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n W r t t o i l HMTMT PfP'SftTft nas been ( i n s i s t e n c e s l n o e _ 1 8 8 4 , ) 

f i r s t as a weekly under the name A m e r i k a i Measetor (American Vanguard) . 

I n 1889 i t became a se ia iweekly , changed i t s name to Hat f f l K i l HiffifftT * T T ~ 

s z a v a , and i n O c t o b e r , 1889, a f t e r merging w i t h the weekly Magyar Hlrado 

(Hungarian H e r a l d ) , i t became a d a i l y , and has c o n t i n u e d as such e v e r 

s i n c e . 

S i n c e 1928 Hennára has been owned by Frank Wegrzynek, a P o l e , 

who i s a l s o the owner o f the P o l i s h d a i l y Nowy Swiat (New W o r l d ) . 

C u r i o u s l y enough the name o f the p r e s e n t owner, Wegrzynek, means i n 

P o l i s h " l i t t l e H u n g a r i a n . * P r i o r to 1928 the paper was owned and e d i t e d 

by Oeza D. B e r k o , the s u r r i Y o r o f the two Berko b r o t h e r s who bought the 

paper i n 1899 and e f f e c t e d the mergers . The younger b r o t h e r d i e d before 

the World War, and the e l d e r b r o t h e r , who e d i t e d the paper f o r twenty-

e i g h t y e a r s , became the dean o f Magyar j o u r n a l i s m i n A m e r i c a . H i s 

g e n e r o s i t y , h i s p a t r i o t i s m , and h i s c o n s i s t e n t e f f o r t s to a l l e v i a t e the 

l o t o f immigrants won him g r e a t p o p u l a r i t y among the Hungarian masses . 

Berko v i s i t e d Budapest e v e r y y e a r and served f a i t h f u l l y what 

he c o n s i d e r e d to be the i n t e r e s t o f h i s c o u n t r y , w h i l e remain ing l o y a l 

a t the same time to Amer ica . He gave employment to a l l newspapermen who 

a r r i v e d i n Amer ica from Hungary, and p a i d f a i r s a l a r i e s . He seldom n e t t e d 

a p r o f i t on the e n t e r p r i s e , and was o f t e n f o r c e d to borrow money i n o r d e r 

to c o n t i n u e p u b l i c a t i o n . 
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Hopssmva began a t a l i b e r a l newspaper devoted to the i d e a l s 

o f L o u i s K o s s u t h and f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t the Hapsburg dominat ion o f Hungary. 

I n American p o l i t i c s the paper has supported Tammany H a l l on 

l o c a l i s s u e s , but i n n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s i t s a t t i t u d e has d i f f e r e d i n v a r i o u s 

p e r i o d s , depending on s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s and the s h i f t i n g a l l e g i a n c e s o f 

the e d i t o r s and p u b l i s h e r s . I t s support i n the p a s t has been g i v e n to 

both Democrats and R e p u b l i c a n s ; a t p r e s e n t i t f a v o r s the p o l i c i e s of the 

Democratic A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

Nspszava has been f r i e n d l y to the Horthy government i n Budapest 

s i n c e the end o f the World War, a l though p r o t e s t i n g a g a i n s t i t s a n t i -

S e m i t i c e x c e s s e s and i t s a l l i a n c e w i t h N a s i Germany. Dur ing the September, 

1938, c r i s i s i n v o l v i n g C z e c h o s l o v a k i a , the paper adhered to i t e t r a d i t i o n a l 

p o l i c y o f Hungarian n a t i o n a l i s m and g r e e t e d the dismemberment o f Czecho

s l o v a k i a w i t h the joyous c o n c l u s i o n t h a t a t l a s t the Magyar hopes f o r the 

r e t u r n o f the t e r r i t o r i e s l o s t as a r e s u l t o f the World War were b e i n g 

r e a l i s e d . However, the r e t u r n o f former Hungarian t e r r i t o r i e s a f t e r the 

Munich p a c t d i d not change N é p s z a v a u n f r i e n d l y a t t i t u d e toward the 

T h i r d B e l c h . I v o r s i n c e H i t l e r prevented Hungary from o b t a i n i n g a common 

f r o n t i e r w i t h Po land by occupying the Czechos lovak p r o v i n c e o f C a r p a t h o -

R u s s i a , Sep s z a r a has been c a r r y i n g on a campaign a g a i n s t h im. I t a l s o 

l a b e l s the N a s i p e r s e c u t i o n o f Jews a s " b a r b a r i c * and "inhuman"• A l 

though opposed to a l l r a d i c a l i d e a s , the paper has taken a benevo lent 

a t t i t u d e toward u n i o n o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

Népszava has e d i t o r i a l o f f i c e s a t Budapest ,Hungary , where i t 

i s r e p r e s e n t e d by D r . Andor Kun, an a u t h o r i t y on Magyar p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s . 
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uI t t d a i l y i s s u e compri ses s i x pages . On Sundays i t c o n t a i n s a l i t e r a r y 

s e c t i o n and l e n g t h y a r t i c l e s on w o r l d e v e n t s , a s w e l l a s c o n i e s , s t o r i e s , 

o f Hollywood and Broadway, and o thar l i g h t t o p i c s . 

Prank Wegrzynek a c q u i r e d the paper (1928) when i t became i n s o l 

v e n t , through the M e t r o p o l i t a n News Company, d i s t r i b u t o r s o f f o r e i g n - l a n g u a g e 

newspapers i n New Y o r k . He found, however, t h a t i t was a l o s i n g v e n t u r e . 

Some r e a d e r s r e s e n t e d the f a c t tha t t h e i r paper had come i n t o non-Hungarian 

hands , a n d , s i n c e the change, the c i r c u l a t i o n had dropped to 12 ,000 , whereas 

a t i t s peak , i n p o s t - w a r y e a r s , i t was a s h i g h a s 40*000. The new owner 

r e p e a t e d l y t r i e d t o o b t a i n a s u b s i d y from the Hungarian Government, f i n a l l y , 

i n 1931, the paper r e c e i v e d $300 a month f o r about t e n months. Regent 

Horthy l a t e r g r a n t e d Wegrzynek a d e c o r a t i o n , and the s u b s i d y was wi thdrawn. 

Among the e d i t o r s aad s t a f f c o n t r i b u t o r s to Népszava d u r i n g the 

f o r t y y e a r s o f i t s e x i s t e n c e were such o u t s t a n d i n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s i n Magyar-

American j o u r n a l i s m a s D r . M i c h a e l S i n g e r ; M a r t i n D l e n e s , who was a member 

o f the Hungarian P a r l i a m e n t and e d i t o r of a Budapest d a i l y ; Joseph Y a r t i n , 

a v e t e r a n Hungarian j o u r n a l i s t ; C s s k a r M i k l o s ; and Oesa Kende. 

D u r i n g 1919 and 1930, the overthrow of the Hapsburg dynas ty was 

f o l l o w e d i n r a p i d s u c c e s s i o n b y the r e s i g n a t i o n o f the l i b e r a l r e p u b l i c a n 

government of Count K a r o l y i and the e x t i n c t i o n o f the Communist B e l a Kun 

reg ime . The White T e r r o r , o t h e r w i s e known a s the Horthy regime, raged i n 

Hungary, but Menssava took a r a t h e r lukewarm a t t i t u d e toward the r i s i n g 

p r o t e s t s a g a i n s t i t s e x c e s s e s . 

Neoszava had no compet i tors u n t i l 1901, **ften the C l e v e l a n d 

Ssabadsag(Freedom) made i t s a p p e a r a n c e s ^ T h i s d a i l y waw founded by Tihamér 

Kohanyl and soon a t t a i n e d a r e p u t a t i o n i n the S a s t a s w e l l a s i n the West. 

The feud between the two d a l l i e s developed i n t o a t h r e e - c o r n e r e d f i g h t , 
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when the Hungarian S o c i a l i s t s i s s u e d X l o r e (Forward) i n 1903 . Ho r e a l 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n has e v e r been e f f e c t e d among these compet i tors* 

Another attempt a t p u b l i s h i n g a Hungarian- language d a i l y was 

e s s a y e d by I g n a t s K e r e k e s , a book- s tore owner, who founded toretertes 

(Harmony) i n 1916. He assembled the b e s t p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a f f he cou ld f i n d 

and i s s u e d a n e x c e l l e n t j o u r n a l , which c a r r i e d on f o r n e a r l y a y e a r * F l n a n -

c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s caused the p u b l i c a t i o n to suspend e a r l y i n 1917* 

The next endeavor was sponsored by a group o f t e n Hungarian news

papermen and p r i n t e r s . E a c h c o n t r i b u t e d $600 and worked wi thout pay f o r 

more than a y e a r . I t was c a l l e d Magyar U.I sag (Hungarian News), and had 

marked s u c c e s s i n o b t s l n i n g s u b s c r i b e r s d u r i n g the f i r s t s i x months of i t s 

e x i s t e n c e ( 1 9 2 4 ) . W i t h i n a y e a r i t s c i r c u l a t i o n had r i s e n to 1 0 , 0 0 0 . The 

r e c e i p t s , however, were i n s u f f i c i e n t to d e f r a y expenses; soon d i s s e n s i o n 

developed, and the paper had to cease p u b l i c a t i o n . 

The t h i r d e f f o r t was made by the same men i n 1934, when they 

r e v i v e d Magyar U J s a g i n t a b l o i d form. Though the paper was s u c c e s s f u l i n 

t h i s new form i n the b e g i n n i n g , i t passed out o f e x i s t e n c e i n 1935, owing 

to l a c k of f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . 

The p o l i c i e s o f these three defunct papers d i f f e r e d l i t t l e from 

t h a t o f the p r e s e n t - d a y M t r l f c l i I f r * * * * H ^ c s m v a . They were more or l e s s 

l i b e r a l c o n c e r n i n g American p o l i c i e s , and advocated A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n , b u t 

they a l l supported the n a t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n s and the p o l i c i e s o f the Hun

g a r i a n Government. 

The o f f i c i a l organ o f more t h a n a s c o r e o f Hungarian s o c i a l c l u b s , 

b e n e f i t s o c i e t i e s , and f r a t e r n a l o r d e r s i s S g y l e t l S l e t ( S o c i a l L i f e ) , 

e s t a b l i s h e d a s a weekly i n 1925. E a c h o r g a n i s a t i o n pays C h a r l e s Brown, ek
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uthe p u b l i s h e r and p r i n t e r , a y e a r l y s u b s i d y v a r y i n g from $60 to $200, i n 

r e t u r n f o r which i t r e c e i v e s one or two columns of space and f r e e c o p i e s o f 

the paper f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n among i t s members. 

News and e d i t o r i a l matter i s s u p p l i e d by the s e c r e t a r i e s o f the 

s u p p o r t i n g o r g a n i s a t i o n s , but e d i t o r i a l s a r e w r i t t e n b y the e d i t o r h i m s e l f . 

The paper has a c i r c u l a t i o n o f about 1 0 , 0 0 0 , i s i s s u e d i n t a b l o i d format , and 

c o n t a i n s from twelve to s i x t e e n pages . 

HlJáTT iffft (Hungarian f u t u r e ) i s the paper r e a d m a i n l y by Hun

g a r i a n Communists i n New Y o r k . I t made i t s appearance on December 15 , 1938, 

a s an a n t i - F a s c i s t week ly , a d v o c a t i n g a "uni ted f r o n t " p o l i c y a g a i n s t a g g r e s s o r s . 

The paper c a l l s i t s e l f a "Hungarian newepaper o f p r o g r e s s . " 

I t i s the s u c c e s s o r o f a l o n g l i s t o f l a b o r p a p e r s , the f i r s t o f which 

was Népakarat ( W i l l o f the Peop le ) — o r i g i n a l l y p u b l i s h e d i n 1902, a s a Hun

g a r i a n w o r k e r s 1 monthly and l a t e r as a semi-monthly - and o f t h r e e d i l i e s 

t h a t fo H e w e d i t — t h e S o c i a l i s t floors, the Communist U.I S i c r e . and the Communist 

"urjited f r o n t " AfffrtrTfl 1 Magyar V i l a * (American Hungarian W o r l d ) . 

H o r s ( F o r w a r d ) , a weekly l a b o r p u b l i c a t i o n , r e p l a c e d the d i s c o n t i n u e d 

Népakarat i n 1912, and became the o f f i c i a l organ o f the Hungarian S o c i a l i s t 

P a r t y i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I n 1913 i t became a d a i l y , and i n 1918 changed i t s 

n a m e t ° U-1 Nlore (New F o r w a r d ) . When the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y s p l i t i n t o two 

f a c t i o n s , the paper bee- me the v o i c e o f the l e f t - w i n g S o c i a l i s t s and , i n 1919, 

the o f f i c i a l organ o f the Hungarian Communist P a r t y i n A m e r i c a . One o f i t s 

ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u



ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

ue d i t o r t was John Lekay L e i t n e r , who i n 1917 at tempted to k i l l Count Stephen 

S i s m a , the Hungar ian p r e m i e r . (Count T l t z a wat a s s a s s i n a t e d i n October , 1918, 

by persons whose i d e n t i t i e s were n e v e r e t t a b l i t h e d ) . He tpent a y e a r i n a 

Budapest p r i s o n be fore b e i n g l i b e r a t e d by the Communist regime under B e l a Kun. 

Upon the f a l l o f the Communist government and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the m i l i t r y 

d i c t a t o r s h i p under Admira l Horthy , he escaped (1919) to V ienna and l a t e r to 

A m e r i c a , where he e d i t e d UJ JEloro u n t i l h i s d e a t h i n 1927. 

Ü.1 a l o r e reached i t s peak between 1918 and 1920, when i t s d a i l y 

c i r c u l a t i o n amounted to 2 5 , 0 0 0 . As i n t e r e s t i n communism d e c l i n e d , the c i r 

c u l a t i o n d e c r e a s e d u n t i l toward the end i t had no more than 1 0 , 0 0 0 r e a d e r s . 

I t war i n c o n s t a n t f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , f o r , a s an u l t r a r a d i c a l p a p e r , i t 

was unable to a t t r a c t a d v e r t i s e r s . 

When the Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h e d the "popular f r o n t " 

p o l i c y i n 1935, the paper was moved to C l e v e l a n d ; s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d i t s u s 

pended, but l a t e r reappeared a s a "popular f r o n t " d a i l y under a new name. 

E a r l y i n 1937 i t was brought back to Mew Y o r k , where i t sought the c o - o p e r a t i o n 

o f S o c i a l i s t s , l i b e r a l s , and o t h e r e lements i t had h i t h e r t o b i t t e r l y a t t a c k e d 

a s " s o c i a l - f a s c i s t " and "bourgeois r e a c t i o n a r i e s . " Under i t s new name, 

fflrrfllafi Magyar T U j g (American Hungarian W o r l d ) , I t was e d i t e d by C t s k a r 

M i k l o s . The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n proved u n s u c c e s s f u l , a s may o f i t s r e a d e r s r e 

fused to go a l o n g w i t h the now more moderate V i l a * , p r e f e r r i n g the o l d u n 

compromising p o l i c y o f U.I a l o r e . The S o c i a l i s t s , on the o ther hand, c o n 

s i d e r e d the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a s a r u s e , b e i n g s u s p i c i o u s o f " p e o p l e d f r o n t " 

a s advocated by the Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l . The c o n s e r v a t i v e ele& nt i n 

the Hungarian c o l o n y was e n j o i n e d by the c l e r g y and o t h e r i n f l u e n t i a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s to Ignore the revamped p a p e r . 
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V l l a g , soon found i t s e l f I s o l a t e d , w i t h i t s c i r c u l a t i o n unable 

to r i s e above the i n i t i a l 7 , 0 0 0 . and i t was f o r c e d to suspend i n November, 

1938. Through a p r e v i o u s l y arra n g ed c h a t t e l mortgage, however, i t kept 

i t s p r i n t i n g p l a n t , and, w i t h i t s b a s i c c a p i t a l formed a p r e s s committee 

to r a i e e funds from l e f t i s t and Communist groups throughout the c o u n t r y , 

i n o r d e r to make i t p o s s i b l e "for t h i s l a b o r organ to cont inue I t s s t r u g g l e 

a g a i n s t f a s c i s m . " I n t h i s manner $10,000 was c o l l e c t e d , and the f i r s t 

i s s u e o f V i l á g ' s s u c c e s s o r , Magyar J o v o . appeared i n December, 1938, pub

l i s h e d by the Hungarian D a i l y J o u r n a l P u b l i s h i n g Company. I t s t a r t e d as 

an e ight -page weekly e d i t e d by John Nagy, a member o f the e d i t o r i a l s t a f f 

on each o f the p r e c e d i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s , and from the b e g i n n i n g enjoyed a 

c i r c u l a t i o n o f 7 , 0 0 0 . Wel l e d i t e d , i t o a o r l e s i l l u s t r a t i o n s and c a r t o o n s 

u s u a l l y r e p r i n t e d from American Communist p u b l i c a t i o n s ( D a i l y Worker, 

lew, Masses , and o t h e r s ) . I t a l s o p u b l i s h e s news from Hungary, a s w e l l 

a s t o p i c s o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l importance , and r e p o r t s o f events o o c u r i n g 

i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I t has a women's s e c t i o n , a department devoted to 

h e a l t h and h y g i e n e , s p o r t s i t e m s , news o f w o r k e r s ' o r g a n i s a t i o n s , and a 

c l u b column. 

Al though the naper c l a i m s t h a t i t I s not a Communist organ , 

i t s a t t i t u d e toward reoent European events—and p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s u n 

c r i t i c a l defense o f S o v i e t R u s s i a — f o l l o w s to the l a t t e r the l i n e o f 

most Communist p u b l i c a t i o n s . 
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Another l a b o r p a p e r , A Munkae ( t h e W o r k e r ) , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1909, 

i s the organ o f the Hungarian S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y i n America (not to be 

confused w i t h the l a r g e r and more i n f l u e n t i a l S o c i a l i s t P a r t y ) . I t i s 

e d i t e d by A l e x a n d e r K u d l i k , the n a t i o n a l s e c r e t a r y o f the p a r t y , and appears 

every S a t u r d a y i n four pages . I t propagates the p r i n c i p l e s o f D a n i e l De L e o n , 

one o f the f i r s t proponents o f Marxian s o c i a l i s m i n America and l e a d e r o f the 

f i r s t o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the I n d u s t r i a l Workers o f the World. 

A Mttlwfrff f a i t h f u l to i t s r i g i d d o c t r i n a r i a n i s m , i s not e n t h u s i a s t i c 

about the s o c i a l - r e f o r m measures o f the R o o s e v e l t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Work P r o 

j e c t s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n p r o j e c t s , a c c o r d i n g to t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n , mere ly succeed 

i n p a u p e r i z i n g the working c l a s s . The group r e p r e s e n t e d by t h i s paper i s 

opposed to the American F e d e r a t i o n o f L a b o r and i t s l e a d e r s h i p , which they 

b e l i e v e h a s b e t r a y e d the r e a l I n t e r e s t s o f the w o r k e r s . However, i t ma in 

t a i n s t h i s same v i ew w i t h r e g a r d to the Congress o f I n d u s t r i a l O r g a n i s a t i o n s 

and John L . L e w i s . The paper i s m a i n l y concerned w i t h news from a l l s e c t i o n s 

o f A m e r i c a , p a r t i c u l a r l y a r t i c l e s d e a l i n g w i t h the l a b o r problems. 

The b a s i c i d e a o f the paper i s e x p r e s s e d b y the s l o g a n c a r r i e d i n 

the r i g h t - h a n d c o m e r of the f r o n t page I "Complete A b o l i t i o n o f the Wage 

Sys tem." T h i s paper approves the f o r e i g n p o l i c y o f S o v i e t R u s s i a . 

The Hungarian L i b e r a l Weofty 

The l i b e r a l Az Smber i s g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d to be the most i m 

p o r t a n t Hungarian weekly i n A m e r i c a . I I c i r c u l a t e s i n e v e r y c o u n t r y where 

Hungarians l i v e , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f Hungary, where i t i s banned by the 

a u t h o r i t i e s . Read by I n t e l l e c t u a l s as w e l l a s by educated w o r k e r s , i t 

r e p r e s e n t s Hungarian c u l t u r e i n e x i l e and i s f o l l o w e d c l o s e l y by government 
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uc i r c l e s i n Budapes t . I t s c o l l a b o r a t o r s and c o n t r i b u t o r s a r e drawn froia the 

b e s t w r i t e r s o f Hungary—those who f i n d i t i m p o s s i b l e to get a l o n g w i t h 

t o t a l i t a r i a n r u l e and who a r e devoted to the s t r u g g l e f o r democracy and 

c i v i l r i g h t s . 

F e r e n c Oondor, the e d i t o r and p u b l i s h e r o f As Amber, i s a p r o g r e s s 

i v e j o u r n a l i s t w i t h no s p e c i a l p a r t y a f f i l i a t i o n s . A f t e r e s c a p i n g from Hungary 

i n 1919. he found refuge i n V ienna where f o r f i v e y e a r s he p u b l i s h e d h i s weekly 

magazine. I t had p r e v i o u s l y appeared i n Hungary f o r a number o f y e a r s , g a i n 

i n g a r e p u t a t i o n f o r i t s courage and i t s s taunch defense of l i b e r a l p r i n c i p l e s 

and the l a b o r movement. Throughout i t s c a r e e r I n V i e n n a , the magazine a t t a c k e d 

the White T e r r o r i n Hungary and the a n t i - S e m i t i c and n r o - T a s c i s t p o l i c i e s o f 

the Horthy government. I n 1926 Oondor came to America and e s t a b l i s h e d h i s nub

i l e t i o n h e r e . 

Dur ing the y e a r s o f h i s e x i l e , the e d i t o r o f As Ember has been 

r e p e a t e d l y s e n t e n c e d — i n a b s e n t i a — b y the Hungarian c o u r t s to y e a r s o f hard 

l a b o r , because o f h i s a r t i c l e s expos ing c o n d i t i o n s i n the homeland. He i s 

s t i l l b e i n g s u b j e c t e d to c o u r t p r o c e d u r e , u s u a l l y on the charge o f " i n s u l t i n g 

the Hungarian n a t i o n . " While i n Vienna he wao kidnapped by e m i s s a r i e s o f the 

Budapest government, who f o r c e d him i n t o a n automobi l e , i n t e n d i n g to take him 

to Hungary. He escaped , however, s h o r t l y be fore r e a c h i n g the f r o n t i e r . 

D u r i n g the time i t was p u b l i s h e d i n Budapes t , the magazine 

appear d i n e d i t i o n s o f 60,000 c o p i e s . I n Vienna i t reached a c i r c u l a t i o n 

o f 30 ,000 , but i n Hew York i t s r e a d i n g >ublio has f a l l e n to 3 , 0 0 0 . 

A* a s b e r . has inve ighed p r i n c i p a l l y a g a i n s t p o l i t i c a l c o r r u p t i o n . 

I t has fought n a z i - i s m and f a s c i s m , a s w e l l a s Communist d i c t a t o r s h i p . 

At the s t a r t o f i t s c a r e e r the magazine was a S o c i a l i s t organ , but a t p r e s e n t 

i t cou ld be b e s t c h a r a c t e r i s e d a s a Hungarian d u p l i c a t e of the Hew York N t i o n . ek
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uAs 3mber p u b l i s h e s v e r y l i t t l e m a t e r i a l tha t eon be deeor ibed 

as news s t o r i e s , most i f i t s copy b e i n g commentaries i n the f o n o f a r 

t i c l e s . I t has correspondents i n the p r i n c i p a l European c a p i t a l s , and 

i t s make-up i s European r a t h e r than American . 

The f e r r e n t at tachment o f t h i s paper to the s a n c t u a r y i t s 

e d i t o r s and p u b l i s h e r s found i n America i s a lmost l y r i c a l l y expres sed i n 

an e d i t o r i a l e n t i t l e d " H a i l A m e r i c a " , o f September 9 , 1939. 

l M I H flajhollo f r e t s 

Among the papers h a v i n g a f a r i l y l a r g e c i r c u l a t i o n i n Hew Y o r k , 

a l though not p u b l i s h e d i n t h i s c i t y , a l though not p u b l i s h e d i n t h i s c i t y , 

p a r t i c u l a r mention should be mads o f the weekly Jo P a s a t o r ( the Good 

Shepherd) . I t was f o r m e r l y p u b l i s h e d i n Hew Y o r k , but moved to C l e v e l a n d 

e r l y i n 1928. A c o r d i n g to Poet O f f i c e f i g u r e s , i t p r i n t s 12 ,000 c o p i e s . 

I t i s a v i o l e n t l y a n t i - S e m i t i c organ and p u b l i s h e s a l l the propaganda 

m a t e r i a l i t r e c e i v e s from the Hungarian-Language P r e s s Bureau i n B e r l i n . 

Sponsored by a group o f C a t h o l i c c l ergymen, sympathet i c toward the F a t h e r 

Cough l ln movement, i t a l s o p u b l i s h e s much news c o n c e r n i n g Boman C a t h o l i c 

Church a f f a i r s . 

l i r T l Y g f r i a n l n f f i 

The e a r l i e r Hungarian newspapers had g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y i n e s 

t a b l i s h i n g and m a i n t a i n i n g themse lves , and i n v a r i a b l y they ceased oub-

l i o a t i o n w i t h i n a y e a r o r two. Only two p a p e r s , u s i n g perhaps shrewder 

methods to r a i s e funds , managed to s u r v i v e . R e s o r t i n g to e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e 
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ud e v i c e I n o r d e r to e x i s t , they conducted " c o l o n ! z a t i o n * campaigns, s o l d 

r e a l e s t a t e i n F l o r i d a , o r g a n i s e d e x c u r s i o n s to the o l d c o u n t r y , r a n beauty 

c o n t e s t s , a r r a n g e d b a l l s , promoted t h e a t r i c a l e n t e r p r i s e r , and brought over 

t h e a t r i c a l s t a r s and Oypsy l e a d e r s from Hungary. Host o f these f i n a n c i a l 

e n t e r p r i s e s were based upon the s e n t i m e n t a l a t tachment o f t h e immigrants 

to the l a n d o f b i r t h and i t s c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s . 

The f i r s t Hungarian- language paper on r e c o r d i n Hew Y o r k , the 

fljjTlT " i s j i u i o t t e J r ftfp^f, (Hungarian Oase t t e o f P o l i t i c a l S x l l e s ) , made i t s 

I n i t i a l appearanoe i n October , 1^63. I t s a im wax to v o i c e the p o l i t i c a l 

t h e o r i e s and a s p i r a t i o n s o f the Hungarian e x i l e s who found a haven i n 

Amer ica a f t e r the c o l l a p s e o f the 1848 r e v o l u t i o n , and f o r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f a l i b e r a l c o n s t i t u t i o n . The o r g a n i s e r s o f t h i s p a p e r , s i x t y i n a l l , 

were w r i t e r s , a r t i s t s , p r o f e s s o r s , and e x - o f f i c e r s — a l l a s s o c i a t e s o f L o u i s 

K o s s u t h , l e a d e r o f the i n s u r r e c t i o n . The paper was d i s c o n t i n u e d a f t e r s i x 

weeks, f o r the handfu l o f emigres were unable to support i t s m i b l i c t i o n . 

The second at tempt a t Hungarian j o u r n a l i s m i n Hew York was made 

i n J u n e , 1879 , when Magyar Amerika (Hungarian America) appeared under the 

e d i t o r s h i p o f W i l l l a m H. Loew and Arkad Mogyoróssy. Loew, l a t e r a l a w y e r , 

poe t , and t r a n s l a t o r o f Hungarian l i t e r a t u r e i n t o S n g l i s h , was a l s o f o r 

many y e a r s one o f the l e a d i n g f i g u r e s i n the Hungarian c o l o n y . Mogyorósay, 

h i s a s s i s t a n t on Magyar Amer ika , p u b l i s h e d many L a t i n textbooks used i n 

s c h o o l s and u n i v e r s i t i e s throughout the wor ld; he wrote them under the 

pseudonym "Aroadius Ave11anus ." HlffTnT Alffffttoi l i t e r a r y i n c h a r a c t e r * 

appeared but t w i c e , and was the f i r s t Hungárián newspaper to be p u b l i s h e d 

i n b o t h S n g l i s h and Magyar. 
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uA more s u c c e s s f u l e f f o r t was a i d e i n F e b r u a r y , 1884, when 

Amer ika i Kcmzetor s t a r t e d p u b l i c a t i o n a s a monthly a n d , a f t e r a y e a r , 

was trans formed i n t o a w e e k l y . T h i s organ was the f i r s t l i n k between 

the Hungarian c o l o n i e s o f Hew Y o r k , C l e v e l a n d , and s e v e r a l o t h e r c i t i e s . 

At t h a t t ime t h e r e were no more than 3 ,000 Hungarians i n A m e r i c a . 

I t f i n t 1 ? r a d v e r t i s e d i t s e l f a s b e i n g the "only paper i n the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s o f America p u b l i s h e d i n the Magyar l anguage ." I t s e r v e d 

the immigrants w e l l by p o i n t i n g out the dangers tha t t h r e a t e n e d them from 

a l l s i d e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y from v a r i o u s f r a u d u l e n t a g e n c i e s t h a t f l o u r i s h e d 

d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d . I t was e d i t e d by Gustavo S r d e l y i , the f i r s t p r o f e s s i o n 

a l Magyar newspaperman i n Hew Y o r k , and p u b l i s h e d , u n t i l 1889, by S c h n i t z / e r 

B r o t h e r s , a German-American f i r m which a l s o I s s u e d a German week ly . I n 

t h a t y e a r Nemzetőr changed ownership and adopted a new name. A m e r i k a i Magyar 

MlflTnr fliflnvig •*<*• appearance i n 1893, a t a t ime when mass 

immigrat ion o f Hungarians was a t i t s h e i g h t . I t was founded by D r . M i c h a e l 

S i n g e r , D r . Henry B a r a c s , and Count Herman Z i c h y , an a r i s t o c r a t who had 

l e f t Hungary because o f d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h h i s f a m i l y . 

S h o r t l y a f t e r the a b s o r p t i o n o f Hirado by Henssava , a new weekly 

appeared, BfTnihlftrlg ( the I m m i g r a n t ) , under the e d i t o r s h i p o f D r . Michae l 

S i n g e r . T h i s newspaper soon developed i n t o a prosperous p u b l i c a t i o n , a p p e a r 

i n g on s i x t e e n pages and c a r r y i n g , a l a r g e number o f American i tems i n a d d i t i o n 

to news from Hungary. I t was n a t i o n a l i s t i n o o l l o y but c o n t r i b u t e d much t o 

ward the A m e r i o a n i s a t i o n o e f r e c e n t immigrants . By t h i s t ime the newcomers 

had begun to pay more a t t e n t i o n to s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s i n A m e r i c a , 
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but they v e r s m a i n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n r e p o r t s c o n c e r n i n g working c o n d i t i o n s 

and wages i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y . T h i s c o n t r i b u t e d to the s h i f t 

i n g o f Hungarian s e t t l e m e n t s from one i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r to the o t h e r , and 

min ing and s t e e l companies p a i d l a r g e sums to a g e n c i e s t h a t d i r e c t e d work

e r s to t h e i r d i s t r i c t s . 

Bevándorló, which s t a r t e d w i t h a few hundred s u b s c r i b e r s , b o e a t -

ed I n 1910-1911 a c i r c u l a t i o n o f 2 0 , 0 0 0 , the h i g h e s t f i g u r e e v e r a c h i e v e d 

by a Hungarian week ly . Bevándorló ga ined an e x c e l l e n t r e p u t a t i o n ; i t eoon 

became the most important Hungarian- language newspaper o f t h a t e r a , even 

a f t e r two d a i l i e s , the Hew York AjTrüKfts P P * ™ * frpssara and the C l e v e l a n d 

d a i l y Szabadság ( L i b e r t y ) , made t h e i r appearance . S a r l y i n the t w e n t i e t h 

c e n t u r y , however, these d a i l i e s began to make i n r o a d s upon the c i r c u l a t i o n 

o f Bevándorló, and i n 1907 i t c e a s e d p u b l i c a t i o n . 

I n a d d i t i o n to the newspapers t r e a t e d above, there are n ine 

w e e k l i e s i n v a r i o u s towns o f New J e r s e y , P e n n s y l v a n i a , and C o n n e c t i c u t . 

The m a j o r i t y o f these a r e o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d p a p e r s . The o l d e s t i s Hirnok 

(Messenger) , o f New B r u n s w i c k , which was founded about 1910. T h i s news

paper c a r r i e s more a d v e r t i s i n g than any o ther Hungarian- language p a p e r , 

not e x c l u d i n g the d a l l y newspapers , a l though i t s c i r c u l a t i o n does not 

exceed t h a t o f o t h e r out -o f - town w e e k l i e s . 

H i r n o k . l i k e the o ther w e e k l i e s , was e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h l i t t l e 

o r no c a p i t a l by immigrants who had no j o u r n a l i s t i c e x p e r i e n c e . News

papers o f t h i s type s u r v i v e on the bounty o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 

i n d i v i d u a l merchants , toge ther w i t h the s u b s c r i p t i o n s ($2 a y e a r ) , which 

average no more than 1,000 a y e a r f o r each p u b l i c a t i o n . ek
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uB r i d g e p o r t , the Hungarian newspaper i s s u e d from B r i d g e p o r t , 

öonnectiout, i s f r a n k l y p r o - F a s c i s t and p r o - N a z i . I t i s p u b l i s h e d by 

C o r n e l i u s Ceongrady, an e r s t w h i l e l i n o t y p e o p e r a t o r . The newspaper 

under i t s new name Testvériség (Brotherhood) r e c e i v e s the support o f the 

l o c a l p r i e s t . F a t h e r C s e m i c z k y , and h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n . 

Newark! Hír lap (Newark Haws) , o r i g i n a l l y the p e r s o n a l p u b l i c 

a t i o n o f C h a r l e s S l s l e r , a w e l l - t o - d o Newark m a n u f a c t u r e r , i s now the 

j o i n t defender o f communism and the Roman C a t h o l i c Church and e n j o y s 

a measure o f p o p u l a r i t y and p r o s p e r i t y by means of t h i s r a t h e r s t a r t l i n g 

combinat ion . I t i s an e ight -page p u b l i c a t i o n c a r r y i n g a v a s t amount o f 

J " 

c h u r c h news. I t s e d i t o r . D r . A c s , who succeeded C h a r l e s H l s l e r , has 

managed to make t h e paper the f a v o r i t e organ o f Hungarian Homan C a t h o l i c s 

i n Newark, L i n d e n , New B r u n s w i c k , and s m a l l tosms s c a t t e r e d throughout 

New J e r s e y . 

The P e r t h Amboy Hirado ( H e r a l d ) , e s t a b l i s h e d 1929 by a former 

r e s t a u r a n t e u r and r e a l e s t a t e b r o k e r , i s a four-page t a b l o i d c a r r y i n g 

news and c h u r c h , s o c i a l , and p e r s o n a l n o t e s , wi thout any p o l i t i c a l c o l o r 

a t i o n or n a t i o n a l p o l i c y . 

Two o t h e r papers p u b l i s h e d i n New J e r s e y , ffuggetlenseg(In

dependence ) and J e r s e y Hirado ( J e r s e y H e r a l d ) , are the l a r g e s t Hungar ian-

language w e e k l i e s i n t h a t S t a t e . They a r e somewhat b e t t e r p a t r o n i s e d by 

a d v e r t i s e r s than a r e the m a j o r i t y o f the o t h e r Hungarian w e e k l i e s . Bo th 

p a p e r s a r e , however, p e r s o n a l organs o f the e d i t o r s and p u b l i s h l i t t l e 

o r i g i n a l m a t e r i a l , c o n t e n t i n g themselves w i t h c l i p p i n g s from the Hungar ian-

American d a i l i e s and newspapers r e c e i v e d from Hungary. P o l i t i c a l l y they 
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um a i n t a i n an American c o n s e r v a t i v e p a t r i o t i s m and support Hungarian n a t i o n a l 

i s t p o l i c i e s . 

Al though p u b l i s h e d i n the l a r g e c i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a , P h i l a d e l p h i a 

ftstyrottlRftfl ( P h i l a d e l p h i a Independence) s h a r e s the g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

o f the s m a l l c i t y w e e k l i e s , w i t h the d i f f e r e n c e tha t one o f i t s e i g h t t b i o i d 

pages appears i n E n g l i s h , m a t e r i a l b e i n g s u p p l i e d by a s y n d i c a t e * 

tujsaa,tlon 

Though the Hungarian p r e s s may a t p r e s e n t have a c e r t a i n h o l d over 

i t s s r e a d e r s o u t s i d e o f New Y o r k , i t s f u t u r e i s p r o b l e m a t i c a l . L i k e a lmost 

a l l f o r e i g n - l a n g u a g e newspapers , i t i s s l o w l y l o s i n g i t s r e a d e r s to the 

E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e p r e s s , as the f i r s t g e n e r a t i o n of H u n g a r i a n - s p e a k i n g people 

i s d y i n g out and I s not b e i n g r e p l a c e d by a s u f f i c i e n t number o f new immi

g r a n t s . 

«0 

ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u



ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u

í m 

a %•• • s i 

ek
on

yv
ta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u


