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| THE LOJ-CH! 8. |
| Tuese islands I distance

onght to the |

| from the const of

notice of the wnrld yal descriptions
| of voya i ly by a very
| agreeable w Bull
| Hall of thes Limx inhabitan

Capt. Hall, ard the brig Lyra, in
| they dompany with the Alceste,

having of British ambassador, Lord

Amhers  group, and gave in his

' Olumes u very pleasing nlc.-nnpum:

mieble manners and patriarchal
hubitants. He represented
\he remains of the golden age,
3 mitive life which seemed to
he age of iron. The Em|
when at St. Helenu, allowed il
pay him a visit, and listened with in-
to the recital of the captain of the Lyra.

Europe had read lt with avidity, The

| their inhabitants has materially changed
| ®nce the visit of Coptain Hall, or that he
Must have been mistaken in the impressions
hm!lvedﬁ-mwhuha saw lhﬂedmng’
 visit. The islands mre now under the

surveillance of the Japanes: govern-

J

.ndamemwuhowmtthmm‘

1 ment, who keep up over them atch-
ful care to prevent ap © ¢ with
foreign nations ; and if/y s have

kind feelings towa; g8 they are
5 oh{lged to concenl them !
A remarkabio accon 4 published
f the r f liese islands of
Dr. Bettelheim ysiciun, nho

went to Loo Choo

nt him from lum] ug.
upon him and repre-

bhg(-d to feed upon w

ne ap-
eep alive;

and
on ; 1

T the

| LS
&2;{ the scarcity will become alar
e shall be upon the borders of star s
am now anxiously awaiting the armival of
[high French commander, when 1 shall state |
( the circumstances of the e and again |

earnestly beg him to take tk
home with him.”

“ Bat, sir, if’ Yoo now persist in =Mppmg
here, the distress of rulers and people will be-
come more aggravated, and the co
will never be sble to stand it: |
¥ou to have some consideran
tressed worn out country ; Io
with magnanimity, be huma:
sionate, Give up the d
this land ; wait till wind and
vorable, then embark in the =
sail back to your country. T
ts. | anxiously hope and look for you

Dr. Bettelheim, however, wi
persevereﬂ m ilr intention of
1sland, and 3

iven them for a residence.
ants refused o hold any com
them; whenever the Englishm:
the natives retreated before hun
ed themselves in their houses, when he
purchused meats in their markets, they refused
1o take money in payment.

The *1wo men” to whom allusion is made
in the address of the authorities 1o Bettel-
ri. | heim, were two French missionaries who had
he!u landed there two or three vears before

v Admiral Cecille, the communder of the
rennh fleet on the China station, and whom
the Loo-Chooians, while the French frigate
lny in their harbor, had promised to take good
care of.
Iate number the Revue des Deux
[E§ gives an accour! a4 moré recent
visit to these islands made by the French
frigate La Bayonnaise, from wh)ch we gather
some farther information respecting the state
of these islands, the missionary Bettelheim,
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r this dis-
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truly | fear thar before |f
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and the French missionaries who had been | i

Ieft there by Admiral Cecille, Although the
French W Pk 2

€11 Was a nlond
by im h&mu'i‘bh

1o FEIET 8ome essential services to his Coth-
olic brethren on their first landing. For
months the had main-
tamed their right of moving about at their
plensure on the island, in compliance with a
promise made by the autharities to the French
\|Ilmrn! that they should be allowed to do |
; but us the recollection of the visits of the |
anch and English frigates grew more fuint |
in the minds of the mandarins, they showed
themselves desirous of reconquering the
ey had been compelled to give up;
and on ocension of the funeral of the king,
when the missionaries on their way to
the city of Choui, where all the population of
the islands were assembled to witness the
obsequies of the monarch, they were met at
the foot of the hill, on which the city stands,
by men armed with bamboos who aitcmpwd
to prevent them from going forward : they re-
sisted firmly, and were abused. The
darins who waited at some distance the issue
of a contest to which they would not have
dared to_expose themselves, then came for-
ward. They saw the Y

upon the_ground, struck with the bam
pulled _ﬁm, and dragzred over the
stones. When ﬂne&v thought they had been
sufficiently punished they stopped the uplifted
arms of the guards who were about taténew
their blows, they protected Dr. B |

so0 abused. It was easy for the
to pardon and forget these oupra)
saw in the affair such ey
lhe ]l])lneta influence, th

were entirely di pt their
prospects of having any inflbence over the
people.  They could p b t the d :I.l.
gnte ) tl proconsu
whio resides at Nafu, port of this m]and.
and who was slways mxotoned with signs of
grest fear by th ns, was himself

equies, and had

, died,
ey of the Catholic Church
e mandarins of Choui and
brother was allowed to
ve. This survivor
e island on the next
French ship, nnd two months afier
h of M. Adnet, the Ba;

man- | b

ing the insults which had been offered 1,
missionaries. He agreed with them tiy
m useless to attempt any longer to preg\
pel to those who s strennousls o,
!‘un to hold any communication m y
reachers. “A French priest never wv t
Eumelf" was the motto of M. Letkriy {
he pn’vnlled on the French comun >
frain from acts of violence ; b
solved to mark his r]u'p!.eusurc
by treating the islanders with
ness, to persist in going as
all the stores he wants
departing mrwm.-e, taky
with him. thin
He received a visit
authorities, who &

emselves wit

great humility, officer after.
wards went on shore, ollowing is the
description as/givk Revue of ule".

pearance of
It was nka

unm,. of Tor ged themselves on v |
agd @ a !pocmcle which wus pro.
them. Squatting on ther
owed va with grent eyes
ecttully timid curiosity. There
men, children, men of all ages, bnt
werevfio women 10 be seen. The nobies |
glinguished by the silver needle which
in the hair, from the lehm.ual,v)m
e a copper needle. Passing along
the sea shore, all shaded with fine trees, we
found eurselves on the grand road o —
Chool. We bad not met since we left France
a road of so imposing an nspect ; at the point
‘where thie road ceases to be paved with large
voleanic blocks, the heated and macadamied |
soil presents a lurl'nce not ess firm. There
| does not exist in China, that country of na-
| row roads, any thing at -ll comparable to this
I}hmmn wuy, The existence of it goes bas
to the most prosperous times of the hoo
islands, and in truth this magnificent cavs™
way seems almost a useless luxury in a cotd |
try where there are no vehicles but palun
quins borne on men's shoulders. Unfortt-
nately the sides of the hill are not so grad
a8 to make the ascent to the capital essf.
especially when an August sun besieges with
its almost veruul rays the imprudent pedes-
trian who dares to {mve him at full noon
The aspect of the smiling hills and the fertit
country which surrounded uvs, reanimated 0% |
courngre and made us forget our lassitude.
“What a ravishing landscape, what *
gently undulating country, what freshoe
under those clumps of trees thrown inte “‘
nmdnt nr green pustures! At the summit
ded, like the hair on a casqo®

ar-

B i = "hhHIAhud the
onmlmluungw & o,
, the French d

lndomdliég‘m the way of reveng.

rl.munnnl of and larches; in the v
Eyn e terraces they cultivate 1

the taro. The higher and drier Jaif’ |
lmplam.edmr.hmpr cane and sweet po¥
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| tpes. Great Oukinia is sitnated between |
| the 26th and legree of nporth latitnde.
| Thus natare has gathe:ei‘d there, as at Tene- |
e prod P li |

:' c'dmse of intertropical regions. The
cocoa which does not grow beyond the 20th
degree does not balance in this country its
iring trunk and its green tuft at the top,
s othor members of the palm family,
all those trees which exist only in the sun's
nppear ot every step, mingled with the
.:,’.’:&em trees which are accustomed to
brave the northern frosts.  Finally, after hav-
ing climbed the last height, we entered the

century to the f]ory of three kings who for-
merly governed Great Oukinian. This was
the s-n.nd era of the Loo-Choo islands, the
time when their junks carried on a consider-
| able commerce with China, Japan and th
Malay peninsula. The monuments of Choo
ull date from this epoch of prosperity, they
owe to it that seal of solidity and grandeur

Mongol race.

“ An absolute solitude rei
We went through broad long
which were not animated by th

hidden from view by an ¢ re of
greyish walls. The injmbitants seemed to
have evacuated this city\ ¢hich w@ about to

teens in theig b

g without them, but the
e~ Kooannins, invisible to us,
s hung over the should: f these

, |tions of Tyrinth, and p

city, passing under three trnmphal arches, | the inhabn
erected towards the middle of the fourteenth | gress

imposing walls may be comp .
Mycene, to those monnmenty e
tecture which follow the Cydjoge

ular placing of the MessCna
“ As to the palace if

to be seen of it bud

silence which pe

equally in the b

a litle whirs-fgive, wiich-fr0m the top of &

alls, ammounced to

rising and the setting of the sun is
ukinians into six grand por-
rations of these long hours
ng to the different seusons of
his inequality is less perceptible
dghborhood of the tropies than it
under a higher lattode. It suffices,
, to prevent forever the construction

Lhé of an Oukiman clock, at least we putting

into one_that complication of wheels proper

keeping an account of the motions of the
im.  While Father Leturdu explained these
things to us, we reposed. after our painful
walk, at the entrance of @ wood which shaded
the side of the hill, the top of which was
crowned like an Acropolis wnh the royal
palace.”

After the French party had rested, they
proceeded down the hill to e o.d temple
which served the missionary for his bead
quarters—here they partock of some refresh-
ment, and here they were wisied by the
mayor and officers of the city. These digni-
taries complimented the commander, offered
him their best wishes, and endeavored to
make themselves agreeable, thongh they evi-
dently labored nnder much embarrssment.
The French priest acted as the nterpreter
between the two parties,

The French commander, in replying, took

is ion to lain of the bad manner

% o
and explained wonderfully that
xryr which our debonnaire lY.lper.t

these dewerted quarters, we seated ourselves

. the shade of an_immense ban fig-
er the walls of the palace, where

h of Loo-Choo

and trembling monare
shut up for this ill-omened day. This
which is more than a mile in circum-
ence, is a real citidel. The Pelasgic walls
which form the first enclosure of it, are o
sight which must be seen before one can
have any idea of the precision with which the
Uukinians have been able to put together,
without the aid of cement those enor-
mous blocks of Java, which are arranged like
#tones of the most delicate mosaic. These

with which the missionaries had been treated,
and the persecution the Loo-Choolans had Kept
up, without any motive, agninst honorable and
}aeu:ab]c men, whom the French Admiral
had recommended as his friends, a8 persecu-
tion which had at last ended in open outrage
and unjustifiable hostility. The mayor seem-
ed considerably embarrssed, and after a
1 t deal of whispering to those about him,
transmitted, through the interpreter, an
answer signifying that, * What had happened
was a mistake, o sad mistake, the rct of rude
Kople, who were too insignificant to deserve to
ve their persons or their actions noticed. The
king and his prime minister had their hearts
broken with sorrow at the occurrence, but
they hoped the grand empire would consider
lhe’po\'erly and wenkness of the vile king-
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dom, have pity on the little ones, and let its
compassion descend even to them.” ! 3 - S
These excuses may have been received ns

a sufficient satisfaction, but the French of- |
ficers would not go so far as to seat them- |
selves at the table of the Choui-Kouan and |

accept the banquet which the islanders de- & i @
sired to offer in consecration of the forgetful- %

£} ness of the past, and as a seal of reconcilia- — ——
tion between the two parties for the foture,

| Nothing retained the French frigate longer =
at the Loo-Choo islands—* We quitted,” suys

the narrator, “ Chooi-Kouan—eager to escape = %

the sud and resigned fice of the poor Man-

darin, we hastened Father Letardu in making

© | his preparations for his departure. About = = AAE . e
five in the evening we summoned the cor-

~— | vette, in less than a quarter of an hour the |

anchor was mised and the sails hoisted ; boats
| loaded with oxen followed us; we sent them |
back proudly, but in spite of his protestations
we obliged the arin who commusnded ] h
| this flotilla to receive twenty-seven Spanish '
i as the price of the provisions which y

~| mn the morning had been brought on board -
our ship. This sum amounted to four times
| the price of the proyisions with which we had
been furnished, o price which Father Luturdu
had established according to the rates in the | = -
markets of Chooi and Nafa.

Dr. Bettelheim at the last accounts still re-
mained at his post at this island, though ap-
parently, without any increased hope ol
© | cess; the natives obstinately refusi
have any communication with him. I
- evident that the islands are now en
under the dominton of the Japs
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