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In this political biography of Count Stephen Széchenyi of arany asks the
question, "Why is it that a nation gave the epithet 'greate >.a man who seemed to
have failed as a practical politician?" .
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Professor Barany finds Széchenyi a man of paradoxés
political opponent of Louis Kossuth, yet Kossuth repea
among Magyars.'" As captain of hussars, previously
he founded the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. A
became one of his nation's most renowned thinker
commerce. As a great landowner, he spoke in support

Using hitherto ignored sources, Profess s able to relate Hungary's polit-
ical and socio-economic evolution in the rea the Habsburgs - and Széchenyi's role
in it - to broader questions of European hi;%;;y he sensitivity of French diplomacy

to the nuances of the Monarchy's domest affdirs; British attempts toward an advan-
tageous balance of power in Central Europe; Ythe worries of the Holy See about the spread
of liberal ideas; and the first fu of economically motivated American
representatives in the direction of r ungary.

"This volume gives a new, balan nterpretation of Széchenyi's work. Those
interested in the Enlightment, th igjys of nationalism, modernization, and industri-
alization will get an insight into t ‘vents in one of the crucial provinces of the
Habsburgs." - Peter F. Sugar o

George Barany is a nativ Hungary. He now teaches in the Department of History,
University of Denver. (:>
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