5 :Tler n sportsman,
London on 8 June 1821, was the
e ——1 of Samucl Baker of Lypiatt 1%
tershire, by Mary, daughter of
— — — son_of Enfield. His fathe
India merchant, possessing
== Zxi | perty in Jamaica and M|
glmndl‘nhvr, Captain Va
| Rristol, won fame by nearly.ca;
his privateer eloop t sar, a French
frigate of 32 guns, o i e 1782, Valen- |
v pl.] was his younger |
' of Sir E{lnm:nlﬁa

——" father for a time |
" 2 —— rented High; from Sir John Guise. -
e was edug t a private school at
e v

1833 and 1835 at the —
ester, and subsequently,
by a gjvate tutor, Henry Peter
ot Totfenhnm. This somewhat
rse of education was completed
fort, where he attended
t carned German.  Early in life
e} erested in natural history and ~———————————— —

%% yand exhibited o remarkable power \
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of observation. His father at first intended | across the Dobrudsha, and threw hi
that he should be his successor in business, | with all his ener{v_lv into the task l‘&Iem.sr
but & very short experience of office work Baker to Lord Wharneliffe, 30 h1
was enough to show that such a career guoted in *SirS. Baker: a Memoir
would be unsuitable. Probably the only | this period, whep travelling in H
reason which h:x:n]h'ker from engaging in first met Florence, daug f He
travel sooner he did was his early Yon Sai, whom he married d I
marrisge (3 Aug. 1R42) to Henrietta Who became Wi~ Tovoted WG
Biddulph, daughter of Charles Martin, On the completion of the
rector of Maisemore. He now spent eome way he for a time travelle
months in Mauritius, ussisting his brother, apemlmg severul montly
John Baker, in the management of his hood of Sabunga at
father's estate, but it was not till 1845 that beginning of 1561
the ¢ spirit of wandering' seized on him in a sport. !
fashion not to be denied (Bixer, Eight  Stimulated, doybtless example of
Years in_ Ceylon, p. 374). Possessed of John Hanning 5 ’?l.\'. , with whom he |
< > 0 A

Epcr: led him first to direct his attention to of more ambjti uy
eylon. THis first visit in 1246, in which Le his sister, 20 b. p. 41), he stated
was accompanied by his wife, was mainly his project,¢hie to push on into Cen-
spent in big game hunting, but he was so trul Africa\{Fom Kjgrtoum, muking for the
fuscinuted by the fine country and the joys high ranges el he believed the Nile
of a hunter’s life that he went home in 1847 1o derive if3/ source. ‘For the last few
determined to return ss a colonist. Per- yeurg\he &fote, ‘ my dreams have been of
suading his brothers John and Valentine to, | Love of adventure and the shoot- -
follow his Jead, he set about the establish- i gaie impelied him on his course,
ment of an English colony at Newers Eliya, Lout seeking it Baker may be said |
n station 6,000 feet above sex level and gtymbled on his mission in life (Sir

i i Baker: @ Memoir, p. 41). His first
as to meet Speke and James Augus- 7
ut [q. v. Suppl.], who were expected
dch the White Nile some time in 1563, |
en Bakerarrived at Cairo 21 Mareh 1861, he
iffi | dwcided to occupy his time and fit himself | —
for his task by a preliminary expedition in

He purchased land from the governmen
and chartered a vessel for the convoy of his
party, consisting of eiglteen adul 3
sailed from London in September 1
route for the new settlement. Inix
culties were overcome by the
leader, & somewhat barren soil
of time rendered fertile, and
original settlers long remain
became a flourishing Eﬁt

During nine years spen
explored, in the cours«

sinia, Starting from Berber with his wife
and but & small following, he made for Kas- |
| sala, where he engaged camels and carriers.
er | He crossed the Atbara at Korrasi and fixed
ven- | his headquarters at Sofi, just above the con-
of the  fluence of thet river and the Setit. Here ha
racts of the made a stay of five months, and explored "
f & remark- | the Setit river, but most of the time was
in big gume hunting. His prowess in e
the field won for him the friendship and ad-
K in 1858, | miration of the Ilamran Arabs, themselves
neid\nts in the sport | mighty hunters. Ile explored other tribu-
ntly engaged. | taries of the Atbara, including the Bahr-er- |
nﬂgm, Sulam and the Angareh, and followed up
to affect his | the course of the Iehad to its confluence |
¢ immediste canse of his | with the Blue Nile.  Thence he marched to
ily to England in 1355, | Khartoum, where he arrived on 11 June
occasioned by the sudden | 1862, The value of the work of exploration
vife from typhus fever st |during this fourteen months’ journey and of
Bigorre (20 Dec. 1855), Baker | the observations proving the Nile sediment
t to lighten his trouble by travelling | to be due to the Abyssinian tributaries was
publicly recognised by Sir Roderick Mur- |
ehimnj&. v.], president of the Royal Geo-
graphical Society. Daker had also during
Sea | the period gained for Limsull experience us

exploration of the Nile tributaries of Abys- - e
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an explorer, m;.:te;d Am'l_Ji-q;, and ;e‘.:uirlud [ climax in a d;n;nn;l for the 3
the use of astronomical instruments. He | I{!nvinglhe.\'ila towards thé ary
now spent six months at Khartoum in pre- | with an escort of three hund Amrasis |

paration for his greater effort. | men, whom he was 8

—_ ~  Failing to secure government troops as an | rid of, Baker pursued along the
( escort, he started on 18 Dec, 1862 upthe Nile ' right bank of the K with only
- with three vessels, twenty-nine transport twelve male follo; is troubles
animals, and a party of ninety-six, including were enhanced by th s illness of his
. _ forty-five armed men. Gondokoro was | intrepid wife fybf sunstrake. Threatened |
reached on 2 Feb, 1868, and information | with her loss at\a\womenbwohen the journey

¢ jend near, his
ere  wellnigh
fe
of

~ were detained on the Upper Nile, On the | own heal
Tesolution

arrival of Speke and Grant on 15 Feb. Baker  broken ; +
— 1 supplied them with stores and placed histhree | struggled
vessels at their disposal for their journey  coma, byi
- down the Nile; no less generous were they | T&H h

in informing him of what remained to be | soutfi‘en point of the lake, the object of
. discovered. Speke gave his own maps, in | his s in hiz j
which he had mserted the supposed position | ‘et

. of the lake into which he ha en informed
the Nile flowed, and from which it issued |
again, and urged his friend to complete the | s a8 lost . . . and named the lake the
discovery of the Nile source. Baker's first '\ " Baker's ohservations of the
difficulties were due to the active hostlity { Yake proved tobe curiously inaccurate; misled
e of the slave-dealers, to whose garnvan|he | probably by the haze on the surface (VaxDpe-
attempted to attach himself, i ®'S account in Geag. Journal, ix. 369)
— dangerous mutiny of his men he and native reports, he subsequently in error
deterred, but, accompanied by | described the lake as extendi g a vast dis-
— of his original party, whom | tance to the south (STANLEY in Darkest
nbe’v orders, he followed anot ¥ | Africa, ii, 328). He now coasted along the
( ¥ } _ of ivory and slave traders returnmg he | eastern shore for thirteen days, when he
Latuka country, regardless of their ts,  reached Magungo, the entrance of the Vie-
From Latomé, where anotfipr mutipy among = toria
"~ his men was only quell i urage- | of tracing the river northwards from its exit
ous decision, he marched rrangolé, the | from the Albert Nyanza on account of the

- " capital of the Lat

tate
and on

¢ water’s edge, drank a d
add thanked God most siunereetlv;
uided him when all hope of

|

ound all progress d owing to | Koshi districts, he explored the portionof the

—— his dependence on 4der Ibrahim, | stream over which Speke had been unable to
which had because of the = pass, from Magungo to the Island of Patooan,

continued des en. Fora time and named the Murchison Falls after his

he was practi ive at Tarrangolé | friend Sir Roderick, the president of the
and the unwilln panion of o slave- Ilnyanuui;mphiun] Society. At Patooan he
dealer en| o\harrying the country in remained for two months, dangerously ill
all direc Myy 1863 he made a short - from fever, and again dependent for trans-

ife south, leaving his wife port on King Kamrasi, by whom he was de-
ndly chief at Obbo, when he tained for several months at Kisuna and
&\ valusble information with = constantly harassed for further gifts and for
sought-for lake; but it was nssistance against the king's enemies. 1t was
that he was able to per- not until 17 Nov. 1864 that Baker was able
o direct the course of the | to start on his return journey north, ngain in
o%ards Kamrasi's country and the | the company of the trader Ibrahim. He ar-
a fulls, He arrived at the White rived at Gondokoro on 17 March, and st
/22 Jan., and et the Karuma falls on | Khartoum on 3 May 1865, after an absence
hext day, but experienced great difficulty | of two years and a half,
his dealings with King Kamrasi, from he disgovery of the Al

o\
= e country it was as diflicult to get | the most accomplished in
Away us in the first instance to approach. | rous career: the work of
— or carriers, us well as for permission to | Speke and Grant was thus completed, and
puss through his country, Baker was com-  the source of the Nile freed from mystery.
pletely dependent on the will of this grasp- Though it was left to Stanley (15 Dec.

e g potentate, whose cxtortion reached its  1887) to discover the third lake and to

ile. Ubliged to ahandon his intention

| savage nature of the tribes in the Madi and =



- actively employed ; and at

+ mand were set fort|

+ the rank of pachs and m:
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correct the account of the extent of the | koro, but the period of high flood was \lo
Albert Nyanza to the south, Baker's name | owing to the transport vessels i
will ever be associated with the solution | by the government mot bein|
of the problem of the Nile source. The | aiter a fruitless struggle witl
fact also that the whole expedition had been | covered stream, he was oblig:
independently devised and the charges | and wait for the mext Ni
thereof defrayed by the traveller added not gﬁg_d gain with Lady
a little to the honour of his achievement. | 1870, and the expetirton

On his return to England in October 1865 | the Bahr Ez Zéraf branch o ¢y
he found that the gufd medal of the Royal | its way with enormous diff 2

Geographieal Society had already been | camals through the s l%ﬂ 0

nw-n'las to him; and in the following year | reached on 15 April 1§
he was presented with the gold medal of the | annexed to Egyptisn s
Paris Geographical Society, and bis services | 1871, As the sta
were recogmised in August 1860 by the }mﬁsesaiun of the
honour of knighthood. Baker became an forced for & supp
honorary M.A. of Cambridge in 1868, and to come to

was elected F.R.S. on 3 June 1860. He Ahmed
published his account of the expedition, en- | governmen
titled *The Albert Nyanza, Great Basin of | The hostilityh
the Nile, and Explorations of the Nile hardly veile

Sources, in 1866, and the work immediately | by tham indited to attack Baker's force, and
nly‘partially subdued after very
ghting, Leaving a garrison

became popular, and many editions have | were
bowm issued. .

with 212 officers and men on

which country he publicly declared

i otection of the Egyptian government.

[ % the young king, Kabrega, behaved with
1869, bf, request, travelle a duplicity worthy of his father, Kamrasi,
of the Prince of Wales on h .
Egypt and journey up the Nile,
dive Ismail entered into communfié
him to secure his services updgpst!
government, and on 1 A
-PTnintpdgorumorgonem .
Nile basin for a term of

tacked Baker's force when incapacitated by
drugged or poisoned plantain wine. Tho
able to beat off the attack through

guard, Baker was obliged to abandon his
ary, with = position at Masindi on 14 June 1872, and
Ottoman army. T his com- | stunt ambuscades in the long grass on the
er-thy’ firman by | line of march, and after being forced to
They included the | abandon the bulk of his baggage, did he
guthority of the | succeed in reaching Rionga's country. That

of Gondokoro, | sovervign's ¢l 1o the Einngghi;p of Unyoro

which he was appoint,
subjection to
countries situate

the suppressic etrade and the | the governor-general now supported,
. introduction eme. and the | also communicated with Mtesa, ki::g- of
opening e great lukes | Ugands, who despatched troops to Unyoro

a E To carry out this ame- | in his support. On his return to Faliko he

iti x i ith | was attacked by Aba Said, the slave-dealer,
whom he defeated and captured after a
great quantity of supplies | pitched battle, and by this success in
Iz was the first Englishman | established his authority, He returned to
igh office under the Egyptian = Gondokoro on 1 April 1573, leaving gurrisons
nd in aceepting the command | at _the stations wii:-_h Lie had formed on be-
no way supported by the English half of the Egyptian government, and on
ce. The first_dilficulty of the | 26 May, his period of command having ex-

Tnor was to arrive at his seat of | pired,started on his return journey to ]\'Lar-f
verfiment : his intention had been to pro- | toum. /
y the Nile from Khartoum to Gondo- | Baker's services to Egypt were recugui#f

Sl \

a<indi on 14 May 1872 to be under tha

the new governor started on |

and, encouraj by the slave-traders, at- .

devoted bravery of his Soudsnese body- |

J
neral in the | only after seven days’ fighting through con-
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by the bestowal of the imperial order of the
Osmanie 2nd class, His period of govern- d
ment in the Soudan was too short to be suc- | near Worcester, on 4§
cessful ; he, however, established theskeleton | first marriage there wirh
of an sdministration, and struck the first [y three
blow against a trade which he found to be | father. A portra
legalised by the very authority under which | graph is prefixed {emoir’ by Douglas
he was commissioned to destroy it. On his | Murray, and
return to England he was much féted, and | the explore
accorded an enthusiastic reception by the CTHI Jeenk
Geographical Society (8 Dec. 1873). He Nyanza;'fre ion of u photograph also
ublished in Septrmber 1874 an aceount of appo in\thé ‘ Geigra
[:is journey and administration under the | 152). /I
title * Ismailia;' this account in two volumes = Lord AV
wns somewhat hutilg written in sixty-four | pan
d.ngs (letter from Baker to Gordon, 8 July | yery
1875, in 8ir S. Baker : a Memoir, p. 227).
Baker's interest in the fature of the
Soudan mever slackened ; he cor ded
constantly with Gordon, who succeeded him
in April 1874. To the aband of) the ]
Soudan he was altogether opposed, and i
the years following that eventJ

Orleigh, near Newton Abbat}

GiG; who hintlbbe Tix: SaEe

\big game hunting, as a_m|
erfyl build, of medi t, but
ry bfoad shoulders and deep chest,

ksing an extraordinary capacity for
iply/ fatigue.
e whote with rapidity and fluency, and
he popularity of his various worksis attested
by the number of reprints and editions
which have been issued. The followingis a
never tired, by means of correspondenep in—1ist of his chief writin,gn: 1. *The Rifie and
the press and of communicatigns, to g | the Hound in Ceylon,’ 8vo, 18563 ; reprinted
ministers of the day, of advocyfing its_e-’| 1857,1874, 1882, 1884, 1800, 1892, 2. ‘Eight
sumption (ib. pp. $43-60), and - | Years' Wanderings in Ceylon,’ v, 1855,
eiderable foresight regarded O ow | and 1874, 1880, 1883, 1884, 1890, 1891,
Lord) Kitchener as the instrument rmost | 1804. 8. “The Albert Nyanza, Great Basin
like” - to bring this aboug{letter of Sir 8. | of the Nile, and Explorations of the Nile
Baker to Kitchener, 20, April 18027 quoted | Sources,’ 1868, 2 vols. 8vo; numerous sub-
e 432). uent editions and reprints. 4. ¢ The Nile
g Tributaries of Abyssinia and the Sword
Hunters of the Hamran Arabs,’ 1867, 8vo;
four subsequent editions and numerous re-
prints, 5. ‘Ismailia, 1874, 2 vols, 8vo;
el he, however, | nd ed. 1874 ; rd ed. 1878, 6. ‘Cyprus as
g5 part of the yuri] saw it in 1879, 1879, 8vo. 7. 'Wild
Cyprus/and his impressions | Deasts and their Ways,' 1890. He also
boak ¢ Cyprus as I saw | wrote two story books: * Cast up by the
wys constantly in Egvpt, | Sea,’ 1868, many times reprinted, and * True
ke @/and 1802 visited India | Tales for my Grandsons,' 1883, In addition
3) and almost to the end of life his | to the above Buaker published numerous
h enabled him to maintain his | pamphlets and articles in reviews, in par-
e greatest living hunter of | ticular in the ¢ Nineteenth Century,” 1884 ;
In\whatever quarter of theglobe | “ Fortnightly,’ 1856, 1888; ¢ National Re-
1o by, whether in pursuit o?ulﬂ- view, 1888,
nts inAfrica and Ceylon, tiger-hunting |  [Buker's works; Sir Simuel Baker, n Me-
central provinees in India, deer- | moir, Ly T. Donglus Murriy and A, 5. White,
in Japan, bear-shooting in the | mes. 31 Dee. 1893; Geographieal Jour-
odky Mountains, this iron-nerved sports- | nal, Junuary 1594.] . C-n.
g ever proved his ahili;}' to excel all
{Kers. He himsell regarded the pursuit of
wngerous gnme as the best training for -
‘either an explorer or a soldier (7rue Tales

- for my Grandsons, p. 176). and to his own

experiences in the jungle and on the plain
the development nfjlniw remarkable tenacity
and resource as an explorer was doubtless
in great part due.

r died on 30 Dec. 1895 at_Sandfurd
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