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( copy) A p r i l 1 , 1 9 4 2 . 

I n r e p l y r e f e r to 
A - B / H 

My d e a r D r . N i e b u h r : 

I have r e a d w i t h c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n 
y o u r l e t t e r o f March 26 ,1942 c o n c e r n i n g the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s known a s f r e e movements,and t h a t 
a c t i v i t i e s o f D r . T i b o r E c k h a r d t , who i s c h a i r 
man o f a Hungar ian gromp r e c e n t l y o r g a n i z e d i n 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

The g e n e r a l p o l i c y of t h i s 
Department i n r e g a r d t o " f r e e movements" was 
made i n P r e s s R e l e a s e no . 600 of December 10 , 
1941 , a copy o f w h i c h i s e n c l o s e d f o r your 
i n f o r m a t i o n . Y o u r a t t e n t i o n i s i n v i t e d to t h e 
s e n t e n c e i n t h e l a s t p a r a g r a p h o f t h i s p r e s s 
r e l e a s e t h a t r e a d s a s f o l l o w s : " The Department 
h a s t a k e n c o g n i z a n c e o f t h e e x i s t e n c e of a 
number o f committees r e p r e s e n t i n g f r e e movem
e n t s ; but h a s not extended any form o f r e c o g 
n i t i o n to them, f o r m a l or i n f o r m a l " . T h i s i s 
s t i l l the D e p a r t m e n t ' s p o l i c y and i t a p p l i e s 
t o D r . E c k h a r d t 1 s Independent Hungary Committee 
a s w e l l a s to o t h e r " f r e e movements". The 
Department a c t u a l l y endeavors to be c u r r e n t l y 
in formed of the a c t i v i t i e s o f a l l p e r s o n s 
connec ted w i t h o r g a n i z a t i o n s of t h i s t y p e , 
and i t g i v e s f u l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n to i n f o r m a t i o n 
from a l l s o u r c e s r e g a r d i n g them. S p e c i a l s t u d i e s 
and i n q u i r i e s a r e a l s o made whenever n e c e s s a r y , 
t o make s u r e t h a t s u c h groups do not engage 
i n a c t i v i t i e s c o n t r a r y to t h e i n t e r e s t s o f the 
J n i t e d S t a t e s , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e f e r e n c e to 
our s u c c e s s f u l p r o s e c u t i o n o f t h e w a r . 
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Y o u r l e t t e r quotes e x t r a c t s from 
a l e t t e r s i g n e d by an o f f i c e r of t h i s Department^ 
Mr, H a r o l d B . H o s k i n s . I am not c l e a r from y o u r 
l e t t e r whether you have seen the f u l l t e x t 
o f the l e t t e r i n q u e s t i o n , o r whether you have 
been g i v e n o n l y the e x t r a c t s q u o t e d . A r e a d i n g 
of t h e complete l e t t e r would have shown t h a t 
i t c o n t a i n e d no r e f e r e n c e to r e c o g n i t i o n , f o r m a l 
o r i n f o r m a l , o f D r . E c k h a r d t 1 s movement*.The 
p h r a s e s w h i c h you quote r e f e r r e d o n l y to the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r o c e d u r e recommended f o r a l l 
" f r e e movements", o f w h i c h D r . E c k h a r d t 1 s 
committee i s o n l y one o f s e v e r a l groups known 
to t h e Depar tment . 

I have been g l a d of t h i s o p p o r t 
u n i t y t o r e f e r i n some d e t a i l to a m a t t e r on 
w h i c h I have observed t h e r e has been some g e n 
e r a l m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n from t i m e to t i m e , I t r u s t 
t h a t you w i l l f i n d t h a t the D e p a r t m e n t ' s p o l i c y 
has been de termined by the same p r i n c i p l e s 
t h a t m o t i v a t e a l l o f u s i n our v a r i e d e f f o r t s 
t o b r i n g t h i s war t o a s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n . 

S i n c e r e l y y o u r s 

A c t i n g S e c r e t a r y 

E n c l o s u r e : 
P r e s s R e l e a s e no . 600, 
d a t e d December 1 0 , 1 9 4 1 . 
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