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war ended and knew
father’s work does not, in A
exonerate her.

THE BLACK GARDEN

By Christine Arnothy

Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 202 pp., s Sigrid and Yves spend to-

$4.95, g 4 W g and the effects of their affair on
1969 & .7+//their lives. It is largely a study of clash-

IT WOULD BE HARD to imagine i ing characters, and the reader is left

similar characters than Yves y;n ondering what Christine Arnothy
and Sigrid Dusz, on whom means by it. Is the novel symbolic:
novel by the author of I A timid, habit-ridden France attracted to

and I Don't Want to Die cenl a Germany that is oppressed with guilt
are middle-aged when they m for the past and torn between love and
midwinter on a deserte cruelty? The title refers to a garden of
Deauville, but of Sigrid's mother. Before she died (of
most entire opposites disgust, Sigrid says) Frau Dusz poi-

Yves is a habitfidden, bourgeois soned the soil in it so that although the
Frenchman, a husbiand/fa is flowers grew vigorously, all of them
shrewish, frigid:wi fg were black. (Neat trick, incidentally.)
children whom and a model Does Miss Arnothy mean that the gen-
civil servant. o II, in which eration of Germans which fought

he took no pa affected him mini- World War II has made life evil for its

children? Many readers won't find it

worth struggling through this awk-
2s beeh x aped by the war. She ward though occasionally striking

feels she never had a normal childhood  prose to try to find out.
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