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major portions of his later think-

Dr. Alan A. Stone teaches psy-
chiatry at Harvard Medical
School.

aﬂiilned with this Mltnnc

-pend. on the
thmhngalthephynmlm
Auguste Comte, the father of
socznlogy, f-r from remunmg
'l&
unaiamon that he had shown
“that the physical laws which are
the basis of the theory of motion
and equilibrium™ could be ex-
tended to the “social form of
existence.”

Since all scientists, be they
physical or social, must
concepts or “models” to under-
stand reality, it is not surprising
that in this task they often rely
for their “models” on what has
worked best in other sciences.
(Most often, they use Newtonian
physics.)

Science in the past“centu
often worked best vﬂ!u il.eouhk
isolate a piece of carry '
it into the labo) and work’
on it. This ten nqd’y
isolated fragments of Thas




a great virtue: It permits o
break down complex phenor
and study them in manag

parts. However, it has often led

to false assumptions. Firs lhm)
the parts of nature studies
are somehow p
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and, at best, predictability
events,

Over the past 40 years Ludwig
on Bertalanffy has established
himself as one of the most im-
portant voices in this discussion
of “models” — the conceptual
framework of scientific theory.
As a biologist he has a fortunate

ition, standing here in
the middle of an imaginary con-
tinuum that runs from the in-
animate to the animate worlds.
Von Bertalanffy’s importance re-
sults from his creative use of his
to look to both sides of

Iupiecasof a jig-
It is still, in the 20th
hard for many scien-
accept that their basic
are not realities, but

his own scientific area and to
refine the framework in which
scientific observations and sci-
entific theories have been made
and shaped. He can appropriate-
ly be called the father of the
“general systems” approach — a



von Bertalanffy su;
image of man in con

d more, seems necessary

yz it going; reducing man

the lower levels of his animal

according to Ber-

talanfly, are (1) the “unspeak-
able ity of popular cul-
ture,” (2) “unbearable chil-
dren,” (3) the filling of “thou-
sands of mental hospitals,” etc.
Although von Bertalanfly con-
cedes that all this has “deeper
social and historical roots,” he
claims that the “behavior boys,”
just like the “atom boys,” have
made the system efficient. Von
Bertalanffy’s indictment is
unbelievably overstated. It is



' el” but it is abundantly clear
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