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LIMPS INTO WEST 

Producer's Ordeal 
in Moving a Play 

jja. surgeon and play-
(BUDAPEST SATIRE feBSr*"5 — 

Educated in Budapest, he was 
a surgeon in Cleveland for 15 
years until 1946 when he moved) 
to Long Island "to be closer to| 
the theater." Dr. Bardoly re-

Great linquished his practice in 1955 
after fracturing his neck in a 
fall. 

Last spring Dr. Bardoly flew 
to Budapest to visit relatives. 
They recommended that he see 
"Nadrag" and the next day he 
made his bid for the play. 

Officials at the Government 
copywright office refused to 
sell the international rights at 
first, saying that the play, as 

Special to The New York Times 
LONDON, Oct. 30—A Hun­

garian-born American has man­
aged to transfer a Communist 
satire to the West, but his or­
deal may deter others from 
trying the same. 

The play, "U Nadrag," or it stood, could not be exported 
rhp Trnncoro " hoc n ixr,,,-.* 'The Trousers," has been the 

.hit of Budapest for nearly a 
year and has played more than 
J150 performances in Moscow. 

An adaptation has been play 

to the West 
Dr. Bardoly said, "They told 

le that French and West Ger-
|man producers also were in­
terested, but they, too, had been 

rent) and other foibles of Hun­
garian life. 

Once having changed the lo­
cale to Sloane Square (it will 
be Sutton Place in New York) , 
"we had to remove the Com-

jmunist satire because it would 
be meaningless in a British set 
ting," Dr. Bardoly said. 

"We changed about half the 
play and completely rewrote 
the third act, which was 
straight Communist argu­
ment," he added. The play now 
contains neither political nor 
social commentary. 

Dr. Bardoly began his adap­
tation in New York, but soon 
learned that the angry author 
was insisting on a "word-for-
word translation." His objec­
tions carried no legal weight, 
the contract having been drawn 

ing the British provinces for turned down.""He Then" offered 
two weeks, but Britons are see-jto rewrite the play ' in an 
i"?._? n l y 5 ? * e l e t o n v e r s i o n °e-;American or English atmos-

and the Hungarians cause the Hungarian authori 
ties insisted that the anti-Gov­
ernment flavor be removed be­
fore it could be shown in the 
West. 

Now named "The Importance 
of Being Dressed," the play has 
been transformed from a biting 

eventually parted with the 
adapter promising to do what 
he could to maintain the in­
tegrity of the original produc­
tion. 

Next week the author is 
scheduled to arrive here to see 
what the play looks like. He 
will see it in Bath, where it 
will be playing after a week 
each in Richmond and Notting­
ham. 

One member of the produc­
ing staff said that the laughs 
were still in the same places 
and this might mollify the 29-
year-old-playwright, who i' 
apparently still under the im-

(pression that the play has un­
dergone a literal translation. 

So far the critics have not 
been enthusiastic about Dr. ™ ,J th Tu 6 . . . m 4 W 1 1 ; u e e n enmusiastic about Dr 

^ h ^ h e , ? P y i i g h t o«ice, Bardoly's adaptation. The Not 
Budapest

 d ° l y ^ *"* t 0 S g h a m
 Guardian Journal si?! 

" W P L t • * « ' 1 1 i s P r e d>ctable, elementary 
l d „ v ^ r T i T, f r u s t r a t i n S | a n d done at shouting level, but 
l d a y s - Dr. Bardoly said, and very good fun." 

phere" 
I agreed. 

The story focuses on a busi­
nessman whose promotion is 
threatened because he hasn't 
any trousers to wear and can­
not attend a crucial company 
meeting. The locale is an apart­
ment HP ha= fnrnichn^ hi . 

^ m „ r r 7, * mua*\meeting. The locale is an apart-
C Z S S ? ° n £ ° f

m m U n i S t bu-|ment he has furnished f or h s 
™ % t 0 , w h a t °"e critic mistress and the trousers are 
«klt h - g m u s i c h a I 1 | successively ^ l e d , soaked, 

1 ™C

Q

n- , u scalded, lost and replaced. 
The producers, who are ne-l In Budapest, this simple storv 

•Sí há nv g I 0" a W e S t E " d s l »°w-( l ine provided' an o^ítfinűí 
, a ! e

ű

b e e n engaged in their for the author, Ferenc Dunai 
CSitSí n W 1 í ? u n g a r i a n a " - to comment on the Communis 
SSSSS? a

s m c e a s t S p r m g - Their factory hierarchy, the promo-
T h i J S ; n 0 t

h

O V e K u t i 0 n S y s t e m ' t h * equality of 
Inlav to á» b r ° r ^ g h t

T

 t h e s*™5 ( i n t n e Communist ver-
(playjo the West is Dr. Louis W the mistress pays half the 

 e
ko

ny
vta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u 

 e
ko

ny
vta

r.s
k-

sz
eg

ed
.h

u 


