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NOTES ON MR. IMRE BEKESSY 

L a s t A p r i l 4 th, one of the most important w r i t e r s 
and j o u r n a l i s t s o f E a s t e r n Europe, the Hungarian Imre Bekessy, 
disembarked i n New York from the s m a l l Portuguese steamship 
Carvalho A r a u j o . For-over 30 y e a r s , Mr. Bekessy was the l e a d ­
in g newspaper p u b l i s h e r of A u s t r i a and Hungary. He d i r e c t e d 
t h r e e p u b l i c a t i o n s i n Vienna ("Die Stnnde", "Die Buehne", 
"Die B o e r s e " ) , the g r e a t e s t l i b e r a l d a i l y of Budapest ("Ujsag") 
and an economic weekly ( " O s t - K u r r i e r " ) . A l l these p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s fought i n f l e x i b l y f o r the i d e a l s of democracy and human 
r i g h t s a The "Stunde" was the f i r s t i l l u s t r a t e d d a i l y i n E a s t ­
ern Europe; the "Buehne" was the f i r s t l a r g e magazine of the 
American type. I n the "Boerse" Mr. Bekessy succeeded i n popu­
l a r i z i n g economic problems i n a manner which made them a c c e s s ­
i b l e to the l a r g e masses of laymen. 

Mr. Bekessy l e f t Hungary a t the outbreak of the 
war, i n t e n d i n g to j o i n h i s son who had volunteered i n the 
French army to f i g h t f o r democracy and freedom. His son, 
the well-known n o v e l i s t Hans Habe, escaped from a German 
p r i s o n camp and came to New York i n December 1940. Mr. Imre 
Bekessy f o l l o w e d him t h e r e . 

Mr. Bekessy was born i n Budapest i n 1887. He ob­
t a i n e d degrees of law and economics a t the u n i v e r s i t i e s of 
Budapest and Vienna before sjtartiftg on h i s j o u r n a l i s t i c c a r e e r . 
One of the n o s t competent e x p e r t s on E a s t e r n and C e n t r a l Euro­
pean p o l i t i c s and economics, he p u b l i s h e d ( i n 1933) a book 
e n t i t l e d "The Road, to German Hegemony i n the Danube Region." 
I n t h i s book Mr. Bekessy p r e d i c t e d the war and analyzer! German 
te n d e n c i e s to hegemony on the b a s i s of h i s t o r i c a l find economic 
f a c t s . 

Mr. Bekessy s p e c i a l i z e s i n b i o g r a p h i e s of l e a d i n g 
i n t e l l e c t u a l , p o l i t i c a l and economic p e r s o n a l i t i e s . He pub­
l i s h e d n e a r l y 50 b i o g r a p h i e s , among them the b i o g r a p h i e s ^ o f 
F. D. R o o s e v e l t , F i o r e l l a LaGuardia, R o c k e f e l l e r , Carnegie, 
C h u r c h i l l , Chamberlain, Vargas, e t c . He i s the author of a 
book e n t i t l e d "Heroes of I n f l a t i o n " . Another of h i s books 
"The Great R u s s i a n Dungeon" d e a l s with R u s s i a n D o l i c i e s from 
P e t e r the Great to S t a l i n . K i s n o v e l "Accursed'Love" was 
w i d e l y read, and innumerable s t o r i e s of h i s found t h e i r wav 
to the world p r e s s * 

I n Hungarian l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s he was h a i l e d as 
"The Hungarian Leacock". Without doubt, Mr. Bekessy may be 
c o n s i d e r e d one of the most nany-sided w r i t e r s and j o u r n a l i s t s 
from the European c o n t i n e n t . 

Imre Bekessy fought i n the world war as a r t i l l e r y 
o f f i c e r . He spent 27 months a t the f r o n t without i n t e r r u p t i o n 
and won s e v e r a l d i s t i n c t i o n s . ek
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