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Star-News Staff Writer

There's a special reason to
note this week's L i b r a r y of
Congress concerts: the Juilliard String Quartet, assisted
by pianist Beveridge Webster,
will be playing a "lost" Piano
Quintet by Bela Bartok writ
ten in 1904 which never has
before been performed in the
United States.

Bartok did, in fact, revise
the Quintet and entrusted the
altered manuscript to Wald
bauer, who eventually turned
it over to the Bartok Archives
in Budapest, where it lan
guished unseen and unheard
for more than 60 years.

A few years ago, a son of
Waldbauer told Robert Mann,
first violinist of the Juilliard,
about the manuscript, and
Mann began trying to gain
access to the revised version.
The Quintet was not released
for performance by the Bar
tok Archives until a year or so
ago, when it had its world
premiere in Budapest. T h e
J u i l l i a r d was provided with
the materials for the first U.S.
performance, which is to take
place in New Y o r k ' s A l i c e
Tully Hall (also with Webster
at the piano) on Tuesday.
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The Quintet is a substantial
35-minute work in Hungarian
folk idiom which Bartok, new
ly graduated from the Buda
pest Conservatory, had com
posed as a vehicle for his own
performance with the P r i l l
and Waldbauer quartets.
Much different in style from
his later, more dissonant mu
sic, the piece was a considera
ble success with the public.

anyone to play it again, he
wanted to revise it drastical
ly.
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The fact that audiences
seemed to prefer this light
weight composition to others
which Bartok considered
more consequential irritated
the composer to the point
where after one performance,
he threw the score across a
room and said he never want
ed to play it again. He never
did. Furthermore, he also told
his friend Imre Waldbauer
that before he would allow

