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Historical investigations of early Hung, settlements in
Canada have made relatively little use of a valual ntemporary
source: reports by travellers who have obse rly/immigrant life
and recorded their impressions. This pap to illustrate the
richness and value of these sources by commentiag 0n the most note-
worthy travel reports on Hungarian settlerrfefits.

The first published commen| d also the most significant
report on the early Hungarian set
notes of Reverend Peter A. Vay,
church dignitary (apostolic gro! and titular bishop), a
missionary, and a noted interpreter of Qriental art who had visited
China, Korea, Japan, Siberia and ™North America. Vay's general
background and, especi his road knowledge of Asiatic and
American cultures, make hi qualified commentator not only on

ney. These notes and observations provide many
- immigrants to Canada and serve as a sugges-
taky on Canadian social and political life at the turn of

n Ranada, Vay paid brief visits to Quebec City and
¢ he proceeded to Ottawa where he was received
anadian public life including Governor General Lord
Minister Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir Thomas Shaugh-
ny President of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company.
Canadian capital Vay had hoped to obtain information
oncerning the Hungarian settlements of Western Canada, but his
es apparently yielded no definite results. He was advised to go

* THe preparation of this article was made possible through a research grant from
International Research and Exchanges Board, New York City.
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on to Winnipeg where he would find the necessary directions. Vay %%
own explanation of this remarkable situation best conveys the state

knowledge in Ottawa concerning Hungarian immigrants:
%

From Ottawa [ struck out to the prairies in order to visit the H
one could give me definite information, I was told merely that in Winni
would receive further assistance. Therefore [ went on to Winni;
journey lasted two days and two nights with the Canadian Pacifi

On his arrival in Winnipeg, Vay was greeted by a
several hundred flag-waving and cheering Hungarians.
use of his stay in this growing centre of immigrant life
the Archbishop's guest, he visited religious,
institutions and managed to obtain informatio
community of Winnipeg. He also attended receptio!
Daniel H. Macmillan, the Lieutenant-Governos of oba, and by
the Manitoba Club. Vay's contacts provi with excellent
opportunities for gaining valuable glimpses in dian social and
political life as the following remarks h&isit to the Manitoba
Club suggest:

...the Manitoba Club sponsored a receptio nkly surprised to see
this tastefully constructed and well-ap, t ing. It impressed me in
every respect as a first-class club. Thi were of serious bearing and
well-mannered. As I noted, this is c mportant and considerable
efforts are made to create a cultured Englj pression.

No doubt, English influe: is on the decline in Canada. English
domination has ended a long fine agoThe citizens of Canada consider
their country a sovereign nati en more dangerous is the fact that the
influence of the United States-d ground everywhere. Especially in
the Western provinces, pe ions, and ideas are characterized by
Yankee traits.

sit, Reverend Vay received detailed
f the oldest Hungarian settlements in
Saskatchewan. His m. urpose had been to visit these communities.
From Winnipe; lled to Kaposvar and Esterhazy, the two
main centres of arian settlement in the Canadian West, There he
by the local settlers as the first Hungarian
. The event was celebrated with traditional
d community festivities. It was attended by
s as well as settlers from the more distant, newer
ements. Reverend Vay had ample opportunities to
ation on the situation of the Hungarian colonists of
van. Following his visit to Esterhazy and Kaposvar, he
time in the more recently established Hungarian
ities north of Regina.

y's impression of the Hungarian colonies are highly
fiteresting, In his view, the settlements were prosperous and
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successful pioneer communities. He recognized that their genera
well-being was the accomplishment of those settlers who had come to
Canada since the mid-1880's and had transformed the wild prairies
into prosperous farming communities through years of persistenc
strenuous effort. The hardships that the early colonists had
throughout the years had been rewarded through the establis
prosperous communities. According to Vay, a sense of s
and achievement characterized the general attitude of the
settlers,

Reverend Vay also commented on the process
which he saw taking place among the immigrants ol adian

West. He believed that the establishment of arming
communities was an essential part of the transfornd4tion of/rewcomers
from Central and Eastern Europe into Canadial ccording to
him this transformation was especially evidén/ tHe change of
personal values and psychological attitudes e jfimigrants. Vay

saw a difference in the speed with which the yo of Canadianiza-
tion worked among the various ethnic gfqups/ He thought that Slavic
and German immigrants adapted t i ys more rapidly than
Hungarians who tended to cling to thei uage and customs longer,
At the same time Vay observed ond-generation Hungarians
had generally adopted Canadian d attitudes.

Reverend Vay's travel notes also ide interesting information

on Hungarian miners and co! ructi%workers in Canada at the time
11

of his visit. He had visited L idge and the Crow's-nest Pass area of
Alberta where many Hung
bridge, the Hungarian
Crow's-nest Pass r
conditions were un
workers dissatisfied

a rked in local coal-mines. In Leth-

were generally satisfied, but in the
@ ation was different. There, working
dccidents frequent, and the immigrant
usioned. Vay's comments on this region

sion\ take place, the region is dark and mournful. Bleak. 1
have ne arker, bleaker region. The shafts are placed along the
narrow| imney after chimney...all vomiting black suffocating
unate emigrated compatriots! They feel deeply the bleak

f this saddening landscape. They are full of complaints. But
do? Here they have earnings to secure their living. They
lly return home at any time . . . But none of them will ever

ief visit to Niagara Falls gave Vay another glimpse of the life
ungarian workers in Canada. Near the famous cataract,
blungarian immigrants were employed in the construction of a
hydro-electric power station. Here, too, accidents were frequent
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among the workers, most of whom were involved in dangero
tunnelling and underground blasting operations.

Aside from these and other sketches of Hungarian immigrant li
Vay's travel notes contain reflections on Canada. An entire chap i‘l’?
his work is devoted to an analysis of political and social developf @ §
in the country. As the most dramatic feature of the young dp W
he singled out the construction of a national railway syste: i
turn was making the colonization of Western Canada pR
discussing the Canadian settler, Vay made an interesting ok
He felt that Canadian pioneer’s outlook on life was

ingredient of the emerging Canadian cultural and soci

outlook Vay defined as a dedication to the settlem ada and
an awareness of the value of the European heri e/ponsidered
this attitude a sharp contrast to the unbridl ialism of the
United States and a promising foundation fof't lopement of
Canadian culture. But Vay was aware of the egs/inherent in the

influx of large masses of immigrants to tI’Z}C dian West. His
impressions of Canadian society and féelings of apprehension
regarding the continued survival a a distinct Canadian
culture are conveyed by the followin

Cultural development in Canada follgws itions of England and not
those of America . . . . Man has not mpletely become a machine, life
does not exclusively mean drudgery. The digtribution of work and leisure is
more proportional. And above ajtythe valye of gold is not as overestimated,
the struggle for money not yet/desperate’

In short, the moral aspects o are not yet completely sacrificed to
material purposes. Feelings are
existence, or more correg

gimmigration and rapid development make
s-2nd ideals difficult. The danger is especially
populations of the Western territories the old
amys will not flourish ta the extent that they do in
. Briefly, | mean the danger that the so-called
erialism will conquer the new generation.5

acute that among
traditions and sos

Anoth hly interesting report on the early settlers can be
found in ports and unpublished papers of Ferenc
Hoffmann e author was a professor of economics at the
Agric demy of Kassa whom the Hungarian Ministry of
Agrid ad sent to North America to study agricultural and

altechnology. His first trip was to the United States and
907. His second, lasting from March, 1909 to June, 1910,
oted completely to Canada. Hoffmann's unpublished reports
lished articles are based on the impressions and information
ined during his visits.6



OF primary interest to the present discussion is his Canadian trig
and his recorded observations. In the initial phase of his Canadia
visit he established contacts with leading authorities in the field of
agriculture in Montreal and Ottawa. He visited the Mac
Agricultural Academy in St. Anne de Bellevue near Montr

Grand Trunk Railway System. In Ottawa he received assista
the Federal Minister of Agriculture, Sydney Fisher,
Saunders, the Director of the Central Experiment

contacts not only provided him with informati nadian
agricultural technology, but facilitated the secon ortant purpose
of his trip: the study of Hungarian settlements ifY Wstesd Canada.”

Ferenc Hoffmann first encountered H ri migrants in
Winnipeg, where he observed the arrival eltlement of new
immigrants. His observations are summarized in rticle published

in Hungary following his return.8 Noteworthy is the author's vivid
ants arriving at Immigrant
Hall. Hoffmann also gave an ad e immigrants’ first
Canadian impressions. In the course journey via CPR trains to
Winnipeg, they noted the pracfi€ali kitchen facilities and
adjustable sleeping beds. On arrival, were escorted into tem-
porary quarters in Immigration Hall aéd offered warm showers and
meals cooked by native Hupgarian fipasant chefs. All this made a
profound impression on peas who were not at all accustomed to
such treatment. In anothe tion the author referred to the
instinctive tendency o rivals to remain attached to
fellow-immigrants haily heir native village or nearby districts.

of the peasant immi e face of the strange Canadian society.

A is pattern of association generally formed
the basis of group.settteménts on the Saskatchewan prairies, not only
because of the impurtance of relating to a familiar community, but
also because4reque immigrants coming from a certain region of
Hungary i shcial-economic status. Thus immigrants from
were generally destitute, while those from
thern Hungary possessed modest financial resources.
most interesting point of Hoffmann's report is the
ungarian immigrant settlement.? He noted two general
ement. The first was homestead farming on the Sas-
plains. This course was open to those who possessed
resources sufficient for the purchase of farm implements and
mals. The second was the occupation of forested homesteads,
uglly near Winnipeg, where forest clearing provided basic main-
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tenance until such time as the capital required for homestead farmi
was in hand. Those lacking financial resources usually chose thj
course. Hoffmann noted that the majority of newcomers belonged

manner. After the selection of a homestead, a rudimentary she
built: a large tent, mud or wooden structure. Later permga
buildings were erected. Since no significant income could
in the first three years, the settler and his family sought ez
nearby towns during the winter. After the first three ye
the homestead was usually well-developed and pr
income for the maintenance of the family.

The second type was quite different. The settlér,
of his own, first had to obtain temporary e n Winnipeg
through the assistance of the immigration officé. is earnings he
purchased the bare necessities which enabled h
homestead. These included a pair of axes, a&w. od for five or six
days and a railway ticket to his destifatio, usually Spurgrave or
ilable homestead and

this group.
The first type of settlement usually evolved in the Foﬂ@

Woodridge. After his arrival, he se
began clearing the forest> Usually he
he could also sell it to the local me
on the transaction. As the forest , an area was prepared for
planting. Initially garden vegetables e planted, later they were
replaced with grain. Poultrg/and @her farm animals were kept.
Fishing and hunting of cari nd moose provided sitpplementary
sources of income.

Hoffmann reportedthaf/ gltHough the second type of settlement
did provide basic mainteng
the slow progress i

made handsome profits

earing the land. As a result, it was a
e homesteads after three years of occu-

the immigrants in the United States who intended to
ngary after saving a certain amount of money.

r point related by Hoffmann is an account of his conver-
ith J. Bruce Walker, the Commissioner of Immigration in
ipeg. The Canadian official was favorably impressed with the
ability of the Hungarian immigrant to adjust to the simplicities of
p' eer life. Walker explained to his visitor that the Hungarian
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settlement. He also stressed the ability of immigrants to organize 2
traditional way of life within the confines of a farm and hon
‘constructed by themselves. Hungarian settlers, furthermore,
known in Western Canada for their strong attachment to the,

point Walker's comments are worth quoting:

He examines the soil by touring the forests and prairies for d
testing soil conditions. He observes the location of trees and
haygrass. He seeks out gentle slopes to facilitate the flo

prefers areas with air passage, especially in forested A they
decrease the danger of trost, Because of these extraord) perceptions of
farming, I'alu.ngarian settlers are frequently chosen(/as)\ gui of new
colonists.

The Commissioner of Immigration ad some critical

comments on the Hungarian immigrant. He thou hat Hungarians
were strongly attached to native customs,ang/yesisted the adoption of
Canadian ways. As a result of the: des, the Hungarian immi-
grant made very slow progress in le . The Commissioner
added that the Canadian governm to assist the immigrant
in spite of these objectionable traifg/ ssistance took the form of
reduced rail fares, emergency relief,ldmpgr grants from crownlands,
job assistance and frec medical care. THispolicy was designed to foster
confidence between the immjgtant akd the Canadian government. In
the words of the Commissionier)*The nearer the government comes

b igrant comes to the government.

Hoffman generally agre ith this assessment of the Hungarian
peasant immigrant., iew, the Hungarian peasant continued his
traditional way of Yife in Canada. In the new environment he

g Aious vered by a thatched or wooden roof. His

Food was edsentially in the Hungarian style, with the excep-
tion that( fe ee were now consumed in great quantities.

23 the Hungarian peasant it represented an
. s blend of Hungarian tradition and Canadian economic
g . Concerning the traditional attitudes of the Hungarian
offmann remarked that immigrants who came to Canada
om Hungary exhibited a very strong attachment to tra-

. He noted that the acquisition of the English language was
atyrally difficult given the circumstances of pioneer life. He
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mentioned two specific causes of the Hungarian immigrants
indifference to Canadian society: first, the lack of adequate religiou:
leadership and pastoral care for the Hungarian communities, an
second , the fact that more Hungarian immigrants planned to retu
Hungary after several years of Canadian residence.1l His asses

of this question is summarized in the following manner:

Settlers coming from the old country will always remain strahg
Canadian society. Children of school age learn English in Canadian
Even in Hungarian communities no more than two hours

Hungarian language instruction are available. These include ips

ot Otthon, Bekevar, Kaposvar, Esterhazy, Szekelyfold, 1d,

Howell and Estevan. In mixed settlements children can riaj

only at the expense of their parents. In the family, Hunga spoken atall

times, but in mixed settlements English is used outside ircle.12
These brief references to the Canadi of Ferenc

Hoffmann illustrate their value as source materidls/on Hungarian
immigrant life, They are particularly interestin,
social attitudes of Hungarian imm‘grants af\thetme of their entry into
Canadian society. In addition, i a contemporary
viewpoint on the complex process of sition from traditional
European society to modernized Can4dia s. It would be therefore
desirable to make the unpublish s of Ferenc Hoffmann
available to researchers in the field of immigration and ethnic history.

The third report on ng@auada to be discussed in this
t

paper is the comprehensive el commentary of the Hungarian
journalist, Odon Paizs.13 The-a ad toured Canada in 1928 with
the specific purpose of dif¢oygringand reporting on the Canadian-

jes 1 6 blication can best be described as

4l record can be seen in its portrayal
t a critical stage of the history of Canadian
agrarian settlements had already reached
their peak and the\beginnings of urban immigrant life could be ob-
served. The r ses on those issues which played prominent
roles for H ian iminigrants at that date: the stability of the

ements, the transience of urban immigrants
5 f.h 5 of immigrant society.
h§ arT

of the Canadian government toward these highly
importam theme of the author is the early phase of
¢éng Hungarian immigrants in Canada. The clarification
lex social process required in the first place an assessment
redominantly rural Hungarian settlements and their role in
quent urbanization. According to Paizs, Hungarian immigrants
9Pp were predominantly residents of rural Saskatchewan. Only a
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fraction of Hungarians were urbanized and settlement outside
Saskatchewan was insignificant and of recent origin. In view of the
coneentration of Hungarian immigrants in Western Canada, the
towns and cities located in the West became the earliest centre
Hungarian urban life. Paizs discussed especially the roles of Wi
and Lethbridge as immigrant urban centres. He noted that H

Nevertheless a permanent Hungarian community emerged
1925. The author considered important in this respect the for;

small group of urban professionals of Hungarian descg
these encouraging signs of an immigrant urban pop
the author remarked that Winnipeg's Hungarian
essentially to an unstable, transient labour force séeki
or moving on to other regions. Winnipeg wag the)
transit station for Hungarians in 1928.

Lethbridge had also been an established ce of Hungarian
immigrants. The first to settle there were minegs/ previously employed
in Eastern United States mines, who caccoriing to Paizs’ information,
arrived in Lethbridge in 1893. Later, 0 them and obtained
employment in the coal mines. At f the report, the Leth-
bridge Hungarian community nu bout 100 families. Leth-
bridge constituted, however, not h an urban centre, but
primarily an industrial concentration located in a rural environment.
As a result, no significant uphénizatioh or population growth was
expectcd there.

More important as an immigrant centres were the
cities of Eastern Canada. only the beginnings of an urban
immigrant populatiof“doul observed here as well. Toronto,
according to the iar) report, was a transit station for i
Hungarian immigranty\Only a very small group of permanently 1

esmen or workers of Hungarian descent 1
shawa offered employment to a small group of F

T

established merc
resided in the cit

skilled autom kers. Paizs considered Hamilton the real centre
of Hungarian u in Eastern Canada. At the time of his visit
approxim ngarians lived there. The core of the Hun-

garian p tion>was a substantial group of skilled and unskilled
5 ore, an active social and cultural life flourished
drian immigrants. The author noted particularly the roles

ps and the sponsorship of English language classes for
granté. Significantly, one of the two Hungarian newspapers in
da at the time was published in Hamilton: the Kanadai Magyar

ANAB,
@ ava [Canadian Hungarian Voice of the People].




These sketches of immigrant communities are supplemented by
series of contemporary personal statements, obtained by the author
the course of his Canadian tour, concerning the first phase
immigrant urbanization in Canada. They consist in the first place
personal interviews with Canadian civil servants and
notables. They illustrate by way of verbatim citations the firm
of the Canadian government to admit only those immigfa
were willing to accept employment on farms. They al
specific statistical and economic data on the substantj
immigrants who were primarily interested in
employment. As a result of the large-scale attempts t
Canadian immigration policies, Canadian i
tended, understandably, to regard the new,
immigrants with disfavor. The personal st
Hungarian reporter provide interesting and
these themes. Another series of personal tes) provide infor-
mation of the viewpoints of established Hux:z?ia ttlers respecting
the new Hungarian immigrants arriving i anada in the 1920,
Interestingly these statements indic: immigrants regard-
ed the new arrivals in muach the same Ii id Canadian immigra-
tion officials. The newcomers ap| se personal records as
‘more or less troublesome transient ply affected by experiences in
World War | and the subsequent re tionary movements, who
seemed unwilling to adjust to Ganadiaa society. The author gave the
following assessment of the immz:;ration, based on his extensive
discussions with Canadia garian immigrants:

ns do not come to Canada to settle
permanently as the qldtmi : they come here to make money and
then to return home. on, they do not settle down, they do not
establish new Hung; fes. The new Hungarian settlements are at
best transit stations. ir only reason for existence is that jobs are more
abundant there t ere and therefore it is better to spend the time of
employment t

the early formation of immigrant urbaniza-
kes a worthwhile contribution to the history
of Canal immigrant groups as well as to our understanding of
history. The two reports of Vay and Hoffmann
er are concerned with an equally important aspect of
igrant life, the analysis of immigrant social attitudes at
their entry into modern Canadian society. The latter
tribute therefore to the prehistory of those social and
luences which have played a significant role in the emergence
¢sent day Canadian ethnic societies. In view of their value as
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records of immigrant social attitudes, the reports discussed in this &
paper ought to be considered as informative sources for an unde;
standing of contemporary Canadian social history.

NOTES

1. A. P. Vay, Amerikai napldkivonatok. Utijegyzetek. Leu @
Eﬁr‘;\enm Diary Excerpts. Travel Notes. Letter Fragments] ( :

1 B
Ibid., p. 96.
Ibid., pp. 101 102,
Ibid., pp 141-142,
Hoffmann published three articles in Hungarjan l
American and Canadian experiences: "A magyar y
Hungarian settlers| Magyar Gazdak Szemléje
Review],Vol. XVI(February 1911), pp.129-133; (Az 4
djabb irdnya” [The new direction of emigration to Ame
August 20, 1910; and “ Tapasztalatok a jelen jove kivdndorldsdnak
szinhelyérdl” [Observations concerning thé p of present and future
emlgrahun] Pesti Huriﬂp November 51910\ Of the three, the first article is
etpifed adcount of his travels is
& the Hungarian Ministry of
lsesearch in the Hungarian
eay four is dated January 25, 1908

b

Cnracemmg

Mational Archives. His report on his A
and is located in the following coll Fildmivelésiigyi Minisztérium,
Ein. K-178, 1908-5859, Magyar O véltdr [H ian National
Archives|, Budapest. His report@©n the adian tour is dated July 14, 1910,
and is entitled “Dr. Hoffmann ncz kas<ai m. kir, gaz dasigi akad. s. tanir
jelentése | dai k | Imény utjdrél 1909. mdrcius - 1910
éfum, Eln. K-178, 1911-3749, Magyar
atter report will be referred to as

eKF6L." pp. 129-133,
< sion see the Canadian Report, OL.
elepesekrdl,” p. 131.

esekrdl,” p. 131,
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