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A BOSTON" L I T E R A R Y J O U R N A L . 
- T o - d a y ! W h y w h a t is tha t — ? " 

>H\KI.-i"l.ARF.. 

E D I T E D B Y C H A R L E S H A L E . 

R E D D I N G & C O , P U B L I S H E R S . 6 8 T A T E 8 T R E E T J 

I J O S T O N . S A T U R D A Y . M A R C H 

THELOO-CHOO ISLANDS. 
THESE islands l y i n g at a short d i s tance 

from the coast o f Ch ina were b rough t to the 
I notice o f the w o r l d by occasional descriptions 
I o f voyagers, but more especial ly b y a very 
i agreeable account g i v e n by Cap ta in Bas i l 
, H a l l o f these islands and the i r inhabitants . 

Capt, H a l l , when on board the b r i g L y r a , h i 
j the year 1810, i n company w i t h the Alces te , 

having on board the B r i t i s h ambassador, L o r d 
I Amherst , v is i ted this group, and gave i n his 

published volumes a ve ry p leas ing descr ip t ion 
o f the hospitable manners and pa t r ia rchal 
habits o f the inhabi tants . H e represented 
that they were the remains o f the go lden age, 
» specimen o f p r imi t i ve l i f e w h i c h seemed to 

I have survived the age o f i r on . T h e Empero r 
Napoleon w h e n at St. He lena , a l l o w e d Bas i l 

j H a l l to pay h i m a v i s i t , and l is tened w i t h i n -
; terest to the reci ta l o f the captain o f the L y r a . 
! A l l Europe had read i t w i t h a v i d i t y . T h e 
I disinterestedness, the goodness, the happi

ness o f the Oukin ians , (the pr inc ipa l i s l and o f 
« 6 g roup is Oul r in ia , ) had almost passed i n t o 

I 1 proverb. M o r e recent accounts f rom these 
elands seem to show tha t the character o f 

j their inhabi tants has ma te r i a l l y changed 
i nnce the v i s i t o f Capta in H a l l , or tha t he 
I m Q s t have been mis t aken i n the impressions 
j « e received f rom w h a t he saw there d u r i n g 
i ">s v i s i t . T h e islands are now under the 
j " t nc t survei l lance o f the Japanes? govern

ment , w h o keep up over t hem the most wa tch-
fid care to prevent any in tercourse w i t h 
fore ign na t ions ; and i f the Ouk in ians have 
any k i n d feelings towards strangers they are 
o b l i g e d to conceal them. 

A remarkable account has been publ i shed | 
o f the residence i n one o f these islands o f 
D r . B e t t f l h e i i i i j an E n g l i s h physician, who 
wen t to L o o Clioo some three or four years 
ago to establish h i m s e l f there as a Chr i s t i an 
miss ionary. T h e inhabitants d id ever}- t i l i n g 
i n the i r power to prevent h i m from l a n d i n g . 
T h e authorit ies wa i t ed upon h i m and repre
sented to h im that i t was against the i r laws 
for foreigners to reside there. T h e y say, i n 
answer to his request to be a l lowed to remain , 
" I n this mis T a b l e r eg ion the present year 
has been one o f extraordinary dearth, so that 
the whole populat ion has been g rea t ly s t ra i t 
ened and ob l iged to feed upon w i l d p ine ap-

j pies to keep a l i v e : t r u l y 1 fear that before 
l o n g the scarcity 'w i l l become a l a r m i n g , and 
we shall be upon the borders o f s tarvat ion : I 
am now anxiously awa i t i ng the a r r i va l o f the 
h i g h F r e n c h commander, when I shal l state 
the circumstances o f the case, and a z a i n 
earnestly beg h i m to take these t w o m e n 
home w i t h h i m . " 

" B u t , sir , i f y o u now persist i n propping 
here, the distress o f rulers and people w i l l be
come more aggravated, and the coun t ry surely 
w i l l never be able to stand i t : I h u m b l y b e g 
y o u to have some considerat ion for t h i s dis
tressed worn ou t c o u n t r y ; look d o w n o n us 
w i t h magnan imi ty , be humane and compas
sionate. G ive up the design of s topp ing i n 
this l a n d ; wa i t t i l l w i n d and weather be fa
vorable, then embark i n the same ship, and 
sail back to your coun t ry . T h i s is w h a t I 
anxiously hope and look for you to do . " 

D r . Be t te lhe im, however, w i t h his f a m i l y , 
persevered i n the i r in ten t ion o f s t a r i n g i n the 
is land, and a,p old 3 M M g j , , 3 '"> 1 tOBj 
g iven them for a residence. Bu t the i nhab i t 
ants refused to hold any communica t i on w i t h 
t h e m ; whenever the E n g l i s h m a n nrneared 
the natives retreated before h im and conceal
ed themselves i n the i r houses, and w h e n he 
purchased meats i n the i r markets, they refused 
to take money i n p a y m e n t 

T h e " t w o m e n " to w h o m al lus ion is made 
i n the address o f the authori t ies to Bo t t e l -
he im, were t w o F rench missionaries who had 
been landed there t w o or three years before 
by A d m i r a l Cecillé, the commander o f the 
F r e n c h fleet on the China station, and w h o m 
the Loo-Chooians , w h i l e the F rench fr igate 
lay i n t he i r harbor, had promised to take good 
care of. 

A la te nnmber_oL the Revue des D e u x 
M ^ n a j s ^ r v e s ~ a n ' acc^ünTői a more~recent 
v i s i t t o these islands made b y the F r e n c h 
fr igate L a Bayonnaise, f rom w h i c h we gather 
some farther in format ion respec t ing the state 
o f these islands, the missionary Be t t e l he im , 
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' and the F r e n c h missionaries who had been 
! lef t there by A d m i r a l Cecillé. A l t h o u g h the 
! F r e n c h missionaries WQI-P P n t h p ' ^ " I t * 
i "ttetlt Hieim was a Prot.es tanL. they had stood 
' by*eTTclroTRer, and Be t t e lhe im hail been able 
• to renoer some essential services to his Ca th -
I o l i c b re th ren on the i r first l a n d i n g . F o r 
j e ighteen months the missionaries had ma in -
! tamed t he i r right o f mov ing about at the i r 

pleasure on the is land, i n compliance w i t h a 
promise made by the authori t ies to the F rench 

I A d m i r a l , that they should be a l lowed to do 
s o ; b u t as the reco l lec t ion o f the visi ts o f the 
F r e n c h and E n g l i s h frigates g rew more faint 

I i n the minds o f the mandarins, they showed 
I themselves desirous o f reconquering the 

g round they had been compel led to g ive up ; 
and on occasion o f the f u n e r a l o f the k i n g . 
w h e n the missionaries were o n T h e i r way to 
the c i t y of C h o u i , where a l l the populat ion o f 
the islands were assembled to witness the 
obsequies o f the monarch , they were met at 
the foot o f the h i l l , on w h i c h the c i t y stands, 
by m e n armed w i t h bamboos who attempted 
to prevent them from g o i n g fo rward ; they re
sisted f i r m l y , and were abused. T h e man
darins who wa i t ed at some distance the issue 
o f a contes t to w h i c h they w o u l d not have 
dared to expose themselves, t hen came for
w a r d . T h e y saw the missionaries t h r o w n 
upon the g round , s t ruck w i t h the bamboos, 
pul led by the hair , and dragged over the 
stones. W h e n they though t they had been 
suff ic ient ly punished they stopped the upl i f ted 
arms o f the guards who were about to renew 
the i r b lows , they protected D r . Be t t e l he im , 
w h o m they w^re pursu ing , and h u m b l y asked 
pardon ot the men who had j u s t before been 
so abused. I t was easy for the missionaries 
to pardon and forget these outrages, but they 
saw i n the affair such evident symptoms o f 
the Japanese inf luence, that the F rench mis
sionaries were en t i r e ly discouraged at the i r 
prospects o f h a v i n g any influence over the 
people. T h e y cou ld not doubt tha t the dele
gate f rom Japan, tha t myster ious proconsul 
who resides a t N á f a , the port o f th is is land, 
and who was a lways ment ioned w i t h signs o f | 
great fear by the Loo-Chooians, was h imse l f 
to be present at the roya l obsequies, and had 
e x a c t e d j h a t the foreigners should not_be a l -
Toweli t o be aTThis ceremony. 

Sőonafter this affair, M . ^ d n e t , one o f the 
F r e n c h missionaries, d ied, and was bur ied 
w i t h the ceremonies o f the Cathol ic Church 
i n presence o f the mandarins o f Chou i and 
Nafa . H i s s u r v i v i n g brother was a l lowed to 
place a cross upon his grave. T h i s survivor 
had resolved to leave the is land on the nex t 
v i s i t o f a F r e n c h ship, and t w o months after 
the death o f M . A d n e t , the Bayonnaise ar
rived i n the port o f Na fa . 

O n c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h M . L e t u r d u , the 
s u r v i v i n g missionary, the F rench commander 
decided to do n o t h i n g i n the w a y of reveng

i n g the insul ts w h i c h had been offered to uV 
missionaries. H e agreed w i t h them that fa 
was useless to a t tempt any longer to prean 
the gospel to those who so strenuously r< 
fused to hold any communica t ion with tb* 
preachers. " A F r e n c h priest never Klíma ' 
himself ," was the mot to o f M . Leturdu, ai,r. 
he prevai led on the F r e n c h commander to r<'. 
t ra in from acts o f violence ; bu t the latter re. 
solved to mark his displeasure at their conduct 
by t r e a t i n g the islanders w i t h a l l possible coo;, 
ness, to persist i n g o i n g ashore and procuring 
a l l the stores he wanted lo r his ships, thet 
depar t ing i n peace, t a k i n g away M . Leturdu 
w i t h h i m . These th ings he accomplished. f 

H e received a v i s i t on board ship from uV 
authori t ies , who expressed themselves with 
great h u m i l i t y . T h e F r e n c h officer after, 
wards wen t on shore. T h e f o l l o w i n g is die * 
descr ip t ion as g iven i n the Revue o f the ap-
pearance o f the count ry . 

" I t was nearly n ine o'clock when we pro
ceeded toward the c i t y o f Chou i . T h e inhab
i tants o f T o u m a i arranged themselves on our' 
passage to enjoy a spectacle w h i c h was pro
bably novel to t h e m . Squa t t i ng on their 
mats, they fo l lowed us w i t h the i r great eyc> 
w i t h a respectful ly t i m i d cur ios i ty . There 
were o ld men, ch i ld r en , men o f a l l ages, but 
there were no w o m e n to be seen. T h e nobles 
were d is t inguished b y the s i lver needle which 
they wore i n the hair , f rom the plebeians, whu 
wore on ly a copper needle. Passing along 
the sea shore, a l l shaded w i t h fine trees, we 
soon found surselves o n the grand road to 
Choo i . W e had not met since w e left France 
a road o f so impos ing an aspect ; at the point 
where this road ceases to be paved w i t h largo 
volcanic blocks , the heated and macadamized 
soi l presents a surface not less firm. There 
does not exis t i n Ch ina , that country of nar
row roads, any t h i n g at a l l comparable to this 
R o m a n way. T h e existence o f i t goes back 
to the most prosperous t imes o f the Loo-Cboo 
islands, and i n t r u t h this magnif icent caus°-
way seems almost a useless l u x u r y i n a conn-
t r y where there are no vehicles but paltn-

| quins borne on men's shoulders. Unfortu
nate ly the sides o f the h i l l are not so graded 
as to make the ascent to the capital easy, 
especial ly when an A u g u s t sun besieges with 
i ts a lmost ve r t i ca l rays the imprudent pedes
t r i an w h o dares to brave h i m at fu l l noon. 
T h e aspect o f the s m i l i n g h i l l s and the fertile 
count ry w h i c h surrounded us, reanimated oar 
courage and made us forget our lassitude. 

" W h a t a r av i sh ing landscape, what » 
gen t ly undu l a t i ng count ry , wha t freshne* 
under those c lumps o f trees t h r o w n into titf 
mids t o f green pastures! A t the summit 
the h i l l s extended, l i k e the ha i r on a casque 
plantat ions o f pines and l a rches ; i n the 
leys s lop ing l i k e terraces they cult ivate 
rice and the taro. T h e h igher and drier la 
are p lan ted w i t h sugar cane and sweet ek
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v > c t . Great O u k i n i a ig s i tuated be tween 
t l , e 26 th and ^TtK^Scgree o f nor th l a t i tude . 
Thtw nature has gathered there, as at T c n c -
rilfe, the productions o f temperate c l imates , 
anil those o f in te r t rop ica l reg ions . T h e 
cocoa w h i c h does not g row beyond the 20 th 
dejrree does not balance i n th is coun t ry i ts 
aspiring t r u n k and i ts green tu f t at the top, 
but the other members o f the pa lm f a m i l y , 
all those trees w h i c h exis t o n l y i n the sun's 
ravs, appear at every step, m i n g l e d w i t h the 
coniferous trees w h i c h are accustomed to 
brave the nor thern frosts. F i n a l l y , after hav-

! in<r c l imbed the last he ight , we entered the 
city, passing under three t r i u m p h a l arches, 

[ erected towards the middle o f the four teenth 
' century to the g l o r y o f three k i n g s who for-
' merly governed Grea t O u k i n i a . T h i s was 
I the grand era o f the Loo-Choo islands, the 
I t ime w h e n the i r j u n k s ca r r ied on a consider-
I nble commerce w i t h China , Japan and the 

Malay peninsula. T h e monuments o f Chooi 
all date f rom this epoch o f prosperi ty , they 
owe to i t that seal o f so l id i ty and grandeur 
so fore ign general ly to edifices b u i l t b y the 
M o n g o l r a re . 

" A n absolute sol i tude re igned i n the c i t y . 
W e wen t t h rough broad l o n g streets, bu t 
wh ich were not animated by those l o n g rows 
of shops i n f u l l sale w h i c h fill the streets o f 
Canton w i t h noise and a c t i v i t y . T h e houses 
which are a lmost a l l b u i l t about a cour t , were 
ent i rely h idden f rom v i e w by an enclosure o f 
greyish wa l l s . T h e inhabitants seemed to 
have evacuated th is c i t y , w h i c h was about to 
be soi led by the feet o f strangers. I f some
times our arr ival surprised at the t u r n o f a 
street some o f the common people r e t u r n i n g 
from the i r w o r k w i t h the i r l i t t l e portable can
teens i n the i r hands, we saw them t u r n round 
and fly, as i f they had met on the i r passage 
some savage or venomous an ima l . W e had 
demanded not to be fo l lowed b y the pol ice, 
hoping tha t our promenade w o u l d be more 
free and in te res t ing w i t h o u t t hem, bu t the 
bamboos o f the Kooannins , i n v i s i b l e to us, 
nevertheless h u n g over the shoulders o f these 
poor people, and expla ined w o n d e r f u l l y tha t 
sudden hor ror w h i c h our debonnaire aspect 
would not ce r t a in ly have inspi red . 

" A f t e r hav ing wandered tor some t ime i n 
these deserted quarters, we seated ourselves 
under the shade o f an immense banyan fig-
tree under the wal la o f the palace, whe re the 
young and t r e m b l i n g monarch o f L o o - C h o o 
was Bhut up for th is i l l -omened day. T h i s 
palace, w h i c h is more than a m i l e i n c i r c u m 
ference, is a real c i t i d e l . T h e Pelasgic wa l l s 
w h i c h fo rm the first enclosure o f it, are a 
s ight w h i c h must be seen before one can 
have any idea o f the precis ion w i t h w h i c h the 
Oukin ians have been able to pu t together , 
w i t h o u t the a i d o f any cement those enor-
"IOUS b locks o f lava, w h i c h are a r ranged l i k e 
the stones o f the most del icate mosaic. T h e s e 

impos ing wal ls may be compared t o those o f 
M y c e n e , to those monuments o f Greek archi 
tec ture w h i c h fol low the Cyclopean construc
t ions o f T y r i n t h , and precede the rec tang
ular p l ac ing o f the Messena o f Epaminondas . 

" A s to the palace itself, there was n o t h i n g 
to be seen o f i t bu t the roofs. T h e sad 
s i lence w h i c h pervaded the c i t y r e igned 
equal ly i n the bosom o f the regal res idence ; 
no sound, no ex ter ior s ign betrayed the exist
ence there o f l i v i n g be ings ; only every 
h a l f hour an inv i s ib le hand raised or lowered 
a l i t t l e wh i t e flame, w h i c h from the top o f a 
flagstaff placed on the wal l s , announced to 
the inhabitants o f Chooi the monotonous pro
gress o f day. T h e t ime w h i c h passes be
tween the rising and the se t t ing o f the sun is 
d iv ided by the Oukin ians in to s ix errand por
t ions. T h e durations o f these l o n g hours 
varies accord ing to the different seasons o f 
the year . T h i s inequal i ty is les? percept ib le 
i n the neighborhood o f the t ropics than i t 
w o u l d be under a higher la t i tude . I t suffices, 
however, to prevent forever the cons t ruc t ion 
o f an O u k i n i a n c lock , at i o i s t tne p u t t i n g 
in to one that compl ica t ion o f wheels proper 
for keep ing an account o f the motions o f the 
sun. W h i l e Father L e t a r d u explained these 
th ings to us, we reposed, after oar painful 
w a l k , at the entrance o f a wood w h i c h shaded 
the side o f the h i l l , the top o f w h i c h was 
c rowned üke an Acropo l i s w i t h the roya l 
palace." 

A f t e r the F r e n c h par ty had rested, they 
proceeded d o w n the h i l l to the o,d temple 
w h i c h served the missionary tor his head 
quarters—here they partook o f some refresh
ment, and here they were v is i ted by the 
mayor and oflicers o f the c i t y . Tnese d i g n i 
taries compl imented the commander, offered 
h i m the i r best wishes, and endeavored to 
make themselves agreeable, tbongfa they ev i 
den t ly labored under much embarrassment. 
T h e F rench priest acted as the interpreter 
be tween the t w o parties. 

T h e F rench commander, i n r e p l y i n g , took 
th is occasion to compla in o f the bad manner 
w i t h w h i c h the missionaries had been treated, 
and the persecution the Loo-Chooians had kept 
up, w i t h o u t any mot ive , against honorable and 
peaceable men , w h o m the F r e n c h A d m i r a l 
had recommended as his friends, a per^tHru-
t i o n w h i c h had at last ended i n open outrage 
and unjustif iable hos t i l i t y . T h e mayor seem
ed considerably embarrassed, and after a 
grea t deal o f whi spe r ing to those about h i m , 
he t ransmi t ted , th rough the in terpre ter , an 
answer s i g n i f y i n g that, " W h a t had happened 
was a mistake, a sad mistake, the act o f rude 
people, who were too ins igni f icant to deserve to 
have the i r persons or the i r actions not iced. T h e 
k i n g and his pr ime min is te r had their hearts 
broken w i t h sorrow at the occurrence, b u t 
they hoped the grand empire w o u l d consider 
the poverty and weakness o f the v i l e k i n g -ek
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doni , have p i ty on the little ones, and le t i ts 
compassion descend even to them." 

These excuses may have been received as 
a sufficient satisfaction, bu t the F r e n c h of
ficers w o u l d not go so far as to seat them
selves at the table o f the C h o u i - K o u a n and 
accept the banquet w h i c h the islanders de
s i red to offer i n consecrat ion o f the forget fu l -
ness o f the past, and as a seal o f reconci l ia 
t i o n be tween the t w o parties for the future. 

N o t h i n g retained the F r e nc h fr igate longer 
at the Loo-Choo i s l a n d s — W e qu i t t ed , " says 
the narrator , " Chooi -Kouan—eager to escape 
the sad and resigned f i c e o f the poor M a n 
d a r i n , we hastened Father L e t u r d u i n m a k i n g 
his preparations for his departure. A b o u t 
five i n the evening w e summoned the cor
ve t te , i n less than a quarter o f an hour the 
anchor was raised and the sails ho i s t ed ; boats 
loaded w i t h oxen fo l lowed us ; we sent them 
back proudly, but i n spite o f his protestations 
we ob l iged the mandar in who commanded 
this l l o t i l i a to receive twenty-seven Spanish 
piastres as the pr ice o f the provisions w h i c h 
i n the m o r n i n g had been brought on board 
our ship. T h i s sum amounted to four t imes 
the pr ice o f the provisions w i t h w h i c h we had 
been furnished, a pr ice w h i c h Fa ther L u t u r d u 
had established accord ing t o the rates i n the 
markets o f Chooi and Nafa . 

D r . B e t t e l h e i m at the last accounts s t i l l re
ma ined at his post at th is is land, though ap
paren t ly , w i t h o u t any increased hope ot suc
cess ; the natives obst inately re fus ing to 
have any communica t ion w i t h h i m . I t seems 
very evident that the islands are now ent i re ly 
under the domiruon o f "The J apane8g_govérn-
ment , "álul Uiat"~tTie"~pohcy " o f tha t people i n 
k e e p i n g away strangers i s s t r i c t ly mainta ined 
under the i r au thor i ty . T h e F r e n c h had u n 
derstood, says the w r i t e r i n the Revue , f rom 
the accounts o f an ear ly missionary to the 
Loo-Chooans, tha t at the l and ing place was a 
cross engraven on the rock. " W a s th i s , " he 
asks, " the pious homage o f one o f the ancient 
Chr is t ians o f Japan, or was i t placed there by 
order o f the Japanese government , who w i s h 
ed to ob l ige strangers, as w e l l as the is land
ers, not to penetrate in to the is land w i t h o u t 
t r e a d i n g under foot th is emblem o f a perse
cu ted r e l i g i o n ? U u r missionaries cou ld nerer 
discover the t r u t h i n this matter." 

T h e w r i t e r o f this en te r t a in ing a r t i c le signs 
his name to i t as E . J . de Langrav ie re . H e 
is apparent ly one o f the officers o f the F r e n c h 
f r iga te L a Bayonnaise. | 
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