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SIR SAMUEL AND LADY BAKER. 
The safe return to England of this courageous and skilful 
pioneer of civilisation in the wilds of Central Africa is an 
"ent which has been hailed with general congratulations. 
lho«e who are more particularly interested in the advancement 
• geographical science, which was so greatly promoted by his 
ducoveries concerning the probable source of the Nile and the 
Uke Albert Nyanza, have on this occasion shared a common 
• ^ g of satisfaction with the philanthropists and the political, 
"OH or commercial reformers -who have witnessed his suc-
•mul efforts, using the authority confided to him by the 

'Fire 
w 

Khedive of Egypt , to suppress the cruel traffic in slaves among 
the savago tribes of that hitherto inaccessible region. W e may 
take some pleasure in reminding our readers that, in the y tar 
18(55, soon after Mr. Baker's return from his four years' 
wanderings in Africa, this Journal received some of the ; 
earliest contributions of his pencil and pen, which were 
afterwards embodied in the interesting book that contains 
a full account of his explorations and adventures. 
H i s portrait was at that time engraved for our pages ; 
but, as he has since gained new claims to public esteem, 
there are enough grounds for presenting it again to view, 
accompanied by that of his lady, who has long been accus- I 

tomed to partake with him the hardships and perils, as well as 
the heroic delights and merited glories, of his most enterprising 
achievements in travel. 

S i r Samuel White Baker, who was born June 8, 1821, is 
eldest son of the l i te Samuel Baker, E s q . , of Thorngrove, 
Worcestershire (at one time High Sheriff of that county), and 
of L y p i a t t Park, Gloucestershire. H e went to O ) Ion in I S 15, 
prompted by the enthusissm of a sportsman, and wrote a book 
entitled " The Rifle and Hound in Ceylon." W i t h his brother, 
Colonel Baker, he set up, in 1848, a large agricultural estab­
lishment at Newera E l l era , a h i l l station a hundred miles from 
Colombo. Of this an account is given in his " E i g h t Y e a r s ' 
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Wanderings in Ceylon," published in 1855. H i s first wife, • 
1/enrietta, daughter of the Rev . Charles Martin, was married 1 
to Mr. Baker in 1843, but died without leaving h im any chil­
dren. I n IStiO lie married the present Lady baker, who was 
sm Austrian or Hungarian lady*. IlflrenCB, llnllghtur ol l'innian 

"WTSass. She HccompanietHllln, in March, 1SG1, when he started 
for an expedition in Africa, intending to meet Captains Spoke 
and Grant atthe sources of the N i l e ; they wero travelling north- • 
westward from Zanzibar, while he went up the river (the White 
jjii'.el h«yond Khartoum, having first spent a few months in 
»jxi)loring the tributaries of the Atbara and blue Nile. 

I t was at the end of 18Ü2 that Mr. and Mrs. baker set forth 
'..o ascend tbe course of the White Nile h u m Khartoum. They 
Krf.'t Speke and Grant in February id; Oondokoro, when Baker 
LkVnt that, besides the Victoria Nyanza, out of which the Nile 
l e w s , tívwa 7 H reason to believe in tlio existence of another 
greao la.se to the westward, from which the river must derive 
its most important supply of water. Ho resolved to go in 
search of this : and, taking leave of Speke and Grant , made his 
way, only attended by a few native servants and htdhveompaniod 
by his young wife, through the Latooka and Ohbo country to the 
junta and Jvaruma, thence traversing Unyoro, and reaching the 
fastens shore of the newly-discovered lake on March 14, 18(i4. 
This lake he called the Albert Nyanza. I t extends two or three 
Degrees nortli and at least two degrees south of the Equator, <— 
• 'it its southern extremity has not yet been exposed. I t s width 

is about sixty miles, and its shores are mountainous, very much ^ 
so on the western side. W h e n Mr. and Mrs. Baker returned to 
England the fame of his adventures and discoveries won him a 
very high degree of social favour. H e was presented wi th the - — 
gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society and with honorary 
degrees of the Universit ies; and in November, 186G, her 
Majesty the Queen bestowed upon him the honour of knight­
hood. H i s book, " T h e Albert Nyanza and Great Basin of the 
Nile," published by Messrs. Macmillan and Co. , has gone 
through several editions. Another book, " T h e Nile Tributaries 
of Abyssinia," came out at a later date. 

I n September, lSb'i), Sir Samuel baker undertook, at the 
request of the Viceroy of Egypt, to command an Egyptian 
military force for the subjugation of the lawless tribes in the ' 
White Nile region, and for the suppression of the slave 
trade. Lady Baker went with him, as before, and Lieutenant 
James f iáker, l t . I í . H e encountered great obstacles, and 
bis force of 1600 in in was soon reduced, by desertion and rick-
ness,.to about 200, with whom be entered the Unyoro territory, ~~ 
and there had to ecu front the murderous treachery, followed by 
the open hostility, of KabbaRcgga, the Unyoro King . Having U 
fought a battle, won a victory, and burnt the town of Masindi, 
in t.ie summer of 1872, the next act of S ir S. baker was to ally 
hiimelt with Rionga, a rival claimant of the kingdom, to depose 
Kabba Regga and set up a new native government, which 
owns alhguuice to the Khedive of Egypt, and which is 
pledged to stop the slavo trade. The Egyptian dominion is 
thus extended to the Equator, and our brave countryman 

. I.a w. II earned the stipulated reward of £1(1,000 paid by the 
Khedive, who lately welcomed him with signal honours on 
his return to Cairo. He has founded several new military and 
Commercial statiopn in the equatorial latitudes, opened the 
navigation of the White Nile a long way up, and made it a 
Comparatively easy task to explore the districts yet unknown. 
Hut the opinion he entertained, while in that [tart of the world, 
of a connection between the Lake Albert Nyanza and the Lake — 
Tanganyika, explored by Dr. Livingstone and Mr. Stanley, 
appears to be (juito erroneous, having been founded on tho 
v ig'ie. rumours prevalent among the natives in Uganda. S i r 
•Samuel baker, however T M tulliriently occupied with mili­
tary and political Operations, which have had a most satisfactory 
result 

The Portraits of S ir Samuel and L a d y baker are engraved 
from the photographs by i lessrs. Maull and Co. 
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LADY BAKER. 
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Florence Baker 
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from a painting by Mrs. Stanley after a photograph by II. M. Stanley ek
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