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"Wanted, men of Hungarian descent, to work in 
sawmill. Maxwell, La." This advertisement appeared 
in an Ohio, Hungarian-American newspaper fifty 
years ago. Many Hungarians who saw it promptly 
left the mines where they were working, packed 
their bags and wi th their pockets very little filled 
with life savings moved to Maxwell. Maxwell today 
is called Albany. 

I t was a small mil l and the usable trees were about 
gone so only a few of the very first arrivals got 
the sawmill jobs. This left a balance of about fifty 

families with nothing to do. These people bought as 
many cleared acres as they could afford and settled 
down to grow whatever grew on land that up to 
that time had never deliberately grown anything. 
Trial and error, trial and error, and years of both, 
finally revealed that no matter how bad it was for ev­
erything else it was just wonderful for strawberries. 

Who planted the first strawberry must remain as 
mysterious as the man who ate the first oyster but 
whoever it was, he was the reason Hungarian Albany 
became a great strawberry-growing center. ekonyvtar.s
k-szeged.hu
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A L E X A N D E R B A R T U S - P R E A C H E R , A N D . . . After he finishes waking 
up his flock — by r ing ing the church bell —he preaches to the oldsters i n H u n ­
garian, then he wakes up the younger parishioners and preaches to them in 
English. This is his day of rest. The remainder of the week he teaches mathe­
matics in the h igh school, keeps the books and writes the checks for the farmers 
association, is a leader in both the Boy Scouts and the 4 - H club, and . . . 

P R E M I U M B E R R I E S - P R E M I U M P R I C E S - A f t e r the berries 
are picked, Albany's own Hungar ian Association crates and sells 
them to the brokers at Hammond , Louisiana. This is a p remium 
spot for p remium berries and p remium prices, so the Hungar ian 
is doing very nicely, thank you . ek
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I T ' S A F A M I L Y A F F A I R - T h e r e are no h i red hands in the 
berry business at Albany. Here, three generations grab the 
day at its very beginning because the berries a l l seem to 
r ipen at once' and have to be p icked and picked now. 
Neither strawberries nor strawberry prices improve w i t h 
age. The smaller chi ldren get sent to school bu t they p i t ch 
i n before and after when there is l igh t for p ick ing . 

7 

P I N E N E E D L E B L A N K E T S - Pine needles 
from what s left of the pine woods, are used to 
blanket the soil around the strawberry plants. 
This keeps the berries from touching the ground 
w h i c h is bad for them, and i t also makes the 
weeds so mad that they never happen. 
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P R I Z E W I N N E R S A L L - E v e r y housewife i n 
the communi ty has earned the r igh t , th rough 
performance, to cook the dish she does the best, 
and the ki tchen is f i l led w i t h performers, work­
ing almost independently of each other. Seventy-
five guests w i l l be served for a cash outlay of 
seven dollars and sixty-four cents. This does 
not include home-grown products. 

L I T T L E W H I T E C H U R C H - S u n d a y is over and the 
Hungar ian Presbyterian church can rest again. ek
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