f u l . B l e a k . I 
h a v e n e v e r seen a d a r k e r , b l e a k e r r e g i o n . T h e sha f ts are p l a c ed a l o n g the 
n a r r o w r i d g e , c h i m n e y a f t e r c h i m n e y . . . a l l v o m i t i n g b l a c k s u f f o c a t i n g 
s m o k e . O u r u n f o r t u n a t e e m i g r a t e d c o m p a t r i o t s ! T h e y feel d e e p l y th e b l e a k 
a t m o s p h e r e o f t h i s s a d d e n i n g l andscape . T h e y are f u l l o f c o m p l a i n t s . B u t 
w h a t c a n t h e y do? H e r e t h e y have e a r n i n g s t o secure t h e i r l i v i n g . T h e y 
w o u l d g l a d l y r e t u r n h o m e at a n y t i m e . . . B u t n o n e o f t h e m w i l l e ve r 
r e t u r n . . 

A br i e f v i s i t t o N i aga ra Falls gave V a y ano the r g l impse o f the l i fe 
o f H u n g a r i a n w o r k e r s i n Canada . Near the f amous cataract , 
H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s were e m p l o y e d i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a 
hydro -e l e c t r i c p o w e r s t a t i on . Here , t o o , accidents were f requent 
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a m o n g the w o r k e r s , mos t o f w h o m were i n v o l v e d i n dangerous 
t u n n e l l i n g a n d u n d e r g r o u n d b l as t ing ope ra t i ons . 

As ide f r o m these a n d o ther sketches o f H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t l i f e , 
Vay ' s t r a v e l notes c o n t a i n re f lect ions o n Canada . A n ent i re chapte r o f 
h is w o r k is devo t ed to an analysis o f p o l i t i c a l a n d social deve lopments 
i n the c o u n t r y . A s the mos t d r a m a t i c feature o f the y o u n g d o m i n i o n 
he s ing led o u t the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a n a t i o n a l r a i l w a y sys tem w h i c h i n 
t u r n was m a k i n g the c o l o n i z a t i o n o f Wes t e rn Canada possible. I n 
discussing the C a n a d i a n sett ler, V a y made an in teres t ing obse r va t i on . 
He felt t ha t Canad i an pioneer 's o u t l o o k o n l i fe was an i m p o r t a n t 
ing red i en t o f the emerg ing C a n a d i a n c u l t u r a l a n d social m i l i e u . Th i s 
o u t l o o k V a y de f ined as a d ed i ca t i on t o the set t lement o f Canada a n d 
an awareness o f the va lue o f the European her i tage. He cons idered 
th is a t t i t u d e a sharp contras t t o the u n b r i d l e d ma t e r i a l i sm of the 
U n i t e d States a n d a p r o m i s i n g f o u n d a t i o n f o r the deve lopement o f 
C a n a d i a n cu l tu r e . Bu t V a y was aware o f the dangers inheren t i n the 
i n f l u x o f large masses o f i m m i g r a n t s t o the C a n a d i a n West . H i s 
impress ions of Canad i an society a n d his feelings o f apprehens ion 
r ega rd ing the c o n t i n u e d s u r v i v a l a n d g r o w t h o f a d i s t inc t C a n a d i a n 
cu l tu r e are conveyed by - the f o l l o w i n g passage: , 

C u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t i n C a n a d a f o l l o w s the t r a d i t i o n s o f E n g l a n d a n d n o t 
those o f A m e r i c a . . . . M a n has n o t y e t c o m p l e t e l y b e c o m e a m a c h i n e , l i f e 
does n o t e x c l u s i v e l y m e a n d r u d g e r y . T h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f w o r k a n d l e i sure is 
m o r e p r o p o r t i o n a l . A n d a b o v e a l l , the v a l u e o f g o l d is n o t as o v e r e s t i m a t e d , 
t h e s t r u g g l e f o r m o n e y n o t y e t despe ra t e . 

I n s h o r t , t h e m o r a l aspects o f l i f e are n o t y e t c o m p l e t e l y s a c r i f i c ed t o 
m a t e r i a l p u r p o s e s . Feel ings are n o t c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d b y the s t rugg l e f o r 
ex i s tence , o r m o r e c o r r e c t l y f o r w e l l - b e i n g . T h e f a m i l y , the h o m e , t h e 
n a t i o n are s t i l l idea ls o f happ ines s . L o v e , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , l o y a l t y are s t i l l 
i n f l u e n t i a l . 

T h e c o n t i n u o u s l y i n c r e a s i n g i m m i g r a t i o n a n d r a p i d d e v e l o p m e n t m a k e 
the p r e s e r v a t i o n o f h i g h ideas a n d idea l s d i f f i c u l t . T h e dange r is e spec ia l l y 
a cu t e t h a t a m o n g the m i x e d p o p u l a t i o n s o f the W e s t e r n t e r r i t o r i e s th e o l d 
t r a d i t i o n s a n d soc ia l c u s t o m s w i l l n o t f l o u r i s h t o th e ex t en t t h a t t h e y d o i n 
th e Eas t e rn p r o v i n c e s . B r i e f l y , I m e a n the d a n g e r t h a t t h e so - ca l l ed 
A m e r i c a n i s m o r m a t e r i a l i s m w i l l c o n q u e r th e n e w g e n e r a t i o n . 5 

A n o t h e r h i g h l y in teres t ing r epo r t o n the ear ly settlers can be 
f o u n d i n the pub l i c repor ts a n d u n p u b l i s h e d papers o f Ferenc 
H o f f m a n n . The a u t h o r was a professor o f economics at the 
A g r i c u l t u r a l A c a d e m y o f Kassa w h o m the H u n g a r i a n M i n i s t r y o f 
A g r i c u l t u r e h a d sent t o N o r t h A m e r i c a t o s t u d y a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d 
h o r t i c u l t u r a l t echno logy . H i s f i rs t t r i p was to the U n i t e d States a n d 
M e x i c o i n 1907. H i s second, l as t ing f r o m M a r c h , 1909 t o June, 1910, 
was devo t ed comple t e l y t o Canada . H o f f m a n n ' s u n p u b l i s h e d r epor t s 
a n d p u b l i s h e d art ic les are based o n the impress ions a n d i n f o r m a t i o n 
he ga ined d u r i n g his v i s i t s . ^ 
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O f p r i m a r y interest t o the present d iscussion is his C a n a d i a n t r i p 
a n d h i s r ecorded observat ions . I n the i n i t i a l phase o f h is C a n a d i a n 
v i s i t he establ ished contacts w i t h l ead ing author i t i e s i n the f i e ld o f 
ag r i cu l tu re i n M o n t r e a l a n d O t t a w a . He v i s i t ed the M a c d o n a l d 
A g r i c u l t u r a l A c a d e m y i n St. A n n e de Bel levue near M o n t r e a l a n d 
rece ived de ta i l ed i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m its d i r ec to r , I . W . Robe r t son . H e 
also made the acquaintance o f G . T . Be l l , a membe r o f the b o a r d o f the 
G r a n d T r u n k R a i l w a y System. I n O t t a w a he received assistance f r o m 
the Federal M i n i s t e r of A g r i c u l t u r e , Sydney Fisher, a n d W i l l i a m 
Saunders, the D i r e c t o r of the C e n t r a l Exper imenta l F a r m . These 
contacts n o t o n l y p r o v i d e d h i m w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n o n C a n a d i a n 
a g r i c u l t u r a l t echno logy , b u t f ac i l i t a t ed the second i m p o r t a n t purpose 
of h is t r i p : the s tudy o f H u n g a r i a n sett lements i n Wes t e rn Canada . - 7 

Ferenc H o f f m a n n f i rs t encountered H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s i n 
W i n n i p e g , where he observed the a r r i v a l a n d sett lement of n e w 
i m m i g r a n t s . H i s observa t ions are s u m m a r i z e d i n an ar t i c l e pub l i shed 
i n H u n g a r y f o l l o w i n g his r e t u r n . 8 N o t e w o r t h y is the au thor ' s v i v i d 
desc r i p t i on o f scenes o f H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s a r r i v i n g at I m m i g r a n t 
H a l l . H o f f m a n n also gave an account o f the i m m i g r a n t s ' f i r s t 
C a n a d i a n impress ions. I n the course of the i r j ou rney v i a C P R t ra ins t o 
W i n n i p e g , they no t ed the p ra c t i c a l i t y o f k i t chen fac i l i t ies a n d 
adjustable sleeping beds. O n a r r i v a l , they were escorted i n t o t e m 
p o r a r y quar te rs i n I m m i g r a t i o n H a l l a n d o f fered w a r m showers a n d 
meals c o o k e d b y na t i ve H u n g a r i a n peasant chefs. A l l th is made a 
p r o f o u n d impress ion o n peasants w h o were n o t at a l l accustomed to 
such t r ea tment . I n ano ther obse r va t i on the a u t h o r re ferred to the 
ins t inc t i v e tendency o f new a r r i va l s to r ema in a t tached to 
f e l l o w - i m m i g r a n t s h a i l i n g f r o m the i r na t i v e v i l l age o r nea rby d i s t r i c t s . 
H o f f m a n n in te rpre ted th is b e h a v i o u r as a n a t u r a l defense mechan i sm 
of the peasant i m m i g r a n t i n the face of the strange C a n a d i a n soc iety . 
Fu r the rmor e , he no ted , th is p a t t e r n of assoc iat ion genera l ly f o r m e d 
the basis o f g r o u p sett lements o n the Saskatchewan pra i r i es , n o t o n l y 
because o f the i m p o r t a n c e o f r e l a t ing t o a f a m i l i a r c o m m u n i t y , b u t 
also because f r equen t l y i m m i g r a n t s c o m i n g f r o m a ce r ta in r eg i on o f 
H u n g a r y h a d s imi la r soc ia l -economic status. T h u s i m m i g r a n t s f r o m 
nor theas t e rn H u n g a r y were genera l ly dest i tute , w h i l e those f r o m 
western a n d sou the rn H u n g a r y possessed modest f i nanc ia l resources. 

Perhaps the mos t in teres t ing p o i n t o f H o f f m a n n ' s r epo r t is the 
d iscuss ion o f H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s e t t l e m e n t . 0 H e no t ed t w o general 
types of set t lement . The f i rst was homestead f a n n i n g o n the Sas
k a t c h e w a n p la ins . T h i s course was open t o those w h o possessed 
f inanc i a l resources suf f ic ient f o r the purchase o f f a r m imp l ements a n d 
f a r m an ima l s . T h e second was the o c c u p a t i o n o f forested homesteads, 
usua l l y near W i n n i p e g , where forest c l ear ing p r o v i d e d basic m a i n -
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tenance u n t i l such t ime as the cap i ta l r equ i r ed f o r homestead f a r m i n g 
was i n h a n d . Those l a c k i n g f i nanc i a l resources usua l l y chose th is 
course. H o f f m a n n n o t e d tha t the m a j o r i t y o f newcomers be longed t o 
th is g r o u p . 

The f i rs t t ype o f sett lement usua l l y e vo l v ed i n the f o l l o w i n g 
manne r . A f t e r the select ion o f a homestead, a r u d i m e n t a r y shelter was 
b u i l t : a large tent , m u d or w o o d e n s t ruc ture . Later pe rmanen t f a r m 
bu i l d ings were erected. Since no s igni f icant income c o u l d be expected 
i n the f i rs t three years, the settler a n d his f a m i l y sought e m p l o y m e n t i n 
nearby t o w n s d u r i n g the w i n t e r . A f t e r the f i rst three years o f f a r m i n g , 
the homestead was usua l l y we l l -deve loped and p r o v i d e d suf f ic ient 
income f o r the maintenance o f the f a m i l y . 

The second type was qu i t e d i f f e rent . The settler, h a v i n g no funds 
of his o w n , f irst had to o b t a i n t e m p o r a r y e m p l o y m e n t i n W i n n i p e g 
t h r o u g h the assistance of the i m m i g r a t i o n of f ice. F r o m his earnings he 
purchased the bare necessities w h i c h enab led h i m to o c cupy a forested 
homestead . These inc luded a pa i r o f axes, a saw, f o o d f o r f ive o r six 
days a n d a r a i l w a y t i cket to his des t ina t i on , usua l l y Spurgrave o r 
W o o d r i d g e . A f t e r h is a r r i v a l , he selected a n ava i lab le homestead a n d 
began c l ea r ing the forest? Usua l l y he sh ipped l u m b e r t o W i n n i p e g , b u t 
he c o u l d also sell i t to the loca l merchan t , w h o made handsome p r o f i t s 
o n the t r ansac t i on . A s the forest was cleared, an area was p repared f o r 
p l a n t i n g . I n i t i a l l y garden vegetables were p l an t ed , la ter they were 
replaced w i t h g ra in . P o u l t r y a n d o ther f a r m an imals were k e p t . 
F ishing a n d h u n t i n g of c a r i b o u a n d moose p r o v i d e d supp l emen ta r y 
sources o f i ncome . 

H o f f m a n n repor ted tha t , a l t h o u g h the second type o f set t lement 
d i d p r o v i d e basic maintenance , the settler was easi ly d iscouraged b y 
the s l o w progress made i n c l ear ing the l a n d . A s a resul t , i t was a 
f requent pract ice to sell these homesteads after three years o f occu
pancy . These sales cons t i tu t ed , i n effect, the real earnings of the 
homestead fa rmer f o r three years of h a r d w o r k . C o m p a r i n g the 
average sale pr ice of these homesteads w i t h the average earnings o f 
i n d u s t r i a l w o r k e r s i n the U n i t e d States, the a u t h o r conc luded tha t the 
C a n a d i a n i m m i g r a n t was genera l ly bet ter o f f t h a n an A m e r i c a n i m m i 
g rant w o r k e r . Consequent l y , a rgued H o f f m a n n , the H u n g a r i a n i m m i 
g rant t o Canada ough t t o be cons idered as a t e m p o r a r y res ident , 
c omparab l e to the i m m i g r a n t s i n the U n i t e d States w h o in t ended t o 
r e t u r n t o H u n g a r y af ter sav ing a c e r ta in a m o u n t o f m o n e y . 

A n o t h e r p o i n t re lated b y H o f f m a n n is an account o f h is conver 
sations w i t h J. Bruce W a l k e r , the Commiss i one r o f I m m i g r a t i o n i n 
W i n n i p e g . The Canad i an o f f i c ia l was f a v o r a b l y impressed w i t h the 
a b i l i t y o f the H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t to adjust to the s impl i c i t i es o f 
p ioneer l i f e . W a l k e r exp la ined t o his v i s i t o r tha t the H u n g a r i a n 
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i m m i g r a n t was especial ly adept i n bear ing the hardsh ips of homestead 
sett lement. He also stressed the a b i l i t y o f i m m i g r a n t s to organize a 
t r a d i t i o n a l w a y o f l i fe w i t h i n the conf ines o f a f a r m a n d h o m e 
cons t ruc ted b y themselves. H u n g a r i a n settlers, f u r t h e r m o r e , were 
k n o w n i n Wes te rn Canada f o r the i r s t r ong a t tachment t o the l a n d . 
F ina l l y , the Commiss i one r pra ised H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s f o r the i r 
judgement a n d know l edge o f l a n d sui tab le f o r f a r m i n g . O n the la t t e r 
p o i n t Wa lk e r ' s c omments are w o r t h q u o t i n g : 

H e e x a m i n e s the s o i l b y t o u r i n g the fo res ts a n d p ra i r i e s f o r d a y s a n d w e e k s , 
t e s t i n g s o i l c o n d i t i o n s . H e obse r ves the l o c a t i o n o f trees a n d the c o n d i t i o n o f 
hayg rass . H e seeks o u t g en t l e s lopes t o f a c i l i t a t e the f l o w o f w a t e r . H e 
pre fe rs areas w i t h a i r passage, e spec ia l l y i n f o res t ed areas, because t h e y 
decrease the d a n g e r o f f r o s t . Because o f these e x t r a o r d i n a r y p e r c e p t i o n s o f 
f a r m i n g , H u n g a r i a n set t lers are f r e q u e n t l y chosen as gu ides o f n e w 
c o l o n i s t s . ^ 

The Commiss i one r of I m m i g r a t i o n also had some c r i t i c a l 
c o m m e n t s o n the H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t . He though t tha t H u n g a r i a n s 
were s t r ong l y a t tached to na t i ve customs a n d resisted the a d o p t i o n o f 
Canad i an ways . A s a result o f these a t t i tudes , the H u n g a r i a n i m m i 
grant made ve ry s l ow progress i n l ea rn ing Engl ish. The C o m m i s s i o n e r 
added tha t the Canad ian gove rnmen t w i shed to assist the i m m i g r a n t 
i n spite o f these ob jec t ionable t r a i t s . Such assistance t o o k the f o r m o f 
reduced r a i l fares, emergency rel ief , l u m b e r grants f r o m c r o w n l a n d s , 
j o b assistance a n d free med ica l care. Th i s p o l i c y was designed t o foster 
conf idence be tween the i m m i g r a n t a n d the Canad ian g o v e r n m e n t . I n 
the w o r d s of the Commiss i one r : "The nearer the g o v e rnmen t comes 
to the i m m i g r a n t , the nearer the i m m i g r a n t comes to the g o v e r n m e n t . 
I t makes h i m a bet ter c i t i z en . " 

H o f f m a n genera l ly agreed w i t h th is assessment o f the H u n g a r i a n 
peasant i m m i g r a n t . I n his v i ew , the H u n g a r i a n peasant c o n t i n u e d his 
t r a d i t i o n a l w a y o f l i fe i n Canada . I n the new e n v i r o n m e n t he 
cons t ruc t ed l o g houses covered b y a tha tched or w o o d e n r o o f . H i s 
f a m i l y w o r e c l o t h i n g t r a d i t i o n a l l y w o r n i n H u n g a r y . N e w w i n t e r 
c l o t h i n g was prepared f r o m furs ob ta ined t h r o u g h h u n t i n g i n Canada . 
Food was prepared essentially i n the H u n g a r i a n sty le , w i t h the excep
t i o n tha t tea a n d coffee were n o w consumed i n great quant i t i e s . 
Such a l i fe-sty le seemed s imple i n cont ras t t o m o d e r n C a n a d i a n 
customs, b u t f o r the H u n g a r i a n peasant i t represented an 
advantageous b l e n d o f H u n g a r i a n t r a d i t i o n and C a n a d i a n economic 
o p p o r t u n i t y . C o n c e r n i n g the t r a d i t i o n a l a t t i tudes o f the H u n g a r i a n 
i m m i g r a n t H o f f m a n n r e m a r k e d tha t i m m i g r a n t s w h o came to Canada 
d i r e c t l y f r o m H u n g a r y exh ib i t ed a v e r y s t rong a t t achment t o t r a 
d i t i o n s . H e n o t e d tha t the acqu i s i t i on o f the Eng l i sh language was 
n a t u r a l l y d i f f i cu l t g i v en the c ircumstances of p ioneer l i f e . H e 
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m e n t i o n e d t w o specific causes o f the H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s ' 

ind i f ference t o C a n a d i a n soc i e ty : f i r s t , the l a ck o f adequate re l i g i ous 

leadership and pas tora l care f o r the H u n g a r i a n c o m m u n i t i e s , a n d 

second , the fact tha t m o r e H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s p l a n n e d to r e t u r n to 

H u n g a r y after several years o f C a n a d i a n r e s i d e n c e . 1 1 H i s assessment 

of th i s ques t i on is summar i z ed i n the f o l l o w i n g m a n n e r : 

Set t l e rs c o m i n g f r o m the o l d c o u n t r y w i l l a l w a y s r e m a i n s t r ange r s t o 
C a n a d i a n soc i e t y . C h i l d r e n o f s c h o o l age l e a r n E n g l i s h i n C a n a d i a n s choo l s . 
E v e n i n H u n g a r i a n c o m m u n i t i e s n o m o r e t h a n t w o h o u r s pe r w e e k o f 
H u n g a r i a n l a n g u a g e i n s t r u c t i o n a re a v a i l a b l e . These i n c l u d e the t o w n s h i p s 
o f O t t h o n , Bekeva r , Kaposvár , Esterházy, Székely fö ld , Má tyás f ö ld , 
H o w e l l a n d Es t e van . I n m i x e d s e t t l emen t s c h i l d r e n c a n l e a r n H u n g a r i a n 
o n l y at the expense o f t h e i r p a r e n t s . I n th e f a m i l y , H u n g a r i a n is s p o k e n a t a l l 
t i m e s , b u t i n m i x e d s e t t l emen ts E n g l i s h is used o u t s i d e th e f a m i l y c i r c l e . 12 

These br ie f references to the C a n a d i a n repor ts o f Ferenc 
H o f f m a n n i l lus t ra te the i r va lue as source mater ia ls o n H u n g a r i a n 
i m m i g r a n t l i fe . T h e y are p a r t i c u l a r l y in teres t ing as eva lua t i ons o f the 
social a t t i tudes of H u n g a r i a n i m m : 3 r a n t s at the t ime of the i r e n t r y i n t o 
C a n a d i a n society. I n a d d i t i o n , they p r o v i d e a c o n t e m p o r a r y 
v i e w p o i n t o n the complex process o f t r a n s i t i o n f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l 
European society t o modern i z ed C a n a d i a n ways . I t wou ld ! be there fore 
desirable to make the unpub l i shed repor ts of Ferenc H o f f m a n n 
ava i lab le to researchers i n the f i e ld o f i m m i g r a t i o n a n d e thn ic h i s t o r y . 

The t h i r d r epor t o n H u n g a r i a n s i n Canada to be discussed i n th is 
paper is the comprehens ive t r a v e l c o m m e n t a r y of the H u n g a r i a n 
j ou rna l i s t , Ödön Pa i zs . 1 ^ The a u t h o r h a d t o u r e d Canada i n 1928 w i t h 
the specific purpose o f d i scove r ing and r e p o r t i n g o n the C a n a d i a n -
H u n g a r i a n c o m m u n i t i e s . The p u b l i c a t i o n can best be descr ibed as 
a h i g h - q u a l i t y j ourna l i s t i c r epo r t o f H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t l i fe i n 
1928. I ts va lue as an h i s t o r i ca l r eco rd can be seen i n its p o r t r a y a l 
of H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s at a c r i t i c a l stage of the h i s t o r y of C a n a d i a n 
i m m i g r a t i o n : at a t ime w h e n ag ra r i an sett lements had a l r eady reached 
the i r peak and the beg innings of u r b a n i m m i g r a n t l i fe c o u l d be o b 
served. T h e r epor t focuses o n those issues w h i c h p l ayed p r o m i n e n t 
roles f o r H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s at tha t da t e : the s t a b i l i t y o f the 
establ ished Wes te rn sett lements, the transience o f u r b a n i m m i g r a n t s 
a n d the a t t i tudes o f the C a n a d i a n g o v e rnmen t t o w a r d these h i g h l y 
d isparate segments o f i m m i g r a n t society. 

The mos t i m p o r t a n t theme o f the a u t h o r is the ear ly phase o f 
u r b a n l i fe a m o n g H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s i n Canada . T h e c l a r i f i c a t i o n 
of th is c omp l ex social process r equ i r ed i n the f i rst place an assessment 
of the p r e d o m i n a n t l y r u r a l H u n g a r i a n sett lements a n d the i r r o l e i n 
subsequent u r b a n i z a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g to Paizs, H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s 
i n 1928 were p r e d o m i n a n t l y residents o f r u r a l Saskatchewan. O n l y a 
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f r a c t i o n o f Hungar i ans were u rban i z ed and sett lement outs ide o f 
Saskatchewan was ins ign i f i cant a n d o f recent o r i g i n . I n v i e w o f the 
c qncen t r a t i on of H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s i n Western Canada , the 
t o w n s a n d cities l oca ted i n the West became the earliest centres o f 
H u n g a r i a n u r b a n l i fe . Paizs discussed especial ly the roles o f W i n n i p e g 
and Le thbr idge as i m m i g r a n t u r b a n centres. He no t ed tha t H u n g a r i a n 
sett lement i n W i n n i p e g da ted b a c k t o the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y . 
Nevertheless a pe rmanent H u n g a r i a n c o m m u n i t y emerged o n l y after 
1925. The a u t h o r considered i m p o r t a n t i n th is respect the f o r m a t i o n o f 
H u n g a r i a n c o m m u n i t y o rgan i za t i ons , H u n g a r i a n churches a n d o f a 
smal l g r o u p of u r b a n profess ionals of H u n g a r i a n descent. I n spite o f 
these encourag ing signs of an i m m i g r a n t u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n , h o w e v e r , 
the a u t h o r r e m a r k e d that W inn ipeg ' s H u n g a r i a n p o p u l a t i o n be longs 
essential ly to an unstab le , t rans ient l abour force seeking e m p l o y m e n t 
or m o v i n g o n to o ther reg ions. W i n n i p e g was therefore p r i m a r i l y a 
t rans i t s t a t i on f o r Hunga r i ans i n 1928. 

Le thbr idge h a d also been an establ ished centre o f H u n g a r i a n 
i m m i g r a n t s . The f i rst to settle there were miners , p r e v i ous l y e m p l o y e d 
in Eastern U n i t e d States mines , w h o , a cco rd ing to Paizs' i n f o r m a t i o n , 
a r r i v ed i n Le thbr idge i n 1893. Later , o thers j o i n ed them a n d o b t a i n e d 
e m p l o y m e n t i n the coa l mines . A t the t ime o f the r epo r t , the L e t h 
br idge H u n g a r i a n c o m m u n i t y n u m b e r e d abou t 100 fami l i es . L e t h 
br idge cons t i tu t ed , howeve r , n o t so m u c h an u r b a n centre, b u t 
p r i m a r i l y an i n d u s t r i a l c o n cen t r a t i o n l oca ted i n a r u r a l e n v i r o n m e n t . 
As a result , no s ign i f i cant u r b a n i z a t i o n o r p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h was 
expected there. 

M o r e i m p o r t a n t as po t en t i a l u r b a n i m m i g r a n t centres were the 
cities o f Eastern Canada . But i n 1928 o n l y the beg innings of an u r b a n 
i m m i g r a n t p o p u l a t i o n c o u l d be observed here as w e l l . T o r o n t o , 
accord ing to the H u n g a r i a n r epo r t , was a t rans i t s t a t i on f o r 
H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s . O n l y a v e ry sma l l g r o u p o f p e r m a n e n t l y 
establ ished merchants , t radesmen o r w o r k e r s of H u n g a r i a n descent 
resided i n the c i t y . O s h a w a of fered e m p l o y m e n t to a sma l l g r o u p o f 
sk i l l ed a u t o m o b i l e w o r k e r s . Paizs cons idered H a m i l t o n the real centre 
of H u n g a r i a n u r b a n l i fe i n Eastern Canada . A t the t ime o f h is v i s i t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1,500 H u n g a r i a n s l i v e d there . The core of the H u n 
ga r i an p o p u l a t i o n was a substant ia l g r o u p of sk i l l ed a n d u n s k i l l e d 
w o r k e r s . Fu r the rmor e , a n act ive socia l a n d c u l t u r a l l i fe f l ou r i shed 
a m o n g H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s . The a u t h o r no t ed p a r t i c u l a r l y the roles 
of mus i ca l and l i t e r a r y p rog rams , the presence o f H u n g a r i a n c o m 
m u n i t y g roups a n d the sponsorsh ip o f Eng l i sh language classes f o r 
i m m i g r a n t s . S i gn i f i cant l y , one o f the t w o H u n g a r i a n newspapers i n 
Canada at the t ime was pub l i shed i n H a m i l t o n : the Kanadai Magyar 
Nepszava [Canad ian H u n g a r i a n Vo i ce of the People ] . 
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These sketches o f i m m i g r a n t c o m m u n i t i e s are supp l emented b y a 
series o f c o n t e m p o r a r y persona l s tatements , ob ta ined b y the a u t h o r i n 
the course o f h is C a n a d i a n t o u r , c once rn ing the f i r s t phase o f 
i m m i g r a n t u r b a n i z a t i o n i n Canada . T h e y consist i n the f i rs t p lace o f 
pe rsona l i n t e r v i ews w i t h C a n a d i a n c i v i l servants a n d p o l i t i c a l 
notab les . T h e y i l lus t ra te b y w a y o f v e r b a t i m c i ta t i ons the f i r m p o l i c y 
o f the C a n a d i a n gove rnmen t t o a d m i t o n l y those i m m i g r a n t s w h o 
were w i l l i n g t o accept e m p l o y m e n t o n fa rms. T h e y also refer t o 
specif ic s tat is t ica l a n d economic da ta o n the subs tant ia l n u m b e r s o f 
i m m i g r a n t s w h o were p r i m a r i l y interested i n u r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l 
e m p l o y m e n t . A s a result o f the large-scale a t t empts t o evade o f f i c i a l 
C a n a d i a n i m m i g r a t i o n pol ic ies, C a n a d i a n i m m i g r a t i o n o f f i c ia ls 
tended, unde rs tandab l y , t o r egard the new, i n d u s t r i a l l y - o r i e n t e d 
i m m i g r a n t s w i t h d is favor . The personal statements c i t ed b y the 
H u n g a r i a n repor ter p r o v i d e in teres t ing a n d deta i l ed i n f o r m a t i o n o n 
these themes. A n o t h e r series of persona l test imonies p r o v i d e i n f o r 
m a t i o n of the v i e w p o i n t s o f establ ished H u n g a r i a n settlers respect ing 
the new H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s a r r i v i n g i n Canada i n the 1920's. 
In t e res t ing l y these statements ind ica te tha t the o l d i m m i g r a n t s r egard 
ed the new a r r i va l s i n m u c h the same l i gh t as d i d C a n a d i a n i m m i g r a 
t i o n o f f i c ia ls . The newcomers appear i n these persona l records as 

1 m o r e o r less t roub lesome transients , deep ly affected b y experiences i n 
W o r l d W a r I and the subsequent r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t s , w h o 
seemed u n w i l l i n g t o adjust t o C a n a d i a n soc iety . T h e a u t h o r gave the 
f o l l o w i n g assessment of the n e w i m m i g r a t i o n , based o n his extensive 
discussions w i t h Canad ians a n d H u n g a r i a n i m m i g r a n t s : 

T h e m a j o r i t y o f the n e w H u n g a r i a n s d o n o t c o m e t o C a n a d a t o set t le 
p e r m a n e n t l y as the o l d i m m i g r a n t s ; t h e y c o m e here t o m a k e m o n e y a n d 
t h e n t o r e t u r n h o m e . For th i s r eason , t h e y d o n o t sett le d o w n , t h e y d o n o t 
e s t ab l i sh n e w H u n g a r i a n c o l o n i e s . T h e n e w H u n g a r i a n s e t t l emen t s are at 
best t r a n s i t s t a t i o n s . T h e i r o n l y r eason f o r ex is tence is t h a t j obs are m o r e 
a b u n d a n t the re t h a n e l sewhere a n d t h e r e f o r e i t is b e t t e r t o s p e n d t h e t i m e o f 
e m p l o y m e n t t h e r e . ^ 

The r epor t o f Ödön Paizs p rov ides a g l impse of H u n g a r i a n i m m i 
grant l i fe at the t ime o f the ear ly f o r m a t i o n of i m m i g r a n t u r b a n i z a 
t i o n . For th is reason i t makes a w o r t h w h i l e c o n t r i b u t i o n to the h i s t o r y 
of C a n a d i a n i m m i g r a n t g roups as w e l l as to ou r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
C a n a d i a n u r b a n h i s t o r y . T h e t w o repor ts o f V a y a n d H o f f m a n n 
discussed earl ier are concerned w i t h an equa l l y i m p o r t a n t aspect o f 
C a n a d i a n i m m i g r a n t l i fe , the analys is o f i m m i g r a n t socia l a t t i tudes at 
the t ime o f the i r e n t r y i n t o m o d e r n C a n a d i a n society . T h e l a t t e r 
r epor ts c o n t r i b u t e therefore t o the p r eh i s t o r y o f those socia l a n d 
e thnic inf luences w h i c h have p l ayed a s ign i f i cant ro l e i n the emergence 
o f present day C a n a d i a n e thn ic societies. I n v i e w o f the i r v a lue as 
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records o f i m m i g r a n t socia l a t t i tudes , the reports discussed i n th i s 
paper ought to be cons idered as i n f o r m a t i v e sources f o r an under 
s tand ing o f c o n t e m p o r a r y C a n a d i a n socia l h i s t o r y . 
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