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Leveltervezet, Washington Posts:

I beg to disagree — to put it mildly —— with almost everything .Leage

B, Bain said in his "The Reluctant Setellites," as quoted in your
Merch 27/
It should be stressed that I did not read the book remerks are based

on the quotes of the review,

There is no space here to discuss debatable all
that d;olnu‘ elements in Hungary (benkers, es etg.) were the source from
whom American diplomats ih Budapest recei information,

Briefly, however, it should be atato@a what the author (ecc%ding to the
review) said is a gross general t that I know it beiter and know it
differently,

What should be rejected, h y immedistely is Mr, Bain's rude insult aimed

Vgt

at the refugees, He 1s quo s welt: == if my arithmetic is correct —— st L5
per cent of t@ddmm, hoodlums, escaped convicts, and

prostitutes,

scaped from Hungary, roughly 39,000 came to the United States,
tand that 85,000 of them, and almost 18,000 in this country belong

ories? Surely not even Mr, Bain believes what he wrote, Did your

@I: June 1958 The Associated Press made public a survey by Endre Marton on the

§ ; ee situation, followed by the New York Times one month later. Both quoted U.S,

&

officials as volcing their satisfaction with the refugees. Harrison E, Salisbury



found in the Times that ",..it is agreed.,.that no other immigrant group has ada

so rapidly and so constructively to the American way of life," I have s¢

that hoodlums and prostitutes could have made what Salisbury calle

Mr, Bain, according to the review, also said that

were representatives of Hungary as a mationf, Half of

posing as freedom fighters," the other half the y
It is an established fact that though s an uprising of a whole
nation, only a few thousand young men fought e.g. vith arms in their hands,

certainly only a small fraction of thos vho@upod. The reason 1s obviocus: there were
simply no weapons for the rest, Mo t 811 of them escaped when the revolt was
crushed, Many were killed, o hind,

But is this reason brand @n regt? Are those who chose freedom the very mo-

ment when this was possible; the few days then the border was unguarded, opportun-

ists, hoodlums or Did Einstein, Teller, or von Neuman, or any of those pro-

minent persons who esce ther terror, belong to one of Mr. Bain's categories?

able hatred could have inspired the author when he made such

mnatrom NS .

@kﬂn@ forward to reading the book, What particularly interests me is

hor describes his role in the escape of Father Turchanyi, Cerdinal Mindszenty's

priest to Austria from the safety of the U,S, Legation. Turchanyl was taken from

@. Mr, Bain, I was told by many distinguished American reporters, promised to bring
q
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