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Defection of Hungarian Press Aide 
Before Radvanyi Action Is Revealed 

Associated Press 

A lower-ranking off ic ia l of 
the Hungar ian Embassy here 
I defected almost a m o n t h be
fore the s imi lar action o f 

j janos Radvanyi, the top-rank 
ing Hungar ian diplomat , i t 
was learned yesterday. 

Ernoe Bernat, 33, a t h i r d 
secretary who had been _ 
charge of press relat ions since 
1965, asked for po l i t i ca l asy
l u m A p r i l 21. Radvanyi, who 
was Charge d'Affaires, de
fected May 15. The State De
par tment fo rma l ly announced 
Radvanyi's action at the t ime, 
but there was no s imi lar dis
closure of Bernat 's request. 

Robert J. McCloskey, the 
State Department 's press off i 
cer, confi rmed Bernat's defec
t i o n when asked about i t at a 
news br ief ing. He provided l i t 
t le fur ther informat ion , and 
declined to say where Bernat 
and his fami ly are now. 

U.S. officials declined to say 
w h y Bernat defected bu t ac
knowledged tha t his request 
has been honored and he w i l l 
be pe rmi t t ed to stay i n this 
count ry permanently. His 
wife , three sons and his moth
er-in-law are w i t h h im. One o f 
his sons was born i n the 
Un i t ed States. 

Meanwhi le , i t was under
stood that the two high-rank

ing Fore ign M i n i s t r y officials 
dispatched to Washington 
after the Radvanyi defection 
are s t i l l i n Washington. They 
came here for a personal con 

I f ronta t ion w i t h Radvanyi, who 
conf i rmed to them his request 
to remain here. 

The Hungar ian government 
asked tha t the visas o f Frigyes 
Vadasz and Janos Lorincz-
Nagy be extended and the re
quest was granted, officials 
said. The two Hungar ian diplo
mats, bo th deputy directors i n 
the Hungar ian fore ign service, 
are understood to be w o r k i n g 
i n the Embassy now. 
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