
J a n u a r y 1 9 , 1 9 4 2 , 

I n r e p l y r e f e r to 
A-B^H 

My d e a r Mr. W r i g h t : 

I acknowledge the r e c e i p t of y o u r 
l e t t e r o f December 2 7 r e g a r d i n g Mr . B l a i r Gunthej 
and h i s i n q u i r y r e s p e c t i n g the a d v i s a b i l i t y o f 
h o l d i n g an A m e r i c a n - S l a v i c C o n g r e s s . The c o u r t e s y 
o f the sponsors i n i n q u i r i n g a s to the a t t i t u d e 
o f t h i s Department i s a p p r e c i a t e d , a l t h o u g h you 
o f c o u r s e r e a l i z e t h a t the f i n a l d e c i s i o n as to 
whether o r not s u c h a congres s should be h e l d 
does not l i e w i t h the S t a t e Department . 

The f u l l support f o r our war 
effofcts o f A m e r i c a n c i t i z e n s o f S l a v i c d e s c e n t , 
who a r e s u c h a l a r g e f a c t o r i n our p r o d u c t i o n 
programs i n heavy i n d u s t r y , i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i m p o r t a n t . A l l e f f o r t s , however shou ld a im a t 
m i n i m i z i n g d i f f e r e n c e s i n r a c i a l background 
and a t s t r e s s i n g the fundamental u n i t y of the 
c o u n t r y . P r o v i d e d t h e r e f o r e t h a t the purpose and 
program of such a c o n g r e s s alms a t s t i m u l a t i n g 
Amer ican u n i t y and i s c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h i s 
s u b j e c t and not on c o n t r o v e r s i a l problems 
r e l a t i n g to t h e f u t u r e o f E a s t e r n E u r o p e , i t 
c o u l d be of c o n s t r u c t i v e a s s i s t a n c e . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s 

s i g n e d by the S e c r e t a r y 

The Honorable 
J a m e s A . W r i g h t , 

House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 
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