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OUR CHURCH HISTORY
First United Church of Christ
Bridgeport, Connecticut

75 YEARS OF BLESSED SERVICE CHARACTERIZES THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

1694 — On November 24, 1804, the first mecting of the Congregation was held in the First Reformed Church on
Congress Street. The pastor of the host church was the Rev. Gasper Brunner, who recognized the felt need for
lNminchwetinlhnﬂn—mitymdﬁdmuyﬂﬁuinﬁnwmhhn(mlmhu-mnhurﬂm-
gurinn descent and Reformed heritage in the community. The Rev. Gabriel Dokus of South Norwalk was invited
to conduct services, until a pastor could be secured. On that historic date the First Magyar Reformed Church
7, 1894 the C: was officially enrolled as a member of the Reformed Church

was i On
in the United States.
1896 — On September 30th, 1896, the Rev. Alexander Kalassay was electod as the first pastor of the church. On
November 1, 1886, the foundation for the fiest Church was laid and the Church was officially dedicated on December
20, 1896, The cost of the first church was $2000.00.

1807 — The first Sunday School and Daily Vacation School started in the history of the Hungarian American Churches),

1898 — A parsonnge was built at car Church for the pastor sed was completed in Jnsuary 1808 at the /uf]k-a

1899 — A bell was parchased for the Church by the Choir.

1904 The
the Reformed Church in the United States because it feels that i
nmm&«mmnhm-..mm

signed ot the close of the meeting. —On December 18, 1904 the.
of the Congregation and proached his first sermon in on|

1805 — Oo March 19, 1905 plans for a new Church

f\ and the Congregation pledged 1060 dollars st
the meeting. On November 26th the

\

1907 — On March 3, 1907 our e
Cliurch in ize in the entire countr
 great deal of credit becpuse

y dedicated. 1t was the largest Hungarian Reformed
dollars. —The men who planned the Church doserve

zed by the Rev, Stephen Harsanyi.
i/ faithful pastor of the Congregation, passed away on Febeuary 19, 1910. His
wrateful Ci

aasm, sincerity and work will always be by
became the successor of the Rov. Harsanyi in March 1810,

ot the cost of 2125 dollam was purchased and dedicated on June 30, 1912. The Camegie
#1.000.00 towards the purchase of Lhe organ,

1915 M.Mu—hlmhe—mdmmmh‘mmcmwbmhc
Rev. Sigismund Laky. -

1903 — After seven years of faithful service the pastor Rev. Alexmnder Kalassay bid to the © rn/
on September 27th. The Rev, Ernest Komjathy was elected pastor of the pregation.
arge majority that. ib wi

Rev. Urban assumed full charge of it
the' Rev. Urban was elected as pastor and
s, the Rev. Nicholas Varkonyi served as

served as full time pastor for two months.

Assistant pastor at our Congregation.
pastor of the Church became Associate Pastor

1637 — On Decenber 7, “ e poepe
of ow Church. %ﬁ\hﬂl/j
! of 1938
— The i o Wr., was ed as the Associate Pastor on January 16th. In the spring
e e ek g

lution to have services in English every Sunday. The first English
, 1938. The BM.Y.P.C.A. observed its 20th Anniversary on October 2, 1938,

the Rev. Alexander Ludman, faithful pastor for 30 years of the Congregation, retired
him &n snnual pension of $700.00 On October 27, 1940, the Rev. Emil Nagy, Jr..
 elected as pastor of the Church. The Men’s Club was organized in September.

service at

//m
’: . T, ‘m..dld‘p‘rﬂfﬂu(huhm.lmﬁ.lﬁll.'l’bch_mhm
\\/iﬁh";:ﬂ?l# et | d. The pastor inaugursted a Citizenship Class

was
wrote & book: *'A Guide Book For Prospective Citizens.""

- apportionment the Church at large was paid for the first time in the history of the Congregation
ﬁl.imﬂ-wumﬂhwm&mw!buinhau-nl'nwbnilmmm
Victory Club was organized on June 30, 1942. Our mortgage was paid and on May 31, 1842, & morigage buming
ceremony was held. —Plans for s new Recreation Hall were formulatod. Miss Ethel Egry became Organist and
Choir Director at our Church.

- Apportionment to the Church-at-Large was agnin paid in full with  total of 800 dollars. At the end
%ﬂu;‘:hmmm-du'hhhmhe,mlmmullﬁﬂl'liﬁhﬂlmﬂl
—The Building Fund was rapidly increasing through the generosity of our members. On July 25, 1843 the large

1945 — The War continued. Our Red Cross Knitting Class prepared thousands of articles. We were in constant

towards others. We adopted 20 Hungaria: orphans. We prepared and
clothing to the nesdy in Hungary. Our Congre;+tion performed a re-
markable job in ministering lo the needs of their suffering brethren.

i was given

— On January 26th a huge Welcome Home Dinner in honor of all of our retumed Veterans. We
%@.mmuumn-hmam-bmumnmnmw

renovated our Church at the cost of $16,000.00.
m-mh.“m—.mmmudwn{mlmdeumm

1967 — The ground-breaking ceremony for cur new edifice on the comer of Clinton and Maplewood Avenues took
Fs on November 24th.
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Rev. Ernest A \ ev. Stephen Harsanyi
194 Nt Ludman Sindor, a gyilekeset ér- haz novemberben gyénybeis Gnnep kesetéhen meg- Rev. ""‘;‘:" ;‘;‘g’“‘" \ ‘/\> 1904 — 1910
demes ph:la;u gd: JL vonult és 50-ik dul 1 -
yiilekezet évi 700 d szavazoft . I
e ulf'mg‘el. -mdy:t“ Keaoho Telemele. 840 1945 A hiboru még tactorr.  Red Cross Rev. Alexander Ladman ﬁ'ﬂ-f ;:ﬂ-’;sm
dollirra &5 még hozza 100 dollisos karacsonyi Knirting Class-ink késziterte a ruha- 1910 — 1915 1916 — 1940 s

nenibt 4 hadsereg szamara, Allandé levelezésher,
SHA oot llottuak fisinkkal, Vége lett a hiborunak: Foga:
194 1 A New York Synod 1941 janubr 540 d6 estéker tartottunk hazatérs, fininknak

iktatta be a lelkénzi allasba Nt ifj.

Nagy Emilf} akit o gydlekezct eayhangulag mey 1946 N toiviexurs cve volt. Onwi
valasztott lelkészének A parechia teljesen renp- mennyiségben kénzitettitk a rub
valva letr. A lelkész Polgarosite Tanlolyamor ve-  mit az inséghen ¢loknck. 29 magyar devat fogad
zptett be és irt kényver a polgar-jelolick szamira tunk érokbe. Oriasi tevekenységet fejtert ki n tesi-

v n o gy Hink
1942 A sgvhiie 100 bk Boctin trsegites terén o gyiilekezetiin!
egyhazra az apportionmentel, Januir 26-an oriasi logadé-ianepes
300 dollar volt. Elss volt az egyhaz chben az év 1947 tartotiunk sz dsszes hazatéet veteran-
ben adakozasban a ligoniers Bethlen Otthon java- jaink ts:teletére, Felszenteltiik az emlekkover o
., Szolgalani zaszlor avatiunk. Victory Club ala- templom eldet o katonaink emlekére. Templomiin
kolt, Majus 31-én elégettiik az adémag levelinket, yar srrenovaltule 16,000 dolliros keltseggel. AS
1942 ota nincs semmi addssaga a gyblekezetnek. : A\

N\
1943 lsmét megfisentik 100% -ig opportion. ] @ 4 § Hangon verits mozigep felasereiest \ \
mentinket. Az év végen 137 ifju volt

? sjandékostunk a Bethlen Onhnn% \\
o haza szolghlataban, Minden s 10 dollsres ajan. Ertéke tobb mint 600 dollar voli. Lelkess \%
S

v

dékot kapott az egybaatel, Julius 25.én felavattuk -n-.:-l L|uhr1cumﬁr.\ ériasi ' banketiet oy t a
& nagy kilsd Honor Roll-unkat, amely az elsé vol: 9¥ilekeset ~

&' whroshisi. 1949 Majus 22-¢n tnnogelte meg Notegyle. /
1 9 4 ‘ Ismér  100%-ig kifizentik  appoc- tink lzm-\ali.'w(rﬁ\{< 45.ik evfordultim—

tionmentiinket.  Junivs 18.4n dnne- Nr Ludman Sandor julius 15-4n bunvt el Onifsr
pelte meg a Néicgylet 35-ik évfordulojr. Az egy- részvér mellets I!m;m.ﬂ’t{ jubigs\ 1 R-an

ey
)

Joseph Hajdu, Sr.

AR

! o TS Michae | Kozma
( \/,“‘m)
> Stephen Body

N\ \”.

) FLETEBEN, ... 1949-1969 Joseph Totk, Sr.
1949-ben kezdtiink Foglalkoz zal a tervvel, hogy egy £J TEMPOMOT, TERMET ES Andrew Bodaar
PAROKIAT EPITINK. Hozzhf & \ki}Onbbes témplom epilleteket én termeket M Ancrutal o
tanulményozni az Allam bubzd rdsrein. Egy képet alkortunk arrdl, hogy Stephen Koteles, Jr. First Chief-clder
milyen epuleteket akafut Végre a t{rv\alt valéra viltak. 1957 november 24-én
EAPAVAGAS ment végbe €4 Mapléwpod sarkin levd birtokon.  MAr a Michoel Roth
kovetkezo évh 958 juni n LAPKD LETETELE megtdrtdpt. 1959 mijus
3~in felszenfeltik TEMPLOMUNKAT, TARSADALMI TEEMDN PAROKIANKAT ES A Ambrose Cikay

ARNAP TERMEINKET, A Parokdit o gyilekeret Férfial dpitettdk fel.
8 eddig pdratlan volt ar amerikal magyar reformitusck életaben. Stephen Olah, Sr.
0 ollirba keriilt és az addssagunk $195,000 dolldr volr.
_ Ami Y sktivie fejrettek ki a gyiilekezet tagjal az addssag letorlesztése Arthar Vince
Ry | b ;\h\;ﬁyulm volt, 9 év alact kiffzettik a $195,000 dolléros adde~
pégunkat) Memnyi aldotr kéz, memnyl 1d5t ssenrelt arra, hogy ext a célt Alexander Vincze
érheske, Csodiilkozva tekintett ax egész viros ennek a gyiilekezet buzgdsag-
| Piratlan hirmévre tectunk szert. Isten aldja meg a kdszséges kezeker! John Kod

F b Wr. Jokn Sombati, Present Chief-elder



Services

9 AM.
Service in English

11 AM
Serviee in Hungarian

o th M
HURCHMEN'S BROTHERHDOD

andity of Ench Month 8 P.M

BAM == |
Church b'l:hn'zﬂ?_\> H‘fﬂu\‘l& OF THE WOMEN'S GUILD
i)
|

\i////;\ nd Sunday of Each Month at 4 P

g C// MEETING OF THE LADIES AID SOCIETY

Every Tuesday Afternoon at 4:15 PM.
JUNIOR CHOIR REHEARSAL

First Church in 1506

L

A
oo Every Thursday Evening at 7:30 P\
SENIOR CHOIR REHEARSAL

Every Friday at 7 P.M.
BOY SCOUT MEETING

Every Sunduy Evening ol 7 P.M
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP MEETING

wr ’«”/’uua fated with that vencrable Ol Church through the
as come down in the Redeoslopment Program of the City. On this happy
ber the |pifst with so much nostalgia, ow commemoration dould not be complete if we did

\/{ long look at' the interior of the Old Church, which was designed so beadtifully, r

fur| e moti
Ipeesight. |

g Sy ‘
anver_saw the interior of the OId Church will remember, we are swe, with affection the place |
their) parents and grandparents, yes and cven their greal-grandpareats prayed to God every Sunday.

i 4-/ mories that we have live forever in ow hearts and may they make the future even brighter than the
glorioas pasi.

THIRD CHURCH DEDICATED IN 1959 Mortgage Burning in 1967




Chiefoelder; Joli Sombiri™\
Elder: Vi

Frank Babycos
Zoltan Balog

b Horvath
Joseph Kvancz
Mrs. Emma Olah

William T irnadi

Frank Vaisil

Mrs. Mary Youhas
TRUSTEES

Edward Sarka

George Balog
Louis Fazekas
Ernest Daruka
John Klinko

Mrs. Ella Liptak
Frank Olah

Mrs. Jane Sombati
Lewis Burke
John Tober

Mrs. Anne Wargo

Alexander Vincze



The First
Wnited Church of Christ

Rev, Emil Nagy, A.B., B.D. Pastor
Miss Ethel Egry Director of Music

Mr. Ernest Daruka Church School Superintendent
Mr. John Sombati Chief-elder

75-TH ANNTVERSARY SERVICE - SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 14, 1969 - AT 4 0'CLOCK

Prelude Miss Ethel Egry, Organist and Choir Director

"Trumpet Tune" Henry Purcell Georgianna Bell and Nancy Hill, Trumpeters

*PROCESSIONAL HYMN #440 "GOD OF OUR FATHERS" NATIONAL
()

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand Leads forth in beauty all the stargy band

Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, Our grateful songs bef; y throne

arise.
cnt'.o

chosen way.

(¢3]
Thy love divine hath led us in the past; In this free land by
Be Thou our Ruler, Guardian, Guide, and Stay; Thy word

3)

ght to never ending day;
F111 all our lives with love and gr: laud, and praise be ever
Thine. Amen.

*IKVOCATION: br St. Dimitri's Romanian Orthodox Church.

ecutive Director the Council of Churches.

The Very Rev. David Bannon, Pastor St. Peter's Roman
Catholic Church.

W. A. Mozart The Choir Roberta Sammis, Soloist

*Doxology

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: The Rev. ¥ St. George's Episcopal Church

*HAGY ENEK: “ISTEN ALDD A GYULEKEZET
kedvvel boséggel,

iizd ellenséggel.

gen fozz T4 vig esztendSt,

a nép A multat s jdvendSt.

: ELEITOL FOGVA

d b¥ztunk eleitdl fogva, Uram, téged tartottunk hajlékunknak,
ko g semmi hegyek nem voltanak, Hogy még sem ég, sem fold nem volt formiélva:
Te voltdl ds te vagy erds Isten, £s te meg maradsz minden iddben.

Nt. Szidrto Istvan, Washington, D. C.

A GYULEKEZET

" I Samuel 10:9
VERSARY SERMON: "A NEW HEART FOR A NEW DAY
The Rev. Dr. Nathansel Guptill, Minister Comnecticut Conference, United Church of
Christ.

ATMA ES APOSTOLI HITFORMA Kt. Dr. Havadtdy Sdndor, A Calvin Egyhdz lelkipdsztora

Handel's "Messiah" The Choir

"AND THE GLORY OF THE LORD"

Announcements - Hirdetések The Rev. Emil Nagy, Pastor

*HYMN #63 “OUR GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST" ST. ANNE
(1)

Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home:

(2)
Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure}
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure.

(3
Before the hills in order stood, Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.

(%)
A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone;
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.

(5)
Time, like an ever rolling stream, Bears all its sons away;
They fly forgotten, as a dream Dies at the opening day.



(6)
Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years tec come
Be Thou our guard while troubles last, And our eternal home.
Amen
#*Quiet Prayer and Meditation
*The Benediction

*Postlude: "Trumpet Voluntary” Purcell Georgfanna Bell and Nancy Hill, Trumpeters

#*Congregation Stands

ANNTVERSARY DIMNER
UNTTED HALL

& P.M.

Fruit Cup

Chicken Paprikas
Hungarian Noke

Coffee

Rabbi Arnold Shex
Mr, Stevan Pchancs
peakex Pr. Peten . Goldmark

Dinner Music: Rozsika & Laszlo




MISS ETHEL EGRY, Organist & Choir Director

THE CHOIR

The Choir has been under the capable direction of Miss
Ethel Egry, who has been with owr Church for the past
27 yewrs. The Choir has presented outstanding Oratorios,
Concerts and has sung every Sunday at the Services. It
has recorded a Concert of Sacred Music presented at Perth
Amboy, New Jersey ond hes broodcast frequently to Hungary
over the Voice of America and Rodio Free Evrope,

We wonl lo pay tribute to the work of the Choir, which
has been in existence almost from the time the g;iw;*k

was organized. It has varied in number through the Years,

but its quality of excellent singing has always enhanced

our Services

THE SENIOR CHOIR

THE JUNIOR CHOIR

OUR CHURCH SCHOOL

Teachers and Staff

OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH SCHOOL

Ernest Daruka — Superintendent

Jeon Buwke — Recording Secreiary
Helen Olah - Cradle Roll and Absentees
Diane Daruka — Treasurer

Pearl Tirnadi — Assislant Secretary

Teachers & Staff



OUR CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES

N Grade Y JA)\<Emma Olah

o
g L

Grade 1X — X — XI — Lowis Fazchas

Grade [l — Virginia Babycos Grade IV — Linda Cuaky



AN OUTSTANDING FEAT WON NATIONAL ACCLAM

Worthy of separate mention is the remarkable achiovement of the men of the Congregation, who resolved, that
they would volunteer their services and would build the parsonnge of the Church. For six months, scores of men
came during the week and on week-ends, and a besutiful parsonage was erected. The remarkable feat attracted
the attention of the people of the various Churches of Hungarinn origin all over the country. The parsonage would
have cost about 845,000, but the fact that the labor was voluntary and was donated, the cost was brought down
to sbout $19,000. Two great blessings came from this project. First the men were brought together into a very
strong fellowship, which still persists almost ten years later and secondly a great saving was affected for the
Church by this remarkable display of dedication

. Mrs. George Kocsis

Mrs. John Sach
Our L‘hmch was richly blessed by the kind generosity of Mrs. Jobn Such and Mrs. George Kocsis who do
very substantisl amount to the Church. The estates of these two loyal members of the Church together totaled
moro than $50,000. The unique chamcteristic of these two fine people was not especially the fact, that they
remembered their Church so generously, but long period of affection and loyalty they displayed towards th
Church over many years. Their bequests arc in & separate investment fund muintained by the Church and will
be used in our future building project, which will further perpetuate their kindness in our memory

C"D¥c~—3

d a

The Oldest Member of our Church

Mrs. Stephen Koteles, Sr. is the oldest living member
of our Church, She wes born in Goncz, Hungary. She
came (o the United States in 1558 af the age of 5. She
was 11 years of age in 1894, when the Churcl
ized and the first member to be confirmed in
Her father Andrew Papp, Sr. was the first <‘Awr«-ldrr
of the Congregalion. With the exception of about 3 years,
when she lived in Phoenixeville, Pennsylvania she has
been a member of the Church throughout the existence
8 of the Church. She is 87 af the present time. She is

in Church every Sunday. We greet her on the occasion
¥ of the 75-th birthday of her Church.

MRS. STEPHEN KOTELES, SR.



A PROJECT CLOSE TO OUR HEARTS

We look forward with fond expectation towards the reali-
zation of a fond dream, that we have nurtured for a long
time. In the very near future a Home will be erected on
our property for the Senior members of our Congregation.
A Thirty Unit Apartment Building is planned at the pre-
sent time to afford for the elderly members of our Con-
gregation the greatest degree of comfort and fellowship.
Again, in this field, ss we have done in the past in so
many innovations, we are pioneering in something, that
we feel is so necessary for the well-being of our people.

BUILDING COMMITTEE

Alexander Vincze, Chairfah
Sombati N

)]
FOR THE SENIOR MEMBERS OF OUR CHURCH

DR. PETER CARL GOLDMARK
World Renowned Physicist
GUEST SPEAKER
at the 75-th Anniversary
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